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George Burns (& Allen) 
=== television only as a “live” show, 
with that intangible something that 
tells the public it’s a first-time, di- 
rect-to-the-viewer performance as 
the prime appeal. Eddie Cantor 
thinks that comedy on film, prop- 
erly edited down and spliced for 
running time, is the solution. 
George Jessel agrees with Burns 
that the medium may create a 
special type of artistry all its own, 
but feels that a good act in radio, 











‘ee ) act on video. And Jack Benny 
* has a theory all his own that the 
> 7s wild, imaginative comedy of the 
bf i type he does, or Fred Allen does, 
f cannot be transmuted to the video 
without sharp revisions and pos- 
sible undermining of values. 
‘ That's how widely divergent are 
= the views on programming in gen- 
eral and comedy in particular in 
relation to video. ; 
All these stars, either en route 
back to Hollywood from Europe or 
east on holidays, have given tele- 


for obvious reasons. All concede 
television in the east is far ahead 
(Continued on page 55) 


Rodzinski Hassle With 
Buchman Reported Cause 
Of Salzburg Floppola 


Vienna, Sept. 2. 

Arthur Rodzinski disappointed 
his audience in his concert given 
at Salzburg two days before the 
festival ended. Some critics wrote 
that he had arrived too late for re- 
hearsals, due to passport and visa 
troubles; others said that the maes- 
tro had been ill, while others 
blamed the Vienna Philharmonic 
orchestra. But the real trouble 
apparently emanated from Inter- 
laken, Switzerland. 

Attending there with his wife a 








Oxford group, an argument be- 
tween Rodzinski and Dr. Frank N. 
Buchman arose on the problem of 
moral rearmament. 
with Rodzinski’s expulsion. 
Rodzinski, taking her 


Mrs. 


The maestro left for 
the following day. During a stop- 
over somewhere in the Tyrol, he 
phoned to Interlaken and asked for 
his wife. He was told that she 
hadn’t returned to her room. Rod- 
zinski immediately complained to 
the U.S. minister in Berne, asking 
for intervention. Meanwhile it was 
discovered that Mrs. Rodzinski had 
departed with her son for U. S. by 
airplane. The commotion apparent- 
ly affected the maestro’s work at 
Salzburg. He is now in Italy. 


Lehar’s Health Failing 


Zurich, Sept. 7. 





ill here, is no longer permitted to 
have visitors. 

He's 78 years old and has been 
4n failing health for some time. 
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© Top Radio Comedians Hold Divergent _ 
> Views in Scanning Tele a BY LAW ON BAN 


sees+ 


vaudeville or nitery will be a good | 


vision more than casual attention, | 


lodge meeting of the Buchmanite | 


It wound up! 
husband’s | 


side, also had to leave the meeting. | 
Salzburg | 


Composer Franz Lehar, seriously | 





Am Songsmith Uses Apt. 


As Show Biz Comeon 
| Ads in dailies describe a three- 
| room apartment open preferably to 
a “radio, recording or entertain- 
ment executive.” Checkup reveals 
that the lessor is an amateur 
songwriter anxicus to place some 
material. 

That’s not all. Some months ago 
a N. ¥. music pub answered such 
an ad and, desperate for an apart- 
ment, accepted one of the lessor’s 
tunes for publication. Soon after, 
he got it recorded by a mafor disk 
company and recovered from sales 
royalties the coin it cost him to 
buy the tune. Plus which he had 
an apartment. 


Vaude, Vaudeo, 
Cafe Deals For 


News Sullivan 


N. Y. Daily News columnist Ed 
| Sullivan looms as the busiest show- 
man this side of a Remington. He 
-currently is cooking deals in vaud- | 
film, vaudeo and nitery fields. 

Emerson Radio has just 
|wrapped up sponsorship of his' 
CBS-TV variety show, “Toast of 
the Town,” beginning Sept. 19 
in a 52-week deal at a $10,000 
weekly outlay. Operators of the 
Harem, Broadway nitery, mean-| 
'while, want the columnist to head- 
line the initial show for the fall 
reopening. This deal depends 

(Continued on page 53) 








LAMPELL-CORWINS 
ISRAEL! CANTATA 


Millard Lampell is writing a 
cantata about the Jewish home- 
land, which the Israel government 


will produce this fall-winter in 
Tel Aviv. Norman Corwin, now in 
England. will go to Palestine to 
stage it. Show will probably be 


done later in New York. Lampell 
and Corwin first drew attention as 
the writer-producer combo of a 
special CBS program, “Lonesome 
Train.” 

Lampell, who recently returned 
from the Coast, returns there in 
about a week to do rewriting wn 
the new Joan Crawford picture at 
Warners. He's due back east two 
or three weeks later. His play, 
“Jack Hammer,” is being produced 
this fall by a repertory company 
that will tour it in the provinces 
and then take it to London. Piece 
will then be done as a play, prob- 
‘ably under a different title. 

Author’s first novel, “The Hero,” 
will be published this fall by 
| Julian Messner. He’s already com- 
mitted for another, for William | 
i Sloane Associates. 


———- 


i sure. 
'specific about this. 
While the master backlogs were | 


/number 


DISKS’ OPEN REVOLT 


———_—__—— -_ 


FEEL PROTECTED 


It’s no longer a tacit defi but an 
open revolt which now faces James 
C. Petrillo, president of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians, from 
recording companies and musicians 
alike. Fortified by the knowledge 


'that since the no-recording edict is 


not a “strike,” the Taft-Hartley act 
affords a protection to musicians 


and recorders alike against any 
‘union reprisals. Hence the open 
disking. 


Heretofore, the Petrillo ban was 
not too burdensome. But, the 
British ban on cutting of masters 
for U. S. companies, plus the fact 
some new legit and_ filmusical 
tunes, as well as other pops are 
showing up as possible hits, has 
hastened the Petrillo revolt. It’s 
no secret that the T-H act calls for 
severe penalties where employees 
are kept from earning a livelihood 
by reasons of fear, coercion or 
other implied or unimplied pres- 
The national act is Very 


as big as they were; while no large 
of new smash tunes as- 
serted themselves; while the sum- 
mer sales doldrums existed; and 


(Continued on page 55) 


Mull the Palace As 
Origination Point 
For Texaco Vaudeo 


New York's Palace theatre, once 
the vaudevillian’s mecca, may be- 
come the staging site of NBC-TVs. 





“Texaco Star Theatre.” Negot 
tions are on currently between 
| RKO, owner of the Palace, and 


the Kudner ad agency, whieh han- 
|dles the show for Texaco. Plan trical and business judgment. The 
|may be stymied, however, by the other 


same jurisdictional iabor  baitie 
which almost killed the Palace 
opening of WJZ-TV, ABC’s New 
York video outlet, several weeks 
ago. 
At that time the International 
Alliance ef Theatrical Stage Em- 


(Continued on page 55) 
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Public Response So Sympathetic, 


RKO Rushing Out Mitchum’s Next 





Plan Prod. for Play By 
Mrs. Basil Rathbone 


Ouida Bergere. playwright-scenic 
| designer wife of Basil Rathbone, 
| has authored a new drama, “My 
Own True Love,” which Alfred de 
Liagre, Jr., and other managers are 
considering for fall production. It’s 
a one-setter described as a bitter 
ly satirical portrait of a possessive 
wife anid mother. The locale is 
San Francisco and several of the 
characters are said to be drawn 
from wellknown public figures. 

There’s no part in the show for 
Rathbone, who’s committed to tour 
this season in “The Heiress.” 





Playwrights Bow 


~ To Anderson On 
~ Hayward's 45% 


Leland Hayward’s 
in the 


participation 
presentation of the new 
Maxwell Anderson drama, “Anne 
of the 1,000 Days,” is over the 
opposition of all the Playwrights’ 
Co. members except the author. 
However, on Anderson’s insistence, 
Hayward will own 
45°° of the show and will bring in 
a major portion ot the financing. 
Understood that Anderson's prin- 
a reason for demanding Hay- 
rd’s inclusion is the latter’s abil- 
ity to obtain Rex Harrison as star 
of the show. But in addition, the 
author has faith in Hayward’s thea- 


Piaywrights’ Co. members 
are understood to share Anderson's 
high regar’ for Hayward, but feel 
that he shouldn’t get as much as 
45° ownership. 

Hayward will be the sole general 
partner, with the Playwrights in as 
limited partners, even though they 
(Continued on page 55) 


approximately , 


* Public response to the trailer for 
Robert 


Mitchum’s next film, “Ra- 
chel and the Stranger,” has been 
so sympathetic, that RKO deter- 
mined over the weekend to rush 
the picture into release immedi- 
ately on as wide a basis as possible. 
It is likely that it will be pushed 
into the RKO circuit almost at 
once, displacing other films previ- 
ously booked, and the sales de- 
partment will make a strong drive 
to obtain other dates for - it 
throughout the country. 

Trailers in houses where the 
film was supposed to open shortly, 


anyway, such as the Mayfair on 
Broadway, were getting excellent 
comment from patrons last week, 


following arrest of the actor on a 
marijuana charge. RKO, as a re- 
sult, sped trailers into other thea- 
tres in various parts of the country 
to make a wider test of reaction. 

was almost universally favor- 
able, patrons taking the attitude 
that Mitchum was either the vic- 
tim of a frameup or that his self- 


confessed dope addiction was an 
illness, rather than a _ criminal 
activity. 


RKO toppers, trying to master- 
mind the problem posed by the 
(Continued on page 2) 


Florida, Like Saratoga, 
May See Slim Gambling 
Casino Profits This Yr. 


Miami Beach, Sept. 7. 

The gaming casino operators fear 
that the slim play at Saratoga 
Springs, N. Y., this year indicates 
hard times ahead in the back room 
operations throughout the country. 
Play on the green felt tables has 
been the lightest in many years. 
Whereas stickmen used to look 
down on anyone who hit the ring- 
side with less than a roll of century 
notes, they’re being polite to the 
hoi-polloi with a slim wad of ones 
or fives. These days anyone put- 
ting down $10 as an initial bet is 
regarded as a heavy bettor. Not 
only has the handle been light, but 

(Continued on page 55) 
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Understudy s Holdout for Extra Pay 
Balks Col. Shooting Born Legiter 





Columbia Pictures, which paid 
$750.000 for the screen rights to 
“Born Yesterday,’ has dropped 
plans to film the performance of 
the play at the Lyceum, N. Y., be- 
exuse of inability to agree on finan- 
cial terms for the legit cast. Stu- 
2 dio's shooting crew is now reported 
| ordered back to the Coast. 
a, Deal fell through when 
bers of the legit troupe, headed 
by John Alexander and Jean 
Hagen. demanded two weeks’ salary 
for the day's shooting, imstead of 
the single week's pay required by, 
Ree ax Equity. Pair also argued that be- 
ing filmed under adverse technical 
conditions might jeopardize their 
Hollywood prospects. Week’s pay- 


mem- 





roll for the show is understood 
14 about $3.600 besides which the 
A fim company would have had to 


a pay an estimated $500- $1,000 to 
| the theatre's backstage crew for 
extra work on lights, setting up 


cameras, etc. 

Shooting was first scheduled for 
last Friday. However, first Alex- 
ander, then Miss Hagen and other 
members of the cast demanded the 
extra week's pay. Figuring on be- 
ing able to come to terms with the 
actors. Columbia postponed the 
shooting to today ‘(Wed.), as the 
: matinee performance is given 
H Thursday. 

After considerable argument, 
Alexander and the others agreed 
i to do the special show for one 
week's pay. But Miss Hagen, the 
understudy currently substituting 
for the vacationing Judy Holliday, 
continued to hold out for an addi- 
tional week. Other actors, includ- 
ing Alexander, said that if Miss 
Hagen were given the extra week's 
pay they wanted it, too. So Colum- 
bia called off the whole plan. 


Aecording to the company’s rep- 


3 
bp een pmenenenpieineinpeialiind py aanie- yet 
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5 resentatives, the film of the legit 
j.! performance was to have been 
ae oa used in preparing the screen 
Sere he adaptation. Idea was that the 
ora a scenarists would have attended 
tpi | acreenings of the legit edition, so 
fa as to clarify the play’s values and 

44 chart the laughs. 

bed 
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H’WOOD NO. 2 TO ENG. 
AT VENICE FILM FEST 


Venice, Sept. 7. 
Hollvwood came off second best 
to England in the _ International 
Film Festival which closed here 
over the weekend, as J. Arthur 
Ranks “Hamlet” captured the 
grand prize as the best picture of 
the vear. Top-ranking U. S. film 
was John Ford's (Argosy Produc- 
tions) “Fort Apache,” which copped 
one of the international prizes. 
Also taking international prizes 
; were “Louisiana Story,’ industrial 
Ss Ss for Standard Oil by 
a obert E. Flaherty, dean of Amer- 


Tim errs 





jean documentary producers, and 
“The Earth Trembles,”  Italian- 
made pic. Max Steiner took grand 
prize for the best score with his 
music in “Treasure of the Sierra 
Madre” ‘Warners). Walt Disney's 
“Melody Time” ‘RKO) shared the 


: best cartoon honors with a French- 
| produced film. 

“Macbeth,” produced by Orson 

Weltes for Republic release, opened 

























here for its world preem during 
the festival and was soundly 
panned by the Italian critics. 
tS “Macbeth” hasn't yet been re- 
at leased in the U. S.). 
aut (SAAT IEEE: 
if 
i - . a 2 
3 Sinclair Lewis Script For 
ay ae 1 e r ‘° 
2aes MecCarey’s RKO Finale 
"= Hollywood, Sept. 7. 
: : Sinclair Lewis has been inked 
: } by Leo McCarey'’s Rainbow Pro 
grt ductions to work on a screenplay 
pigt a 
oe based on a story idea suggested 
: by McCarey 
weed Sg Story is likely to be McCarey’s 
Jast production for RKO release, 


according to Earl Rettig, secretary- 
treasurer for Rainbow. 


Jessel’s Rebuttal 


George Jessel tiffed with a 
New York film critic because 
of his crack that a certain film 
was as dull as the phone book 
io which the 20th-Fox produ- 
cer retorted, ‘Well, there are 
some pretty good numbers in 
the phone directory.” 

Pursuing the critic’s opinion 
when he deprecated a b.o. film 
and plugged an artistic turkey, 


Jessel wrote him, “You know 
as much about the American 


public’s popular taste in films 
as I know about being happily 
married.” 


Only Way to Cut Prod. 
Costs Is to Make Better 
Pix Cheaper—Sidney 


Despite concerted efforts of the 











major file companies to trim pro- 


duction costs to the bone, there’s 
no seeret “open sesame” formula 
for achieving that goal. That’s the 
opinion of Metro director George 
Sidney, who declared the current 
skvhigh costs represent a_ phase 
of the inflation that’s taken hoid 
of the nation’s economy. With the 
price of labor, materials and other 
production factors pegged to the 
infiation t-end, onlv an_ overall 
lowering of prices will permit an 


overall cost-cutting procedure. 
In New York for a three-week 
vacation with his wife, Lillian 


Burns, who is the dramatic coach 
at the Metro studios, Sidney de- 
clared that the one sure way of 
trimminz costs presently is for pro- 
ducers and directors to try to make 
better pictures cheaper. That, he 
said. involves faster shooting, 
which in turn requires better ad- 
vance preparati6n. Sidney also 
backed the idea of making pictures 
shorter, which would speed up 
shooting schedules, but held out 
for the preducer-director’s preroga- 
tive of making pictures as long as 


necessary to adequately tell a 
story. 

M-G director admired the new 
shooting technique’ employed by 


Alfred Hitchcock for his “Rope,” 
which involves the lensing of an 
entire sequence at one sitting. Sys- 
tem, however. is not a way of cut- 
ting costs. “Working that way,” 
Sidney pointed out, “if anything 
goes wrong. you can't go back and 
reshoot a cioseup, for instance. You 
must go back and reshoot an en- 
tire reel.” 


Flock of Show Biz Folk 
Arrive and Go Abroad 


Rita Hayworth among the 


show biz personalities who arrived 


was 


Tues.) on 


had 


in New York yesterday 


the Queen Elizabeth. Actress 


been abroad several weeks on a 
European vacation. Other arrivals 
ine luded playwright Frederick 
Lonsdale, London theatrical pro- 
ducer Henry Sherek, and Mrs. Al- 
fred Hiicheock. 

Those slated to sail today : Wed.) 
on the Elizabeth are Martin Ar- 
rouge, with his wife, Norma Shear- 
er, and her children, Katherine and 
Irving Thalberg. Jr.: pianist Artur 
Rubinstein, and film producer 
Stephen Crane. 

Small quota of theatrical and 
film people are also scheduled to 
arrive in New York this morning 
‘Wed on the America. Among 
the contingent are Edwin L. Weisl, 


Pe ae, eens 





cg oO ot Be Wa 
324th Week! 
3334 Performances 


All-time long run record 
the legitimate theatre. 


KEN MURRAY’S 
“BLACKOUTS OF 1948” 
E! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
And now in world-wide release 


“BILL AND COO” 


Ken Murray's 
Academy Award Film 


in 





Pop Song Titles 


In 2 Film Suits 


Ted Lewis’ claim against 20th- 
Fox and George Jessel, producer of 
“When My Baby Smiles at Me” 
(remake of “Burlesque’’) is still 
unsettled, despite the fact the film 
company has pointed out that it 
cleared all rights to that song from 
the copyright owner. Lewis takes 
the position this might militate 
against a possible filmusical biopic 
of his (the bandleader’s) career, to 
which Jessel points out that Lewis 
already did one such film, some 
years ago. titled, “Is Everybody 
Happy”” for Columbia. 

Another song claim figures in a 
$250.000 suit by Lee Shubert and 


Olsen & Johnson against Universal ' 











over “Feudin’, Fightin’ and Fus- 
sin’, just released film. Song of 
that-name was in an old O&,J- 
Shubert vaude revue. hence the 
(Continued on page 16) 
’ — a a” Va. 
| Mitchum | 
mee, Coutinued from page 1 =) 





actor's two completed films which 
the company has on its shelf, de- 
cided nothing possibly could be 
gained by delaying release. Reac- 
tion could only go downhill, it was 
figured afier the tests, and so it 
would be only wise to take advan- 
tage of the sympathetic response 
and the great amount of publicity 
currently. In many cases, the ae- 
tor’s appearance in the trailer has 
been applauded. 

“Rachel” will go into the May- 
fair next, as per schedule. In Los 
Angeles, Columbia’s “Loves of 
Carmen” being pushed back 
from its scheduled test engagement 
at the Hill Street and Pantages to 
get “Rachel” in next. It will follow 
the current “Good Sam.” 


is 


RKQ’s second Mitchum film. 
“Blood on the Moon.” wasn't set 
for release until early next year, 
anyway, so RKO isn't worrving 


about it as yet. Republic also has 
a completed Mitchum film. “The 
Red Pony.” It hasn't determined 
what it is going to do with it. but 
will undoubtedly be influenced by 


the “Rachel” results. 

The three films together repre- 
sent an investment of = about 
$5.000.000, so they present a seri- 
ous problem for the studios that 
own them. What will happen to 
Mitchum’s contract. which is 
shared by RKO and David O. Selz- 


nick, is another question to which 


| Mitchum Reemphasizes Old Problem 


Despite all the discussion on both coasts during the past vear of 
industry public relations, an event such as the arrest of Robert 
Mitchum "last week makes some aspects of the problem appear al- 


most insurmountable. 


How to combat such a thing as this is the 


major problem confronting Charles Sehlaifer’s eastern pub-ad 
chiefs’ public relations committee, Max Youngstein’s Associated 
Motion Picture Advertisers group, the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America, the new Coast pub relations setup sparkplugged by MPAA 
exec Edward Chevfitz and other industry organization's interested 


in the problem. 


Obviously they can't hold each industryite by the 


hand and keep him out of trouble and they can’t hope to prevent 
newspapers and radio stations from playing the news far beyond 
its significance when it does occur. 

It’s a mighty hard nut to conquer and the most that was done last 


week was a mild statement by 


the 


MPAA on the Coast which 


merely gave the papers additional material for follow-up stories. 
Only solution appears to be an extremely long-range public rela- 
tions program that will eventually bring Hollywood up so much 
in public esteem that instances, such as this, will be recognized as 
the isolated cases they are and not be pinned as a black mark on 


Holiywood as a whole. 


Eventually it is to be hoped there will be realization that film 
capital studios employ some 30.000 people. And there is no reason 


to expect that the proportion of wrongdoers should be any 
is among 30,000 people in New 


among this group than it 


London, Buenos Aires or Punxsutawney, 


less 
York, 


a. 








By BORRAH 


Cannés, Sept. 2. 

Fillious, the Cannes’ Casino 
owner, cannot enter his own gam- 
bling salons under Government 
threat of closing. As Prof. Laber- 
macher would say, “Something mitt 
the chip boxes under the table 
something.” 

Fred Astaire pairing again with 





Ginger Rogers front page news, 
along with the Berlin business 


The wine-with-dinner routine 
throws vou off any reducing setup 


you got. 

Jobn Nathan (Par exee) returned 
from 10-day U. S. jaunt with one 
observation, “Cost of L. and the 


dollar better get together, or else 

Att: Empire Room, Stevens 
Hotel, Hilton Hotel bookers: It’s 
O. K.—take it easy—Merriel Ab- 
bot’s 0.0. of continental talent re- 


sulted in exactly double-zero. 

Yesign for picture making: Mar- 
cel Pagnol (“Baker's Wife”) bought 
an old miii to live in; then a mill 
story; and now shoots a scene a 
day,at home. 

Cole Porter and Rodgers & Hart 
Ivrics sound so sound while driv- 
ing. 

It's a pleasure to see the biggies 
wallow and puff like slap-happy 
seals, only to return to Demon 
Routine’s embrace. 

Ed Gardner (“Duffy’s Tavern”) 
confessing his nationality as Brook- 
ivmnese to a French lovely with 
fair English. 

Danny Winkler back from Rome 
where he signed Micheline Presles. 

The Continental press has been 
on a Rita Hayworth binge now for 
over a month. 

George 


'—they 


Riviera Runaround 


MINEVITCH 


lisn cars (for English only) would 
buy a nice new 1949 Ford 
Kscapists: You still can buy a 
nice villa for about 1.500 bucks 
St. Tropez (35 miles from Can- 
nes) still showing Commando scars 
the intellectual arsenal of the 
Riviera. 





Sporting Note 

Seeing is believing: at the same 
chemin de fer table. the Duchess 
ot Windsor drawing the cards with 
the Duke standing in back catering 
with drinks and lighted cigarettes: 
Bob Topping ditto with Lana Tur- 
ner doing the valet service: and 
Sonja Henie doing the coach work 
for—what’s his name! 

Enterprising New Orleans adver- 
tising her free port in all European 
papers. 

Jed Harris, after alerting every- 
body concerned, arrived four hours 
earlier to no reception—his Air 
France plane decided to make it 
non-stop. 

Corner Carmen Lombardo how 
he got hooked for 200.000 lire in 
Italy via the old gold brick package 
swindle. 

Those Irgun ‘call 
arms buyers headquartering on 
this coast, are mere youngsters. 
Prices: (fixed — no bargaining), 
machine guns ‘(75 bucks): tanks 
‘with spare parts) 1,000 bucks:— 
Lockheed ‘yummy), 7,000 bucks— 
hand grenades, riflles, mines, and 
sundries—by weight. Free French 
and Italian underground stuff best 
go so nice with captured 
ammunition. Arab women make 
the best 5th column—they like the 
idea of their unskilled Arab men 
working in Palestine getting 12 


us Bad Bevs) 


‘ Antheil: Yacht masts times ‘with soc. security and health 
Waving in the Cannes harbor like ins.) as much as those working in 
unruly metronomes. Symphony Transjordan and Egypt. 
please. Equip vour car with gas filter 
_The purchase tax alone on Eng- before shipping over. 

L. A. to N. Y, 
Nate Blumberg Dorothy Hart William Phipps 
Charles Brackett Leland Hayward Matthew Rapf 


Frederick Brisson Helen 


Hoerle 


William Saroven 


Jack Cole Jeannie Jones Howard DaSilva 
Betsy Drake Arthur Kay Dorothy Stickney 
Al Finestone Kirsten Kenyon Doreen Wilson 


George Forest 
Mitzi Gerber 
Henry Ginsberg 
Arthur Greenblatt 


Patricia Knight 
Millard Lampell 
Howard Lindsay 
Jane Nigh 


Shelley Winters 
Robert Wright 
Robert Zeller 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Gracie Allen 
George Burns 
Alex Cohen 
Arnold Grant 
Raymond Hakim 


Regina 
William 
Ann 


Max Lichtegg 

Resnick 
F. 

Rubin 


William L. Stein 
Else Stignani 
Walter Wanger 
Darryl F. Zanuck 


Rodgers 


Europe to N. Y. 


Jack Buchanan 
Bob Considine 
Andre Eglevsky 


Rita Hayworth 
Hildegarde 
Frederick Lonsdale 


George Skibine 
Svivie St. Clair 
Anna Sosenko 


Paramount director and member of probably only time holds the an- Elspeth Eric Neil MeCarthv Marjorie Tallchief 

the law firm of Simpson, Thacher swer, depending on public opinion Jacques Grinieff Henrv Sherek 

& Bartlett; retired dancer Adele RKO and Selznick would have full! :' 

\staire, nitery operator John Pe- freedom to abrogate the pect. if N. i # to Europe 

rona, concert singer Tom Scott they desired. under the morals Rion Bercovici Bu: ze-s Meredith Franchot Tone 

and Neil F. MacCarthy, film at- clause which is standard in player Anita Colby Artur Rubinstein Jean Wallace 

torney. contracts. Stephen Crane Norma Shearer Cornel Wilde 
ane a a 
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MAJORS MULL JOINT EXCHANGES 





Al Lichtman Follows Sain Katz In 
M-G Exit; See More Exec Shuffling’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 7. 

Presaging a further reshuffle of 
Metro’s studio personnel, follow- 
ing the recent entry into the com- 
pany of production exec Dore 
Schary, exec producer Al Lichtman 
bowed out of the ‘company this 
week after 13 years as a member 
of M-G’s top echelon. The studio 
termed his checkout a ‘“resigna- 
tion,’ declaring his contract had 
been amicably settled, but it’s an 
open secret that Lichtman fell a 
victim to Metro’s economy axe. 

He is the second Metro exec to 
leave within the last two weeks, 
Sam Katz having preceded him last 
month. Both of them will remain 
on the lot until next March , 
Lichtman in order to become elig- 
ble for Metro's retirement plan, 
which will give him an undisclosed 
yearly pension based on his earn- 
ings, for the rest of his life. Katz 
waived rights to the pension as 
yart of the deal under which Metro 
Coualit out the remainder of his 
contract tor a reported $1,000,000. 


— 


Lichtman, who returns to the 
studio today (Tues.) after his re- 
cent illness, is considering a pro- 


duction job at another studio. He 
had felt the pursestring-tightening 
last year one of several M-G 
exec producers, who were switched 
from their jobs as heads of pro- 
duction units to actual film makers. 
As such, 


(Continued on page 20) 


Rank Seems Kinda 
All Twisted Up On 
‘Oliver’ in the U. S. 


“Oliver Twist,” J. 


as 





Chances of 
Arthur Rank’s costly 
of the Charies Dickens novel, 
reaching U. S. screens took a bad 
tumble last week when the Anti- 
Defamation League, a wing of 
B’nai B’rith, issued a blast against 
the film. Release of “Twist” had 
been held up by Eagle Lion, its 
U. S. distrib, while company top- | 
pers mulled ways and means of} 
handling the ticklish problem. 

The League, in a statement by 
Arnold Forster, national director 
of its Civil Rights division, de- 
clared that “it is our conviction 
that the picture would do serious 
harm.” Forster later told VARIETY 
that his org had no 
picketing the film, if released, but 
“would give wide publicity to 
broken promises made by the 
Rank office here.’ Forster ex- 
plained tiiat when the League was 
first approached on the question, 
both Robert Benjamin, prez of 
Rank’s CL. S.. organization, and 
Jock Lawrence, exec veepee, had 
made «assurances that the film 
would not be released without the 
group's approval. 

EL’s difficulty lies in the fact 
that Fagin, one of the Dickensian 
characte:s, is filmed as a shabby, 
hook-nosed and long-bearded cari- 
cature. Cutting and re-editing the 
British film is claimed impossible, 

(Continued on page 48) 


BANKERS TRUST COIN 
FOR HUSTON-SPIEGEL 


In the first indie financing deal 
made by a New York bank in some 
months, Bankers Trust Co. is re- 
ported putting up the coin for pro- 
duction of “Rough Sketch.” This 
is the John Huston-Sam Spiegel 
Horizon unit's production for Co- 
Jumbia release of the book by Rob- 
ert Syivester, of the N.Y. Dhily 
News. 

John 
and 
roles 
geted 
portedty 





Jones 
top 
bud- 
re- 
or 
dea! 


Garfield, 
Pedro Armendiraz have 
in the film. which is 
at $1,500,000. Bank 

will advance 60°., 
$900,000, of that sum, if the 
Boes through 

Film has already started lensing, 
with Col advancing the money. 
This will be paid back to it when 
the bank loan is made. Col will 
invest in the picture all the mone) 
back. of the «bank: jean. 


Jennifer 


they were to turn out pic- | 


filmization | 


intention of | 





+ 
Variety Club Ushers 
Dalias, Sept. 7. 
For almost three months six 
members from the Variety Club's 


Boys Ranch at Copperas Cove have 
been on the service staff of Palace 
theatre here. Wanting to give the 
older boys at the ranch a taste of 
the biz world, James O. Cherry, In- 
,terstate’s local city theatre manager 
‘and chairman of the Variety Boys 
Ranch committee, provided jobs 
at the Palace. 


Par Would Sell 
Its Times Square 


Home Office Bldg. 


Paramount 
Square, N. Y.., 
Paramount for 





Building on Times 
is on the block by 
$13,000,000, or a 
shade under, depending on terms. 
The Broadway skyscraper _land- 
/mark houses the company’s home- 
| offices as well as its 3,700-seat flag- 
ship theatre. 

The property has been privately 


offered around tor the past few 
months with no takers so far. Par 
wants all cash for the building, 


| gage, and only a few giant insur- 
|ance companies would be in 4 posi- 
| tion to venture on the ambitious 
jundertaking. Replacement value 
of the building is figured ai $20.- 

000,000, but the real estate market 
is now considered definitely specu- 
lative. 

One of the essential terms of any 
sale would be the granting to Par 
by the new owner of a longterm 
lease for oth office space now oc- 
cupied and the theatre property. 
As’ added bait, Par has offered to 
{up the rental which it now pays 
\its subsidiary company for office 
|and theatre occupancy. 

Purpose of unloading the struc- 
ture, it is understood, is to substan- 
(Continued on page 22) 


| 
| 
| on which there is no present mort- 
| 





Schary’s Suit Protection; 
Other Final Details Of 
Splitup Pact With RKO 


Metro production 


Dore Schary, 
exec, 
ment trom 
against anys 
be recovered 


RKO to protect him 
judgments which may 
in conspiracy suits 
brought by the 10° “untriendiv 
witnesses” of the Congressional 
Red probe against the majors and 


their high-echelon officers. RKO 
agreed to foot the bill for Schary 
as part*of an eight-point pact 


which terminated his five -vear con- 
tract as company production chief. 
Schary’s protection came in the 


form of a letter, dated July 7. 
signed bv N Peter Rathvon, 
| RKO’s erstwhile prexy, and_ ini- 
itialled by the production topper. 
‘It provided for indemnification 
against “any loss by reason of & 
jidgment” on the condition that 


Schary’s. “actions and conduct 
were in the performance of duties 


as an officer and director” of 
RKO.” Schary is a defendant in 
several damage actions now pend- 
ing in the courts. 

Otherwise, pact cut the ties 
sharply, ending as of the July 7 
date any rights which Scharyv 
might have to a share of profits 
from pix made under his regime. 
Production. biggie also agreed to 


pay any items of personal expense 
(Continued on page 18) 


ARLENE JUDGE’ S SPILL 

Boston. Sept. 4. 
Judge fractured her 
heaved from a horse 
during a visit with Capt. Edward 
Fallon, Jr.. in Palmer, Mass. 

In the Wing Memorial hospital 
‘for treatment. ‘s2 ak#ieeae 


Arlene 
hand when 


has an indemnification agree- | 


| 





QAI GOaTs 


End of film exchanges as pres- 
ently constituted is now under con- 
|sideration by top company officials 
of the eight majors. Their elimina- 
tion, as traditionally set up, would 
follow a plan which calls for the 
joint inspection and shipping of 
films by the companies through 
private agencies in the 31 key 
cities. The device is being weighed 
as a proposal to cut distribution 
| costs. 

The plan has been proposed at 
a meeting of company prexies and 
is being given serious attention be- 


cause of the drastic need to re- 
store distribution to a healthy 
profit-taking position. It would 


entail closing backroom operations 
in all exchanges. 

As presently envisaged, the ma- 
jors would not form a separate 
unit similar to Confidential Re- 
ports and other joint undertakings 


| Chi 


to physically handle films. In- | 
stead, private shipping and _ stor- 
age concerns in different cities 


would be given contracts by all the 
majors, or those participating in 
the system. Understood that Na- 
tional Screen Service has indicated 
its readiness to handle the New 
York end of the operation. 

Idea, if adopted, would prove 
revolutionary because exchanges as 
presently constituted have most of 
their space devoted to shipping 

(Continued on page 53) 


Seek Additional 
Capital for EL 


Pathe Industries is 
seeking $1,000,000 additional work- 
ing capital for its subsid, Eagle 
Lion. It does not want a loan, but 





reported | 


an investor or syndicate which will | 
put up the sum in return for a | 


stock interest. This would provide 
a minority holding, but represen- 
‘tation on the board of directors 
would be given to the investor. 

Suggestion that EL find the ad- 
ditional working capital reported- 
ly has been made by Serge Seme- 
nenko, topper of the First National 
Bank of Boston, which heads a 
group ot banks that have a loan of 
more than $13,000,000 outstanding 
to Pathe Industries. 

Robert R. Young, controlling 
stockholder in Pathe, of which EL 

(Continued on page | 48) 





‘Glory,’ 


Labor Day weekend is pushing 

biz to near fall levels in many key 
cities covered by VaArtreTy ~ this 
week. Only in spots where the 
weather was unfavorable did the 
boxoffice fail to respond, with a 
number of new pictures helping 
swell the total. 
Pacing the field again this week 
“Date With Judy” (M-G), being 
far ahead of most competitors in 
numerous keys. In only one city, 
offish Pittsburgh, did this homey 
comedy fail to get above good ra!- 
ing. In second place is “Two Guys 
From Texas” (WB), which has 
proved surprisingly strong outside 
of N. Y. where it never caught on 
However, even in Gotham it is 
climbing above its first week's fig- 
ure on second session. 

Third best currently “Good 
Sam” (RKO), which was just 
ting started in previous week. hi 
displaying uniform strength, being 
sock in K.C., Omaha, Cincinnati 
and Baltimore. It also shapes fancy 
in Providence, solid in Pitt, fine in 


is 


1S 
Pet- 


is 


San Francisco, big in Minneapolis 
and sturdy in L. A. In fourth place 
not far behind, is “Beyond Glory’ 
‘Par! with fine to great returns 


Fifth position was copped by “Lady 


in Ermine” (20th) 

“Tap Roots” (U! is landing sixth 
position on basis of stout to big 
showings in most of seven keys. 


F< Babe Ruth Story OWonor hit) in 





WALA TR 1 TRIN \Sears Offered Post as Studio Chief 


By Hughes; Huddling in Hollywood 





Wynne’s TOA Visit 


* Grad Sears, 


president of United 
| Artists, reliably reported hud- 
idling with Howard Hughes on the 
Coast currently on Hughes’ offer to 


is 


Sv dney Wy nne, és Arthur Rank’ Ss appoint him pr oduction he: ad of 


publicity head, now in this country 
on a checkup of public reaction to 
British films, has tacked on a visit 
to the Theatre Owners of Amer- 
ica’s Chicago convention as part of 
his itinerary. Wynne, accompanied 
by Jock Lawrence, exec veepee of 
tank’s U. S. org, expect to reach 
enroute east after a_ trek 
through Hollywood studios. 

TOA meet is set for Sept. 24-25. 
Wynne feels that the setting is 
ideal for buttonholing exhibs and 
collecting data on their reactions 
to Rank’s pix. 


Ned Depinet To 
Be Named Prez 





Of RKO Today 


Ned Depinet, exec v.p. of RKO, 


is slated to be named president of | 
ithe 


company at a meeting of its 
board in New York today (Wed.), 
Election of Depinet to the top spot 
said to be the first move of 
Howard Hughes, RKO’s new con- 
trolling stockholder, in reorganiz- 
ing top exec personnel of the com- 
pany. 

All 


IS 


of the directors except N. 
Peter Rathvon are in the east and 
are expected to attend. Rathvon’s 
resignation as prexy will be accept- | 


ed at the meeting, prior to Depi- 
net’s designation. Appointment is 
only temporary, until the com- 


pany’s stockholders hold their an- 
nual session about Oct. 19, but it is 


| closed 


fully anticipated that the new slate | 


of directors nominated by Hughes | 
and named at that time will make | 
Depinet’s appointment permanent. 


Resignation will be announced | 
following the meeting of Floyd 
Odlum as chairman of the board. 
It was the interest in RKO of 
Odlum’s Atlas Corp. 
quired by Hughes. No successor to 
Odlum will be named. He and 
Rathvon are understood endeavor- 
ing to make a deal with Hughes 
by which they would acquire the 
company’s rights in “The Robe” 
and make it independently for 
RKO release. 





National Boxoftice Survey 


Labor Day Booms Biz—‘Judy,’ 
‘Ermine,’ ‘Roots’ the Big Six 


‘2 Guys,’ ‘Sam,’ 


seventh slot while eighth place 
money goes to “Abbott - Costello 
Meet Frankenstein” (U). Best run- 
nerup films are “Foreign Affair’ 
(Par), ‘Pitfall’ (UA) and “Easter 
Parade” (M-G), last named now be- 
ing mostly on moveover. 


| 
that was ac- | 


Some eight new pictures started | 


out during week. 
Wrong Number” 
of Carmen” 
ising. 


Thus far, “Sorry, 
(Par) and “Loves 
(Col) look most prom- 
Former hit a terrific $120,- 
000 on teeoll date at N. Y. Para- 
mount. “Carmen,” launched = at 
State. N. Y.. also is smash with 
$60,000. “Luxury Liner” (M-G), 
which at N. Y. Capitol this 
week, great in Philly to pace 
field and okay in Cincinnati. 

“Red River’ tUAi is rated 
on preem K.C. date. Likewise 
is “Northwest Stampede” 
launched this stanza in L.A. “One 
Touch ot Venus” (U) is not big on 
Sultimore date while “Luck of 
Irish” (20th), due soon at N. Y. 
Roxy, looks fine in mild St. Louis 
but on disappointing side in L. A 
‘Embraceable You” (WB) is great 
in Chi with stageshow. “Rope” 
WB), started sensationally in N. Y.. 
still is socko on second trame. 

“Eves of Texas” (Rep) shapes 
sturdy in Providence. “Canon City” 
‘EL) is smash in Frisco and fine in 
Philly. 

(Com Boxoffice. 
Pages «bl+ ke), ® 


Ope»ns 


Is 


solid 
stout 
(EL), 


plete Reports on 


RKO. Surprising switeh, if it 
comes about, would require Sears 
to get out of his present UA con- 
tract, which has about three more 
years to run. 

Hughes’ desire to employ Sears 
is understood based on the plans 


he has made for RKO since buying 
a controlling stock interest several 
months ago. He sees RKO as mak- 


ing only limited number of pix 
on its own, with the remainder 
coming from indie sources. He 
wants, therefore, a studio topper 
|'who is familiar with dealing with 
| indies and is a shrewd trader, 
|rather than an actual production 
| expert. 


New RKO topper is said to have 
| been greatly impressed with Sears’ 
lability as a negotiator in the va- 
\ried deals .n which they have been 
involved. The latest was just two 
weeks ago when Sears let Hughes 
have back ‘hree pictures which the 
latter had committed to UA re- 
\lease. Hughes was forced to guar- 


(Continued on page 53) 


PAUL HOLLISTER LEAVES 
RKO PUBLIC RELATIONS 


Paul Hollister, RKO’s director of 
publicity, has resigned, he dis- 
yesterday (Puesday). No 
successor will be named, it is un- 
derstood, with Rutgers Neilson 
continuing to head the press setup 
in the east and Perry Lieber in 
'charge at the studio. S. Barrett 
McCormick will continue to super- 
vise advertising and Terry Turner 
exploitation. Whole setup in the 
past has operated under the wing 





of v.p. Jehn Whitaker 
Hollister, who has been with 
RKO for the past 2!2 years, said 


| he would leave in a few weeks. He 
| declared he had nothing definite 
to state on his future plans, except 
that he will continue in public re- 


| lations work. 
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According to Korda’s Boxall, Britain 
Can Turn Em Out as Fast as H weed 


British film industry will have 
rio troub'e in turning out sufficient 
product next year to meet the re- 
quirements of the 45° quota, 
which becomes effective Oct. 1. 
That's the opinion of Harold Box- 
all. who, as joint managing direc- 
tor of London Film Productions 
and of the British Lion Studio Co 
is in charge all studio operations 
for Six Alexander Korda. 

Boxall will leave New York for 

¢@ England on the Queen Elizabeth 
today (Wednesday) after a nine- 
day visit to the U.S. He has been 
here to confab with Korda’s U. S 
rep, Morris Helprin. 

Listinz the available studios and 
the number of stages in each one, 
Boxall declared that American 
execs were just doing some wish- 
ful thinking if they held the im- 
pression that the British industry 
couldn’t fulfill the quota require- 
ments. He admitted that talent 
would be scarcer than stage space, 
but declared there was plenty of 
both to make the 75 or so pictures 
which the quota would necessitate. 
Total plant capacity for A and B 
features, he estimated, is 115 to 
120 yearly 


rgeo f 


“One thing the Americans are 
forgetting,” he stated, “is the pop- 
ularity of British films in Britain. 
That means plenty of extended 
playing time. It should by no 
means be assumed that one week | 
is the limit of a run. Many of our | 


pictures are 


gagements, and some even three 
or four weeks. This will greatly 
reduce the required number of. 
British films.” 


British exee refused to admit 
that the increase of production to 
between 75 and 90 films a year 
would mean a lowering of quality, 
as maintained by Eric Johnston, 
prez of the Motion Picture Assn 
of America. Boxall reeled off a 
lengthy list of producers and di- 
rectors working under the Rank 
and Korda banners to illustrate the 
availability of manpower. 
‘Can't Turn Out Stinkers’ 

“British studio workers have 
such pride in their work that I 
don’t think they can turn out a 
poor quality picture,” he declared 
“It may ke a film that isn’t liked 
in America because of its story or 
the manner of telling it, but it 
won't be of poor quality.” 

As to criticism of the length of 
time it takes to make films in Brit- 
ish studios, Boxall declared it was 
mostly up to the dirdector. “We 
have fast directors and we have 
slow directors, just as in Holly- 
wood,” ne explained. He pointed 
to Metro’s speed in turning out 
“Edward, My Son” at Elstree re- 
cently as evidence that it wasn’t 
British studios that were at fault. 

Principal shortage, Boxall said. 
was of electrical and sound equip- 
ment, with the British govern- 
ment unwilling to free dollars for 
purchases in the U. S. Electrical 
Situation is expected to be cleared. 

(Continued on page 18) 


SELECTIONS COMMITTEE 








FINALLY INTO ACTION 


London, Sept. 7. 
The Board of Trade has appoint- 
ed three trade reps on the selection 
board to recommend pictures made 


by independents that would be 
suitable for first-feature booking 
on major circuits. Committee, 


which includes six lay members, 
was set up under the films act by 
Sir Stafford Cripps, Chancellor of 


the Exchequer, in 1946. It has 
never, however, been required to 
view a single picture. 


Appointment of trade reps ap- 
parently means the panel is to be 
sent into action. Appointments 
were John Davis, J. Arthur Rank’s 
general manager and principal lieu 
tenant; D. J. Goodlatte, head of 
Associated British Productions, and 
Mark Ostrer, joint managing di- 
rector of Gaumont-British circuit. 

United Artists is submitting two 


of its British-made films. “The 
Brass Monkey” and “William 
Comes to Town,” to the panel 


seeking recommendation for them 
for circuit bookings. These are the 
first films submitted since the com- 
mittee was inaugurated. Action is 
regarded as an astute move by UA, 
since it has been one of the hard- 
est hit victims of the playing time 
squeeze by J. Arthur’s’ Rank’s 
houses and this might be a. solu- 
tion for it. 
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Korda’s 20 in ’49 


Sir Alexander Korda’s stud- 
ios will turn out a total of 20 
films in the next year, Harold 
Boxall, Korda’s studio topper, 
disclosed during a visit to New 
York last week. Of these, 
Korda’s own group of produc- 
ers will make 10; Korda and 
David O. Selznick together will 
make four; Korda and Samuel 
Goldwyn will make one, and 
20th-Fox will make five on its 
own, using Korda’s Shepperton 
studios, Boxall said. 

One of the Korda films will 
be “That Dangerous Age,” 
which Gregory Ratoff now has 
in production with Myrna Loy 
and Peggy Cummins starred. 
The Goldwyn-Korda “Elusive 
pimpernel” is also in produc- 
tion, while Selznick-Korda’s 
“Third Man” and “Tess of the 
d’Urbervilles” are preparing. 











Rank Spurs Prod. 
To Prove Britain 


Can Fill Quota 


London, Sept. 7. 

J. Arthur Rank, Britain’s No. 1 
filmmaker, has picked up _ the 
gauntlet tossed into the arena by 
Eric Johnston, Motion Picture 
Assn. of America’s prexy. He has 
ordered full speed ahead on the 
production of pix for the coming 
year. Rank wants to meet John- 
ston’s declaration that American 
films will play on their own by 
demonstrating that British studios 
can fill the 45% quota alloted to 
home-made product. 

The Rank organization has now 
been told that the studios must and 
will deliver some 60-65 films to 
British theatres in 1948-49. To hit 
that peak figure, previously con- 
sidered almost impossible, Rank 
must boost his deliveries by at 
least 50°. In the previous season, 
General Film Distributors, releas- 
ing outlet for Rank, shipped 40 
films to theatres, a slight improve- 
ment over the 1946-47 total of 36. 


20-Film Backlog 


One big factor will help Rank 
in his big goal. His organization 
now has a peak backlog of 20 com- 
pleted but unreleased pix, a far 
greater number than ever before. 
Additionally, the Rank organiza- 
tion has applied for a number of 
licenses to oldies so that a stream 
of reissues will pad the total of 
new pix. 

Included among the : 
Noel Coward’s “In 
Serve.” Under British regula- 
tions, a film license expires after 
five years—hence the applications 
for renewals. 

Added to these will be a substan- 
tial number of pix from both Uni- 
versal and Eagle Lion. Both com- 
panies under the reciprocal dis- 
tribution deals with Rank are 
bound to turn over their product 
to GFD. The Johnston ukase, 
therefore, will not apply so that 
U and EL product can be double- 
billed with British pix. 

Rank has been shaping his pro- 


playing two-week en-| 


issues are 
Which We 


duction setup for a long time to. 


(Continued on page 20) 


NSS Tees Off Geo. Dembow 
Drive; Showmanship Key 


Salesmen in some 31 National 
Screen Service nationwide ex- 
changes will launch the company’s 
“George Dembow Tribute Drive” 
next Monday (13) with an appeal to 
exhibitors to rekindle showman- 
ship that’s “always been the life- 
blood of our industry.” Campaign, 
which is expected to renew inter- 
est in heralds, window cards and 
other NSS accessories, is in honor 
of the firm’s veepee in charge of 
sales. 

Regional sales meetings for the 
drive were held yesterday (Tues.) 
in Chicago and Los Angeles with 
eastern drive captain William Bein 
presiding in Chi, while western 
drive chief Ben Ashe officiated in 
L. A. Branch managers and sales- 
men from various midwest and 

» Coast cities attended the conclaves. 





Milwaukee Polio Scare 


Milwaukee, Sept. 7. 

Milwaukee polio outbreak last 
week placed two-week ban on pic- 
ture house attendance for children 
under 12. Health authorities also 
drew the line at other amusement 
spots for the kiddies. Cut will be 
felt especially in nabe houses, who 
have built up Saturday tyke spe- 
cial matinees. 

Wisconsin 
which closed Aug. 
fected by the order. 


$e 


Centennial Fair, 
29, was not af- 





100 More Pix For 


Occupied Lands 


Sept. 7 


Washington, 

Another 100 feature films are 
being obtained from American 
studios for showings in the occu- 
pied areas — Germany, 
Japan and Korea—by the Army 
Civil Affairs Division, according to 
announcement of Brigadier Gen- 
eral Robert A. McClure, chief of 


Austria, | 


| 


the division’s New York field office. | 


Pix are coming 
which is also supplying about 40 
more documentaries, said McClure 
in a report on three years of Army 
activity in using films to advance 
the reorientation and democratiza- | 
tion programs in the occupied | 
countries. He admits the. great 
value of films in this connection. 

McClure explained that motion 
pictures provided the best means 
of telling the American story to 
people whose former governments 
had cut them off from true infor- 
mation about the United States. 

Since the beginning of the occu- 
pation, said McClure, about 250 
features have been obtained from 
MPEA in addition to the 100 now 
being bought. Nearly atl of the 250 
were shown in Japan. Approxi- 
mately 100 titles were shown in 
Austria and Korea and a smaller 
number in Germany. 


20TH’S TOP-TO-BOTTOM 
ECONOMY PROBE MEET 


Top 20th-Fox execs, including 
prexy Spyros P. Skouras, and pro- 





from MPEA | 


British Trade Favors Johnston Plan, 
With CEA to Debate It Today (Wed.) 








But What’s the Key? 
Washington, Sept. 7. 


Major company biggies 
searching for a way to mush- 
room the filmgoing habits of 
the American public ought to 
look into the situation in oc- 
cupied C ermany. Recent survey 
aken by the U. S. Army into 
theatre attendance in the 
American sector of Germany 
discloses that two-and-one- half 
times as many Germans are 
regular filmgoers than Amerl- 
eans here. 

Basis cf 


—s 


the survey was to 
show the top-drawer impor- 
tance of U. S. pix in Germany 
as an information and reori- 
entation medium. With a popu- 
lation of 8,000,000 Germans 
in the American zone there are 
1,200 flickeries to service them 
—far larger proportion than in 
the U. S. 








Swing to Nabes 


As Clearances 





ithem to 


| to be 


duction veepee Darryl F. Zanuck, | 


will probe into the company’s en- 
tire operation from top to bottom 
in an effort to determine how to 


company’s first mass sales meet 
since before the war, which tees 
off next Tuesday (14) in Los An- 
geles. 

Zanuck returned to New York 
from Europe Sunday (5) after a six- 


week tour of the Continent to set: 


up plans for the company’s ex- 
panded foreign production. He 
huddled with Skouras and 20th 
homeoffice execs Monday (6) and 
yesterday, 
the Coast yesterday afternoon. 

While 20th studio and home- 
office officials are keeping mum 
on exact!y what c’sclosures will be 
made at the meet, which sales 
chief Andy W. Smith, Jr., has 
termed the “most important” in 
20th’s history, it has been learned 
that the conclave will be broken 
up into a series of intimate hud- 
dles on how to achieve the desired 
combo of better business at lower 
operating costs. Smith, who has 
inaugurated several new sales 
policies since taking over the top 
20th distribution job, will report- 
edly offer some new sales plan at 
the meet for kicking around by 
company toppers. 

Also on the agenda are plans for 
strong policing of production bud- 
gets. Pictures scheduled to roll 


| 


before planing back to— 


Faster in Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Sept. 7. 

Trade here is beginning to fear 
that handwriting is on the wall for 
downtown first-run houses as big 
grossers and long run spots. It’s 
pointed out that patronage swing 
already has started away from 
the neighborhoods and 
suburbans. This swing is certain 
accelerated in 
of the cutting in two of availabili- 
ties from 56 to 28 days for more 
nabes in addition to Paramount 
circuit's Uptown and the impend- 
ing further clearance revisions to 
give other neighborhood and sub- 
urban situations earlier availabili- 
ties than they now have, in the 
opinion of local branch managers. 
It’s felt local situation may be 
typical of that existing throughout 


the country. 
operate at greater profit at the | ; 


It means that there'll be less 
revenue coming to the distributors 
from the downtown houses that 
have been providing the bulk of it 
and the exchanges will have to look | 
to the neighborhoods for a much | 
bigger slice, branch managers say. 

Until the recent supreme court 
consent decree case decision, the | 
Uptown, Paramount circuit's ace 
nabe, was the only suburban the- 
atre here to have the 28-day avail- 
ability. Independent neighborhood 
and suburban houses, with two ex- 


ceptions, have had to wait 56 days | that in addition to producing suf- 


i A nan ) = 
The two | icient to satisfy the 45°o first fea 


exceptions have had 45-day runs.| ang i] the breach created in the 


after downtown first-runs, before 


moveovers, for pictures. 


Now, as a Starter, three of the 56- 





consequence | 


London, Sept. 7. 


| Notwithstanding the hostile press 
reception accorded Eric Johnston 
when he announced his plan for 
the segregation of British and 
American programs, the project 
has met with a favorable reaction 
from sections of the industry, and 
has been the subject of fair com- 
‘ment in newspaper editorial col- 
umns. 

Tomorrow (Wed.) General Coun- 
cil of the Cinematograph Exhib- 
itors Assn. will have the Johnston 
plan high on the agenda, and will 
thus be the first trade body in the 
British industry to discuss its 
ramifications. Already, however, 
General Secretary W. R. Fuller has 
made it known that in private dis- 
| cussions exhibs -had with Johnston 
| prior to his announcement, the 
ischeme was welcomed. 


| Practical outcome of the nego- 
\tiations is to be the setting up in 
ithe immediate future of a joint 
committee of the CEA and the 
London reps of the Motion Picture 
|Assn. of America, which will be 
able to tackle any local industry 
problems without waiting for pe- 
riodic visits of Johnston and his 
associates. 
CEA has never disguised its dis- 
like of the existing high quota, 
which it claims is beyond hopes of 
'fulfillment. It sees in the adoption 
‘of the Johnston plan that the claims 
it made to Harold Wiison in July 
that British pictures aren’t success- 
ful boxoffice attractions, will have 
to be put to the practical test. 
Tn the next few ~veeks complete 
British programs will be in open 
competition with complete Ameri- 
can bilis, and the boxoffice takings 
will speak louder than any public 
proclamations. 
Indie’s Main Problem 

Main problem for the indie will 
be to find suitable second feature 
product to bolster up British first 
features. Rank circuits, of course, 
are protected by affiliation with 
Universal, who because of their 
contracts, are outside the new ar- 
rangement. Associated British Cin- 
emas, with its Pathe tieup, has ac- 
cess tc Monogram product, and 
because of friendly association 
with British Lion, may also get a 
large slice of the Republic output. 

But the indie who will only be 
able to get the Monogram and Re- 
public lineups in opposition to 
ABC, will be compelled to turn to 
reissues to make up his program, 
|unless he’s prepared to gamble on 
'a first feature supported only by a 
couple of shorts anc newsreel. 

On the production side of the 
industry, the Johnston plan is re- 
gavded as a challenge. But the 





|trade’s skeptics, who have always 


been dubious of the ability of the 


Studios to turn out enough prod- 


day independent neighborhood ex- | 
hibitors have been offered 28-day | 


deals and two have accepted 


a boost in admissions and longer 


‘playing time for pictures. 


within the next few months will be | 


the first to be slashed. Only two 
pix, “Mother is a Freshman” and 
“Down to the Sea in Ships” are 
now lensing, with “Prince 
Foxes” now on the floor in Italy. 


of | 


Zanuck is expected to expand on | 
and clarify his plans for European | 


production, which reportedly call 
tor the lensing of 12 top-budgeted 
features in various European coun- 
tries during the next year. Home- 
office contingent leaves for the 
Coast Friday (10). Meet is to be 
held at the National Theatres’ 
homeoffice. 





HAWKS’ HAYWARD BUY 
Hollywood, Sept. 7. 
Leland Hayward has sold the 
screen rights to “Morning Star,” 
by Robert Spencer Carr, to How- 
ard Hawks for a reported price of 
$10.000. 
He bought the Saturday Evening 
‘Post story several months ago. 





teat 8 ane 


£52 ae TZ 


|The 


Parking difficulties 


| 


uct, look askance at suggestions 


ture quota, they must buckle down 


supporting program. 
The Daily Express, which has 
been one of the most bitter of the 


although it means higher film cons, en ee SS Se eee on 


the American film industry, 
|mented last week that 
| nothing u.reasonable” 


com- 
“there is 
in Holly- 


downtown | wood’s refusal to allow its product 


and increased costs of parking and|to be double-billed with British 
|gasoline and higher ear fares also | 


are all doing their part to divert | 


the trade to the neighborhood 
houses which offer free parking. 

It’s felt local situation may be 
typical of that existing throughout 
the country. 





Dumbarton, D.C., Being 
Sold, Ducks Licensing 


Washington, Sept. 7 
Steps toward issuing a tempor- 
ary license to the Dumbarton thea- 
tre here were taken last week after 


pix. “The British industry must 
stand on its own feet, not John- 
ston’s,” Express femarked. 

Star called the Johnston attitude 
on duals “a reasonable compromise 
that should be a stimulating chal- 
lenge to the British industry.” 
There should be no attempt to pro- 
test it, paper stated. 





it was disclosed that the house. | 
currently running the sexer, ‘“‘Mom | 


and Dad,” had been operating 
without license since last February. 
theatre is being given the 
right to remain open until Nov. 1, 
pending its sale for $82,000 to new 
owners. 

House got a thumbs-down from 
fire inspectors early this year be- 
cause of two wooden partitions 
which, it was charged, constituted 
a fire hazard. It is being sold to 
settle an estate and the new own- 
ers will make all necessary repairs 


,aS soon as the courts okay the deal. 





sles ee ote ae ond ve A oY Reman Lite 





On the trade side, Eric Fred- 
man, in the Daiiy Film Renter, de- 
clared: “I can’t see that anybody 
can complain if the American rent- 
ters (distributors) decide they 
have got to protect their posi- 
tions.” 





Trop’s ‘Ezra Jones’ 

With his film version of “The 
Double Life of Ezra Jones,” a 
novel by Jesse Lilienthal due to 
roll next spring, producer J. D. 
Trop planed to the Coast Monday 
‘6) to line up a director and star. 
Book was published several years 
ago by Julian Messner. 

Trop, an early associate with 
Harry Sherman in turning out 
Hopalong Cassidy westerns, says he 
expects to shoot the film, using 
a documentary technique, near 
Mount Vernon, N.Y. 





t 
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INDIES’ EUROPEAN PROD. SPREE 





Looks Like SIMPP May Go Along With 
MPAA on Not Dualing with Anglo Pix 


Despite alleged efforts of 
Arthur Rank to split American in- 
die producers on the question of 


allowing their product to be 
dualled in England with British 
pictures, they have stood together 


so far. Rank has been contacting 
the producers individually to get 
expressions of opinion from them 
on their stand regarding Eric 
Johnston's edict last week that the 
majors’ films may not be booked 
as part of a bill with an English 
picture 

Indies have been refusing to 
state their attitude pending a 
meeting of the Society of Inde- 
pendent Motion Picture Producers 
to arrive at a common decision as 
to whether it will go along with the 
policy laid down by the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of American prez. It is 
expected that SIMPP will have to 
come to a decision on this point 
very shortly. 

Individual opinions of leading in- 
dependents were sought in cable- 
grams received last Thursday (2) 
from John Davis, general manager 
of the Rank _ interests. Indies 
claimed -that the. messages were 
sent in the hope of gettimg dis- 
senting opinions among the indies 
and thus breaking their common 
front. Had Davis received answers 
expressing willingness of indies 
for their product to be twinned 
with Rank’s he would also h: 

a strong argument against John- 
ston. 

As a matter of fact, it was on the 
vers point of whether to go along 
with the majors on the anti-dual- 
ling policv that SLMPP split with 


(Continued on page 16) 


Court Wants Fairness’ 


Of Chas. Skouras & Co.’s 
Settlement Analyzed 


Decision on the “fairness”. of 
National Theatres head Charles P. 
Skouras’ offer and that of his three 
aides ‘to kick back $1,800,000 to 
20th-Fox in settlement of minority 
stockholder actions was stalled, 
possibly tor many months, when 
N. Y. Supreme Justice Ferdinand 
Pecora last week ordered a refer- 
ence on the question. Court 
named Jacob S. Demov, N. Y. at- 
torney, as referee, with instruc- 
tions to report back after analyzing 
the voluminous legal documents. 

Justice Pecora impliedly threw 
doubts on the validity of objec- 
tions to the settlement raised by 
dissident stockholders. The deal 
was made, he said, “after consid- 
erable negotiations among. the 
parties and after general counsel! 
“Milton Pollack, appointed by this 
court to act for the plaintiffs, had 
conducted exhaustive examinations 
before trial in which the merits of 
‘the action were comprehensively 
explored.’ 

Other 


ave had 


stockholders, not plain- 
tiffs. who opposed the compromise 
are “re:atively insignificant” in 
number, court added. Demovy is 
then ordered to report “reasons 
and opinion as to the fairness of 
the offer.” 

Compromise would provide pay- 


ment of $1,300,000 by Skouras; 
$198,000) apiece by Frank  H. 
(Rick) Ricketson, Jr.. and Elmer 
Rhoden, and a smaller sum. by 
Harold J Fitzgerald. It also sets 
a ceiling of $360,000 on future 


sareieeraiates cuts by pares. 


Central Casting Sets 
Registry for 5 Locals 


Hollywood, Sept. 7. 
Major studios will use the facili- 
ties of Central Casting for a 30- day 
period in setting up a master regis- 
try of members of five of the basic 


studio unions. At the end of that 
period. copies of the registry will 
be turned over to individual stu- 


dios to ha: dle their own calls. 

Unions are Teamsters Local 399: 
Electrical Workers Local 40; La- 
borers Local 724: Building Service 
Emplovees Local 278; and Plaster- 
ers Local 755, 


J. ¢———-_— 


‘Words and Music’ Has 
22 Rodgers & Hart Tunes 


Hollywood, Sept. 7. 


Twenty-two famed Rodgers and 
Hart tunes are reprised in Metro’s 
“Words and Music,’ Technicolor 


tunefilm based on the 
careers. 

Heading the list are such 
ites “Manhattan,” “My Funny 
Valentine,” “With a Song In My 
Heart,” “Falling In Love With 
You,” “The Lady Is a Tramp,” “I 
Wish I Were In Love Again,” “A 
Little Birdie Told Me So” and 
“Blue Moon.” 

Arthur Freed produced the musi- 


songwriters’ 


favor- 


as 


cal, which stars Mickey Rooney, 
Judy Garland, Gene Kelly, June 
Allyson, Perry Como and others. 


Norman Taurog directed with Rob- 
ert Alton staging musical numbers. 


Heineman Raises 


Sales Sights On 


first 
veepee 
Heine- 


books on his 
distribution 
William J. 


the 
months as 
Eagle Lion, 
man sights a further minimum 
boost of 50°> in EL revenues for 
the 1948-49 selling season over the 


Closing 
SIX 
ior 


a 


| yarn, 


EL Another 50%, 


‘47-48 stretch. At the same time, 
Heineman declared that his sales 
force is now whipped into com- | 


plete shape and comparable to that 
of any distrib outfit in the business. 

EL. which has already upped 
billings 150°, since its birth two 
vears azo, will zoom its revenues 
the added 50°° because of terrific 
progress made at the studios by 
Arthur Krim, company — prexy, 
Heineman said. “Pictures can be 
made on our lot much cheaper 
than elsewhere in Hollywood.” he 
added. “Krim has developed the 
most efficient operation in the en- 
tire industry.” 

Heineman named 17 top. pix 
with a total negative cost between 
$18,000,000 and $20,000.000 which 
EL has set for release, Sept. 1, ’48- 
May 1, ‘49. Among those films 
will be six in Technicolor, three in 
Cinecolor and one in Ansco tint- 
ting. Release schedule will be 
padded with program films and re- 
issues to hit a pace of one pic 
weekly. 

That ‘Boycott'—Again 

Releasing 12 of J. Arthur 
British pix during the next year, 
EL not afraid of the boycott. 
Heineman = asserted “We don't 
think there will be much = exhibi- 
tor resistance on top-drawing films. 
And we still think the public will 
accept a good film as such. ‘Ham- 
let’ is an illustration of that point.” 

Heineman will seek only four- 
wall deals tor Rank’s “Red Shoes,” 

(Continued on page | 53) 


45c ‘JR.’ ADMISSION 
THREATENS PRICE WAR 


me 


Minneapolis, Sept. 7. 
Other independent exhibitors 
warned two fellow exhibitors get- 


Rank’s 


IS 








| ting 28-day neighborhood runs that 


they'd start an admission price 
_war if the latter, Martin G. Lebe- 
| doff and Sol Fischer, established 
| 45¢ “junior” admissions when they 


go to their 60c adult scale as part 


_of their earlier availabilities deals. 
| The junior admissions had been 
planned by Lebedoff and Fischer. 
but now they sav thev’ll “start” 
Without them and “see what hap- 
pens.” The Uptown, Paramount 
circuit ace neighborhood house. 


; ween 


Which up to this time. has had the 
23-day runs exclusively, is scaled 
at 60c, but there's also a 45e jun- 
ior admission. All other Paramount 
neighborhood and downtown 
houses also have reduced junior 
admission prices tor youngsters be- 
12 and 18. 


- 


OEEK TD MELT 
FROZEN AgaETo 


By GEORGE GILBERT 


European production, long pooh- 
poohed by many top company filin 
execs, is swinging into high with 
independent filmmakers alone 
either producing or launching at 
least 16 pictures abroad through 
the end of 1949. Majors, however, 
are pursuing a more cautious at- 
titude with the exception of 20th- 
Fox whose ambitious overseas 
plans call for some 12 pix to roil 
in the company’s initial European 
filmmaking year. 

Frankly motivating this shooting 
splurge on the continent a de- 
sire of the indies to unfreeze as- 
sets in France and Italy. Another 
contributory factor to the conti- 
nental production upbeat the 
practice of some producers in ac- 


is 


IS 


quiring blocked francs, lire, etc. 
belonging to other film fitms in 
exchange for dollars handed over 
in the U.S 

Topping the indie production 
slate is B. P. Schulberg with six 


pix due to roll in Italy this year 
and next. Financing the sextet 
jointly with dollars and lire, he’s 
already announced a_ romantic 
“Goya and the Dutchess of 
Alba,” plus a Tay Garnett origi- 
nal, “Torch in the Wind,” as his 
first pair of films. Scheduled to 


| start in Paris this week is Franchot 


| Tone-Irving Ailen’s “The Man ou 
the Eiffel Tower.” cast topped by 
Tone, Charles Laughton and Bur- 
| gess Meredith. 

Sam Bischoif, whose Star Films 
made location scenes in North 
Africa on its George Ratt starrer. 
“Outpost in Morocco,” is also 
readying “French Secret Police.” 
Another Ratt pic, “Police,” will be 
shot in France, probab!y in asso- 
ciation with Pathe which had a 
joint deal with Bischoff on “Mo- 


‘to the hot-weather 


,as better than expected, 


i 


(Continued on page 47) 


AFM, SIMPP- IMPPA REPS 
MEET ON NEW PACT 


Holywood, Sept. 7. 

Representatives of the American 
Federation of Musicians and the 
Society of Independent Motion Pic- 
ture Producers met in the first of 
a series of conferences to nego- 
tiate a new working agreement. 
The old pact expired last week but 
will continue to function until a 
new one is arranged. Another ses- 
sion will be held today (7). 

C. L. Bagley, Herman Kenin and 
J. W. Gillette are repping the mu- 
sicians, with Don Blair. Bonar 
Dyer, Bob Sterling and Ted Nasser 
for SIMPP. I. E. Chadwicke, chief 
of IMPPA, is sitting in on the con- 
ferences, but his organization feels 
free to make a separate contract if 
the course of negotiations not 
satisfactory. 


is 


lof 





Costly ‘Joan’ Needs $9,000,000 


Earnings Betore Profits Start 





Chi Oriental’s Price 


Switch With Autry Show 


Chicago, Sept 7. 
Oriental theatre revolted from 
the “early bird’ matinee price 
schedule which opposition Balaban 
& Katz chan started in June, and 
which it was forced to follow sev- 
eral weeks later. Revolt is minor, 
in that hcuse, before 1 p.m., will 
maintain 50c. admish price, but 
will hike to 98c. siraight, instead 
holding to 65c. until 5 p.m. 
Essaness chain, operator of Ori- 


jental. started new policy wit! Gene 


Autry revue and picture, “Straw- 
i} berry Roan,” which hit new matt- 
nee first day record. 


Balaban Intent 
On Further Cuts 
In Par's Economy 


New efforts to cut costs in 
Paramount's distribution - preduc- 
tion end of the business is behind 
the sudden cross-country trek of 
Henry Ginsberg, Par’s studio chief, 
to the New York offices, it’s re- 
liably reported. Ginsberg is hud- 
dling with Barney Balaban, com- 
pany prexy, who is asking for sug- 
gestions from all department heads 
on how to lop the overhead. 


Balaban launched the new drive 
several weeks back after Par is- 
sued its half-year profits report 
which showed a sixmonth net of 
$13,570,000. Par’s prexy is re- 
portedly cissatisfied with the pro- 
portion of the net turned in by 
distribution - production. Report- 
edly, that wing of the company 
accounted for only 10°¢-15%. of 
the take. 

Balaban has indicated that he 
is in deadly earnest in his require- 
ments tor cost-saving devices. 
Through the department heads. 
the move has already filtered down 
to sub-chiefs and smaller fry who 
have been asked to turn in. writ- 
ten suggestions on ways of slash- 
ing the nut. Number of devices 
to telescope functions and save 
manpower are under consideration. 

Furthering his economy meas- 
ures, Balaban has ordered the par- 
tial closing of Par’s Long Island 
(‘Astoria’) laboratories now under 
the supervision of Frank Meyer. 
Good deal of the processing work 
will henceforth be turned over to 
the Paramount Newsreel Co. while 
other chores will be shifted to the 
Coast. 


Labor Day Sees Summer B.0. Better 
Than Expected Albeit Below 1947 


With Labor Day spelling the end 
circuit- 
operators and independent exhibs, 
generally term summer theatre biz 


season. 


albeit un- 
year. Sizing the 
last two months’ grosses, afliliated 
theatre biggies variously estimate 
that the take was off between 10°, 


der that of last 


and 15°c. indie exhib figures, 
VARIETY survey discloses, range 
from 10°. for some of the big 
chains to 20° by the smaller op- 
erators. 

While exhibition held its head 
up fairly well as compared to the 
summer of 1947, picture-selling 


end of the business took it on the 
chin to a considerably greater ex- 


tent. Both exhibs and distribs re- 
port that film-runs during July and 
August were curtailed = sharpls 
Hence, theatres played a larger 
number of pix and the increased 
turnover meant the need for a 
greater number of releases 


Estimating the take on pix for 


the past two months, distribs say 


that the big features were olf 
10°,-15°o as compared with the 
summer before. Small pix and 
programmers took a much worse 
licking, falling off by 25°, -40'7 
on an overall analysis. 

First part of the summer was 
the worst, exhib toppers say. when 


pix continued to suffer from a bad 


decline experienced during May 
and June. Grosses, however, ral- 
lied sharply in mid-July and held 
within a few points of last year 
until last week's excessively hot 
spell hit the eastern part of the 
country. The five sizzling days 
drove grosses way down, it's said, 
but the take has climbed again 
with the fall in temperature 
Urban centers held up _ better, 
comparatively speaking. than 
medium - sized and smaller towns 
during the hot spell. Many of the 
theatres in smaller centers were 
hampered by a lack of aircon- 
ditioning which proved fatal to 


grosses. 


i neither 
; the 
“Joan. 


’ the Ingrid Ber 
Wane 


Are, 
Fleming-Walter 


“Joan of 
ye ictor 


ger Technicolor special which RKO 
will send into release in Novem- 
ber, will have to earn between $9,- 


000,000 and $16,000,000 in film ren- 
tals before its starts showing a 
profit. Only four films in the en- 
tire history have earned that much 
money—‘Birth of a Nation,” “Gone 
With the Wind,” “Best Years of 
Our Lives” and “Duel in the Sun.” 

Making the task of getting off the 
nut doubly difficult is that “Joan’s” 
exhibition on a roadshow basis will 
be limited by the court prohibition 
against admission price fixing un- 
der which RKO, as a party to the 
major company consent decree, is 
now operating Unlike “Best 
Years.”’ which belonged to Sam- 
uel Goldwyn and “Duel,” which 
belonged to David O. Selznick, 
of whom were subject to 
decree, roadshow rights to 
have been assigned by 
to RKO. 
means— 


Wanger 


That unless some com- 


| plicated legal technicalities can be 
| maneuvered—that 


the only pos- 
sible means of roadshowing open to 
“Joan” is via RKO’s leasing of 
houses on a_e four-walls basis. 
Thats’ not difficult to do on a 
limited number of engaments, but 
probably can't be carried through 
to the extent of that approximately 
5,000 dates that “Years” and 
“Duel” each played at upped ad- 


| missions. 


Wanger, who has been handling 
(Continued on page 22) 


20th i in Middle Between 


2 Theatres; 1 Wants 50%, 
0 
Another 100% Product 
Washington, Sept. 7 

Majors now find themselves in 
the middle of an anti-trust suit in 
a new ‘vay. 

Federal district court has been 
asked to hand down an injunction 
barring 20th-Fox from giving the 
Windsor, Baltimore. half of its 


product. Twentieth agreed to give 
the split to the Windsor after this 
house had filed a $600,000 treble 
damage suit against the majors, 
the Walbrook theatre, the Hilton 
theatre, and Thomas D. Goldberg, 
owner of the two Baltimore nabes. 

New action has been filed by the 
Walbrook to protect its 100°. of 
20th-Fox product for its neighbor- 
hood. 

In addition to 20th. other de- 
fendant companies in the original 
Windsor theatre anti-trust action 
were Paramount, Metro, United 
Artists, Warners and Universal. 
They wer~ reported in the dicker- 
ing stage, with Windsor, with a 
view of giving that house séme 
product 

Howeve., if Walbrook succeeds 
in barring a product split with its 
competitor it will raise a new kind 
of headache for the distributors 
who will be more than ever in the 
middle with treble damage suits 
facing them from exhibitors who 
do not get product without unrea- 
sonable clearance, on the one hand, 
and with injunctions from favored 
exhibitors seeking to protect their 
preferred position, on the other. 





U-I Rushing Construction 
During Production Halt 


Hollywood, Sept. 7 

While filming is at a standstill 
at Universal-International the stu- 
dio is taking advantage of the 
hiatus to work on two permanent 
construction projects. 

First is to remove 125,000 cubic 
vards of earth from Airplane Hill 
to fill in four acres washed out by 
the flood of 1939. The fill-in will 
be developed into a 600-car park- 
ing lot and the area cleared by the 
removal of earth will be used as 
the site of a new sound stage. Sec- 
ond project consists of tearing up 
the studio streets to put in a high 
pressure water supply and fire pre- 
vention system. Contracts call for 
the work to be completed by Oct. 
4, when production will resume, 
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, all day long with more people — 
19,000 of ‘em—than have attended any N. Y. Paramount 

: Theatre opening since the New Year’s Eve Premiere of 
“Star Spangled Rhythm” ‘way back in 1942... 





Y nt Cade ao i an | the lines 
that made history with “Welcome Stranger,” ‘Road to Rio,” 
outgrossing all Paramount hits since July, 1946... 






of any opening in the past 26 months, with one of ‘ 
the N. Y. Paramount’s 6 Top Grosses of All Time that’s 
ready to put you right back in War-Boom 


BUSINE 
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“One of the most gripping pictures of the 
year.” —Life Magazine 


a 7 
“Paramount audiences will be a fascinated and 
aghast crowd. The customers will avoid dark 
streets on the way home. It belongs among the 
very best of the season’s thrillers. The excite- 
ment mounts to,a frenzy.” 
—Alton Cook, World-Telegram 
« io ® 
“A film for moviegoers with stout nerves. 
Does supervly what it sets out to do—to 
scare an audience into shivers. Suspense 
mounts to an almost unbearable pitch... 
leaves the spectator shaken.” 
—Fileen Creelman, The Sun 
os * & 
*“The Paramount’s cooling system ts getting 
stiff competition from this chiller... a horror 
film of the hair-raising, spine-tingling, finger- 
nail-chewing variety. [his one you won't soon 
forget. Top honors go to Miss Stanwyck.” 
—Rose Pelswick, Journal-American 
= e . 
*‘Radio’s murder classic . . . rendered more 
graphic by visual excellence. A leader and a 
very glossy piece of entertainment. Even in 
‘Double Indemnity’ Stanwyck was not called 
upon for comparable emotional fireworks.”’ 
—Archer Winsten, Post 


= 
‘An outstanding blood-curdler, asocko thriller. 
Stanwyck turns in a memorable performance. 
Expert direction by Anatole Litvak.” 
—lLee Mortimer, Mirror 


‘“Tapestry of terror... calculated to scare the 
wits out of the spectator. The celebrated radio 
thriller . . . builds to staccato and brutal 
climax. No compromises have been made.” 

—FHoward Barnes, Herald Tribune 


“Will have Paramount patrons sitting on the 
edges of their seats. Wallis made an excellent 
choice in Stanwyck for the role of the woman 
who knows she is about to be murdered and 
can’t do anything about it.” 

—Kate Cameron, Daily News 


““A humdinger of a picture... a whizbang of, 
a chiller. You'll find yourself gripping the arms 
of your seat, your teeth set on edge, with 
goose pimples playing tag up and down yous 
spine.” —Leo Mishkin, Morning Telegraph 
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Sealed Verdict 


Hollywood, Sept. 3. 

Paramount release of Robert Fellows 
reduction. Stars Ray Milland, Florence 
larly. Directed by Lewis Allen. 
play, Jonathan Latimer; based on novel 
by Lionel Shapiro; camera, Leo Tover; 
process photography, Farciot Edouart; 
special effects, Gordon Jennings: editor, 
Alina Macrorie; music, Hugo Friedhofer. 


Tradeshown Sept. 3, ‘48. Running time 
82 MINS. 
Major Robert Lawson Ray Milland 


Themis DeLisle Florence Marly 
Captain Kinsella Broderick Crawford 
General Otto Steigmann John Hovt 
Captain Lance Nissen.... John Ridgely 
Jacob Meyersohn Ludwig Donath 


Slava Rodal Norbert Schiller 
Lieutenant Parker an robin 
Camilla Cameron Olive Blakene 

Captain Gribemont Marcel Journet 


Paul Lees 


Dalers "Ie Hockland 
Private Clay Hoc ’ semad’ tell 


Mr. Elmer Hockland 
Mrs. Cora Hockland Elizabeth Risdon 
Colonel Pike Frank Conroy 
Mrs. Emma Steigmann Celia Lovsky 
Erika Wagnet . June Jeffery 
Maria Romanek Patricia lilles 
Db: Bo«sin Selma! Jackse n 
General Kirkwood Charles Evans 
“Sealed Verdict” says a lot of 


things that need saying about un- 
regenerate Nazis, but the telling Is 
laborious and complicated and the 
headline values aren’t what they 
were a vear ago. Ray Milland, 


Screen’ | nastiness in his portrait of an ego- 


playing a GI prosecutor on the| 


Judge Advocate General's staff in 
occupied Germany, may be counted 
on for some draw. ilorence 
Marly, Czech import, is none too 
impressive in her U. S. debut, ham- 
pered as she is by 
photography. 

Plot has its counterpart in 
Nurenberg _ trials. Plagued by 
doubts that the Nazi suspect for 
whom he has secured a hanging 
sentence may be innocent, Milland 
goes overboard looking for evi- 
dence that may upset the hard-won 
guilty verdict. Rumors sweep 
through the underground that the 
Nazi, piayed biilliantly by John 
Hoyt, may not be strung up. Mil- 
land prevents the guy from becom- 
ing a “martyr” by removing from 


a deep scar in Hoyt's cheek a vial | 


of poison the villain had planned 
taking before the sentence could be 
carried through. 

Plethora ot sub-plots makes the 
storv drag. Miss Marly, suspected 
of being a Naz’ sympathizer, be- 
cause of her vestimony in Hoyt's 
favor, is really a patriot, it devel- 
ops. She had hobnobbed with 


climax needed to wrap up both 
character and plot, 

As Matt Saxon, the legit pro- 
ducer, Montgomery oozes with 


maniae with less talent than gall. 
Montgomery is alternately smooth 


and violent. but always detestable. | 
Only a superficial attempt is made, | 
however, to probe the inner-springs 


of the Saxon character to supply 
the motivation for the viciousness. 

Pie’s varn revolves around a 
group of people who are caught, 
and almost crushed, in a net of 
personal relations with Saxon. 
Topping the list is a novelist ‘John 
Payne) who gets his nerves frayed 
under pressure of revising his first 
play in accordance with Saxon's 
acvice. Also caught up in the whirl 
of Saxon’s whimsical insolence are 
the novelists’s wife ‘Susan Hay- 
ward). Saxon’s girl friend a 
bil- 


Totter), and a commonplace 
lionaire legit angel (ilarry Von 
Zell). 


After running this crowd through 
a mill, Saxon gets his come-up- 
pance when it’s discovered that 
he’s strictly a no-talent guy. At the 
fadeout, Saxon is completely iso- 


| lated with a payoff shiner from his | 


unflattering | 


the. 


_ against 


erstwhile novelist protege. This is 
the only relief to otherwise 
pressing spectacle of a scoundrel 


at work. 


de- | 


Solid performances by the rest | 


of the cast help Montgomery Carry 
the central load of the film. Mont- 
gomery ably projects the twisted 
elements in Saxon’s personality al- 
though the lines don’t permit a 
rounded, complex portrayal. As the 
stage-struck novelist, Payne draws 
sympathy in a well-turned thesping 
job. 

Subordinate parts accorded to 
Susan Hayward and Audrey Totter 


ito get her. 


Miniature Reviews 


“Sealed Verdict” (Par). 
Dragey story of War Guilt 
trials. Ray Milland and new- 
comer Florence Marly starred. 

“The Saxon Charm” (U-I). 
Sophisticated character study 
of a Broadway heel; Mont- 
gomeryv-Hayward will help b.o. 
will help b.o. 


“My Dear .Seeretary” (UA- 
Popkin). Serewball comedy, 
hinging mainly on Keenan 
Wynn, that will score profit- 
ably. 

“Station West” (RKO). 
Sturdy whodunit with period 
western background. Good 
b.o. prospects. 

“Behind Locked Doors” 
(EL Program melodrama 


with action localed in insane 
asvium. Okay supporter. 
“Walk a Crooked Mile” 
(Col). Exciting varn of atomic 
secrets and Red spies. 


“Desperadoes of Dodge 
City” ‘Rep). Good Allan 
“Rocky” Lane actioner for the 


western trade. 

“Kidnapped” ‘Mono). Mildly 
entertaining screen adaptation 
of the Robert Louis Stevenson 
classic with Roddy McDowall. 

“Shanghai Chest” (Mono). 
Verbose murder-mystery fea- 
turing Roland Winters as 
Charlie Chan. 











petent comedienne but, in a pecul- 
iar blonde hair-do, looks hardly 
worth the trouble Douglas goes to 
Her vis-a-vis does a lit- 


|tle better than she, but they both 


lack the full-spirited ease for this 
type of fast-moving screwballism. 


j 
i 
} 


| 


| 


} 


iso tight that 


| (ARC) preduction, 


| ley, 
| Boetlicher, 
j.gene Ling 

| Guy 
| Vogue, 


touch that further emphasizes the 
pbuilding tension. 

Two songs are advantageously 
spotted. Miss Greer takes able care 
of “Sometime Remind Me to Tell 
You.” Burl Ives, laconic hotel 
keeper, injects his folk style on 
“The Sun is Shining Warm,” re- 
prised several times in score. Both 
tunes were cleffed by Mort Greene 
and Leigh Harline. 

Backing the interesting work of 
the -stars are Agnes Moorehead, 
Tom Powers, Gordon Oliver, Steve 
Brodie, Williams, Raymond Burr, 
Regis Toomey, Olin Howlin, John 
Berkes and others. 

Film has been given = smartls 
valued production supervision by 
Robert Sparks, who has geared it 
for a ready acceptance by ticket 
buyers. Class lensing by Harry J 
Wild and an excellent score by 
Heinz Roemheld are slick assists 
Editing is tight, in some instances 
motivation becomes a 
bit too cryptic, even for a crypti- 
cally-styled varn Brog. 


Behind Lecked Doors 


Hollywood, Sept, 4. 

release of Eugene’ Ling 
Stars Lucille Bremer, 
features Douglas Vow 
Harolde. Directed by Oscar 
Screenplay, Malvin Wald. Eu- 
from story by Wald: camera. 
editor, Norman Colbert At 
Hollywood, Sept. 3, 48. Running 


Eagle Lion 


Richard Carlson: 
Ralf 


Roe: 


| time, 61 MINS. 


| Kathy 


j 
| 


| Fortunately, Wynn makes up for! 


are both handled competently. Miss | 


is not photographed 
to best advantage, executes the 
film's sole number, “I’m In 
Mood for Love,’ in superb style 
a nitery background, The 
McHugh - Dorothy 


Totter, who 


Jimmy 


| oldie, incidentally, still rates as one 


Hoyt in order to get the goods on | 


him. Audience sympathy is side- 
tracked with portraval of Norbert 
Schiller as an anti-Nazi sadist who 
gets his kicks out of seeing the 
krauts executed. Paul Lees plays a 
GI who gets a fraulein “in trouble. 
He’s killed in an accident and his 
parents, Elizabeth Risdon and 
James Bell, come over to Germans 
to adopt the half-jerry 


of the top pop classics. 

Production values in the film 
are buffed down to high sheen as 
evidenced in a number of elegant 
settings and overall slick techni- 
cal execution. Walter Schart’s 
musical background is good. 

Herm. 


My Dear Secretary 
United Artists release of Harry M. 
kin (Leo C. Popkin) production. Stars 
| Laraine Day, Kirk Douglas. Keenan Wynn, 


| Helen Walker; features Rudy Vallee, Flor- 


offspring. | 


Pic’s comparatively short running | 


time isn't sufficient to develop the 
parade of characters convincingly. 

Milland, looking properly har- 
ried, gives his usual stalwart per- 
formance, and gets considerable 
aid from Broderick Crawford, John 
Ridgely, Dan Tobin, Paul Lees, 
Frank Conroy and Charles Evans. 
on the side of law and order and 
Miss Marley and Schiller. James 
Bell and Elizabeth Risdon are ex- 
cellent. 

Exteriors aren't the novelty they 
were, but lensmen Leo Tover, Far- 
ciot Edouart and Gordon Jennings 
have achieved some remarkabl« 
shots and effects for the Jonathan 
Latimer screenplay. pert F 
lows production is truly distinctive 
in the casting and technical ends, 
and Lewis Allen's direction milked 
the involved script for all it ts 
worth. Mike. 


The Saxon (harm 
(One Song) 


Universal release of Jo Sistrom 
production. Stars Robert mer, 
Susan Hayward, John Payne Pot- 
ter: features Henry Morga: Von 
Zell. Direction and sevreei laude 
Binvon. Novel by Frederik ceman: 
camera, Milton Krasner: edu Paul 


Weatherwax: music. Walter Schart. Trade- 


shown N. Y. Aug. 27, “48. Running time 
38 MINS. 
Matt Saxon... Montgomery 


Robert 
Janet Busch. i 


Erie Busch . } John Payne 
Alma ‘ Audrey Totter 
Hermyv . sh chines Henry Morgan 
Zack Humber Harry Von Zell 


Cava Williams 
Chill Wills 
Heather Angel 


Dolitv Humbe: 
Captain Chatham 
Vivian Saxon 

“The Saxon Charm.” based on 
Frederic Wakeman’s so-so. second 
novel, following his smash_ best- 
seller and cinematic hit in “The 
Hlucksters,” is a sophisticated and 
slick character study of a Broad- 
wav heel. Saddled, however, with 
an unpleasant theme and some 
ultra-smart ‘talk about life and the 
theatre, this film may face tough 
sledding in the hinterlands despite 
the marquee pull of Robert Mont- 
gomery and Susan Hayward. 

In the screenplay adaptation, 
Claude Binvon hewed closely to 
the novelistic style, depending too 
much on words and not enough 
on action. As a result. while the 
gab has brilliance, the film lacks 
pace and development. Directorial- 
Iv, Binyon, in his first megging 
job succeeds in composing several 
absorbingly acidulous sequences, 
but the film as a whole misses that 


Mouniing tension level or grand 


oe Sh 
MV = 


Roemheld. 


Robert Fel- | 


ence Bates. Directed and written by 
Charles Martin. Camera. Joseph Biroc; 
editor Arthur H. Nadel: score, Heinz 


Previewed Loew's Orpheum, 


Fields | 


part of that lack and such minor 
characters as Florence Bates, Alan 


| Mowbray and [Irene Ryan, add the’ 


the | 


rest. Rudy Vallee is his usual un- 
moving self, and Helen Walker is 
an ex-secretary who plays a rela- 


| tively minor role. 


‘film. 


Pop- | 


N. ¥.. Sept. 2, "46. Running time, 94 MINS. | 


Laraine Day 
Kirk Douglas 
Keenan Wynn 


Stephanie Gaylord... 
Owen Waterbury.. 
Ronnie Hastings. . 


Hilda Sneebacher 
Miss Pidgeon 
Process Server... 
Publisher....... 
Viss Gee ; 
Viale Secretary 


QS pee 5 ard Sy Sew Oe 
| Charles i ae eo Rudy Vallee 
er eeeeeer er rs Florence Bates 
OO EP eee ea wer ne Alan Mowbray 
| SPR ar cree ee Grady Sutton 
o> eee. cesevus Irene Rvan 
| Dawn O'Malley Gale Robbins 
| Feliow dee ...... Virginia Hewitt 
| Taxi ES ree Abe Reynolds 


Joe Kirk 
Russell Hicks 
Gertrude Astor 
Martin Lamont 





Harry M. Popkin. in his initial! 
try for United Artists, has come up 


that should score nicely with the 


their situations whacky. Laraine 
Day and Kirk Douglas have the 


Helen Walker | 


Jody Gilbert , 
Helene Stanley | 


with a welcome batch ot slapstick | 


folks who like their gags broad and : 


Direction, in keeping with the 
writing, is often breathle*s—until 
ii gets tangled in the plot for that 
short midstretch. Likewise the 
editing, which is sometimes fast to 
the point of jumpiness. 

Production, while showing signs 
of corner-cutting here and there, is 
plenty adequate for this type of 
It is justifiably 
to the picture’s potentialities. 

Herb. 


Station West 
(SONGS) 
Hollywood, Sept. 3. 


RKO release of Robert Sparks produc- 


tion. Stars Dick Powell, Jane Greer; tea- 
tures Agnes Moorehead, Burl Ives, t'om 
Powers. Gordon Oliver, Steve Brodie, 


Guinn “Big Boy” 
Regis ‘Toomey. 


Williams, Raymond Burr, 
Directed by Sidney Lan- 
field. Screenplay. Frank Fenton, Winston 
Miller; novel by 
Harry J. Wild: editer, Frederic Knudtson: 
music, Heinz Roemheld; songs, hiort 
Greene. Leigh Harline. Tradeshown Sept. 
1, *48. Running time, 91 MINS. 


Haven .. . Dick Powell 
ee eee ee .. Jane Greer 
mem, COMMON... ..sceees Agnes Moorehead 
Oe Ree re ee Burl Ives 


Captain Nes Tom Powers 


| RS Se co Gordon Oliver 
Stellman.. Steve Brodie 
Mick 


Guin “Big Boy” Williams 
...... Raymond Burr 


Mark Bristow , 
NCEE eee Regis Toomey 


Goddard 


Cook -.....-Olin Howlin 
, Pianist ee ee ree John Berkes 
oo: Se ery reer e ee Michael Steele 
Sees Aer et Dan White 
| SRE ore John Kellogg 
Martender . ....0csce a John Doucette 
SRE Pe rac Charles. Middleton 
Girt ei ee Suzi Crandall 


leading romantic roles, but they're | 


just backdrops for the drolleries of 
Keenan Wynn, who should account 
for quite a few stubs through the 


on this one gets around. 
| There’s not much story to “My 


| Dear Secretary,” even’ as whacky 


|comedies go, and that's probably 


just as well, as long as the vaks 
come frequently. As a matter of 


| tact, the film’s one letdown is when 


Susan Hayward | 


the story gets in the wav, about 
two-thirds through, 
faws are temporarily stvmied be- 
hind the plot. 

Charles Martin has both written 
and directed the tale, which finds 
Douglas highly-successful fiction 
writer with a penchant for sex- 
retaries whose ability at shorthand 
and typing are understandably sec- 
ondary. Wynn is a next-door neigh- 
bor who, aside from doing a bit of 
cooking and ironing for his pal. 
helps him cast the femmes for the 
late-evening dictation sessions. 
Miss Day. of course: is one who 
won't fall into the mold—and 
doesn't earn a mink coat. She mar- 
ries the guy, instead. 

The yarn itself is not one for the 
kiddies—although they'll get a load 
of laughs out of such Wynn busi- 
ness as his. shirt-ironing routine 
and his baking of popovers. Un- 
fortunately, however, there are also 
spaces when the natural Wynn 
comedy gets too diluted and Mar- 
tin’s script shows signs of his strain 
and struggle to thicken it up. Situ- 
ations and gags. while generally on 
the original side. are too often 
forced. 


chopper when the word-of-mouth | 





A zingy whodunit plot has been 
adapted to a western setting, giv- 
ing “Station West” a modern touch 
that makes for good entertainment. 
B. o. returns should please. Story 


proportioned | 


' 
' 
| 
' 


Lawrence 
Ross Stewart 
Larson 

Dr. Clifford Porte: 


Lucille Bremer 
Riehard Carlson 
Doug Fowles 

Tom Browne Henry 


Judge Drake Herbert Heves 
Fred Hopps Ralf Harolde | 
adge Bennett Gwen Donovan 
Topper Vorgan Farley 
Mr. Purvis Trevor Bardette 
Jim Dickie Moore 


“Behind Locked Doors” is an 
okay programmer. Its action is 
laid in # private sanitarium and 
there is nicely paced suspense in 
the development as directed by 
Oscar Boetticher Production 
values are modest but expert tor 
budget allotment and Eugene Ling 
shaped them to get the most fo 
expenditure 

Plot deals with a private detec- 
tive who has himsel! committed to 
a booby hatch where i is sus- 
pected, a political crvek is iniding 
from the police. 43- ovs«side con- 


tact is ai femme ter, who 
poses as his wife i * pair are 
interested in a ® veward 
posted for the ereohl rest 
There is a gradual mounting 
| Suspense as Richard Carlson. pri- 
vate eve, gets nearer his objective, 
but before he can complete his job 
the crook gets wise and finale 





is one that could have worn a mod- | 


ern garb and is told in the popular 
style of private eye-versus-crook 


'melodrama. 


Sidnev Lanfield’s direction 


| 


! 


equips the film with a fast pace | 


and tough action. The plot twists 


/are accomplished with slick dialog, 


and the guf-| 


the punchlines provoking genuine 
chuckles of appreciation. Players 


enter into the spirit of the “new- | 
look for westerns” style with which | 


film has been clothed. 
ell, one of the screen’s better tough 
guy investigators, gives a slick in- 
terpretation and Jane Greer makes 
for a luscious co-star in“ thé*Action- 
ful doings. 

Topnotch script by Frank Fenton 
and Winston Miller, 
the Luke Short novel, 
undercover military investigator 
and his looksee into the murder of 
two soldiers at a western outpost. 
The crime boss of the prairie town 
is Miss Greer. a fact that adds com- 
plications, and pleasure, to Pow- 
ell’s work. In keeping with who- 


Dick Pow- | 
/dramatics 


|} winds up with gunplay and brutal- 


ity as a dangerous 
loose and runs amok 
and Ling did the okay 
Wald’s original. 


patient gets 
Malvin Wald 
script trom 


Carison and Lucille Bremer do 
good teamwork in the top roles. 
Nice character work comes from 


Luke Short: camera,,; Douglas Fowleyv as a sadistic sani- 


tarium guard; Ralf Harolde as a 
Sympathetic attendant: Herbert 
Heyes, the politician: Tom Browne 
Henry. Owen Donovan and others. 
Photography. settings. editing 
and other technical functions meas- 
ure up. Brog. 


Walk a (Crooked Mile 
Hollywood, Sept. 4. 


Columbia release of Edward Small 
(Grant Whytock) production. Stars Louis 
Hayword,*Dennis O'Keefe; features Louise | 
Allbritton, Carl Esmond. Onslow Stevens. | 
Directed by Gerdon Douglas. Screenplay, | 
George Bruce; story. Bertram Millhauser: 
camera, George Pobinson: editor. James | 
E. Ne *s music, Paul Sawtell: narra- 





tion, ! Hadley. Previewed Aug. 31. 
48. OK 1g time, 90 MINS. 
Philip « vson Louis Hayward 


Deniel O'llara 
Dr. Toni Neva 


Dennis O Keefe 
Louise Albritton 


Dr. Ritter Van Stolb Carl Esmond 
Igor Braun ..Onslow Stevens 
Krebs. . Raymond Burr 
Dr. Frederick Townsend Art Baker 


Dr. William Forrest 
Anton Radchek 
Dr. Romer Allen 
Carl Benish 


Lowell Gilmore 
Philip Van Zandt 
Charles Evans 
.. Frank Ferguson 


PG ek . > hechdaa eek iy Jimmy Llovd 
Se Peer ae Bert Davidson 
BER 6595-5 55 1 SERIES Paul Brvar 
0 ee re Pere Howard J, Negley 
SS ee eee Crane Whitley 
Adolph Mizner.......... Grandon Rhodes 
Ree ee ea Keith Richards 
gee yee Pee Tamara Shavne 
ee See Reed Hadley 





The documentary technique gives 
a factual gloss to the high melo- 
of “Walk a Crooked 
Mile.” Film is a solid example of. 
action entertainment with a strong 


jappeal to fans of rugged. exciting 


ispy antics and super sleuthing. Ut 


adapted from | 
concerns an | 


dunit plots, there are plenty of red | 


herrings around to keep Powell 
and the audience guessing before 
the swift finish is reached. 

Picture is launched on a suspense 
kevnote and mood is sustained 
throughout. There's a terrific fight 
between Powell and Guinn “Big 
Boy” Williams in early footage that 
establishes toughness of entire 
movement. Repartee that passes 


Miss Day is a moderately com-. between principals gives a lighter 


5? ye aa gee YONA PRENS: Dige? RO LEAT SIS EE CELI LT, MEDALS GL EY RT PIRES a 


will give a good account of itself ¢' 
the boxoffice. 

Exploitable material conerns 
atomic secrets and thefting of atom 
plans by a clever spy ring. It's 
timely, well told with a matter-of- 
fact air that heightens excitement. 
Crook wits are pitted against those 
of the FBI and Scotland Yard and 
the action is documented with de- 
tails of methodical steps taken by 
law enforcement organizations to 
get their man. 

A Southern California atom 
plant is losing its top secrets and 
the FBI and Scotland Yard. in 
the respective persons of Dennis 
O'Keefe and Louis Hayward. join 
forces to run down the criminals. 
Action swings to San Francisco and 
back to the southland. punching 
hard all the time under the know]l- 1 





| by 


_stallion, Black Jack, 
, tricky moments that will please the 


John MacBurnie’s lensing. 


| Mungo 


edgable direction of Gordon Doug- 
las. On-the-site filming of locales 
adds authenticity as Douglas spins 
the yarn along at a fast, engrossing 
pace. 

George Bruce has loaded his 
script with nifty twists that add air 
of reality to the meller doings in 
the Bertram Millhauser story. Dia- 
iog is good and situations believ- 
ably developed, even the highly 
contrived melodramatic finale. 
Documentary flavor is forwarded 
by Reed Hadley’s credible narra- 
tion chore. 

Hayward and O'Keefe make an 
expert team of hard-working Gov- 
ernment experts, and the featured 
players back stars’ work with ¢ca- 
pable performances. Onslow Stev- 
ens, as kingpin of the “comrade” 
spy ring, and his aides, Raymond 


Burr, Philip Van Zandt, Charles 
Evans, Frank Ferguson, supply 
plenty of menace. Louise All- 


briton, a suspected femme scientist; 
Carl Esmond, Art Baker. Tamara 
Shayne are among others who 
point up their work. 

Grant Whytock has guided the 
Edward Small production for Co- 
lumbia release with a showmanly 
style that is primed for strong ex- 
ploitation selling. Paul Sawtell’s 
score, outstanding lensing by 
George Robinson, smooth editing 
James E. Newcom and other 
technical credits lend gloss to pro- 
duction. Brog. 





Desperadoes of Dodge 
City 
Hollywood, Sept. 4. 
Republic release of Gordon Kay produe- 


tion. Stars Allan “Rocky’’ Lane: features 
Eddy Waller, Mildred Coles. Roy Sarcrott, 
‘Tristram Coffin, William Phipps, James 
Craven. Directed by Philip Ford. Onig- 
inal screenplay, Bob Williams: ‘camera, 
John MacBurnie; editor, Harold Minter. 
Previewed Sept. 1, “48. Running time, 
60 MINS. 

Allan “Rocky” Lane. Allan “Rocky” Lane 
Ilis Stallion ....... ‘ .. Black Jack 
Nugget Clark ‘ Eddy Waller 
Gloria Lamoreaux.. Mildred Coles 
Homsteader........ Rov Barcroft 


Ace Durant....... 
Ted Loring....... 


Tristram Coffin 
William Phipps 


Cal Sutton........ . dames Craven 
MEOCREOM. . 2000-05 Jobn Hamilton 
— —>— it e6eess Edward Cassidy 
le h6066e0¢08 House Peters. Jr. 
DS 6666606066 Dale Van Sickel 
Mary Pegevy Wynne 
Dy 04 %0é6s6e000064 led Mapes 

“Desperadoes of Dodge City” 


measures up to all demands of the 
western market. Latest entry in 
the Allan “Rocky” Lane series 
trom Republic, film is sturdy fod- 
der for the Saturday juve trade. 

* This time Lane has to save a 
caravan of homesteaders from the 
murderous raids of a gang of bad- 
lands outlaws. He doesn't figure 
on doing it all by himself: the U. S. 
cavalry is to be called in an escort. 
The order for the cavalry action 
is swiped by the outlaw chief and 
Lane has a tough time trying to 
identify the crook and regain the 
military paper. 

How he does it has been expertly 
set down in the Bob Williams 
script, and Philip Ford's direction 
insures plenty of rugged action. 
There’s a bit more emphasis on 
characterization than in the usual 
western, but not enough to get in 
the way of the speedy pace. Lane's 
has a few 


kiddies, and the supporting play- 
ers measure up. Rating mention 
are Eddye Waller, Mildred Coles, 
Roy Barcroft, Tristram Coffin, Wil- 


liam Phipps and James Crayen. 


Gordon Kay has given. film good 


| stock production values with full 


use made of outldoor setting by 

; Edit- 

ing holds film to fast 60 minutes. 
Brog. 





Kidnapped 


Hollywood, Sept. 4. 

Monogram release of Lindsley Parsons 
(Roddy MecDowall-Ace Herman) produc- 
tion, Stars Roddy McDowall: features Sue 
England, Dan O’Herlihy, Roland Winters, 
Jeff Corey. Directed by William Beau- 
dine. Screenplay, W. Scott Darling: from 
Robert Louis Stevenson novel: camera, 
William Sickner; editor, Leonard W. Her 


man; music, Edward J. Kay. Previewed 
Sept. 2, '48. Running time. 81 MINS. 

David Balfour.......... Roddy McDowall 
Aileen Fairlie............ Sue England 
Alan Breck...... Seewa ar Dan O Herlihy 
Captain Hoseason........ Rolund Winters 
. BERR ee , Jef Corey 
 ccngen en. eee Houseleyv Stevenson 
BADE OIOE SS acsivricccess Erskine Sanford 
., eae Alex Frazer 
Innkeener’s..Wife ., Wimedgiede McDowall 
| eee Bobby Anderson 


Janet Clouston.... 


‘ Janet M toch 
The Red Fox...... Hytte 


Olaf Hytten 
Erville Alderson 





Robert Louis Stevenson's swash- 
buckler of feuding Scots and foul 
play in the 18th century has lost a 


lot of its punch in the screen 
adaptation. “Kidnapped” is only 
mildly entertaining, telling its 


story with a too leisurely pace that 
keeps things at a walk for 8! min- 
utes. Lesser situations will find it 
acceptable if coupled with strong 
exploitation. Otherwise, it’s for 
supporting positions. 

Sight values obtained on a light 
budget demonstrate plenty of pro- 
duction ingenuity and if similar re- 
sourcefulness had been used in un- 
folding the story, film would have 
been more promising. Lindsley 
Parsons rates a nod for production 
framework and slick twists that 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Chi Soars; Babe Ruth’ Hits Wow 466, 


‘Embraceable’-Thomas Plus M’Donald 


Great 676, ‘Roan’-Autry Husky 556 


Chicago, Sept. 7. + 


Strong product, plus Labor Day , 
weekend should give the Chicago 
boxotfice the highest gross in 
months. With kids returning to 
school and jamming the Loop for 
pre-school shopping and hordes 
coming in for Cook Countye and 
Railroad fairs, ticket windows have 
been busy day and night. 

Chicago, with “Embraceable 
You.” with Danny Thomas and 
Marie McDanald in person, should 
hit terrif $67.000 after slow open- 
ing. “Strawberry Rean” and Gene 
Autry onstage is breaking matinee 
attendance figures, but isn’t hold- 
ing as well at night making Orien- 
tal week a husky $55,000. “Babe 
Ruth Story” at State-Lake is doing 
sensational trade with smash $46,- 
000 probable. 

Other newcomers aren't shaping 
up as well, but still far from siow 
is “Return of Bad Men” at Grand 
with trim $15,000. “Bad Sister” at 


Apollo seems only fair at $8,000. 
Of the holdevers, “Easter Pa- 
rude” at Woods retains its lead 


with fine $24,000 for fourth week. 
“Tap Roots” at Palace sheuld hit 


okay $16,000 on second, round. 
“Two Guys From Texas,” at Roose- 
velt. shapes sturdy $15,000 for 
second frame. 
Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,400; 50-98) — 
“Bad Sister’ (EL). Appears fair 
$8.000. Last week, “Raw Deal’ 


(F1.) (2d wk), nice $9,500. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98) — 
“Embraceable You” (WB) with 
Danny Thomas and Marie Mc- 
Donald in person. Seems set for 
sock $67,000. Last week, “Dream 
Girl” (Par) (1st wk) and disk jock 
show (3d wk), big $52,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (9,000; 50-857 — 
*'Tarzan’s Secret Treasure” (M-G) 
and “Tarvan’s N. Y. Adventure’”’ 
(M-G) (reissues). Nifty $9,000. 
Last week, “Blood and Sand” 
(20th) (reissue), $8,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500: 50-95) — 
“Return of Bad Men” (RKO). Neat 
$15.000. Last week, ““Man-Eater of 
Kumaon” (U) (2d wk), $14,000. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 350- 
98) “Strawberry Roan” (Col) 
with Gene Autry doubling via 
pa. to head stagebilk Solid $55,- 
000. Last week, “Lady In Ermine” 
(20th) with Page Cavanaugh Trio 
and Monica Lewis heading vaude 
(2d wk), fine $41,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500: 50-98) 
“Tap Roots” (U) (2@ wk': Okay | 
$16.000. Lasi week, fine $23,000. | 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98 '— | 
“Two Guys From Texas” (WB) 
(2d wk). Sturdy $15,000. Last 
week, $19,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 
“Babe Ruth Story” (Mono). 
Tevvitic $46,000. Last week. “Walls 
of Jericho” (20th) (2d wk), thin 
$14.500. } 

United Artists (B&K) (1.700; 50- 
5’)—"“Hollow Triumph” (EL) (2d 
wk. Fast $12,000. Last week, 
$13,000. 

Woods (Essaness) 
“Easter Parade” 
Staunch $24,000. 
000 

World 
Loves 
Wk 
$3500 


‘IRISH’ LUCKY $19,000, 
ST. LOO; ‘2 GUYS’ 216 


St. Louis, Sept. 7. 

Two days of rain plus an exodus 
of natives from town and others 
tuned in to hear progress of Car- 
dinal baseball team are combining 
to clip grosses this Labor Day 
week. “Luck,of Irish” looks stand- 
oul at the Ambassador with a fine 
Session while “Two Guys From 
Texas” also is fairiy good at the 
Fox. “Date With Judy” still is hefty 
in second round at Loew's. 


Estimates for This Week 
Ambassador (F&M) (3.000: 50-75) 
— Luck of Irish” (20th) and “Gay 
Intruders” (20th). Fine $19,000. 
Last week, “Lady in Ermine” (20th) 
and “Night Wind” (20th), $19,500. 


- 


(1.073; 98) — 
(M-G) i4th wk), 
Last week. $25.- 


77)—" Life. 
(Indie) (4th 
Last week, 


(Indie) (587; 
Tschaikowsky” 
Excellent $3,300. 





_ Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75'—‘‘Two 
Guys Texas” (WB) and “Stage 
Struck’ (Mono). Trim $21,000 


Last week, “Dream Girl” (Par) and 
“Embraceable You” (WB), $20,000. 
; Loew's (Loew) (3,172; 50-75i— 
‘Date With Judy” (M-G) and “Gen- 


tleman From Nowhere” (Col) (2d 
poe Big $20,000 after $24,000 first 
stanza 


Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75) 
Walls Jericho” (20th) (2d wk: and 
(Continued on page 16) i 


; “Key 
| $7,000 after pleasing $9,500 second 
round. 


| Ruth 
'Monogram entry. 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 





Last Week $757,000 

(Based on 15. theatres) 

Last Year $745,000 
(Based on 19 theatres) 


Sam’ Boff $17,000. 
Cincy; 2 Guys 166 


Cincinnati, Sept. 7. 
Main stem offers only two first- 
runs for summer's finale. They are 
buxom, with “Good Sam” a step 





‘ahead of “Two Guys From Texas” 


for top money. Range on. hold- 
overs is from fairish to favorable. 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,100; 50-75)— 
“Geed Sam” (RKO). Boff $17,000. 
Last week, “Paradine Case’”’ (SRQ), 
solid $16,000. 
Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 50-75)— 
Largo" (WB) (3d wk). Okay 


Grand (RKO) (1,400: 50-75)— 


'“Tusxury Liner” (M-G) (2d wk). All 


right $6,500 in wake of $12,0@0 
sock preem 

Keith's (City Inv.) (1,542; 50-75) 
—'‘Walls of Jericho” (20th) (2d 
wk?i. Favorable $7,500 trailing good 


$9,500 bow. 


Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 50-75)— 
“Gung Ho” (FC) and “Eagle Squad- 
ron” (FC) (reissues) split with 
“Mummy's Fomb” (Indie) and 
'“Mummy’s Ghost’’ (Indie) (re- 
issues). Nice $5,500. Last week, 
“Velvet Touch” (RKO) = (m.o.), 
$5,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 50-75)— 
“Two Guys From Texas” (WB). 


Great $16,000. Last week, ‘Coroner 
Creek” (Col). satisfactory $12,000. 


Shubert (RKO) (2.100; 50-75'— 
“Paradine Case” (‘SRO’) (m.o.). 
Fairish $5.500. Last week, “Tap 


Roots” (U) (m.o.), same. 


‘Affair’ Rugged $12,500, 
Seattle; ‘Guys’ Hep 146, 
‘Ruth’ 116, ‘Glery’ 126 


Seattle, Sept. 7. 
In this red hot ball town, “Babe 
Story” is proving a 
Great week is 
in sight for “Foreign Affair” at 
Music Hall. “2 Guvs from Texas” 
at Orpheum looks big. Paramount's 
“Bevond Glory” also shapes strong. 
Estimates fer This Week 

Bine Mouse (H-E) (800; 45-80)— 
“Jericho” (20th) and “Lady Mid- 
night” (20th) (m.o.). Good $3,500. 
Last week, “Lady in Ermine” 
(20th) and “Fighting Back” (20th) 
(2d wk), nice $3,600 

Fifth Avenue (‘H-E) (2,349; 45- 
80'\—"‘Babe Ruth Story” (Mono) 
and “Musie Man” (Mono). Trim 
$11,000. Last week, “Life With 
Father’ (WB) and “Wallflower” 
(WB) (2d wk), $7,100. 





Liberty (Ind) (1,650: 45-80) — 
“Easter Parade” (M-G) (4th wki. 
i\Swell $9.000 after $10,000 last 
week. 


Music Box (H-E) (850: 45-80) — 
“Father” (WB) and “Wallflower” 
(WB). (m.o.). Good $4,500. Last 
week, “Key Largo” (WB) and 
“Fabulous Joe” (UA), (6th wk). 
$2.700 in 5 days. 

Music Hall ‘H-E) (2.200: 45-80)'— 
“Foreign Affair’ (Par) and “Big 
Town Scandal” (Par). Great $12.- 
500. Last week, “Judy” (M-G) and 
“Shageyv” (Par). (4th wk), $6,400. 

Orpheum (H-E) ‘2.600; 45-80) — 
“2 Guys Texas” (WB) and “Em- 
braceable You’ (WB:. Big $14.000. 
Last week. “Love of Mary” (U) 
and “Jassv” (U), $6,100. 

Palemar ‘Sterling’ (1.350; 45-80) 
— “Drums” (FC) and “Four Feath- 


ers” (FC) (reissues). Solid $9,000. 
Last week, “Black Arrow’ ‘Col) 
and “Jane Doe” (Rep), fairish $5,- 
600. 

Paramount (H-E) (3.039; 45-80) 
—**Bevond Glory” ‘Par) and *'Fa- 
ther Dunne” (RKO). Tall $12,000. 
Last week, “Jericho” (20th) and 


“Lady Midnight” (EL), good $9 300. 
Roosevelt (Sterling! (800; 45-80) 

“Tarzan'’s Secret Treasure” 
(M-G) and “Tarzan N. Y.” (M-G) 
‘reissues). Good $4 500. Last week, 
“The Search” (M-G) (3d wk), nice 
$3,100, 


trim | 


‘SAM’ SMASH $17,000, 


| BALTO; ‘VENUS’ 106 


Baltimore, Sept. 7. 
Good product is staving off the 
effects of perfect weather on ex- 
tended holiday weekend and some 
nice totals are being registered by 
the leaders. Strong response is re- 
orted for “A Date with Judy” at 
,o0ew’s Century and “Good Sam” 
at the Town is nearly as strong 
| comparatively. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 


| 60)—"“Date with Judy” (M-G). 
Robust $21,000. Last week, “Para- 
dine Case” (SRO) (2d wk), held 


well at $13,300. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240: 


20-70)—"‘Black Arrow” (Col) plus 
Dumont Amateur Hour Winners. 
Fairish $15,000. Last week, 
“Mickey” (EL) with Peggy Lee 
and strong vaude on stage, re- 
sounding $21,200, with stage bill 


getting much of credit. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2.460; 20- 
60'—"‘One Touch of Venus” ‘U). 
Steady $10,000. Last week. ‘Act 
of Murder” (U), $7,200 in 10 days. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-65:— 
“Four Feathers” (FC) 
Bettering average at $7,000. Last 
week, “The Search” (M-G), $5.400. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-80)— 
“Lady in Ermine” (20th) (2d wk). 
Maintaining okay pace at $9,000 
after solid $14,300 opener. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280: 
“Two Guys Texas” (WB'. Okay 
$15,000. Last week, “Embraceab/e 
You” (WB), mild $7,100 in 6 days. 

Tewn (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65) 
—‘‘Good Sam” (RKO). Big $17.000 
or near. Last week, “The Pear!” 
(RKO), $7,700. 

Valencia (Loew's-UA) (1,780; 20- 
60'\—‘‘Paradine Case” (SRO) ‘(m.o.). 
Very goed $6,500 after two fine 
rounds immediately preceding in 
downstairs Century. Last week 
similar treatment for ‘Pirate’ 
(M-G) (m.o.) (2d wk), fine $4,700. 


‘Liner’ Standout 
In Philly, $30,000 


Philadelphia, Sept. 7. 

Ideal vacation weather gave the 
film houses here a typical Labor 
Day weekend. “Luxury Liner.” at 
Bovd, leoks strongest newcomer. 
“Lady in Ermine” shapes very 
good at the Fox. “Two Guys From 
Texas” is doing ekay at Mastbaum. 


Estimates fer This Week 





Arcadia (S&S) (700; 50-94) — 
“Key Largo” (WB). Smash $6,500. 
Last week. “Dream Girl” (Par). 
$4.000. 

Aldine (WB) (1,303: 50-94) — 
“Melody Time’ (RKO: (2d wk). 
Nice $9.000. Last week, satisfac- 


tery $15,500. 

Beyd (WB) (2,350; 50-94'—‘Lux- 
ury Liner” (M-G). Strong cruise a: 
$30,000. Last week, “Mr. Bland- 
ings” (SRO), oke $23,000 for 11 
days of second week. 

Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-94:—‘Pit- 


Last week, $24,000. 

Fex (20th) (2,250; 50-94'—*Lads 
in Ermine” (20th). Very geod $21.- 
000. Last week, “Walls of Jericho” 
(20th) (2d wk), $14,000. 


Geldman (Goldman) (1,000; 50- 


94) — “Foreign Affair” (Par) (3c 
wk). Mild $13,000. Last week 
$16,000. 


Kariton (Goldman) (1.000; 30-94 
—“Abbott Costello Meet Franken 
stein” (U) (3d wk). Sock $11,000 to 
top highly successful run. Las! 
week, $14,000. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (1,300; 50-94 
—“Tap Roots” (U). Sock $9,500 


with probable holdover. Last week 
“Easter Parade” (M-G), $8,000. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-94 -— 
“Two Guys Texas’ (WB). Good 
$28,000. Last week. “Babe Ruth 
Story” (Mono) (3d wk), $12,000. 

Pix ‘Cummins) (500; 50-94) — 
“Date With Judy” (M-G). Vers 
good $6.500. Last weck, “Wuther- 
ing Heights” (Indie) and ‘Song in 
Heart” (Indie) (reissues', $7,500. 

Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-94) — 
“Good Sam” (RKO) (2d wk'. Hold- 
ing up at $19,000. Last week 
stout $25,000. 

Stanten (WB) (1,475: 50-94) — 
“Canon City” CEL: (3d wk. Fine 
$9.000 after last week's solid $11.- 
500 and sensational $25,000 opener 


= 


Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, 1.¢., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take. when 
playing precentage. hence the 
estimated figures are net in 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 

b tax. 








(reissue). , 


25-75)— | 


Cavallaro Helps N. 
Right ‘Number, 


Y.ParRing 
Socko $120,000; 


‘Carmen’ Heavy in the Black, 606 


Broadway's firstrun theatre busi- 
ness soared over the Labor Day 
weekend, giving N.Y. film theatres 
generally the biggest session 
since early spring, Upbeat was so 
sharp that it earried the Street's 
overall total to virtually the same 
level as last year’s Labor Day 
week. The 15 theatres showed a 
total of $752.000 for the week. 

Many houses played to capacity 
(Labor 


Sunday (5) and Monday 
Day’, with long lines both days. 
Upped scales at nearly all spvis 


did not change the yen of the usual 
holiday crowds to pack Broadway 
picture theatres. Strong showing 
was made despite the fact that 
‘only four new bills opened during 
the past week. 

Paramount 
Number” and stageshow headed by 
Carmen ,Cavallaro band, Jack 
Leonard and Martin Bros., had the 
biggest Sunday (5) and Labor Day 
in its history in point of actual 
money. Par flagship is landing 
terrific $120,000, making it one of 
greatest weeks at house. Larry 
Storch opened but stayed only two 
days because of nitery ecommit- 
ment, with Jack Leonard replac- 
ing. 

‘Loves of Carmen,” second new 
entry, also is soaring, with great 
$60,000 likely in first week at State. 
“Larceny.” aiso new, is failing to 
bring the Winter Garden out of 
the doldrums and will be lucky to 
get just okay $22,000 or less in 
week ending tomorrow (Thurs.). 
Fourth newcomer, “Sofia.” shapes 
to get big $13,000 at small Rialto. 


Roxy, with ‘Lady in Ermine” 
‘and Frances Langford-Jon Hall, 


Jerry Colonna, Harmonicats, ice- 
}show on stage, broke the Labor 
Day weekend record of the theatre, 
beating 1947's peak for Saturday- 
through-Monday period by $3,400 
although in second week. Initial 
holdever stanza will be giant $120,- 
1900 er near. Music Hall, with “Date 
With Judy” and stageshow, also 
is rounding out a smash week at 
$143,000 although in fifth session. 

“Rope,” in second week at Globe, 
looks to go to $50,000 or better, 
not far from huge $55,000 regis- 
tered opening stanza. Latter was 
especially great in view of record 
neat. 

Capitol], with “Pitfall” and stage- 
bill topped by Dick Powell and 
Dick Jurgens band, is hitting solid 
867.000 on third round. 
foots” is holding nicely 


with “Sorry, Wrong! 


'tra-longrun of former at nearby 
strand. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664, 55-$1.50) 
— “Sorry, Wrong Number” (Pai 
plus Carmen Cavallaro orch, Jack 
Leonard, Martin Bros. heading 
stageshow (2d wk.). Started out in 
sock fashion and soaring to ter- 
rie $120,000 in first round enced 
last (Tues.) night, one of greater 
grosses registered at Par flagship. 
House had biggest Sunday (5) 
and Labor Day in its history. 
Larry Storch was on bill first two 





days. Last week, “Beyond Glory” 
(Par). Ray Eberle. Jan Murray 
heading stagebill (4th wk), $50,000. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945: . 80-$2.40) “Date 
With Judy” (M-Gi with “Jubilee” 
revue onstage (5th wk). Being 


boosted by influx of out-of-towners 
over Labor Day weekend to land 
smash $143,000, especially big in 
view of length of run; third was 
big $135,000, a bit over hopes. 
i“Good Sam” (RKO) opens next. 

| Rialto (Mage) (594: 44-99) — 
“Sofia” (FC). Teed off in fine fash- 
ion and with holiday going to big 
$13,000. Holds over. In ahead, ‘For- 


bidden Love” (Indie) and “Giri 
Frem Paris’ (Indie), $9,000 in 8 
days. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092: 60-$1.- 
;23)—"Velvet Touch” (RKO) (3a 
wk). Second frame ended last 
\(Tues). night held to smooth $25,- 
O06 after $39,000 in first week 


;}which included extra half-day on 
Tuesday (31). 


| Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.80)— 
“Lady in Ermine” (20th) with 
Frances Langford-John Hall. Jer- 


iry Colonna, Harmonicats, iceshow 
on stage (3d-final wk). Second 
week ended last (Tues.) night held 
up to giant $120,000, with boost 
from holiday weekend: first (8 
days! was sturdy $129,000. House 
set new Labor Day weekend ree- 
ord Saturday thraugh Monday, be- 
ing $3,400 over 1947 Labor Day. 
State (Loew's) (3,450: 80-$1.50) 
—“Loves of Carmen” (Col). First 
|} week ending today (Wed.) prob- 
ably will hit great $60,000, and 
looks in for run. In ahead, final 
8 days of ninth week for “Easter 
Parade” (M-G) was okay $22,000. 
Strand (WB) (2.756: 76-$1.50)— 
‘Two Guys From Texas” (WB) and 
“Winner Take All” radio show 
heading stagebill (2d wk). Labor 


“Tap | Day weekend giving this a boost 
with to passable $42,000 or better than 


$28,000 for second week at Cri-| first week's very thin $34,000, be- 


terion, “Velvet Touch” also is okay | 


at $25,000 in initial holdever round 


Roxy is bringing in “Luck of, 


at Rivoli. 
‘Trish with Ed Sullivan and his | 
Harvest Meon Ball winners head- | 
ing stageshow on Sept. 15. Capitol | 
jlaunches “Luxury Liner” 
Gene Krupa 


i¢Thurs.). 
Estimates for This Week 
Aster (City Inv.) (1,300; 76-$1.50) 
—‘Babe Ruth Story” (Mono) (7th 


wk’. Sixth stanza ended last Mon- 
j}day (6) night climbed to robust 
319.000 via Labor Day weekend 


after $18,000 for fifth. Continues. 
Capite! (Loew's) (4.820; 80-$1.50) 
-“Pitfall” with Dick Powell and 
Dick Jurgens orch heading stage- 
bill (3d-final week!. Staying up at 
a fairly nice level with boost from 
nolidas weekend with robust 
$67,000 after $70,000 for second 
“Luxury Liner’ (M-G) and Gene 
Krupa orch, Georgie Price open 
tomorrow (Thurs.). 
| Criterion (Loew's) (1,700; 70- 
| $1.85'— “Tap Roots” (U) (3d wk). 
Second round ended last (Tues.) 
night held up in steady fashion 
with $28,000 after nice $34,000 for 


first. 
Globe (Brandt) (1.500; 90-$1.50) 
“Rope” (WB) 2d wk). Second 
session ending today (Wed.) looks 
to hit smash $50,000 or over, one 
of best holdover stanzas here in 
month; first was huge $55,000, over 
expectancy. and remarkable in 
view of record heat wave in which 
picture opened. 

Getham (Brandt) (900: 70-$1.20) 
—“Ruthless” (EL). Going along in 
great fashion to hit better than 
$15,000 on initial week. Holds, na- 
turally. Last week, subsequent-run. 


Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 60-$1.25) , 


— “Race Street” (RKO) (3d wk. 
Third round winding up Friday 
(10: looks to perk up to fine $16,- 


000 aiter $14,000 in second. Stays. 
Palace (RKO. (1.700; 40-95) 
“Abbott - Costello Meet Franken- 


stein’ (U) and “Casbah” (U) ‘(2d 
runs’. Open today (Wed.'. Last 
week, “Key Largo” (WB) and 
“Wallflower” (WB) (2dsruns), 


»ianded sturdy $12,000 despite ex- 


low hopes. Film was pushed 
around by erix but radio giveaway 
a on stage is no help. Stays a 
rire 
Winter Garden (UA) (1,312: 55- 
$1.25)—“Lareeny” (U). First’ ses- 
sion winding up tomorrow (Thurs. 


with | looks okay $22,000, but disappoint- 
band and Georgie/ing for " 
fall” (UA) (2d wk). Nice $17,000 ;Price topping stagebil] tomorrow | Third week of “Peabody and Mer- 


Labor Day week. Holds. 


maid” (U) fell te $8,000. 


‘Affair’ Oke at $15,000, 
Mpls; ‘Sam’ Wham 146, 
‘Babe Ruth’ No Hit 10G 


Minneapolis, Sept. 7. 
Labor Day holiday week is not- 
able in having only one holdover, 
the record-breaking “The Search” 
in second week at the sure-seater 
World. It's the first time within 
recent memory that every other 

loop house has had a newcomer. 

The entries comprise a quite im- 
pressive array, with “A Foreign 
Affair” leading off, but “Good 
Sam” is equally stout. “So Evil 
| My Leve” looks fairly nice. Pro- 
tracted hot weather is doing box- 
office damage. but the end of state 
_ fair competition should help. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70'— 
“Evil My Love” (Par). Not so good 
$6.000 in prospect. Last week, 
“Escape” (20th), okay $6,800. 

Gepher (Par) (1000; 40-50)— 
“Wings Over Honolulu” (Indie? 
and “Corvette K-225" (U) ireis- 
sues). Fair $3.500. Last week, 
“Slave Ship” (20th) and ‘Frontier 
Marshall” (20th) (reissues). big 36,- 
000 
‘ Lyrie (Par) (1,000; 50-70)\—* Rose 
Washington Square” (20th) (reis 
sue} Good $6,000. Last weet, 
“Street No Name” (20th) (3d wk), 
satisfactory $5,000, giving it big 
$26.000 for three weeks. 

Radio City (Par) (4,400; 50-70'— 
“Foreign Affair’ (Par). Many kind 
words for this one but is uot up to 
hopes at about $15,000. Last 

(Continued on page 16 
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Hear! 


3 “Miss Julie July” 





Hear! 


“Wond! riné When” 












ME Ee 
+ Hear! 


"Isn't It Romantic?” 


“Isn't it ; 
Hear! 


Song Packed? 


Yesitec 
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Soluting Young America 
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Roots’ Hefty $28,000, ‘A&C Loud 24G, ‘A& Lusty $13,000, ‘Roots’ Taps $50,000 in Perky L. A. 


OMAHA; ‘SAM’ BIG 86 
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_ Best Hub Bets; ‘Evil L . orate ie] ‘Li ‘Judy 
) ove ay ‘Abbott and Costello Meet | almpe é ve ll 0 
| | Frankenstein” and “Good Sam” are | ’ 
Boston, Sept. 7. + Bes, yoy —s this week, both 
Biz shapes fairly near average : fo a ee | - 60G, S Bri Ik 43G, ‘ly it iG 
this week with holiday prices help- | Key City Grosses | dais, , shapes so sturdy it may hold | ain ris ris 
ing to hypo take. “Hamlet” still is ia ners doing just so-so with | 
going strong at Astor on third Estimated Total Gross ‘sight resp SH. ae. | pan hase, ess. %- ane, Gonsiiers”” (Seb) Oe ae 
week. “Date With Judy” held over This Week ..... $2,892,000 omenaryyt: trantgphge re ee ee eee “thin $4, - 
to fine returns at State and Or- (Based on 20 cities, 195 Thanh ry xtergy (Tristates) (2,808; 16- all iene’ chaps daget carer | a a pad (D'tewn) (2,008; 
sop ” ; theatres, ag ibd first runs, in 65\—"‘Abbot-Costello Meet Frank- | ll except one new bill displaying | 50-85) — “Mystery in Mexico 
pheum. “Tap Roots” at Memorial cluding 'N. Y. enstein” (U). (26th). Soeko $13.000. poe ee strength. “Date with (RKO) (2d run), with Frankie 
looks strongest newcomer. “Ab- Total Gross n , Last week, “Walls of Jericho” | 2U@Y is out in front with a husky | Laine, Ike Carpenter orch on stage. 
bott and Costello Meet Franken- x oak iross Sa sad ye 000 $10.300. $60,000 looked for in three thea- | Sock $25,000. Last week, “Sea 
stein” shapes solid at RKO Boston. (Based on 30 cities. 206 Brandeis (RKO) (1.500: 16-65)—| tres. “Tap Roots” shapes to land Spoilers”. (WB) (reissues) with 
Estimates for This Week odie) =, wee ‘Geol Gam’ (RKO). Bi “~~ sturdy $50,000 in five situations. Lionel Hampton orch on stage, 
Astor (Jaycocks) (1,300: 90-$2.40 “ise and may hold over Last ye Re meg oli Bley» Bier ate hpi 
(J¢ oOcKS a Ea -$2. i B : 4aS ee 
—“Hamlet” (U) (3d wk). Holding “Bring ‘Em Back Alive” (RKO)| te° oe sore a oN building | Orpheum (D'town-WC) | (2,210; 
ip to nice $22.0 rtioget nies | (reissue) and “Secret Service a Yorthwest | 60-$1)—"NW Stampede” (EL) an 
uj nice $22,000 after about same t Service In-| Stampede” looks brisk $37,000 in|“Locked Doors” (E S17 
for second week. ‘Canon 0 , | Feathers” (Rep) split with “Four | five spots. Disappointing below- 000. Last mane Me vk hoe —— 
Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-80)—"A. Feathers” (FC) and “Drums” (FC) | average business is going to “Luck | “Noose” (EL) Scant $7300. 
& C. Meet Frankenstein” (U) and wr dad oe )}of Irish,” with only $50,000 ex-) pajae (D't m) 122 - 6 
Adventures Don Coyote” (Indie). | 65) "Bevo P ge sean (3.000; 16-)| pected in five locations “Pearl” mor ge Hyer 
Solid $24,000. Last week, “Feudi 5) —"Beyond Glory” (Par) and ers ar , “Tw ys |“ ” imbi 
Fussin’ " (U) and “Wouldn Be in risco; uys 1 pig, Town Scandal” (Par). Nice} teat Tense” with a ss’ socknn eee a “Search pvt 
Shoes” (Mono}, mild $16,000. | $12 500. Last week, “Babe Ruth | | for in second frame, three houses. | for lag lw» oy ae wen 
Exeter (Indie) (1,000: 45:75)— San Francisco, Sept. 7. | Story (Mono) and “Winner's Cir- |: ‘Pitiall” is doing neat $29,500 in | good $7 200. es ; 
“Mr. Blandings” (SRO) and “Meet. Balmy weather and competition cle (20th), smash $15,000. - | second round, four small-seaters.| pant (Pan) (2.812: 
Me at Dawn” (20th). Okay $4,500, from a circus is cutting into holi- | Omaha (Tristates) (2.100; 16-65) | “Mystery in Mexico,” on second- ‘Good ‘m” ob) Po a 
Last week, “Emperor Waltz” (Par) 4y trade here somewhat, but sev- | — “Babe Ruth Story” (Mono) (m.o.) | run, is being pushed to sock 500. Last week “Return Bad’ Me » 
and “Counterfeiters” (20th), mild = SS ae, are doing well. een by ory 22 oe : (20th) (m.o.). | $25,000 by Frankie Laine on the| (RKO) and “Surrender Nee ” (Col) 
$3,000. eyond Glory” will hit husky total | Trim 3) ast week, “Life | stage at Million Dollar. (2d wk), dull $6.5 
ee an nes. lim tol tees » real smash-| With Father” (WB) and “Where | a coe 
Fenway (MP) (1.373: 40-80)— in two theatres, but the real Meare m an ere rstim: T ' o 
Evil My Love” ans oe italien ae is “Canon City” at St. Francis. | North Begins” (SG), okay $10,500.- Estimates for This Week | Aa At 60-$1) 
Legion” (Rep). Okay’ $7,000. Laat Geed Sam” likely will check in| State (Goldberg) (865; 16 -65)— | ,, Belmont (FWC) (1.532; 60-$1)— | o¢ foe” thes) Gh ok tee 
week, “Walls Jericho” (20th) and “th fine stanza at Golden Gate. “Up in Central Park” (U) and|_Northwest Stampede’ (EL) and | ¢i9 000. L t rook “mild 19,000" 
“Michael O'Halloran” (Mono). $3- “Two Guys From Texas” is sur- ““Jassy” (U) started Monday (6). “Behind Locked Doors "(EL). Nice) “7° ast week, mild $19,000. 
B00 coer prisingly big at Fox, while “Lady Last week, “The Pirate’ (M-G) and $4, oe Last week, “Mickey” (EL) ‘ae ae, ~~ (F&M) 
Memorial (RKO) (3.000): 40-00) | age Mh “ land solid | ane Daring Young Man” (Col), ee tea angman’s Noose” (EL), only | (Par) (2d a See ~ —— ” 
_imp > 4TT) em 6 i session a arfield. “Larceny” is | fair $4,600. : Dy : —o?, Seawe 
rile a my! 3 quned No fine at small Esquire. | Beverly Hills Musie Hall (G&S- (Rep). Light -38,000. Last week, 
week, “Babe Ruth” is ne Estimates for This Week | ° | Corwin-Lesser) (826; 60-$1). | “Pit- pg igh easaog - 
“Devil's Cargo” (FC), fairly good Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 60-95) | . 4 fall” Oe SS ee ere | gor Good’ Sam” RKO)” Baste 
$18.000 for third week. : —‘Good Sam” (RKO).- Fine $18.- mine moot | at TOUR; SAREY TROOP. | $21 500. Last ol “Retur. “— 
Metropolitan (MP) (4,387; 40-80) 279 OF over. Last week, "Velvet | $1" Luck Of “Irish” (20ih) and | Men” (RKO) and “Surrender Dear” 
— Beyond Glory” (Par) and “Music | !UCh” (RKO) (2d wk), $11,000. | ‘Shanghai Chest” (M oth ig | (Co) (2d wk), thin $10,800. 
Man” (Mono). Fair $18,000. Last. . Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95)—“Two | $6300". Last. week, “Lady in|_ Ritz (FWC) (1,370; 60-$1)—“Tap 
week, “Lite With Father” (WB) and Guys Texas” (WB). Big $27,000 or | rol | Ermine” 20th) and “Ki G Roots” (U). Brisk $11 000. Last 
“Daredevils of Clouds” (Rep), dis- near. Last week, “Mr Blandings” ” (Rep) (ad vk) ski eg 3 300, week “Peabody Mermaid” (U) , id 
appointing $16,000 (SRO) (24 wk), nice $15,500 | ee (Rep) (26 wih eer vo eee ” : 
000. ice $15,500. Detroit. fant. tees (Cre -WC) (2.048: aredevils Clouds” (Rep) (2d wk), 
Orpheum (Loew) (3,500; 40-8 Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 60-85)— pi. 7. om: eho <= , 4 | Oke $5,300 
F? m (L (3,500; Dhl ue ee ee” Me ae sill Good new product is beating the | 60-$1)—“Luck Irish” (20th) and} ape 
Date With Judy" (M-G) and ny a ae Great | heat and returns are searing this | “Shanghai Chest” (Mono) Light | ,,, Studie City (FWC) (830; 60-$1) 
“Closeup” (EL) (2d wk). Nice $20.- $22 500. ast week, “Escape” |... k. Surpris _ : “or, “',.| “Ta Root » (U). S “ 7 500. 
. ator © . Nice $20,- (55h). mild $13,800. | wee urprise draw is “Beyond | $10, 500. Last week, “Lady Er-| p Roots” (VU). Smart $7,500. 
= after fine $31,000 first week. Beunioe ee te (955: 53-85) | Glory” at the Michigan in its| mine” (20th) and “King Gamblers” | Last week, “Peabody Mermaid 
wan mone ae (1,700; 40-80\— _<Tareeny” (U) Fine $10 000. | second week, seen its open-| (Rep) od wk), mild $7,400. - — —— Clouds” (Rep) 
so Evil Love” (Par) and “Gallant ahaa aie ” «TT, ¢ ‘| ing session. e Fox has “Lady Culver (FWC) (1.145: 60-$1)— 7K), $d, 100. 
a (Rep). Average $12,000. ao week, “Tap Roots" (U), $11, jin Ermine,” with best take for a|“Northwest Stampede” (EL) ‘e} United Artists (UA) (2,100; 60-$1) 
ny on orn serhene” (20th)  Glay (Roesner) (40: 65-85)- prev — ag a — is only “[ocked Doors” (EL). Sturdy | Le —"Tap nek, (U). Good $18,000. 
and “Michael O'Halloran” (Mono), «p,ea sner) = — {average for this time of the vear. | $6 5 oak in “Mic 7y.)| Last wee “Peabody Mermaid” 
; reams Money Can Buy” (Indie) | | $6,500. Last week, “Mickey” (FE L) |, 
$9.800 Od wk). Oke $2500. Last aa | Estimates for This Week | and “Hangman’s Noose” (EL), only A and “Daredevils Clouds” (Rep) 
.poiate (Loew! (3.500; — 40-80'— good $2,800. Adams (Balaban) (1,740; 70-95) | $3,200. Yiptes mE WC). 1,7 
“rte. With Judy (M-G) and Larkin (Roesner) (400: 65-85)— —— Faster Parade” (M-G) (8th wk).| Dewntown (WB) (1,800; 60-$1)— | «J —- Trish” (20th) be en! 
500 pr (EL) (2d wk). Nice $13,- “Mill on the Floss” (Indie). Nice | Steady $6,000, same as in seventh | “Two Guys Texas” (WB) and “Em- Chest” (Mono). Mild. $7 300. Last 
er okay $16,500 first. $2.700. Last week, “The Raven” | Vek. _ | braceable You” (WB) (2d wk).| week “I ady Ermine” (20th) 2 id 
————— (Indie) and “‘Lover’s Return” ines! Art Cinema (Marten) (459; 60-90) | Near good $17,000. Last week, | “King Gambl rs” “(R ) (24 *k 
die) (3d wk). ok 1.70¢ }—Anna Karenina” (20th). Flush | nifty $20,000 fem ~~ a woe 
PITT SLOW: SUDY OK United Nations (WC) (1.149; 60- | $5:500. Last week, “Spectre of Downtown M Hall vee 
. i Ni s (F ) (1,368; G+ es cae ee. owntown Music Hall (Corwin- Vogue (FWC) (885; 60-85)— 
’ a, * dmabe (i Rose (Rep) and > ; } pa , 
‘ ; 85'—*“Mr. Blandings” (SRO) (m.o.). | poo oy ‘indie! (24 ik tery jong Lesser ) (872; 60-$1)—“Pittall” (UA) “NW Stampede” (EL) and “Locked 
18,000, A 1f° Good $6,000. Last week, “Walls | . good $3,000.' (oq wk). Bright $14,000. Last! Doors” (EL). Nice $5,000. Last 
1236 Jericho” (20th) (m.o.), 5 days. $2-| itr 13300, 70-95) hs oa age 4 i week, big $19,000. week, “Mickey” (EL) and “Noose” 
Pitts - 500. } nek ~~ a ae a 2 ynily rf nge S ‘ow mti:z , . . id — (EL), only 2.300. e 
Too much manne a on : the State (Par). (2,133; 60-85)—“Be- | Have Wings’ (Col) and “Coast “Dane with ‘ots ; (MG) oO et | Wilshire Pwo (2,296; 60-$1)— y 
tre business here right ew, with yond Glory’ (Par). Trim $9,000. $9.00 ee i “Bring ‘Em Back $16,000. ‘Last : week, “paster “Date with Judy” (MG). Hefty 
big baseball crowds and tl Last week, “Tower of London” (In- | °°.“ , am Bac -ade” (M-G) ( ike davs) / $16,000. Las’ week, “Easter Pa- 
fair drawing Sealant jay g' die) and “Man Who Reclaimed (Continued on page 16) Je ay A a a ’ rade” (M-G) (3d wk-10 days), neat 
e of sock attractions on tap, but few Head" (Indie) (reissues). $6,500. | El Rey (FWC) (861: 60-$1) | $10.100. 
are over fair. “Date with ,_ Paramount (Par) (2.646; 60-85)— “Stam ede” (EL) and “Lacked| igre ee he eee can 
Judy” at Penn looks best, with “Beyond Glory” (Par). Husky by ¥ L’ ville Coden Biz Same; 'D s (EL) Ok: ' $4,000 ee a | rwe Guys Texgs: (We) ane 
“Two Guys trom Texas” a distant 900 or close. Last week, “Cru- vaok. “Mickey” (EL) id “N se” | embraceable You" (WB) (2d wk). 
runner-up at Stanley. “Tap Roots” S@des” (Par) (reissue), strong $18 ‘Glory’ Ok t 14 000, (EL) “ena : $2 200 he) and “Noose Neat $13,000. Last week, $15,000. 
drew fine notices at Harris but O00. y e€ a 4 : , = UU. F st 
suffering with others. “Good St. Franeis (Par) (1.400; 60-85)— ‘ Esquire {Rosener) (685; 85-$1.20) 
Sam" started early in stanza at “Canon City” (EL). Smash $18,000. Pirate’ Medium $12 000 perth a es aa ae Prov Perks: ‘Sam’ Soars 
Warner, and looks stout. | Last week, “Foreign Affair” (Par) teelettiic. S ‘ wi sa. 3 wget i Thin ° ? 
Estimates f oa. a (Sth wk), 10 days. fine $11,500. Pa > hn 6. gia ae ae rene vere T : ud P 
. ; or This Week Orpheum (Blumenteid) (2,448: Weather has taken a cool turn, Four Star (UA-WC) (900: 60-$1) 0 Fancy 19,000 J y 
ulton (Shea) (1.700: 44-76)—/'=s.95) "9. mar ogee “ but biz at the downtown houses is “ ? ‘ fa. ’ ? 
ita a Oe 4-76'— | 55-85)—"Tap Roots” (U) (2d wk) till o ecg > ne : IS “Pearl” (RKO) (3d wk). Near ‘ in 
acd) rmine” (20th). Crix' pair $12,000. Last week, solid }). on stow sce. 50-S0 pace 15 | $4,000. Last week, neat $4; 600. Lush 236 A&C B 17G 
roy a but will be lucky to get ¢19 900 blamed on ordinary product plus Guild (FWC) (968: 50-$1 ’ ig 
7,000, sluggish for Grable opus in” qyj ee ee eaq, too many holdovers. Best current . ' —"Tap Srovidence. Se 7 
holiday session. Last ——_" Ab- a ae ae A) " pga and film prospect is “Without Glory,” Roots’ " {U rs Excellent $6,500. Last With the ph 4 ape Mies ant 
bott-Costello Meet Frankenstein” | Oxy $6.000 in 5 days. Last week. at Rialto, with “Pirate,” at Loew's ee roamed <a ws el and yive a further shot in arm, all 
ad (3d ge $2,000 in 3 days | 19 000. ila ia prepreg. second and not too saen aaa Clouds” (Rep) (2d wk), | Songs are looking for higher 
it fancy $25,000 on 17-day run. " chage — - sturdlly. ae ee srosses. I ’s $s soli ‘i 
' Stagedoor (Ackerman) (350: 60- Pome eg ae _.. grosses. Loew’s shapes solid with 
aN Harris (Harris) (2,200; 44-76'— g5)— "Gr "pee > al Estimates for This Week Hawaii (G&S - Corwin- Lesser! “pate with Judy.” RKO 4 , 
a arris) (2,200; 5)—"Green Was Valley” (20th) or This Wee 60-1) "Pitiall’ (UA) (2d | eet’, With Judy.” RKO Albees 
as Roots (U). Another one and “Roya! Scandal” (20th) (reis- Brewn (Fourth Avenue) (1.200: a a X neh aa “Good | Sam” also looks smash. 
ra ound favor with crix but suf- sues). Nice $2,500. Last week. 45-65)—‘Melody Time” (RKO) and stroas $8 000 “ Baie 11 "A. & C, Meet Frankenstein will be 
ering trom other current attrac- “Lite, Loves Rembrandt” (FC) and “Mystery in Mexico” (RKO) (mo.). Aetengnnry = great at Majestic. 
te _Maybe $11,000, okay. Last “Seartet Pimpernel” (FC) (2d wk) Fair $3,500. Last week. “Foreign ntlollywood (WB) (2.756; 60-$1)— Estimates for This Week 
_ . “Larceny” (U), $13,000 in (reissues), $1,900. Affair” (Par) and “Big Town Scan- Iwo Guys Texas’ (WB) and © Em- Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65'— 
ays. oe al” (Par) (2d wk). : braceable You” (WB) (2d wk). u. -- mag od a Slee 
ene aoe dal” (Par) (2d wk), about same. : A Good Sam” (RKO) and “Prairie” 
Penn ‘Loew’s-UA) (3.300; 44-76) Kentucky (‘Switow) (1.200; 30-40) Good $15,500. Last week, sturdy (SG). Very nice $19,000. Last 
—“Date with J ery es . ‘ . us pee . ma ; ; $16,700 but below hopes. sy, very ee ert ~ 
with Judy” (M-G). Not D G f Gl Romance High Seas” (WB) and week. ‘“Feudin,’ Fussin’”’ (U), good 
sant Soares biz by any means enver Woes Tor ory, “Wallflower” (WB). About average Hollywood Music Hall (Corwin- $15 500 
xut likely to hold anyway because ‘ ? $3.000. Last week. “Emperor Waltz” Lesser) (475; 60-85'—"Pittall”’ Carlton (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)— 
house figures everything’s presently Lofty $17,500; Judy 18G (Par) and “Blondie’s Reward” (Col) ‘UA? (2d wk). Smart $4,500. Last «Key Largo” (WB) and “French 
running against it. Good $18,000 a . - ditto week, robust $6,900. Leave” (WB) (2d run). Fair $4,000. 
in sight, but not up to hopes. Last Denver. Sept ‘. Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,100: Iris (FWC) (828; 60-85)—''Tap Last week, “Anna Karenina” (20th) 
week *Paradi 2 C3 sa” Ss » Downtown theatres are getting a 45-65) - ife Wi .. 9 y ” t me vd F , - _ re nPaks : 
eek. aradine ase” (SRO) (2d? ee pay page Bl gly 5-65 ie ith Fathet (WB) Roots” (U Nifty $7,000 or close. and “North of Border’ (reissues), 
\ Ki. $11,000. nice break here this session. Stand- (24 wk). Fair $6,000 after last Last week, “Peabody Mermaid” $3,500 
Ritz ‘Loew's! (800; 44-76— out Is Beyond Glory” with smash week's solid $10,000. (U) and “Daredeviis Cloud” (Rep) Fay’s (Fay) (1.400; 44-65)— 
Paradine Case” (SRO) ‘m.o.) Stanza at the Denham while Date National ‘Standard? ‘2.400; 45- 65) (2d wk), mild $2,700. “Eyes of on cas” (Rep) and vaude 
fn te $2.000. Last week. fifth With Judy looks big at Orpheum. —A4 & C Meet Frankenstein” (U) Laurel ‘(Rosener) (890: 835'— on stage. Nifty $7,000. Last week, 
~tle Session of “Easter “Walls a Jericho’ _is mildish and and “Close Up" (EL) (2d wk). Down “Ninotchka” (M-G) (reissue! (24: “Count Monte Cristo” (Indie) and 
— . _M-G), $2.500 for third sa, = fe eo” to mild $6.000 after last week's yw Near $3.000. Last week, “Son Monte Cristo” (Indie) (re- 
pS tlhe gg i Ne Romy iF or —, 35-13 solid $14.000. rs. good $4,000. issues), $5,000. 
7 ator (Harris) (1.750: 44-76:— Aladdin (Fox!) (i200; Peel ~ Rialto (FA) (23.400; 45-65) i © , . Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65'— 
Larceny” (Ll: (mo... Going no- “Mr. Blandings” (SRO) (m.o.). Fine “Beyond Glory” (Par) and “Shaggy” Loew's State (Loew’s-WC) (2,404; .vioct Faankenstein” (U) and 
Where at 32,500, Last week, “Sign $3,000. Last week. “Life With Par). Good $14.000 or over. Last 60-$1)—"“Luck Irish” (20th) and. Blac nm WB "Packi gz them 
of Ram" (‘Col age “Best Man Father’ (WB) and “Wallflower” week. “Melody Time” (RKO) and “Shanghai Chest” (Mono Dull j, ic . ee $17,000 ge <9 week 
Wins” (Col), 8 days, $3000. WB) (m.o.), $5,000 Mystery in Mexico” (RKO fait $16,500 Last week, “Lady Er- “Key con s WE 4 “Wrench 
Stanley (WB) 3 B00: 44-76)— Broadway (Cinema) (1,500: 35- $12,000. : hee mine” (20th) and “King Gamblers” Soc A a ‘We $8 500 ans 
or, é Bsn 4 3 - vn “obo Mapai? : pues . ’ { . » ‘ 7 or » (y 1, dO. 
aia ay bo Texas (WB Oke pe Another Part Forest i _ State (Loew s) (3,000: 45-65)-- Rep) (2d wk), dull $10 100. ; . State ‘Loew) (3.200; 44-65'I— 
i ) or over. Last week, (2d Wk). Dim $4,500. Last week. “The Pirate” (M-G) and “Big City” | Los Angeles (D'town-WC) (2.097, “Date with Judy” (M-G) and “Gen- 
a a OE 5 tae 7 fan $7,000. ge en c (M-G). Medium $12,000. Last week, 60-$1)—"Date With Judy” (M-G). tleman from Nowhere” (M-G). 
“Goan VB) (2,000; 44-76)— | Denham ‘Cockrill) (1.750; 35-70) “Time of Life” (UA) and “Gentle- Solid $28,000. Last week, “Faster Sojid $23,000. Last week, “Para- 
‘ood Sam (RKO). Opened “Beyond Glory” (Par). Smash $17.-- man From Nowhere” (Col). $10.000, Parade” (M-G) (3d wk-10 days’, dine Case” (SRO) and “Return 
Sees Ch eee GOR Oat 6 oteete 06 | SEE ee, tee aka | cee tr i a ae smart $15,200. Wildfire” (M-G), average $14,000. 
el nd ge cy By compe- —— a ar) (2d M k', $8.000. a sades” (Par) (reissue). Mild $5.300 Lovola (FWC) (1,248: 60-$1)— Strand (Silverman) (2.200: 44-63) 
ter Last ' ss 312.500 dy bet- “welle Je Fox) wae 35-74)— Last week. “Fighting Father “Lueck [rish” (20th) and “Shanghai —‘Foreign Affair” (Par) (2d wk). 
(RKO) ‘Oa po: Medora Touch Valls Jericho” (20th) and “Train Dunne” (RKO) and “Walt Disney Chest” ‘Mono: Good $9,000. Last Began second round Monday ‘6). 
2d wk-4 days), $5,000. + (Continued on page 16) Festival’ (RKO), about same. week, “Lady Ermine” (20th) and First week was rousing $14.000. 











ie ee Ne sme 


% 
. 
<€ 





Wednesday, September 8, 1943 _ 























WAS IT JUST A 





“Luxury Liner’ 
WA bracelet 


UMMER ROMANCE? 


Don’t worry, Miss Box-Office. Your sugar daddy Leo will love 
you in December as he did in May. He’s just had another shot 
of Vitamin M-G-M and he’s rarin’ to go. Look what’s coming 
from your all-year-round Santa Claus: 


GREER GARSON 

WALTER PIDGEON in 

“JULIA MISBEHAVES" 

PETER LAWFORD, ELIZABETH TAYLOR 
CESAR ROMERO, Lucile Watson, Nigel 
Bruce, Mary Boland, Reginald Owen 


* x * 


The Enterprise Studios present 
DANA ANDREWS, LILLi PALMER 
and LOUIS JOURDAN in 

“NO MINOR VICES" 

with Jane Wyoft 


. & 2 


“THE SECRET LAND” (Technicolor) 
Starring 

MEN AND SHIPS 

Of The U. S. NAVY 

Narration By 

Comdr. ROBERT MONTGOMERY, U.S.N.R. 
Lt. ROBERT TAYLOR, U.S.N.R. 

Lt. VAN HEFLIN, A.A.F. (Ret.) 


t wk * 


“HILLS OF HOME" (Technicolor) 
Starring 

EDMUND GWENN 

DONALD CRISP, TOM DRAKE 
JANET LEIGH and LASSIE 
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Alexandre Dumas’ 
“THE THREE MUSKETEERS" (Technicolor) 
Starring 
LANA TURNER, GENE KELLY 
JUNE ALLYSON, VAN HEFLIN 
ANGELA LANSBURY 
Frank Morgan, Vincent Price, Keenon 
Wynn, John Sutton, Gig Young 

* * * 


“ACT OF VIOLENCE” 
Starring 
VAN HEFLIN, ROBERT RYAN 
with Janet Leigh, Mary Astor 
Phyllis Thaxter 

x~ * * 


FRANK SINATRA, KATHRYN GRAYSON 

in “THE KISSING BANDIT (Technicolor) 

J. Carrol Naish, Mildred Natwick 

Mikhail Rasumny, Billy Gilbert 

Sono Osato with Dance Specialties By 

Ricardo Montalban, Ann Miller, Cyd Charisse 
* * * 


John Ford's 

“3 GODFATHERS" (Technicolor) « 
Presented by John Ford & Merian C. Cooper 
Starring 

JOHN WAYNE, PEDRO ARMENDARIZ 
And Introducing HARRY CAREY, Jr. 

with Ward Bond, Mae Marsh 

Jane Darwell, Ben Johnson 


ROBERT TAYLOR 
AVA GARDNER 
CHARLES LAUGHTON 
VINCENT PRICE 
JOHN HODIAK in 
“THE BRIBE" 


<« *«© *& 


“LITTLE WOMEN" (Technicolor) 

Starring 

JUNE ALLYSON, PETER LAWFORD 
MARGARET O'BRIEN, ELIZABETH TAYLOR 
JANET LEIGH, ROSSANO BRAZZ) 
MARY ASTOR with 

Lucile Watson, C. Aubrey Smith 


* . 


CLARK GABLE, WALTER PIDGEON 
VAN JOHNSON, BRIAN DONLEVY 
Charles Bickford, John Hodiak 
Edward Arnold in 

“COMMAND DECISION" 


* . & 


“SUN IN THE MORNING" 
(Technicolor) Starring 
JEANETTE MacDONALD 


LLOYD NOLAN, CLAUDE JARMAN, Jr. 
and LASSIE 
with Lewis Stone, Percy Kilbride 


“WORDS AND MUSIC" (Technicolor) 
Starring 
MICKEY ROONEY, JUDY GARLAND 
GENE KELLY, JUNE ALLYSON 
PERRY COMO, ANN SOTHERN 
with Tom Drake, Cyd Charisse, Betty 
Garrett, Lana Horne, Janet Leigh, Marshall 
Thompson, Mel Torme, Vera-Ellen 
x * * 
SPENCER TRACY, DEBORAH KERR 
in “EDWARD, MY SON" with lan Hunter 
~* *«* * + 
JOHN GARFIELD in 
The Roberts Production 
“FORCE OF EVIL" 
An Enterprise Picture 
with Thomas Gomerz and Marie Windsor 
And Introducing BEATRICE PEARSON 
xk * ° 
FRED ASTAIRE, GINGER ROGERS in 
“THE BARKLEYS OF BRCADWAY" 
(Technicolor) 
with Oscar Levant, Billie Burke 
Gail Robbins, Jacques Francois 
x * * 
GENE KELLY, ESTHER WILLIAMS 
FRANK SINATRA in 
“TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME” 
(Technicolor) 
with Betty Garrett 
Jules Munshin, Edward Arnold 


CWHEN LEO KISSES MISS BOX-OFFICE SHE STAYS KISSED! 


(Help Promote YOUTH MONTH —Saluting Young Americo!) 
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*‘VARIETY’'S’ LONDON OFFICE 1% 
8 St. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Squaré 


Yanks’ $5-6,000,000 at Stake in Mex 
Pix Freeze; Stop Film Flow to China 


Mexico City, Sept. 7. 


VARIETY 


Straus to Zurich On 


Wednesday, September 8, 1948 
Musical ‘Music Comes’ 
Paris, Aug. 31. 


Italo Pix Production Worsening; 
| Increasing Imports Glut Market 1.32 ‘e"Sit Soe 


| will set the production of “The 


a 





Rome, Aug. 31. + 








Although Italian production rose 
to 62 features in 1947, as against 
56 in 1946, the local production 
alignment has grown worse this 
year, according to unofficial sta- 
tistics issued last week. 
number of pictures imported into 
Italy is reported to be about three 
times what the market is said to 
need, even more _ foreign-mades 
will come into the market this 
year. Reported that about 800 im- 
ports already have entered the 
country in 1948 while the num- 
ber of local productions as of to- 
day is only 52. 

The situation on grosses, how- 
ever, appears a little better. Of 
about $56,000,000 taken in by 
Italy's film theatres last year, 
$7,000,000 went for Italian-made 
pictures. In the first three-month 
period of the film year ending 
Aug. 31, American product ob- 
tained $2,500,000 out of more than 
$3,000,000 total, representing the 
firstrun grosses in 10 key cities. 
Only about $400,000 went to Italian 
pictures. Latter, however, 


; 


While the | 


Tokyo Sympathy Strike 
On Toho Police Eviction 


Tokyo, Aug. 27. 

Toho Motion Picture and The- 
atrical Co., whose four-month 
struggle with its discharged work- 
ers who squatted in the firm’s main 
studio ended last week when po- 
lice evicted the sitdowners, is still 
not free from trouble. Sympathetic 
workers in most of Toho’s 900-odd 
theatres throughout Japan went 
out on 24-hour strikes this week 
to protest the “illegal police sup- 
pression” of the studio workers. 

Of the 24 members of the studio 
management staff, 16 have _ re- 
signed and the other eight have 
declared themselves opposed to 
Prexy Tetsuzo Watanabe’s policy. 





Cuba Now Has 75 


kept | 


up playing time ‘and gross total at | 


a higher averege in 
with foreign films. 
American boxoffice leaders 
1947-48 thus far are “For Whom 
Bell Tolls” (Par), ‘Notorious’ 
(RKO), “Spanish Main” (RKO), 
“Adventure” (M-G), “Jesse James” 
(20th), “Pinocchio” (RKO), “Blood 
and Sand” (20th), ‘Razor's Edge” 


comparison | 


for 


|\U. S.. Department 


(20th), “Goodbye, Mr. Chips’ | 
(M-G), “Mrs. Parkington” (M-QG), 
“Guy Named Joe” (M-G), “Pur- 
sued” (WB), “‘Best Years” (RKO), 


“Wonderful Life” (indie), ‘‘Buffalo 
Bill” (20th), ‘“‘Humoresque” (WB), 
“The Women” (M-G) and “Tonight 
and Every Night’ (Col). 

British pictures took in about 
$3,000,000 out of 1947 total money, 
which also placed them in their 
prewar position. 


‘LADIES’ LOOKS GOOD 
IN ITS LONDON PREEM 


- 


London, Sept. 7. 
Sacha Guitry’s comedy, “Don't 
Listen Ladies,’ proved to be the 
best of three entries that bowed 
here last week. Opening at the St. 
James theatre Thursday (2), 
“Ladies” was wittily adapted and 
brightly acted. Constance Cum- 
mings and Francis Lister, who top 
the cast, received an ovation. Suc- 
cess of the piece appears sure. It 
had a preparatory tour in the 
provinces last month. 


Earlier in the week on Tuesday 
(31), Peter Watling’s new play, 
“Rain on the Just,’ was presented 
by Henry Sherek at the Aldwych 
theatre. With an _ interesting 
topical theme reminiscent of Che- 
khov’s “Cherry Orchard,” the 
drama was splendidly acted by 
Marie Ney, Dulcie Gray, Michael 
Denison and Geoffrey Keen. and 
has an even chance for success 

In an other opening, “Sugar and 
Spice” made a feeble debut at St. 
Martin’s theatre Saturday (4). An 
anemic revue with no marquee 
names, it’s good in spots but is un- 
likely to stay. 

Harry Green's revival of the one- 
acter, “The Cherry Tree,” at the 
Casino earned him a warm recep- 
tion. Revival marks new, and part- 
Iv successtul departure in London 





vaudeville. 


Cole & Atkins and June Rich- 
mond, retained from the previous 
bill, scored again. 





Sartre Film Leads Four 
More American Imports 


Foreign film imports continue to 
pour into the U. S. with four more 
European - produced pix acquired 
last week for American distribu- 
tion. Jean Paul Sartre’s first film, 
“The Chips Are Down,” which he 
adapted from his existentialist 


novel, “Les Jeux Sont Faits,”’ will 
be handled in N. Y. by Lopert 
Films. 

Two other French pix were 


picked up by Vog Film Co., “The 
Eternal Husband,’ based upon a 
Dostoievsky story, starring Raimu, 
and “The Adventures of Casanova,” 
a romantic comedy with Georges 
Guetary. Another import is a iun- 
Zarlan musical tagged ‘Young 
Hearts” (“Hazugsag Nelkul”). Lat- 
ter will be released by a newly- 
formed distrib, the Geritone Co. 


jrural 


, They 


from the U. S., 


16m Theatres 


Washington, Sept. 7. 
A stepup of 16m operations in 
Cuba now has 75 16m theatres, 


| 


| 


| f lew 7 ae 
~ Bank’s Demands sx:3c°sc2eee 
| 


| 
} 


Music Comes.” Then he will go 
to Austria to see the condition of 
his estate there. Returns to Zur- 
ich in time for the final rehear- 
sals of “Music.” 


He has made no definite plans | 


for tours, but 
duct in Italy, Spain and Belgium. 


US. Distribs To 


Courts on Argent. 





Buenos Aires, Aug. 31. 
U. S. distributors in Argentina 
have appealed to the courts 
against the fines of over $400,000 


| which the Argentine Central Bank 


| by any 


} 


with a seating capacity of about | 


15,000, running there. During the 
first half of this year, about 100 


demanded from them as a deposit 
to cover differences between the 
celluloid value of their film im- 
ports and their percentage value 
at the boxoffice. Until the courts 
give a decision on the case, the 
bank cannot 

legal 
Some reports, 
government 


means, they aver. 
are that the local 
is considering crack- 


ing down on U. S. distributors 
i|from another angle by forcing 
them to pay duty in dollars on 


full-length features were shown in| 


these theatres, reports Nathan D. 
Golden, head of the motion pic- 
ture-photographic branch of 
of Commerce. 
These films were imported, about 


the | 


half coming from Mexico and the) 


Argentine. 
Presently, the Cuban branch of- 


dios distribute 16m pix in addition 
to the standard 35m prints. The 
sub-standard film theatres are in 
areas and generally lease 


American pix imported into the 
country in transit to neighboring 
Paraguay and Uruguay for play- 
dates. 

Meanwhile work is proceeding 
normally in local distribution of- 
fices, and there does not seem to 


| be any ill feeling after the strike 
|of distribution office workers by 
fices of five major American stu- | 


product on a 40% rental, with the | 


program including one or 
shorts in addition to the feature. 
Development of 16m below the 
border is also noticeable in El 
Salvador, where J. Suvillaga & Co. 
handles the distribution. It is 
owned by the manager of the Cir- 
cuito de Teatros Nacionales, the 
35m monopoly. While 16m pictures 
are never shown where they might 
cut into the 35m market, the nar- 


two. 


the officially controlled Syndicate. 
It is unlikely that demands of the 


distribution personnel’s Syndicate | 


will be satisfied until after the 
government has made a decision 
on wage increases demanded by 
the Commercial Employees’ Union. 

Bruno Bolognesi, representing 
the National 
ducers and Film 
reached Buenos Aires from Italy, 
and will try to iron out the kinks 
which have been appearing lately 
in getting Italian pix approved by 
the Entertainment Board. 

A new Italian distribution setup 


'has just been launched, called the 


row-gauge biz is being pushed in| 


the sticks. Mayors of smaller towns 


| Europa, headed by Giacomo Mag- | 


are urged to purchase 16m equip-| 


ment and organize commercial mo- | 


tion picture projects in their com- 
munities. Mayors of eight towns 
did so this year, but the rainy sea- 


temporary shutdown. 


| 


Cinematografica de America v 


lia, Amleto Faiola and Alberto 
Fournie. 





Argentine Govt. Nixes 


son has brought all but three to a. 


Other countries reported on by: 


the Department of Commerce: 
ITALY: Italian production 


ing 1947, the studios turned out 
57 features, 10 more than in 1946. 
also produced 
contrasted with 74 during the 
previous years. Distribution was 
nearly 50°) greater than in 1946. 
Importation of films also increased 
in 1947. During the year, 739 im- 
port 


has | 
been definitely on the upside. Dur- | 


182 shorts, | 


pared with 503 in 1946. Two-thirds | 


of last year’s Italian imports came 


with France, Eng- | 


land and Russia following in that | 


order. Tendency of U. S. 


com- | 


panies to use part of their blocked | 
funds by making pictures in Italy | 


first began to develop in the latter 
part of last year. 

GREECE: As in the previous 
year, the Greek Government allo- 


‘cated $500,000 for U. S. film im-) 
‘ports during the fiscal year begin- 
‘ning July 1, 1948. The Greek im- 


port control plan was also ex- 
tended for the new fiscal year. 
Licenses are issued for individual 
pictures by the Ministry of Na- 
tional Economy. 





Sam Burger’s Cook’s Tour 


Loew’s International sales man- 


ager Samuel N. Burger planes out | 


Friday (10) on a four-month inspec- 
tion tour that will take bim to 22 
countries on three continents. He 
flies first to Tokyo and from there 
will stop off at all Metro exchanges 
in the Far East. Edward O'’Con- 


nor, Far East regional director, ac- | 


companies him as far as India. 
Burger will then go to Istanbul 
to meet David Lewis, regional di- 
rector for continental Europe, 
North Africa and the Near East. 
Burger is seneduled to return to 
the homeoffice about Christmas. 


i 


licenses were granted, com-| Film 


Pix Union Legal Status 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 7. 


The labor association of the Ar- | 
industry was de- | 
| prived of its legal standing by gov- 


gentine cinema 


ernment action following a sitdown 
strike by film office employees in 


sympathy with locked-out studio | tonight (7) has been limited to! 


workers. 


Secretariat of Labor Welfare or- | 


dered the workers back to their 
jobs Monday (6). The Assn. of 
Producers engineered the 
studio lockout Sept. 2 to head off 
a threatened strike. 





<< 


Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, Sept. 7. 
“A La Carte,” Savoy (12). 
“All My Sons,” Globe (12). 
“Anna Luceasta,” Majesty (45). 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (66). 
“Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (72). 
“Bob’s Your Uncle,” Sav. (18). 
“Cage Peacock,” Strand (22). 
“Caribbean Rhap,” Wales (14). 
“Carissima,” Palace (26). 
“Chiltern Hundreds,” Vaude (54). 
“Crime Passionel,”’ Garrick 
“Don’t Listen,” St. Jas. (1). 
“Eden End,” Duchess (1). 
“Edward My Son,” Lyric (67). 
“For Dear Life,”’’ Emb. (1). 
“Four, Five, Six,” York (26). 
“Giaconda Smile,” New (14). 
“Glass Menagerie,” H’market (6). 
“Happiest Days,” Apollo (24). 
“Little Lambs,” Ambass. (22), 
“Off Record,” Piccadilly (62). 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (71). 
“Paragon,” Fortune (18). 
“People Like Us,” Wynd. (9). 
“Rain On Just,” Ald. (1). 
“Sit Down,” Comedy (5). 
“Starlight Roof,’ Hipp. (44). 
“Travelers Joy,” Crit. (14). 
“Together Again,” Vic Pal. (74). 
“Worms View,” Whitehall (71). 





has offers to con-! 


demand these fines | 


Assn. of Italian Pro- | 
Distributors, has | 


(5), 





| 


‘Kreisler’s 16-Country 
European Film Surve 


London, Sept. 7. 
Bernie Kreisler, U.S. film dis- 
tribution executive, is here follow- 
ing a 16-country independent post- 
war survey of European film mat- 
ters, which has taken him 11 
months to date. Having just got- 
ten here from Budapest and 
Prague, his commentary on the 
|“iron curtain” countries is being 
reduced to writing as part of 
his findings. Kreisler is booked 








When in Rome, Kreisler had an 
audience with the Pope on film 
| matters. 


Rank Tribunal 
Idea Set for Nix 


London, Sept. 7. 
Meeting of the General Council 
of the Cinematograph Exhibitors 
| Assn. in London tomorrow (8) will 
| bury the stillborn corpse of J. Ar- 





| thur Rank’s projected tribunal to) 


|settle disputes between General 
| Film Distributors and indie exhibs 
|on film hire charges. 

Overwhelming reaction by in- 
| dies throtighout the country against 
|the constitution as suggested by 
|Rank when he met the CEA dele- 
| gates in July has put finis to the 
'project in its original form, and 
ia new formula will have to be 
| worked out before exhibitors can 
be sold on the idea. 

As a result of the impasse, CEA 
will take steps to arrange a fur- 
|ther meeting with Rank and his 
|aide John Davis to see whether 
an agreement can be reached on 
an alternative constitution accept- 
able to both parties. It’s regarded 
as unlikely that at this stage Rank 
will be asked to address a further 
General Council meeting, but it’s. 
expected the CEA officers will be 
'empowered to have private meet- 
‘ings and report back to the Coun- 
cil in October. 

Leaders of the fight against the 
tribunal were principally the small 
|indies who contended its constitu- 
tion was weighted against the thea- 
i tre owner. In any event, 
claimed it was tackling the prob- 
lem from the wrong end, and if 
agreement could be reached with 
‘Rank and his associates on equit- 
_able film hire terms, there would 
| be no need to have a tribunal. 





Exhib Revolt Fizzing 
Much-heralded revoit by indie 
| exhibs within the Cinematograph 
| Exhibitors Assn. shows signs of 
|fizzling out. Meeting called for 


| delegates of General Council, and 

| will be little more than a dress 
rehearsal for the full session the 

| following day. 

| Called ostensibly to decide on 

_ the formation of a Committee of 

| Independents, meeting will also in- 


eral Council agenda particularly 
affecting interests of the indies. 


“ANNIE” SMASHES B.0. IN 
SYDNEY OPENING WEEK 


Sydney, Sept. 1. 

| “Annie Get Your Gun” has 
|; smashed b.o. records at the Royal 
| for J. C. Williamson in its premiere 
| week. Feeling is that the show will 
jrun 12 months in this spot. 
i“Annie” clicked for 11 months in 
Melbourne prior. 

Evie Hayes, wife of Will Ma- 
|}honey, makes a dandy lead, ably 
| supported by Webb Tilton, Claude 
| Flemming and Marie LeVarre, plus 
'a sock ballet. Tunes have been 
| heard here for the past year, but 
they’re tops nevertheless. Produc- 
tion is high-grade. Preem was $4 
and drew mobs from high, middle 
| and low social strata 


| 
| HOLZER DOES 2 IN VIENNA 
Vienna, Aug. 25. 
Rudolf Holzer has two new plays 

{lined up for the coming season. 

|The Burg Theatre is doing his 

|“Heaven Full of Violins’ and the 
Josetstadt will stage his “Quiet 

| Music.” - 
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, bassador in China to ta 


formally discuss items on the Gen- | 


There are rumblings here that 
| the freeze on film coin along with 
‘that of other exports, slapped on 
|by the government three weeks 
‘ago, will stick. If so, Mexico is 
|the next important free film mar- 
| ket to be hit over the head by the 
world inflationary trend. Approx- 
imately $5,000,000-$6,000,000 im 
| Yank pix revenues are at stake 
yearly. 

The Aleman government clamp- 
ed the blockade on film remit- 
tances when it devalued the pese 
last month. The rate now in dol- 
lar conversions is 15c per peso in 
place of the past conversion of 
five pesos to the dollar. Devalua- 
| tion alone means a loss of over 
$1,000,000 yearly in revenues to 
Yank distribs. 
| U. S.-Mexican film trade pre- 
sumably. will be defined in a treaty 
| which the two governments have 
| been negotiating since February 
when the old treaty lapsed. How- 
j} ever, film circles here have re- 
| ceived no word of progress on the 
dickerings. 





And Also the Chinese 


The Communists in China may 
be responsible — indirectly — for 
keeping American films out of that 
country. Chinese government last 
week, without any forewarning, 
quintupled the customs duty on 
U. S. films “in order to get funds 
to fight the Communists.” Amer- 
iican distribs, as a result, are un- 

derstood to have immediately 
|clamped an embargo on further 
| shipments to China until the mat- 

ter -is straightened out. 
Disclosure of China’s action was 
made in New York yesterday 
, (Tuesday) by John McCarthy, as- 
sociate director of the international 
division of the Motion Picture 
_Assn’ of America. Tilt in customs 
| duty imposed by the Chinese, he 
} Said, was from an average of $250 
per picture to an average of $1,200. 

That’s in U. S—not Chinese— 
dollars. 

MPAA made an immediate pro- 
test to the State Dept. on the basis 
‘of the International Trade Organ- 
| ization, pact made in Geneva and 
| Havana last year, under which 
| prohibitive duties were not to be 
'invoked. American distribs, get- 
ting virtually nothing out of the 
| Chinese market, anyway, because 
of currency restrictions, feel the 


they new duty is an impossible burden. 


Aliso disturbing to the American 
industry is the fact that there was 
no advance notice or consultation. 
State Dept. cabled the U, S. am- 
up the 
matter with the government there. 
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O’BRIEN’S PITCH FOR 


—__ ANGLO-U.S. COUNCIL 


London, Sept. 7. 

Tom O’Brien, Member of Parlia- 
‘ment and general secretary of the 
National Assn. of Kinematograph 
| Employees, declared here upon his 
return from a short U. S. visit that 
he is seeking support of top Brit- 
ish government and film industry 
officials in behalf of his proposed 
‘international films council. He'll 
| specifically request assistance of 
Harold Wilson, Board of Trade 
prexy; J. Arthur Rank and Sir 
Alexander Korda. 


O’Brien, who fully outlined his 
plan at the recent Cleveland con- 
vention of the International Alli- 
ance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
plovyees, urged creation of a panel 
consisting of British and American 
industry leaders and union repre- 
sentatives to deal with joint indus- 
try problems. Before sailing from 
New York, after the convention 
windup, he felt that the council 
issue now rested with Anglo- 
American producers te decide since 
both the IATSE and NATKE had 
pushed it as far as they could. 


j 





Olivier in New Co. 


London, Sept. 7. 

Sir Laurence Olivier and Mi- 
chael Hickman are principal share- 
holders in a new company, Laure 
ence Olivier Productions, which 
has taken over the King’s theatre, 
Hammersmith, 

House will be used mainly to 
tryout the new plays after the 
Christmas pantomine season, . 
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Standard & Poor's Latest Analysis 


‘PAR’S BISHOP BULLISH 





‘ON WINNIPEG ZONE’S B.0. Picture Grosses 





| Sees Film Biz in a Brighter Light 


The film industry is given a% 
better-than-even chance of boost- 
ing its net earnings if it can keep 
its cosis reasonably in 
The mecerately bright picture is 
presented by Standard & Poor, in- 
vestmeni ¢onsultants, in a lengthy 
and detailed report on the indus- 
try. Over a longer period of time, 
S & P thinks that “wide cyclical 
fiuctuations are probable in line 
with swings in business activity.” 

Taking apart the business to see 
what makes it tick, S & P declares 
that the most serious problems 
confronting the companies are 
high production costs, reduced at- 
tendance. “a none too promising 
outlook tor British business,” the 
threat of television and the Gov- 
ernment anti-trust action. Each 
factor is separately weighed be- 
fore hitting on the optimistic con- 
clusion. 

S & P believes tele’s threat is 
only a short term one and that 
“over the long run, the industry 
expects to benefit from televi- 
sion.’ Indications are, it says, 
that video will have “a moderate- 
ly adverse effect on picture at- 
tendance over the next year or 
two.’ Iwo factors — the initial 
cost of sets and improved video 
programming—will hit the amuse- 
ment doliar spent for film enter- 
tainment. 
dividend policies 

the majors to 


Conservative 
have permitted 
build laige cash balances and 
werking capital, S & P opines. 
“The unwieldly capital structures 
that formerly characterized the 
motion picture industry were 
greatly s'mplified during the war, 
and finiaces are now sound,” it 
adds. ‘Looking to the future, 
there is little likelihood of a repe- 
tition of the promiscuous theatre 
expansion that created financial 
difficulties earlier.” 

Theatre-Owning Cos. 

Theatre-owning companies are 
more favorably situated because 
film rentals “tend to lag behind 
increased boxoffice receipts, every 
15°o rise in receipts being ac- 
companied by an estimated 10%. 
advance in rentals.” Amortization 
olicy is labelled “conservative.” 
Indust rvs method of amortization 
“distorts profit comparisons from 


one yverr to the next,’ anaiysis 
declares. 
S & P believes that if divorce- 


ment is ordered “some plan would 
be devised to segregate producing 
and exhibiting activities.” 
could take the form of distribu- 
tion of sicck in a new corporation, 
provided the Government would 
agree.” 


control. | 


“This . 








SIMPP-MPAA | 











———— (Continued frem page 7 = 





the MPAA three weeks ago, when 
it refused permission for James A. 
Mulvey, Goldwyn prexy, to accom- 
pany Johnston to England as the 
Society's rep. Although its mem- 
bers may well decide against al- 
Jowing their pix to be dualled, they 
didn't want to be associated with 
the MPAA in the policy. 
Indies’ Own Ideas 

If SIMPP members do insist on 
their films being booked exclu- 
ively on all-American bills, they 
want to set up their own organiza- 
tion to determine the combinations 
plan laid down by the majors— 
as a result of which Mulvey’s trip 
was nixed—calls for both pix on 
the twin bills to come from the 
sume company. That means that 
programs will consist of two Metro 


pix or two 20th-Fox pix, ete. 
With the majors getting virtually, 
ail of the American playing time 


on Kank’s two cireuits, Odeon and 
CGaumoni-British, the indies didn’t 
see where that would leave them. 
They envisaged themselves getting 
# worse deal under that setup than 
if they allowed Rank to play their 
films on flat rental at the bottom of 
a bill topped by one of his pix. At 


Jeast that way they'd get some- 
thing. 

Indies didnt even see them- 
selves getting on the lower half of 
#n all-American program with a 
major company film at the top, 





Siritzky, in the Middle, 
Agrees to Aribitrate 306 


Mass picket lines before the 
Golden and Ambassador theatres 
on Broadway over a projectionists 
labor fracas folded Friday (3) fol- 
lowing an agreement to arbitrate 
between I ocal 306, International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees, and Siritzky International, 
operators of both theatres. Ruckus 
was precipitated Wednesday (1) 
when both theatres began hiring 
boothmen affiliated to the Inde- 
pendent Operators Union, an indie 
outfit. Local 306 velled “lockout” 
and began blockading the streets 
in front of both houses, which spe- 
cialize in foreign language pix. 

With the b.o. badly dented by 
the picketeers, Siritzky agreed to 
reinstate Local 306 operators pend- 
ing an arbitration decision on the 
number of men to be employed at 
each house. A similar dispute be- 
tween Local 306 and Universal, op- 
erators of the Park avenue theatre, 
has been before an arbitrator for 
three months. 


Majors Mum On 
Collarite Pacts 


Uncertainty and confusion mark- 
ed the white-collarite union situa- 
tion in the home offices this week 
as Major company execs continued 
to seek a formiuia for confronting 
the Screen Publicists Guild and 
Screen Office & Professional Em- 
ployees Guild in their new con- 
tract demands:. With less than 
three weeks remaining before the 
current pact expires on Sept. 27, 
the companies still haven't replied 
to the crucial question whether 
they will sit down to bargain with 
the two non-complying Taft-Hart- 
ley guilds. 

Jeff Livingston, SPG prexy., said. 
“The companies haven't said ves 
and they haven't said no to nego- 
tiating a new contract with us.” 
He disclosed that the unions had 
made direct efforis to get a reply 
from the companies for the last 
10 days but without success. The 
unions were informed that com- 
pany execs were either “out of 
town” or “tied up in other nego- 
tiations.” 

In a moye to pressure the com- 
panies into negotiations, SOPEG 
has begun a throwaway campaign to 
enlist the support of the theatre- 
going public. Distributed in front 
of nabe theatres and on Broadway, 
the leaflets charge the majors with 
attempting “to destroy collective 
bargaining” by “stalling on con- 
tract renewal with the union.” 

Local H-63, International Alli- 
ance of Theatrical Stage Employ- 
ees, at the same time, began step- 
ping up its drive to corral the 3.- 
500 film office employees in event 
the companies freeze out SOPEG 
and SPG. The IATSE local has 
already made deep inroads at 
United Artists, Paramount and Co- 
Jumbia in its large-scale organizing 
campaign. 


ADMEN ALL-OUT TO PLUG 
MPPA’S ‘REBEL’ SHORT 


“Letter to a Rebel.” RKO short 
sponsored by the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America, was given the 
support of the American Assn. of 
Advertising Agencies last week 
Don Belding, of Foote. Cone & 
Belding, prexyv of the AAAA, di- 
recited a letter to all agenctles 
throughout the country stating that 
ihe shert is of unusual merit and 
should be promojfed in any way 
possible 

Two-reeler is 
“This Is 








part of Pathe’s 
America” series. It was 
taken up by the MPAA for a na- 
tional promotional job under di- 
rection of its New York public re- 
lations chief, Tom Waller. as a 
means of demonstrating one of the 
film industry's activities in pro- 
moting democracy “Rebel” pie- 
tures the advantages of America 
from the materialistic and liberty 
Standpoints. 


Players - Canadian 


Winnipeg, Sept. 7 

Outlook for fall business is de- | 
cidedly bullish for film theatres, ac- 
cording to Harold Bishop, Mani-| 
toba district manager for Famous | 
Corp., Ltd., 
which operates string of houses) 
here and throughout the province. | 
Current quarter is running sub- | 
stantially ahead of same quarter of 
1947, and there is every indication 
it will continue. This goes for Win- 
nipeg as well as the outlying towns 
and reaches out into the province 
as far as lin Flon on the north- | 
west frontier, according to Bishop. | 

Wheat, .nd plenty of it, is a big 
part of the success the area is en- 
joving. The plains area around 
Winnipeg is just now winding up 
the harvest on its bumper crop. 
Tourist trade also has brought an 
influx of dollars. Inflation is being 
felt north of the border just as in 
the States, but it is still a few 
paces behind the skyrocketing 
prices in the U. S. 

As evidence of its faith in the 
business outlook, Famous Players 
is laying out heavy coin in re- 
furbishing its theatres here. A 
$40,000 job on the Gaiety—includ- 
ing a new front and polishing up 
the insides—has just been com- 
pleted and the house converted to 
a first-run, extended-run policy. 
“Green Grass of Wyoming” got the 
first bid on the new policy, and 
made it four weeks in the 700-seat- 
er managed by Frank Willis. 

The Capitol, F-P’s ace house, is 
getting the finishing touches on 
a $100,000 airconditioning plant. 
The Met, third FP house, is being 
refaced at a cost of $40,000. It’s 
handled by Eddie Newman. M. V. 
Novak is manager of the Capitol, 
2,000-seater. 

Famous Players circuit, as well 
as its subsid, Wester Theatres, is 
going in for concession biz in a 
big way. Part of the Gaiety re- 
modeling included enlarging the 
concession stand, and Capitol like- 
wise is enlarging its candy and 
drink facilities. Cold drinks re- 
cently -‘werc added to the line of 
concessions and are proving a big 
seller, Bishop said. 

In recent talks with Harry Hur- 
witz, city supervisor for Odeon cir- 
cuit, which also operates Winnipeg 
houses, Bishop said that Hurwitz 
concurred on the bullish outlook. 








Song Titles 


Centinued from page 2 


Shuberts claim a “production” 
value. The Al Dubin-Burton Lane 
song came into vogue’ several 
vears later, and chiefly as a freak 
because a aitery songstress, Doro- 
thy Shay (“the Park Avenue hill- 
billy’) revived it and popular- 


‘ 








ized the tune. 
An odd angle in this is that 
Chappell, the music publisher, 


claims it okayed only the “Feudin’ 
and Fussin’”’ part of the title. But 
Universal takes the position it paid 
for the synchronization rights of 
the entire song and can use it as 
it chooses, appayently having de- 
cided later to use the entire “FFF” 
title. 

As regards “Baby Smiles.” that, 
too, was an afterthought born of 
the fact exhibitors wrote into 20th- 
Fox that “Burlesque,” as a title, 
has an unsavory connotation now 
and would hurt on the marquee. 

U's attorney, Julian T. Abeles. 
had moved that the suit be re- 
moved to N. Y. federal court. Trio 
of plaintiffs claim to own 40° of 
the motion picture rights to the 
tune under an agreement with 
Lane and the late Dubin. 

Song originally was written for 
the 1944 Shubert production § of 
“Laughing Room Only,” but “Feud- 
in’ and Fightin’ was copyrighted 
in 1947 by Mare-Lane Music Corp 
and later Chappell Music was 
named sole selling agent. Plain- 
tiffs charge that Chappell sold the 
song’s film rights on May 21, 1948, 
to Universal through Harry Fex, 
trustee for a group of publishers 

Chappell’s sale, according to the 
complaint. was a violation of the 
pact between Shubert and Olsen & 
Johnson which © stipulated that 
Sidney R. Fleischer was to have 
been the negotiator in any picture 
deal. Action charges that Universal 
was aware that Fleischer was to 
have been the negotiator, but went 
ahead with the purchase regardless. 

Plaintiffs seek to halt exhibition 


since the plan of the MPAA af- “Rebel” is being spot-booked at of the picture, want an accounting 
filiates—in the event any company regular rentals into any house. plus damages. A second cause of 
does not have a suitable bottom which desires it, whether or not action claims U lifted a sketch 
biller—is to pool all their B’s and the theatre normally buys the trom “Laughing Room Only,” 
draw from that pool, , Pathe series. , labeled “Feudin’ and Fightin’ .” 
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DETROIT 


(Continued from page 13) 


Alive” (RKO) (reissue) and “De- 
sign for Death” (RKO) along 
with Frank Buck p.a., good $15,000. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,863; 70- 
95\—“Feudin’, Fussin’” ‘U) plus 
stage show headed by Toni Harper, 
disk jock Van Douglas and Sammy 
Mandell orch. Sweet $16,000. Last 
week, “Commandoes At Dawn” 
(Col) and “The Invaders” (Col) 
(reissues), moderate $8,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,100; 70- 
95)\—“Lady in Ermine” (20th). 
Sparkling $30,000. Last week, 
“Canon City” (EL) and “Return of 
(Col) (2d wk, sock 


70-95)— 


$22,000. 

Michigan (U-D) (4,089; : 
“Beyond Glory” (Par) and “Big 
Town Scandal” (Par) (2d wk). 
Soared to great $30,000 compared 
to stout $26,000 opener. 


Palms-State (U-D) (2,716: 70-95) 
—“Two Guys Texas” (WB) and 
“Money Madness” (FC). Snappy 
$20,000. Last week, “Panhandle” 
(Mono) = and “Smart Woman” 
(Mono), same. 


United Artists (U-D) (2.976; 70- 


95)—“‘Dream Girl” (Par) and 
“Devil’s Cargo’ (FC). Big $19,000. 
Last week, “Time of Life’ (UA) 


‘(2d wk), sock $18,008. 


‘2 Guys’ Breezy $14,000, 
Indpls.; ‘Glory’ $13,000 


Indianapolis, Sept. 7. 
Firstrun biz was good over Labor 
Day weekend, but record breaking 
draw at state fair and reopening of 





schools are holding the week's 
totals near normal. ‘Pirate’ at 
Loew's and “Two Guys from 
Texas” at Circle are -getting the 


top coin. “Beyond Glory” at In- 
diana also is nice. 
Estimates for This Week 


Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2.800; 44- 
65'\—"‘Two Guys from Texas” (WB) 
and “Big Punch” (WB). Hefty 
$14,000. Last week, “Ruthless” 
(EL) and “Shed No Tears” ‘EL), 
$8,500. 

Indiana (‘G-L) (3.300: 44-65)— 
(Par) and “Open 
Nice $13,000. Last 
No Name” (20th) 

Circle” (20th), 


Secret” 
week, “Street 
and “Winner's 
$12,000. 

Keith's (‘G-D) (1,300; 44-65)— 
“Street No Name” (20th) and “Win- 
ner’s Circle” (20th) (m.o.). Thin 
$3,000. Last week, “Life with 
Father” (WB) (m.o.), fine $5,000. 

Loew's (Loew's) (2,450; 44-65)— 
“Pirate” (M-G) and “Big City” 
(M-G). Smooth $14,000. Last 
week, “Paradine Case’ (SRO) and 
“Blondie’s Reward” (Col), $11,000. 

Lyric (G-D) (1,600; 44-65)-— 
“Deep Waters” (20th) and “Fight- 
ing Back” (20th). Fair $6.500. Last 
week, “Tap Roots’ (U) ‘mo.), 
$6,000. 


EL). 





ST. LOUIS 


(Continued from page 11) 


“Lady in Ermine” (20th) ‘m.o.). 
Okay .000. Last week, “Walls” 
with “Street With No Name” (20th) 


(2d wk’, $10,000 for two moveovers. 
Orpheum ‘Loew? ‘2.000; 50-75) 
“Four Feathers” (FC) and “Drums” 
(FC). Hot $12,500. Last week. 
“Paradine Case” ‘SRO: and “Ro- 
mance Silverado” (Col) (m.o.) (2d 

wk), $7,500. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4.000: 50-60)-— 
“Bring ‘Em Back Alive” (RKO) tre- 
issue) and “Guns of Hate” (RKO). 


Big $12.000. Last week, “The Cru- 
sades” (Par) ‘reissue’ and ‘‘Hatter's 
Castle” ‘Par’, $10,000. 

Shubert (Ind) (1,500: 40-60)— 
“Melody Time” (RKO) and “Straw- | 
berry Roan” (Col) ‘m.o.). Good $4.- 
000. Last week, “Life With Father” 
‘WB: and “Michael O'Halloran” 
(Mono) ‘m.o.) (2d wk), ine $5.500. 


LOTS OF ACTIVITY IN 
AMUSEMENT STOCKS 


Washington, Sept. 7.° 

Albert Warner increased his 
holdings of Warners $5 par com- 
mon stock by 6,500 shares last 
month in a series of nine transac- 
tions, the Securities and Exchange 
Commission reported Friday (3) 
Warner now owns 434.500 shares. 
with 21,000 more held by a trust 
in his name. 

The SEC report, showing trading 
transactions by officers, directors 
and principal stoekholders. covers 
the period from July 11 to Aug. 10. 

RKO’s N. Peter ‘Rathvon sold 


5.000 shares of $1 par common in 
three transactions, and now holds 
, 15,000. 





| ‘Red River’ Fast $18,000, 


.6 , 

K.C.; ‘Sam’ Sock $15,000, 
‘ ’ ‘ ° ’ 
Glory’ 166, ‘Ermine’ 176 

Kansas City, Sept. 7 
Town is loaded with big films as 
houses shoot for the holiday trade. 
“Lady in Ermine” at Tower-Up- 
town-Fairway and “Red River” at 
the Midland will tussle for the lead, 


latter being standout. Both are 
pr obable holdovers. “Beyond 


Glory” at Paramount and “Good 
Sam” at RKO Orpheum, each sock- 
eroo, look comparatively stronger. 


“Babe Ruth Story” in moveover 
week at the Esquire is sturdy. 
Weather tapered off slightly from 
the high temperatures, about as 
expected for this season of vear. 
Estimates for This Week 
Esquire (Fox Midwest) ‘820; 45- 
65)— “Babe Ruth Story” ‘Mono) 
im.o.). Here after large week in 
sister houses, continues strong at 
$5,000, one of best figures here re- 


cently. May mean a second week. 
Last week, “Feudin’, Fussin’ (U) 
(m.o.), $3,500. 


Midland (Loew's) (3,500; 45-65)— 
“Red River” (UA). and “Blonde 
ice” (FC). Solid $18,000 or better. 
Last week, “Time of Life” (UA) and 
“Frieda” (EL), average $12,600. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1.900; 45-65!— 
“Good Sam” (RKO) and “Dragnet” 
(SG). Smash $15,000 and probable 
holdover. Last week, “Velvet 
Touch” (RKO) and “Exposed” 
(Rep), nice $13,000. 

Paramount (Par) ‘1,900; 45-65)— 
“Beyond Glory” (Par). Endorsed 
by crix and looks great $16.000 or 


over. Stays a second week. Last 
week, “Foreign Affair” (Par) (2d 
wk), trim $10,000. 

Roxy (‘Durwood) (900; 45-65)— 
“Mickey” (EL) Okay $3,500. Last 
week, “Coroner Creek” ‘Col) ‘2d 
wk). good $3,500. 


Tower - Uptown - Fairway Fox 
Midwest) (2,100, 2,043, 700: 45-65) 
—‘*Lady in Ermine” (20th). Started 
well and looks nice $17.000 or bet- 
ter. Likely moves to the Esquire 
next week. Last week, “Babe Ruth 
Story” (Mono), walloping $20,000, 





DENVER 


‘Continued from page 13) 
to Alcatraz’ (Rep), day-date with 
Esquire. Fairish $14,000. Last week, 
“Mr. Blandings” (SRO), nice $18,.- 
000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)-- 
“Wallis Jericho” (20th) and “Train 
Alcatraz” (Rep), also Denver. Fair 
$2.500. Last week, “Mr. Blandings” 
(SRO), big $4,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2.600; 35-74)-— 
“Date With Judy” (M-G) and “Are 
kansas Swing” (Col). Big $18.000. 
Last week, “On Island With You” 
(M-G) and “Guns of Hate” ‘RKO) 
(2d wk}, $11,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2.400: 
“Feudin,’ Fussin’” (U) and 
Service Investigator’ 
date with Webber. Very mild $8.- 
000. Last week, “Dude Goes West” 
(Mono) and “Smart Woman” 
‘Monea), $11,000 

tialto (Fox) 


35-74) 
“Secret 
(Rep). davy- 


(878: 35-74'\— ‘Life 
With Father” (WB) and “Wall- 
flower” (WB) im.o.). Fair $3.800. 
Last week, “Abbott-Costello Meet 
Frankenstein” (U) and “Checkered 
Coat” (20th) (m.o.), $3.500. 

Webber (Fox) (750: 35-74) —— 
“Feudin.’ Fussin’’ (Ui and “Secret 
Investigator” (Rep), also Para- 
mount. Thin $2,000. Last week, 
Pn Blandings” (SRO), good $3,- 





MINNEAPOLIS 


‘Continued from page 11) 
week; “Big City’ (M-G) and Phil 
Spitalny “Hour of Charm” band on 
stage, disappointing $28,000 at 60- 
70c¢ scale although show won raves. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2.800: 50- 
70)}-—"Good Sam” (RKO). Rousing 
$14,000 or over. Last week, “Vel- 
vet Touch” (RKO). $9.000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1.600: 
“Fighting Father Dunne” 
Nice $8.000. Last 
Roots” (U) (2d wk), big $8.000 

State (RKO) (2.300: 50-70)— 
“Babe Ruth Story” (Mono). Fair 
$10,000 looks about all. Last week, 
“Letter Unknown Woman” U), 
thin $6,500 in 6 days. 

Uptown (Par) (1.000; 44-60)-— 
“Beyond Glory” (Par). First nabe 
showing. Fairly nice $4,000. Last 
week. “B. F.’s Daughter” |(M-G), 
$3.800. 

World (Mann) (350; 50-85)— "The 
Search” (M-G) (2d wk). Most lav- 
ish praise to be showered on anv 
recent picture, and breaking house 
record. ‘Terrific $5,000 in pr ospect 
after huge $6,000 first week. 


50-70!— 
‘RKO}, 
week, “Tap 
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—— % have found the dialog very difficult | ° ° 
. e | to mouth during the greater part of | ne es 
| Film Reviews film's 65-minute running time. Sup- 








Kidnapped 
would indicate a higher budget but 
ehould have insured faster action 
for needed entertainment values 
The Stevenson classic concerns a 
young Scot who comes to claim an 
inheritance from his uncle. Latter 


ias him kidnapped and shipped off 
to slavery but lad is saved by a 
political adventurer. The pair fight 
their way across country. picking up 
en route, a voung girl. Atter many 
narrow escapes, threesome con- 
front the wicked uncle and secure 
the boy's estate 

Roddy McDowall portrays the 
voung Scot and does é enough 
in the role Actor also served as 
associate producer with Ace Her- 
nan on the film Dan O'Herlihys 


is the political adventurer and Sue 
England the pert young miss who 
joins the safari across Scotiand 
Villainy is supplied by Roland 


Winters as Capt. Hoseason, Jeff 
Corey as the drunken mate, and 
Houseley Stevenson, the wicked 
uncle. 


William Beaudine’s direction has 
kept the action slow and missed on 


injecting sufficient swash = and 
buckle in handling the W. Scott 
Darling script. William Sickner’s 
amera has captured several 


artistic seascapes of a brigatine un- 

der full can\ and otherwise 

gives film a good lens dressing. 
Brog. 


as 


NIVth Olympiad—The 
Glory of Spert 
(Color) 
(BRITISH) 
London, 
Castleton Knight pro 


Staniey Swver: editor 
139 MINS. 


Sept. 1 

FD 
qeetion 
Rev Drew 


release of 
Cameta. 
Running time, 

Produced with sufficient speed 
te ensure topicality, this magnifi- 
cent Technicolor record of the 
Olympic Games, completed within 
three weeks after event's conciu- 
sion. Is at once a tribute not only 
to all the competitors but to all 
ompeting nations. Filmed without 
frills, the camera the place 
f the reporter in presenting a com- 
lete. comprehensive and memora- 
e picture of the Games, without 
env suggestion of national bias and 
with a fairness worthy of comenda- 
tien 


takes 


re 
¥ 
J 
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Continued from page 10 








Greece, to the winter sports in St 
finally through te the 
inain attractions at Wembley Sta- 
dium, it’s a spectacle of action and 


suspense, packing as mueh dramatic 


BO on oc3 6 ane 
VROU IZ, and 


effect as the best studio produc- 
tions. Inevitably, much has been 
omitted. but conversely the high- 
lights of a crowded three weeks 
have been crammed into this opus 
and any omissions of the camera 
are more than made good by the 
team of commentators, headed by 
Bill Stern, “Ted Husing, Stewart 
MacPherson and other wellknown 
mike reporters, all of whom do 
their jobs efficiently. and without 


a suggestion of Llacettousness 

British version, one of 16 
shown simultaneously througheut 
the world. puts the Games in their 
proper perspective. Americans who 
see it will be proud of the achieve- 
ments of their countryfolk. but will 
honor and pay tribute to the 
skill and courage of their coinpeti 
tors. 


being 
} 


aiso 


uro, 


Shanghai Chest 


Hollywood, Sept. 4 

Monogram release of James S. Burkett 
production Features Kuland Winters 
Mantan Moreland. Deannie Best. John Al 
vin. Vietor Sen Young Tim Ryan Di 
rected by William Beaudine. Screenpla) 
W. Seott Darling and Sam Newman irom 
story by Newman: camera, William Sick 
ne! editors. Otto Lovering Ace Herinat 
Reviewed Sept. 3, 48 Running time, 65 
MINS. 
Charlie Chan Roland Wate 
Birmingham Mantan Morela: 
Phyllis Deannie Best 
Vic Armstrong john Alvin 
Tommy Chan Victor Sen Young 
it. Ruark Tim Ryan 
judee Armstrong Pierre Watkin 
Db. A. Bronson Russell ticks 
Pindello Philip Van Zandt 
bintey George Eedredge 
Willie Willie Best 
PSA SaewarG......cccsess Tristram Coffin 
#3 Faroe Milton larsons 
CORP UINGES ; iG si oc adacns Edwar\ Coke 
Dates Olaf Hyvytten 
Walter Somervale Erville Al.terson 
Officer Murphy Charlie Sullivan 
Custodian Paul Scardon 
lailes ‘William Ruhl 
Landlady Lois Austin 
Vise Lee Chabing 
Stacey John Shay 


Latest Charlie Chan 
with pseudo-Chinese 
thesps find it difficult 


is so loaded 
wisdom. that 
to sweep 
through the maze into film's cloudy 
plot. “Shanghai Chest” will prob- 
ably hold up in its intended lower 
rung rack though Jt is rather dull 
material 

Roland Winters particularly must 


porting players fight a static battle 
in their effort to stay abreast of the 
entangled triple-murder plot 
Deannie Best turns in the only 
realiy bad performance, but lim- 
ited screen time reduces all the 
negations to a minimum. 

W. Seott Darling and Sam New- 
man’s screenplay brings Winters 
into scene with proverbs trained on 
a dead man who leaves his finger- 
prints in plain view after each of 


three murders. Detective eventu- 
ally traces the culprit sporting the 
dead man’s fingertips. Needless to 


say, he is always within firing range 
but never within suspicion 


William Beaudine did the utmost 


with his directional chores. but 
plot's verbosity curtailed his powe1 
to bring in a sharp, low budget 
thriller to the screen. James §S 
Burkett’s production leaves much 
to be desired. Free. 

















— Schary-RKO 








J —— ‘continued from page 3 & 
incurred by him and charged to 
RKO hich items were not 
known ‘to us prior to June 19 
1948.” 

One peculiar provision” gives 
RKO §$28.000 as repayment for 
construcuon and install&tuion of a 


projection reom plus equipment in 
s Marlboro street (West Los 


Schary 
Angeles) home. Schary has agreed 
to pay that sum in return fol 
which he gets title to room and 
equipment which previousiy had 
been hetd by RKO. 

RKO, on the other hand, bound 
itself not to remove screen credit 


from the positive of any film gen- 


erally released by the company 
before the break. In return, com- 
pany may continue using Schary’s 
name in wdvertising and publiciz- 


ing these pix. 

On films not * yet released, 
screen credit is to be given on 10 
features Those pix are “The 
Twisted Road,’ “Rachel and the 
Stranger. “The Window,” “The 
Boy with the Green Hair,” “Weep 
No More.” “Baltimore Escapade 


Interference,” “Every Girl Should 
3e Married “Race Street” and 
Station West.” 


Katherine Willard, former wife of Ralph Bellamy, was responsible 
for the screen test that won 14-year-old Joan Eunson a seven-) ear option 
contract with Samuel Goldwyn and the lead in his forthcoming **Rese- 
anna McCoy” last week. Miss Eunson iwhe'll change her moniker to 
Joan Evans) is the daughter of Dale Eunson, until recently fiction editor 
of Cosmopolitan, and of Katherine Albert. They have collabed on a 
number of stories and plays, including “Guest In the House.” 

Miss Willard, a personal friend of the Eunsons, was at Cape Cod 
when Billy Selwyn, Goldwyn’'s casting director, arrived in New York 
summel! a “Roseanna.” He called Miss Willard 
to ask if had seen a gal in the strawhats up there who would make 
a trip te the Cape werthwhile. She said no, but that she thought, from 
his description of what he wanted, that Miss Eunson would be perfect 
for the part if her parents would consent Kid had had no theatrical 


early this on a search for 


she 


training or experience whatever, except for a minor role ‘(patterned 
after herself) in a barn version of “Guest” three or four years ago 
Selwyn arranged an appointment with the gal and was impressed 


enough to have a 16m test made in New York. Goldwyn had her come 
te Hollywood and a Technicolor test was made a couple weeks ago. 
That was followed by a full scene test Aug. 28 and Goldwyn signed her 
two days later. 

Immediately after the preducer decided to sign her, the final test 
was shipped to New York for a looksee by Joan's father, whe goes to 
the Coast this week. Scene was a torrid lovemaking session and Eunson 
expressed considerable surprise at how much his 14-year-old had 
learned in a few days in Hollywood. 


Outlook for distribution was painted in dark tints by major company 
reps during last week’s meetings with the negotiating committee-of the 
of Motion Picture Salesmen of America when some inter- 
esting figures were aired. Colosseum committee was told that all major 
companies together made only $1.900.000 from distribution during the 
t Balance of profits came 


Colosseum 


first quarter of the present calendar year. 


from theatres 

Company reps atso said that if the Anglo-American accord had been 
in effect during that peried, distribution would have lost $7.700.000 
instead. The accord fixes yearly remittances for Yank distribs at 
$17,000.000. To build its case turther. major companies aiso informed 


the Colosseum committee that one distributing company will lose $2,- 
500,000 in the present quarter. 

Sidney Bernstein, British theatre owner and co-head with Alfred 
Hitchcock of Transatlantie Pictures, has mailed out a batch of Irish 
sweepstakes tickets directly from England to U. S. industrvites, with 
the note: “You may not win with this—but vou must if veu back 
‘Rope’ Tickets, which can conceivably cop part of a $250.000 prize, 
are being mailed to exhibitors, newspapermen, ete. Film is released 
in the U. S. by Warners. 

Jumping the national tradeshowing date set for Sept. 28. Warner 
Bros.. preemed “Johnny Belinda” at the Warner theatre in Atlantie 
City Friday ‘3)-to cash in on the Labor Day weekend biz Procedure 


is not unusual since major companies often spot their pix in 
tre shaweases in advance of showing them to other exhibs 
consent decree, however, companies prevented from 
until they are tradescreened. 


own thea- 
Under the 


are selling pix 
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Richardson plant in Britain, which 
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actually 3 out 
lovelier in a sh 


dry, skin takes 


“A Lux Girl? Indeed | am!” 


says lovely Diana Lynn 


Here’sa proved complexion care! Inrecent 
Lux Toilet Soap tests by skin specialists, 


“It’s thrilling the way Lux Soap care 
leaves skin softer, smoother—really love- 
lier!’ says charming Diana Lynn. ‘I work 
the fragrant lather in thoroughly. As I 
rinse and then pat with a soft towel to 


Don’t let neglect cheat you of romance, 
Take the screen stars’ tip! 





Boxall 


ae a ° + 


——a Continued from page 6 ———! 


within a vear, he stated, 
opening of the Mole- 
Will provide all the gear necessary. 
Rank has set up a sound equip- 
ment plant, Boxall said, but Korda 


hasn't tested the equipment yet. 
Korda’s Three Plants 

Korda is taking over the British 
National studio at Elstree Sept. 15 
to give him a total of three plants, 
Boxall revealed British National 
closed down early this vear when 
Lady Yule, who was financing its 
production, refused to advance any 
further coin to producer Lou Jack- 
son because of lack of success of 
the pictures, 





British National has three stages, 
giving Korda a total of 11. with a 
capacity of 20 films a vear His 
other lots are Shepperton with fivé 
Stages and Isleworth with three. 

Rank ‘as six studios, Boxall said, 
With a total of 24 stages capable 
of handling 50 films a year ‘he also 
gets some films from indies work- 
Ing at outside studios).  Rank’s 
lots are Denham with seven stages, 
Pinewood and Shepherd's Bush, 
each witn five, Ealing with’three, 
and Islington and Highbury the 
latter now closed), each with two. 

There is a third group of studios 
at Elstree. These include the 
Metro lot, which has seven stages 
and is now renting space to indies, 
and two Associated British Pro- 
duetion Corp. plants, the ABC with 
seven Stages and the Welwin with 
three. These three lots can turn 
out a total of 3260 pictures a year, 
‘ some of them B's, Boxall! said. 


of 4 complexions became 
ort time! 


on fresh new beauty!” 


$ ; Another group of three studios, 

~<a ersid>. Southall and Twicken- 

fain, controlled by the Shipman 

interests, can turn out a total of 

Star of eight to 10 films yearly, Boxall 
estimated, while the Walton lot. 


Producing Arfists’ 


an indie setup, can produce eight 
low budgeters, he said. 
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L SS ‘ METRO’S REGULAR DIVVY 
ety Metro has declared a regular 
quarterly dividend of 37!v¢ per 





share on company common stock 
lo 


Se Coin will be split Sept. 30 
ive ond Stockholders of record Sept. 10. 
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WARNER BROS’. WY TRADE SHOWINGS OF 


“SMART GIRLS DONT TALK” 


Starring 


. VIRGINIA BRUCE 


MAYO - BENNETT - HUTTON 


with TOM D’ANDREA + RICHARD ROBER 
cen _ Directed by RICHARD BARE » Produced by SAUL ELKINS 


WRITTEN BY WILLIAM SACKHEIM 


MONDAY, SEPT. 13th, 1948 


























CITY PLACE OF SHOWING ADDRESS | TIME 
Albany Warner Screening Room 79 N. Pearl St. 12:30 P.M. 
Atlanta 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 197 Walton St. N.W. 2:30 P.M. 
Boston RKO Screening Room 122 Arlington St. 2:30 P.M. 
Buffalo Paramount Sc. Room 464 Franklin Street 2:00,P.M. 
Charlotte 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 308 S. Church St, 10:00 A.M. 
Chicago Warner Screening Room 1307 So. Wabash Ave. 1:30 P.M. 
Cincinnati RKO Screening Room Palace Th. Bldg. E. 6th 8:00 P.M. 
Cleveland Warner Screening Room 2300 Payne Ave, 2:00 P.M. 
Dallas 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 1803 Wood St. 2:00 P.M. 
Denver Paramount Sc. Room 2100 Stout St. 2:00 P.M. 
Des Moines 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 1300 High St. 12:45 P.M. 
Detroit Film Exchange Bldg. 2310 Cass Ave. 2:00 P.M. 
Indianapolis Universal Sc. Room 517 No. Illinois St. 1:00 P.M. 
Kansas City 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 1720 Wyandotte St. 1:30 P.M. 
Los Angeles Warner Screening Room 2025 S. Vermont Ave. 2:00 P.M. 
Memphis 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 151 Vance Ave. 10:00 A.M. 
Milwaukee Warner Th. Sc. Rm. 212 W. Wisconsin Ave? 2:00 P.M.: 
Minneapolis Warner Screening Room 1000 Currie Ave. 2:00 P.M. 
New Haven Warner Th. Proj. Rm. 70 College St. 2:00 P.M. 
New Orleans 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 200 S. Liberty St. 1:30 P.M.. 
New York Home Office 321 W. 44th St. 2:30 P.M. 
Oklahoma 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 10 North Lee St. 1:30 P.M. 
Omaha 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 1502 Davenport St. 1:00 P.M. 
Philadelphia Warner Screening Room 230 No. 13th St. 2:30 P.M. 
Pittsburgh 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 1715 Blvd. of Allies 1:30 P.M. 
Portland Jewel Box Sc. Room 1947 IN.W. Kearney St. 2:00 P.M. 
Salt Lake 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 216 East 1st South 2:00 P.M. 
San Francisco Paramount Sc. Room 205 Golden Gate Ave. | 1:30 P.M. 
Seattle Jewel Box Sc. Room 2318 Second Ave. 10:30 A.M. 
St. Louis S’renco Sc. Room 3143 Olive St. 1:00 P.M. 
Washington Warner Th. Bldg. 13th & E Sts. N WwW, 10:30 A.M. 
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®, Chiseling Exhibs Use Anti-Trust 


— 


Angle in Reverse Twist Defense 


In a turnabout strategy, exhibs 


are now copping a new plea to de- 
fend themselves against percentage 
—chiselling actions brought by 
major distribs. Increasingly, 
hibs are answering these suits by 


@i- 


asserting that the companies can't 
sue on the claims because all pic- 
ture deals made were in violation 
of anti-trust laws. Practice has 
spread widely since the VU. S 
Supreme Court laid down its May 


epinion in the government anti- 
trust action, industry legalites say 
New exhib way of combating 


the boxoffice fraud suits is high- 
lighted by anti-trust counterclaims 
raised recentiy by the Parkway 
theatre, Mt. Vernon, N. Y., and the 
Narragansett Pier Co., R. I. Park- 
way asks for $150,000 treble- 
damages against the majors while 
hee aga maintains that the 
icensing contract is void. 

Supreme Court opinion plays its 

art in this newly-created defense 
sade it’s cited as proof of clear- 
ance and run violations; price-fix- 
ing and other condemned trade 
practices. 

Exhib defense is a direct switch 
on what has been happening in 
anti-trust actions. In the treble- 
damagers, distribs recently hit on 
the defense of claiming that the 
suing exhib had turned in phoney 
reports on percentage films. Sev- 
eral anti-trust actions have been 
won by the majors through these 
tactics. 


‘Bobby Soxer’ Story Suit 


RKO has been named defend- 
ant in a $2,500,000 plagiarism suit 
filed in the N.Y. federal court by 
Joseph Anthony, a_ writer, who 
claims that his unpublished story, 
“Sister Eve,” was pirated by “The 
Bachelor and the Bobby Soxer.” 

Anthony alleges that his agent 
submitted the yarn to RKO in 
December, 1944; that it was held 
by the studio for a number of 
weeks and then returned. 








RODGERS’ M-G STUDIO 
DISTRIBUTION MEETING 


Hollywood, Sept. 7. 
of the best types of 
pictures to meet current market 
conditions is spotlighting Metro's 
production-distribution huddles, 
which began yesterday (Monday) at 
the studio among M-G production 
toppers and sales veepee William 
F. Rodgers. With Rodgers to out- 
line the market trends, it’s ex- 
pected that from the current 
huddies will emerge Metro’s com- 
plete. production plans for the com- 
ing year. 

Meet marks the first official ses- 
sions between Rodgers and new 
Metro production exec Dore 
Schary, since the sales chief was 
holding a tradepress conference in 
New York at the time Schary was 
officially introduced to Metro 
homeoffice execs during his recent 
N.Y. visit. Also participating in 
the huddles are production chief 
Louis B. Mayer and studio exec E. 
J. Mannix, now fully recuperated 
after a three-months’ illness. 

Although Rodgers takes no of- 
ficial part in studio activities, he’s 
always given his viewpoints to 
Mayer on the types of pictures he 
thinks the studio should turn out. 
Despite Schary’s acknowledged 
penchant for so-called ‘progressive 
films, it’s believed Metro will con- 
tinue to concentrate on musicals 
and comedies, since those have 
proved themselves to be the best 
grossers during the current box- 
office dip. M-G exec will.also de- 
cide on the feasibility of any step- 
up in the company’s production or 
release schedule, based on Rodg- 
ers’ analysis of how many new 
films the market will be able to 
absorb. 

Rodgers will also set a new 
product deal with the Fox-West 
Coast circuit while here, as well as 
several contracts which are cur- 
rently pending with other Coast 
chains. 


Discussion 





Lichtman 


Continued from page 3 
tures on assignment, same as any 
other producer on the lot. 








emai 


SD 


| 


Lichtman had been with Metro | 
since 1935. After two years as exec | 


M. 
he 


to prexy Nicholas 
at the homeoffice, 


assistant 
Schenck 


came to the studio in 1937, where | 


he assumed 


the exec producer | 


berth. Prior to that, he had been | 


prez of United Artists, having 
achieved that post after serving as 
distribution veepee for UA and 
general sales manager fog Uni- 
versal 

What further changes are to be 
made in Metro’s top studio echelon 
by Schary and production chief 
Louis B. Mayer remain to be seen. 
In addition to those two, the exec 
board members still at Metro in- 
clude James K. McGuinness, J. 
Cohn, Larry Weingarten, E. J. 
Mannix, Ben Thau 
Sidney. McGuinness is already 
rumored about to shift from Metro 
to an exec prodfction job under 
Howard Hughes at RKO. 

First Metro producer to 
out since Dore Schary moved in is 
Owen Crump, who shifted from 
Warners to the Culver City lot six 
months ago on a one-picture deal 


J. | 


and Louis K. |! 


' 
move | 


to script and produce “The Guilty | 


Bystander.” 

Completed screenplay was 
turned in last week and _ im- 
mediately shelved. Crump is go- 


ing in for indie production. 


Rank Prod. | 


| 











aes «| ONtinued from 
meet just this sort of situation. 
In the past year, Rank toppers 
point out, the shooting schedule on 
big films has been slashed from a 
previous average of 16 weeks to a 
present 12 weeks In the same 
drive, program films have 
been brought down to a low 
nine weeks. 

Because the Rank studios can 
turn out product at a much faster 
pace, the organization does not re- 
quire as much studio space as in 
the past despite the upped releas- 
ing schedule. This factor was the 
payoff on last week's leasing of the 
Highbridge studio to the British 
Broadcasting Co. 


page 6 Se 


of 


now | 


Detroit Test Suit Important 


After several weeks’ study of the anti-trust suit brought by the 


Society of Independent Motion 


Picture Producers against Para- 


mount-affiliated United Detroit theatres and Cooperative Theatres 
of Michigan. industry attorneys are more or less in agreement that 


the action puts all buying combines to the acid test. 


If SIMPP 


wins the suit against Cooperative, a 125-theatre pool in Detroit, 
legalites believe no other combo will be able to withstand legal 


attack. 


SIMPP selected the Detroit situation as best lending itself to a 
court test. and if the precedent of a dissolution is established there, 
others ean be attacked on one or two grounds. Those grounds are 
either that the pool is big enough by itself to dominate and mo- 
nopolize an area, or that it has snared the same illegal buying 
power by interlocking with first-run affiliates. 

In the Detroit case, both grounds were set forth but attorneys 
believe one or the other would be enough—providing, of course, 


pools are ruled as tending towards monopoly. 


That’s the reason, 


it’s said. fRat National Allied is so concerned since many of its 
members participate in the combos including the one in Detroit. 
Several top Allied officials, among those Jack Kirsch, former Allied 
prexy, and Irving Dollinger, head of the eastern regional, actively 


run buying combines. 








National Youth Month 
Gets Kickoff in N. Y. 


National Youth Month, film in- 
dustry’s pet project, was given its 


} 
New York sendoff yesterday (Tues.) 


the Skouras circuit joined 
with the N. Y. Herald Tribune ina 
special program for underprivi- 
leged children at the Academy of 
Music, a Slouras theatre in N. Y. 
City. With September designated 
as National Youth Month by Pres- 
ident Truman, thousands of mop- 
pets marched from Union Square 
to the theatre in a ‘Salute Youth” 
parade. 

They were shown “A Friendly 
Story,” short subject written and 
produced for the Herald Trib’s 
Fresh Air Fund by Nick John Mat- 
soukas, Shouras theatres’ exec, and 
Harry Alexander Fuchs.  Briefie 
demonstrates advantages of public- 
lv-supported summer camps. 

Lois Butler, Eagle Lion star, act- 
ed as grand marshal. Mel Allen 
emceed at the theatre, introing 
number of entertainers and guests, 
including Lou Little, Columbia 
University football coach; Bud Col- 
lier, radio’s Superman, and Bob 
Smith, another radio-television per- 
sonality. <ids also saw _ special 
screening of EL’s “Mickey,” which 
stars Miss Butler. 


when 


EP-CANADIAN NOW IN 
THE DRIVE-IN BUSINESS 


Toronto, Sept. 7. 
In its purchase of 90° of the 
stock of Skyway Theatres Ltd., 


Famous Players (Canadian), largest 
circuit in this coyntry, has entered 
the drive-in theatre business, ac- 
cording to confirmation of the 
rumored deal by J. J. Fitzgibbons, 
FPC president. 


First to be built in Canada, the 
Skyways consist of one 900-car 
situation at Hamilton, Ont.; two 
each of 700-car capacity at 
Windsor and London, Ont. Ad- 
mission is 50c. per adult car-nc- 


cupant. Lloyd Taylor, former FPC 
manager of the Granada, Hamil- 
ton, will pilot the new venture, 
with several other drive-ins al- 
ready contemplated. (Because of 
Canadian weather conditions, these 
drive-ins can operate only some 30 
weeks in the year.) 

Skyways, Ltd. was formed in 
1946 with H. B. Housser, New York 
and Toronto broker, as president; 
Jack Cooke, publisher of Liberty 


and owner of CKEY, Toronto, 
v.p. Last fall, Albert E. Silver- 
wood, president of Silverwood 


Dairies, Toronto, entered Skyways’ 
financial picture to become ma- 
jority shareholder and chairman 
of the board. 
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& iN FIVE years of patrolling the night club beat, we've never seen 

such large and enthusiastic audiences as Danny Thomas is draw- 
Every night since his opening five weeks ago 
More persons have been turned away 
than possibly could be accommodated. He's the greatest attraction in 
the history of the Chez. Those who have been unable to obtain reserva- 
tions may catch up with Thomas when he opens a week's engagement 
at the Chicago Theatre Sept. 


Ing to the Chez Paree. 


has been a complete sellout. 


. 


My sincere thanks to wonderful Chicago 


Sescea™ 








for this great compliment. 


Latest Picture: MGM’s 
“BIG CITY” 


Currently: 


Managemer*: 
ABE LASTFOGEL 


DANNY THOMAS 


Latest Record: MGM’s 
“IT’S LIABLE TO BE TRUE” and 
“SINGING IN THE RAIN” 


CHICAGO THEATRE 


Direction: 
WILLIAM MORRIS 
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LOS ANGELES’ FOUR MUSIC HALLS GROSS BES 
- WEEKEND BUSINESS IN THE PAST SIX MONI 
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every spot of jungle water—able to 
tear a man’s flesh from his bones 
in seconds! 


FOR THE FIRST TIME the savage 
Chavantes Indians never before 
photographed by any white man! 


HOT FROM THE TRADE | ede * FOR THE FIRST TIME the cannibal 
_ ae fish—the terrible piranha—infesting 
L q 

as By SOLD es Lis 3 Vitae, 


“A neater exploitati 
On pack. 
3 age has not come the way of 
4 United Artists in many months 
—the kind of entertainment 


that invariably Pays off for the 
exhibitor with enterprise!” 


The most awful death that stalks 
the Matto Grosso at night~the 
blood-mad black jaguar! 





Jungle warlare as poison arrows’ 
and venomous darts battle man’s 
most modern weapons! 
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Clips from Film Row 
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ST. LOUIS 


Members of the Motion Picture 
Theatre Owners of St. Louis, east- 
ern Missouri and southern Illinois 
are seeking a new president to suc- 
ceed Fred Wehrenberg who says 
he will accept the post for 
enother Annual meeting is 
Sept 

Egyptian 
by Hazen B. Coleman, 
Smith and Harold Crear, 
Iil.. has lighted its new 
drive-in near Herrin. 

A contract let by Troy, IIL, 
Improvement Assn. for a 500-seater 
in the town, now without film 
entertainment. 

Maurice Schwietzer, representing 
the National Outdoor 
Corp., announced a new 1,000-car 
drive-in will be built near East 
Alton, Ill., to cost $150,000. 

The Uptown, 430-seater, Fair- | 
field, I1l., owned by Harry Pitner, 
relighted after being shuttered 
during hot weather. 

Donald R. Tolliver, Ciane, Il., 
added to his string of theatres by 
purchase of the Louise, 400-seater, 
Louisville, from Elbert W. Butler. 

Harry Pittman, an Associated 
Press employe, Springfield, Ill., 


not 
term. 
4 

Corp., owned 
Wayne L 
Herrin, 


Theatre 


| Films of Oklahoma. 


600-car 


Civic | 


Theatre | 


|Rivoli and 


ithur Rank’s 


will be owner of a new theatre | 
being constructed in Greenville, 
il. 


Lawrence Gerski, formerly of St. 
Louis, is now operating the Aloma, 
Stewardson, Ill. 
ed after a face- lifting. 


DALLAS 


recently re-light- | deals, 
| 


Conrad Brady of Interstate home | 


office, Dallas, named to succeed 
Bill Johnston as ad-publicity man 
for Houston Interstate theatres. At 
one time Brady was producer of all 
radio programs. 

At annual meeting of United 
Theatres Service Corp., John C. 
Greer was elected a director 
general manager. 
Was named secretary, 
Riley, treasurer. Sally 


and L. T. 


becames shorts booker and assist- | 


ant to Greer. 

The 1948 Texas Theatre Guide is 
out, compiled, edited and published 
by Stormy Meadows. It’s complete 


directory ,of all phases of theatre 
business In Texas. 
Don Cole resigned as _ special 


rep in Texas for Screen Guild and 
Oklahoma manager for Favorite 


Applegate | 


and | 
Lore MeFarland | 


| 


| 
| 


| Radio City stage. 


At the same 
time Cole has disposed of his stock 
interests in various John L. Fran- 
coni interests. Cole recently un- 
derwent surgery and plans to re- 
cuperate in Oklahoma. 

_ Bill Johnson resigned as pane 


in ' ewiian: returning to 
N.Y 

G. F. Lee, owner 
Portland, Portland 
house to M. R. Butler. 


NEW YORK 


Jim Shanahan named as ad-pub- 
licity chief for Loew’s theatres in 
Boston, replacing the late Joe Di- 
Pesa, whom he former! y assisted 

Skouras 
combo boosted theatre 
to four by closing a 21-year 
on the Lincoln, Kearny, N. J., 
merly Warners. WRB’s lease ex- 
pired. simultaneously with acqui- 
sition by Skouras-Stahl interests 
Additional to the Lincoln, Skouras 
circuit is partnering with Stahl in 
the Regent, also in Kearny, and the 
Rex, Rutherford, N. J. 

Fred Stein to Eagle Lion as spe- 
cial rep for roadshowing of J. Ar- 
“The Red Shoes” and 
Britisher 


gy me 


and operator of 
Texas, sold 


ope rations 


other productions of the 
Stein formerly was an aide to 
Charles P. Skouras, National Thea- 
tres head, acting as liaison with the 


studios. Stein will set four-wall 
working under William J. | 


Heineman, EL’s distribution vee- 


pee. 


RENO 


Coast reopened the 

Reno, after exten- 
sive remodeling, with a benefit for 
firemnen injured in a 
Among film people attending were 
Anne Baxter, Charles P. Skouras, 
R. H. McCullough, W. H. 
and Oscar Oldknow. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


For first time in his years in| 
show business, Harry B. ee 
head of Minnesota Amus. Co 
newspaper ads. “personally pom 
anteed” an attraction, Phil Spi- 
talny’s ‘Hour of Charm” band on 
French called the 
Spitalny show “the greatest ever.” 

Earl Perkins, Warner Brothers’ 
salesman here, to Milwaukee 


Fox West 
Crest theatre, 
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Now you can enjoy fast, comfortable 


agship SKYSLEEPERS 





to Los Angeles! 


EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1 





American is First Again with the Only Coast-to-Coast 


Skysieepers . 


Now, American provides spa- 
cious Skyberths aboard the 
famous DC-6 “Mercury” flight 
to Los Angeles! Eight roomy 
Skyberths supplement 36 com- 
fortable seat accommodations. 
Here’s your first opportunity 
to sleep your way West in a 
DC-6 Skysleeper, over Ameri- 
can’s Southern Transconti- 


. Luxurious DC-6 Accommodations 


nental Route. It’s the fast, 
comfortable way to go...a 
real rest cure aloft! 


THE MERCURY departs daily at 
midnight EDT — arrives Los 
Angeles 8:10 a.m. PDT. 
Sleeper passengers may board 
an hour before departure. 


Phone HAvemeyer 6-5000 or your travel agent 


Ticke? Offices: Airlines Tern 


nal e Rockefe ler Center He 


tel New Yorker 


120 Broadway e Hotel St. George 


AMERICAN AIRLINES 
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Stahl | 


lease | 
Lor- | 


recent fire. | 


Lollier | 


branch for five weeks to pinchhit 


for salesman on absence leave. 

North Central Allied regional 
meeting at Duluth set back to Sept. 
9 to permit President Bennie 
Berger and S. D. Kane, executive 
director, to appear before city 
council license committee to oppose 
applications for 
| theatres. 


Casper Chouinard, 
Artists’ city salesman, promoted to 
Milwaukee branch manager; suc- 
ceeds Bob Allen, resigned. 
| PITTSBURGH 

James O. Balog acquired Park 
theatre at Blair Station-from C. B 
| O'Neill. 


| Louis E. Hanna Franklin 
Anderson, now operating Franklin 


Film Exchange, Acme Distributing 


and 


Co. and Hanna Theatre Service 
have incorporated as Franklin Film 
Enterprises. Hanna and Franklin 


are brothers-in-law. 

A new 450-seat theatre is under 
at Robertsdale, Pa., 
|'for Gene Yanni, a war veteran. 
Ed Levin resigned his | sales 


| construction 


new Minneapolis | « 


United| 


| RKO was 











Be Costly ‘Joan’ | | 


Continued from page 7 cae | 








L esconneenar mete | 
the distribution details, is in a| 
considerably difficult position with | 


Joan” than Goldwyn was with | 


“Years,” despite the fact the lat- | 
ter was also released by RKO. 
Goldwyn had reserved all road- 


show rights to his films to himself; 
only called in on the 
advanced-admission run to do the} 


| physical handling and make deals 


duties with National Screen Serv- | 


ice and will move to Los Angeles 
for a new connection in the in- 
dustry. 

Mr. and Mrs. Guy Oglietti, local 


exhibs, are in ag | visiting the 
|grave of their son, Captain Elmer 
Oglietti, late of the AAF. 


| Old Lyric theatre in Coraopolis, 
| operated for years by F. C. Mc- 
Gillick, has been dismantled. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Les Immerman 
Golden State manager. He 
formerly manager of State, South 
| Frisco, also a Golden State house. 


to Daly City as} 


Was | 


| “Joan,” 


1000 negative cost, 


on smaller accounts. 
Wanger-Bergman-Fleming were 

in no position to force the Goldwyn 

type of bargain. Metro had with- 


drawn from its promise to help 
finance and release the film and | 
Wanger was forced to make the | 


RKO deal in a period of foar days | 


in order to protect the investment 
already in “Joan.” As a result, 
he also found it necessary to ac- 
cept not too advantageous distri- 
bution terms—probably the highest 
ever charged in the industry for a 
film of the grossing potential of 





Setup 


This exceptionally high distrib | 
fee is one of the reasons it will 
take such a great amount of rentals 
to get Sierra Productions—the in- | 
die unit—off the nut. Releasing 
charge is in addition to the $4,600,- 
the charge for 
the approxi- 


Technicolor prints, 


| mately $1,000,000 that will have to 


| will thus come to between $9,000,- 


| Matt Knighton replaces, leaving his | 


berth at the Irving to Art Kloth, 


moved over from Parkside. Ben 
Stevenson from Daly City moves 
into Parkside. ‘ 

George Stribling, former Repub- 
lice booker, returns after two 
|months in Benud, Ore. 

Peter Thorn replaced the late 


George Seach as RKO film sales- 
| man. 


be spent on advertising and ex- 
ploitation and interests, dubbiyg 
duties and other items. Total cost | 
000 and $10,000,000, depenémg on 


il 
how much is grossed, since the dis- 


| tribution fee goes up as the gross 


| Wasserman 


| Jay Golden, RKO division man- | 


ager, preparing for Eastern trip. 


ALBANY 


n | 

Maurice N. Wolf, of Metro's pub- 
licity department, will speak on 
“Motion Pictures Are My Business” 
before the 
Sept. 14, in one of a series of such 
|talks he is making in the Albany 
|exchange district. 

| The Variety Club approved plans 
|for the organization’s first clam- 
| bake, at Picard’s Grove, Sept. 13. 
|A baseball game between nines 
representing the theatre and dis- 
tribution ends is to be part of the 
|program. The committee on ar- 
rangements: Charles A. Smakwitz, 
Harry Lamont, Jack Bullwinkle, 
|Ray Smith, Joe Weinstein and 
Gene Teper. 


CHICAGO 


Studio theatre returns to arty 
policy with fall bookings set for 
“Eagle With Two Heads” and 
“Murderer Among Us.” 

Melrose theatre re-opened Sept 
2 after redecoration and with first- 
run policy. 

Maurice Bergman, Universal 
eastern ad-publicity topper, in for 
preview of “One Touch of Venus.”’ 

Elm theatre, Elmwood Park, IIL, 


Allied Theatres of Illinois, 
buying and booking combine. 

Harold Perlman rejoined Filmeck | 
Trailers as ad director. 


KANSAS CITY 


New Silver, Cameron, Mo., 
to open this month. 
seater. 

Louis Patz, National 
| Service manager, had sales crew in 
to outline plans for a drive Sept. 
13-Dec. 31. 

Ben Marcus, 
for Columbia, 


Inc., 


divisional manager | 
called meeting of 


| week. 


————— 


BOSTON 


Strand theatre, Montpelier, Vt., 
purchased by Richard Cody from 
Homer Skells. 

Keene, New Hampshire, Scenic 








ee 


of 300 more seats 


AKRON, O. 


| The old Spicer razed and the 
$100,000 Vogue will open shortly 
on the site. 
Don Maxwell, 
'manager of Strand, moved 
Bryan, O., to manage the 
| Skirball houses in that city. 
Carl Ferrazza, assistant manager 
: Loew’s has re signed to join the 
East Ohio Gas Co, in Cleveland. 





to 
two 





SEE OP LTA DIES EIRENE ELS AIS NES 


formerly assistant 


|last week, held further discussions | 





a 


and Montclare theatre here joined | | would entail RKO legally 


Albany Kiwanis Club | Pervising the film, 


| equivocal okay, however, tc allow- 


increases. 

Of the negative cost, $3,500,000 
was advanced by the Bankers Trust 
Co. of New York and Security-First 
National of Los Angeles. The rest 
was in deferments and in second 
money and guarantees which Lew 
of Music Corp. of 
America, was instrumental in get- 
; ting and which he holds a piece of | 
| the film. 


Plan discussed for more than | 
|four months now, of the ees | 
Goldwyn distribution organization, 
headed by James A. Mulvey, a 
is still In an 
on-again-off-again status, but more | 
off than on. Wanger, who was east | 
of the plan with Mulvey. They 
have long been in agreement on a 
deal, including a 3% supervisory 
fee, but Wanger cannot get the 
okay of all the participants. 


RKO is the major stymie. It is | 
jealous of its ability to do jist as | 
good a job without Mulvey’s aid 
as with it, and therefore won't 
acquiece to allowing 3% to be. 
taken off the gross before its gets | 
its fees. Likewise, some of the | 
owners of the film are undecided | 
about letting Goldwyn take a posi- 
tion in the payoff line ahead of | 
them. Alex Ardrey, v.p. of the | 
Bankers Trust, 
the bank loan, has given his un- 


who is managing | 





ing the 3% to come out before he 
gets paid off. 

It was hoped that by this deal, 
might be roadshown as 
“Best Years” was. However, that 
giving 


| 


>| up its roadshow rights, which it 


is due | 
It is a 400- | 


| 
Screen | 


| 


salesmen on 1948-49 product last | 


| theatre closed to allow installation ; 





\- 


apparently is not willing to do. 


| ritory 


| dealing with theatre 


| $950,000 yearly after 
|means a 712% return 


mCONCESSIONAIRES 


No. Central Allied 


Thinks Par’s Making 
Too Much of a Profit 


Minneapolis, Sept. 9. 
North Central Allied continues 
to assail Paramount in its bulle- 
tins over “unreasonable and un- 
fair terms.” Bulletin claims that 
more than 300 exhibitors in the 


| territory are refusing to play the 


product and warns the company’s 


customers against “paying an un- 
reasonable amount for the prod- 
uct.” 


The organization’s investigation 
shows that the “bad treatment of 
independent exhibitors in this ter- 
also prevails in other sec- 
tions,” according to the bulletin, 

It’s claimed that the company’s 


| profit of $70,000,000 on a gross 


1947, 


state- 


business of $170,000,000 in 
according to its financial 


'ment is unreasonable and that no 
|other film company or any com- 


pany in any other line of business 
“can show that kind of a profit on 
that amount of gross.” 


Par Bidg. | 


Continued from page 3 

















tially increase the company’s liquid 
holdings, which are to be used in 
partners. Par 
wants to clear its decks so that it 
can buy out partnership interests 
wherever the court so permits in 
the Government anti-trust case. 
For this it needs many millions of 
dollars. 

Reportedly the feeling among in- 
surance companies and syndicates 
is that the price is too high. Ac- 
cording to them, rentals derived 
from the property amount to about 
taxes. That 
on invest- 
ment. Real estate circles generally 
figure that a deal this size can be 
profitable only if the invested cash 


lis recouped within five years. 


Nonetheless, Par’s efforts to 
|make the sale have been unremit- 
‘ting and the company is still ac- 
tively on the prowl for a purchaser, 





Century circuit will build a 


2,000-seater in the new residential 
area of Flushing, Queens, on site 
of Fresh Meadow Golf Club. 


GEORGE 
WRIGHT * 
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REFRESHMENT 


Now Specializing 
in Refreshment 
from Coast to Coast Service for 
over 1% Century 
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Betty GRABLE - Deuglias FAIRBANKS, JR. 


“THAT LADY IN ERMINE” 


A 20th Century-Fox Picture—TECHNICOLOR 
On Variety Stage: Frances Langford & Jon Hall 
Harmonieats - Jerry Colonna 


On ice Stage: “THE MERRY WIDOW" 
Starring CAROL LYNNE - FRITZ DIETL 


| ROX 7th Ave. & 
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Rockefeller Center 


‘A DATE WITH JUDY’ 


Wallace BEERY @ Jane POWELL 
Elizabeth TAYLOR @ Carmen MIRANDA 
Xavier CUGAT © Robert STACK 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
Spectacular Stage Presentation 








Rosalind Russell 


in 


“THE VELVET TOUCH" 


A Frederick Brisson Production 
Released through KKO 


RIVOLI B'way & 49th St. 











Res. 








ma 


woes 





~_ 


__ Wednesday, September 8, 


1948 


RADIO 23 





-_ 





Talent Outlook: 


Coin No Factor 


The readjustment in radio salaries, to translate them into more 


realistic values, 


shows. 
Bergens, Allens, 
last, and there’s been no diminution, 


uation of Jimmy Durante for his 
Esty agency banner. If a client 
say the agencies 
factor. 

Talent 


appears to have affected only 


, the coin, for the most part, 


the under-$15,000 


The $20,000-$25,000 weekly package brackets involving the 
Bennys and Cantors still prevail this season, as 


for example, in Camel’s val- 
new NBC cycle under the William 
wants a personality bad enough, 
isn’t the determining 


agencies, notably Wm. Morris and Music Corp of America, 


report an upbeat in activity around the ad agencies over the past 


couple of weeks, 
remain on the major webs will 
weeks. 


with indications 


that what few time franchises 
be grabbed up in the next few 


Prospective clients are show-hungry, and the talent agen- 


cies are auditioning their packages all over the lot. 


While the 
standards as Fannie Brice, 
talny, Bob Burns, Tony Martin 


“availability” list at the moment includes such radio 
Joan Davis, Henry Morgan, Phil Spi- 


Dick Haymes, etc., it’s expected 


that the next few weeks will find the list narrowing considerably, 


bi as, 


in recent weeks, such perennials as Jack Carson, 
Jurante and Kay Kyser were signed for new ate 


Jimmy 








Clayton Collyer Election as AF RA 
Prexy Regarded as Bid for Unity 


Election of Clayton Collyer as 


national president of the American | 


Federation of Radio Artists at the 
recent annual convention in Boston 
is regardec as a move for “unity” 
in the organization. That was the 
‘eason given by a number of New 
Vork delegates, 
identified with the independent 
forces in the union, for their ex- 
pressed intention of voting for 
Collyer. 
It had been expected that the 
independents, both in New York 
and the other locals, would sup- 
port Virginia Payne for the presi- 
@ency. Collyer’s margin over Miss 
Payne was eight votes, Miss Payne 


subsequently being elected first 
Vice-president. 
With Ken Carpenter not a can- 


didate for reelection, it was known 
that the conservative forces would 
ack Collyer as his successor. It 
faa been expected that the New 
‘ork delegation would be split, 
With the majority favoring Miss | 
Payne, while the Coast group | 
would also be split, but with the 
edge to Collyer. The vote of the 
smaller locals was thus expected 
to be the decisive factor. 


Although the vote could not be | 
since the elec- | 


exactly analyzed, 
tion was by secret ballot, the ex- 
pressed sentiments of many of the 


delegates indicated that an unex- | 
large proportion of the, 


ectedly 

Fost contingent broke off from 

Collyer to support Miss Payne, 
(Continued on page 36) 


Banghart Prefers 
Ford in His Future 


Ken Banghart, despite his news- 
caster buildup at NBC during the 
past several years, has decided to 
check out 
retaining his “Voice of Ford” an- 
nouncer role on “Ford Theatre,” 
which has been switched to CBS. 
As a freelancer, however, he can 
continue announcing the RCA-Vic- 
tor show on NBC. Looks like 





Banghari's NBC news chores will | 


be divided between Robert Trout 
and John Cameron Swayze. 
Banghart, 
the network's Washington staff, 
currently does the 
2m. news (three a week for Peter 
Paul and two for Studebaker) and 
11 p.m news (across the board 
for Sheil Oil). His NBC contract 
runs out the end of this month. 
Another NBC gabber who has 


a similar one-or-the-other choice 
to mak=, Ben Grauer, reportedly 
hasn’t yet reached a decision. He 


be in negotiation with 
the network on terms of a new 
contract, which would _ indicate 
that he expects to check off Wal- 
ter Wincheil’s ABC show if NBC 
Offers him sufficiently attractive 
coin to stay around. 

Web has a policy forbidding 
news staffers from 
fied with commercial programs on 
other nets. 


is said to 


who are normally | 


of the web in favor of. 


imported by WNBC |} 
(N. Y.) about three years ago from | 


flagship’s 6) 


beigz identi- | 





Stang, Hiken Rejoin Berle 


Arnold Stang is set as featured 
stooge on the Milton Berle radio 
show for Texaco and is being con- 
sidered for the comedian’s tele- 
vision series for the same sponsor. 
His radio deal is non-exclusive for 
39 weeks, but gives him the right 
to quit on six weeks’ notice. 

Stang also in line for a featured 
spot on the Henry Morgan pro- 
gram if and when it returns to the 
jair. Berle will use two sets of writ- 
ers for the brace of Texaco shows, 
with Nat Hiken again inked for the 
radio job. 


Thackrey-Warner 


Coast Package’ 
Deal Hits Snags 





Washington, Sept. 7. 

The Dorothy 8S. Thackrey sale 
to Warners of her West Coast ra- 
dio interests hit several new snags 
last week. Los Angeles Broad- 
‘casting Co, in a surprise move, 
| filed for channel 13 in L.A., for 
|which she already holds a CP. 
| Southern California Television Co. 
| asked the FCC to deny her request 
‘to transfer. 

Mrs. Thackrey 
KYA, San Francisco, 
KLAC-TV, Los Angeles, 
ners for $1,045,00. Southern 
jects to the “package” deal, 


wants fo sell 
KLAC and 
to War- 
ob- 


and | 


has asked FCC to request a break- | 


down of price for each facility. 
Los Angeles’ Broadcasting Co., 
which owns KFAC, does not care 
to meet the Warners price for the 
TV channel. 

KFAC is owned and operated by 
Calvin J. Smith. His partners in 
the TV _ station are E. L. Cord, 
wealthy rancher, real estate, and 
|mining man, He is the owner of 
Pan Pacific Auditorium in L.A. 
His son, Charies E. Cord, and an 
attorney, Edward D. Neuhoff, are 
(Continued on page 32) 





Mann’s 206 Settlement 
With CBS on ‘Brooks’ 


Robert Mann, who several weeks 
ago checked out of CBS as mana- 
'ger of program sales, has effected 
a settlement with the network in 
connection with the “Our Miss 
Brooks” comedy stanza, which Col- 
gate has purchased from the net- 
work. Mann’s claim was based on 
the premise that he was owner 
of the package. CBS, it’s under- 
stood, paid him $20,000 for the 
exclusive radio rights to the show. 

Mann still holds the film rights 
ito “Brooks.” Since his CBS exit, 
he’s been freelancing and is cur- 
rently writing a legit play. 

CBC settlement was effected 


through attorney William Fitelson. . 





By GEORGE ROSEN 


networks are slugging it 
out on the showmanship front this 
new broadcasting season in the 
bid for top audience draw. Any 
accurate appraisal of the night-by- 
night projection of top values can 
no longer be restricted to the 
competition between-the top-bud- 
geted NBC-CBS programs. ABC, 
as was already evidenced last sea- 
son, has amassed a flock of pro- 
ductions calculated to out-Hooper 
NBC and CBS on at least two eve- 
nings a weeks. 

Mutual is pretty much out of 
the picture when it comes to 
commanding sustained top audi- 
ence pull throughout an evening, 
but has been making a habit of 
showing the other webs how to 
program a Sunday afternoon for 
commercial payoffs. And, with 
such individual examples as Gab- 
riel Heatter, 
vite a healthy tunein from other 
webs. But the spurts are isolated 
to embrace single programs. 

Here’s how the picture shapes 
up for the fall-winter ride: 

Monday: Like last year, 
CBS’ big night, with 
way Lever Bros. spread 


The 


this is 


_ WEB SLUGFEST ON SHOW FR 








FOR SUPREMACY 


the three- | 
(“Lux | 


Radio Theatre,” “Arthur Godfrey’s | 


Talent Scouts” and “My 
Irma”) a surefire Top 15 Hooper 
guarantee and one of the 
enviable single-client sequencings 


Friend | 


most | 


in all radio. 
Tuesday: Still NBC’s prize night 
in the rating sweepstakes, what | 


with the Bob Hope-Fibber & Mol- 
iv-Amos ’n’ Andy showcase. (A & 
A switchover to 7:30 Sundays on 


CBS isn’t effective until later this | 


season, when the vet team battle 
it out’ with NBC’s Phil Harris- 
Alice Faye Rexall show, the lat- 
ter with its enviable pickup of the 
7 o'clock 
Wednesday: Looks like ABC 
will be top dog on this night, 
what with the Bing Crosby, Grou- 
cho Marx, Milton Berle-‘‘Texaco 
Star Theatre,’ Old Gold “Amateur 
Hour” layout designed to take 
the edge off NBC's big-pulling 
“Mr. District Attorney” and “Duf- 
fy’s Tavérn” brace of shows. 
Thursday: The combination of 
Burns & Alien, Al Jolson, the 
new Dorothy Lamour _ Sealtest 
show, “Screen Guild Players” and 


(Continued on page 32) 


Hank Booraem 
In Mutual Exit 


Hendrik (Hank) Booraem, na- 
tional program manager of Mutual, 
is ankling his job the end of this 
week, over what he described as 
“differences of opinion” 
gramming the web. Parting of the 
ways was laid to continued in- 
ability of Booraem and other top- 
level MBS execs to see eye-to-eye 





| “Drake,” 
Jack Benny audience.) | 


MBS manages to in- 


- WAY B y BATTLE ‘You Can't Give Away Giveaways 


—Except as Kilocycle Attractions 





Who’s Got 50 Million? 
Dallas, Sept. 7. 

A cardboard m@iel visual- 
izes a $50,000,000 dream pro- 
ject of F. E. Loring, local ad- 
vertising agency head. It would 
be known as Dallas - Radio- 
Television City and would in- 
clude a 51 story theatre-radio- 
television center. 

All he needs now is a backer 
to carry out the project. 


ABC Collides With 
A Fall Bonanza; 
$3,500,000 Sales 


ABC’s fall-winter sponsor cagsh- 








+ 
except 
| been 


| Broadway presentation houses, 


|of them, 


It looks like tne thinking on 
the show biz values of giveaways, 
strictly as radio fare, has 
revised. Managers of the 
it’s 
understood, want no further part 
after the experience en- 


countered by the Capitol theatre 
with ABC’s “Stop the Music,” 
'which tumbled after a big open- 


| ing week, and the Strand theatre’s 


| current 
| CBS's 


{ 
| 


| mulling taking on CBS’ 
Again” 
lis cold. 


downbeat attitude toward 
“Winner Take Ail.” 
theatre for awhile was 
“Sing It 
but it looks like the deal 
Attitude of the Broad- 
house managers is that the 


Roxy 


way 


shows are keeping the customers 


| away 


in droves (and in equal 


| droves refuse to leave the theatre, 


| preventing 
| they 
| tractions, 

| translated 


turnover) and _ while 
add up as kilocycle at- 
they can’t be effectively 
into stage entertain- 


may 


ment. 


Just how the giveaways do as 


| State Fair attractions still remains 


‘to be seen. 


register is still clinking impressive- | 


ly. Last week it rang up another 
$3,500,000 in gross time billings, 


covering three daytime cross-the- | 


board stanzas. News of one of the 


deals—for Procter & Gamble to | 


bankroll “What Makes You Tick?” 
which has been a summer sub for 
Helbros on Mutual—gave the lat- 
ter web a large case of the blues. 
Other two _ five-a-week strips, 
“Galen Drake” and a new Kay 
Kyser-emceed, non-musical, audi- 
ence participation “Kollege of Fun 
and Knowledge,” were grabbed by 
Pillsbury. Kyser stanza, teeing off 
Oct. 4 at 11 a.m., will be a half- 
hour show, with the flour milling 
outfit bankrolling 15 minutes of it. 
Web thinks the other quarter-hour 
will be sold in a matter of days. 
sponsored by Kellogg at 
11:30 a.m. last season, will return 
in a new time slot, 3:30-45 p.m., 


,on Oct. 4. 


Pillsbury billings are a total $1,- | 
400,000 net time and talent deal. 
Talent tab on the Kyser show is | 
scid to be nearly $5,000 per 15- 
minute strip. |. McCann-Erickson 
agency placed the Kyser show, 


'while Leo Burnett agency set the | 


in pro-) 


on operations of the program de- 


partment. 

MBS program veepee Phillips 
Carlin has not yet picked a suc- 
cessor. 

Booraem joined Mutual about a 
year ago, coming from the Coast 
where, as Hollywood manager for 
the Hutchins agency, he had helped 


set the Bing Crosby show for 
Phileo. His future plays are in- 
definite, he says. 





Chrysler Changes Mind 


Chrysier 
change olf 
ing 
son. 

Auto outfit 


apparently has had a 
heart and is not com- 
into network radio this sea- 


was seriously mul- 
ling a Joan Davis half-hour web 
show, but the deal is now cold. 
Ford remains the big spender 
in radio, with Plymouth-DeSoto 
also in for a 30-minute weekly 
showcase, (‘Hit the Jackpot’’), 
and Kaiser-Frazer picking up the 
Walter Winchell tab on Jan. 2. 


Drake billing. 

“Tick,” a psychological aud par- | 
8g airer emceed by John 
/K. M. McCaffery, has been a half- 
oar Sunday afternoon item on 


hope of building it into a fall entry | 
—on its own ether. For P&G stanza 
| will take over ABC’s 11:45-12 noon 


itime beginning Sept. 20. Agency is | 


| Compton. 

Latter deal represents a switch 
in shows for P&G, which has had 
a 15-minute tab on ‘Breakfast in | 
Hollywood.” “Breakfast” is going 
co-op and shifting to 2-2:30, with 
“Ethel & Albert” moving out of 
that period to 4:30-45. 

Eleanor and Anna Roosevelt’s 
new show, starting Oct. 4—and not 
yet sold—-has been given the 3:45-4 
spot. “Second Honeymoon,” now 
3:30-4, will move back to a 4 
o'clock start. 


LACKING SPONSOR, ABC 
MAY SUSTAIN MORGAN 


Even if he fails to snare a bank- 
roller by the time the fall-winter 
season gets rolling, Henry Morgan 








|ing their 


Undaunted 
“Stop” at the Cap- 
Lou Cowan is going ahead 
plans to tour at least one 
(Continued on page 34) 


NBC Preps Agenda 
For Sun Valley 


NBC has scraped its plan to 
spotlight notable figures in publie 
life at its Sun Valley convention 
later this month. It appears that 
the affiliate station operators are 
so concerned over problems affect- 
operations and relations 


by the 
quick slide of 
itol, 
with 





with NBC, particularly in the realm 


WWJ-TV, 


of television, that the entire con- 
vention will be devoted to intra- 
industry problems. 

One entire day will be given 
/over to panels on television, with 
'such tele-experienced station 
managers as Harry’ Bannister, 
Detroit, “briefing” NBC 


affiliate newcomers in operational 
| techniques. 


| 


| 


Just how radio will fit into the 
pattern when video hits the coast- 
to-coast bigtime will get a whole- 


sale kicking around when the ap- 


| proximate 180 key broadcasters as- 


| semble for the web’s second annual 


| 


| confab. 
MBS, which promoted it heavily in | 





CBS Off Symph Hook, 
But NBC-Toscy Still 
A 5006 Sustaining Ride 


CBS thus far is the only network 


- 


'to get off the hook on the show- 


casing of high-budgeted symphon- 
ic ensembles. Deal for Standard 
Oil of New Jersey to take over 
sponsorship of the N. Y. Philhar- 


|}monic’s 3 to 4:30 Sunday after- 
,noon program was completed last 


weekend. Standard Oil picks up 
the tab starting Oct.10 and the 
full-season, full-network sponsor- 
'ship puts on an approximate $1,- 
| 200,000 into the CBS coffers. 

The intermission “production,” 
incidentally, was the clincher in 
the sale of the symph. Deems Taylor 


, will head up the weekly capsule 
| stanza, which wiii spotlight musie 


may get a return ride on ABC on 
| a sustaining basis. 


ABC program veepee “Bud” 
_ Barry says that, budget permitting, 
he’ll try to find a spot for the 
‘comic, sponsor or not. Prospects 
of inking a bankroller have bright- 
ened in the last few days, however, 
the exec indicated. 

Running spot given Morgan on 
WJZ-TV’s (N.Y.) inaugural show 
clearly showed the web’s desire to 
keep the comic among 
liners, despite the fact have failed 
to keep the same sponsor beyond 
a season's run. ‘He had first Ever- 
sharp, then Rayve shampoo, and 
a brief TV stand for Admiral re- 
frigerators.) 


' for 


students from schools throughout 
the country, 
in to N. Y. 
NBC is still without a sponsor 
its topnotch symphonic en- 
semble, which represents a sea- 


sonal outlay to the web of $500,000, 


its head- | 


_with the Boston symph, 


including $10,000 weekly for 
services of Arturo Toscanini. 

The Boston Symphony, until now 
heard on ABC, has made overtures 
to NBC, with the web reporting 
that it’s “looking into the availa- 
bility.””, However, it isn’t consid- 
ered likely that NBC would take on 
two major symphonic organiza- 
tions on a sustaining basis. 

For some time NBC was plan- 
ning to co-op Toscanini, but the 
idea fell through. ‘ABC tried it 
but it was 
an admitted flop, commercial-wise). 


the 


who will be brought - 


a 
t 
i 
i 
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Indies Plan Lots of Hoopla at NAB 


Meet to Match Affiliate Powwows 


Washington S,ept. 7. 

Looks like the National Assn. of 
Broadcasters is going to find it 
started something when it acceded 
to independent broadcasters’ de- 
mands for a non-affiliated stations 
executive committee. The new 
group's agenda following a two-day 
meeting here last week with chair- 
man Ted Cott, veepee of WNEW, 
N.Y.. was jumping with plans in 
behalf of the country’s 400-odd 
indies. 

For one thing, the committee 
definitely decided it was going to 
sponsor a razzle-dazzie ‘‘Independ- 
ents’ Day” shindig, to match the 
networks’ affiliates powwows, the 


; 
} 
; 
} 





¢ | 
| 


Barber Back in Harness 


Red Barber, recovered from his | 


recent illness, resumes broadcast- | 
ing of the Dodgers games for Old 
Gold this week via WHN (N.Y.) 
and returns to his CBS “Club 
House” stanza on Saturday (11) 

Since leaving the hospital, Bar- 
ber has been recuperating at 
Martha's Vineyard. 





Nets Grab Sponsor 


day preceding the start of the an- | 


nual NAB convention, 
started of fiying 
stars from 


Talk was 
in name radio 


N.Y. and the Coast to | 


Coin on Elections 


entertain the indie reps; of invit- | 


ing advertiser, agency and station | 
rep toppers to be guests at the, 


function, etc. 
Additionally, the 

formulated plans to: 
1. “Implement” the NAB's “co- 


indie execs 


operate with the UN” resolution by | 
inviting the United Nations to pro- | 
gram special airers for distribution | 


among independent stations. 
2. Ask the Advertising Council 


to huddle on a proposal to take! 


indies out of the class of “spot 
announcement outlets” by building 
programs especially for indie air- 
ing. Council up to now has de- 
voted its programming efforts to 


the networks, claiming there was | 


no machinery for distribution to 
indies. 


that A. C. includes Coit, Pete 


Schloss of WWSW, Pittsburgh, and | 


David Baylor of WJMO, Cleveland. 


3. Sample 60 indie stations in a | 


three-question survey to deter- 
mine whether they'll pledge time 


for special shows as a ‘“‘public serv- | 


ice network” in behalf of Red | 
Cross, Cancer and other cam- 
paigns 


4. Prepare news material for a 


new indie department in the “NAB | 


Report” publication. 


‘Brooks’ to Get Gotham 
Origination If Arden 





Indie group who'll call on | 


_ Goes Legit; Move to Sun. 


Eve Arden, star of the newly- | 


acquired Colgate show on CBS, 


“Our Miss Brooks,” is currently in | 
New York while the program lays | 


off for a couple weeks. She's look- 
ing over some legit scripts in hope 
of doing a Broadway show this fall, 
in which case “Brooks” would 
originate from Manhattan instead 
of the Coast. 

Shitting of the “Brooks” stanza 
to 9:30 Sunday night, bracketing 
it with the new Helen Hayes dra- 
matic stanza for the Electric Com- 


panies, in CBS’ bid to strengthen | 


iis Sabbath night program roster, 
would permit Miss Arden to take 
on a legit assignment. 

The Hayes show, incidentally, 
will preera next month while the 


Mutual set the major networks 
off on a new trend last week by 
selling its Nov. 2 election night 
coverage—hitherto a sustaining 
public service gesture by the webs 


—to the Curtis Publishing Co. 
‘Saturday Evening Post, etc.) for 
75.000. Quickly, CBS followed | 


suit, selling three hours on that 


night to Nash Motors for 
$100,000. ABC (which had turned 
down the Nash deal) and NBC 


_both of whom previously intended 
{not to sell their election-returns 
coverage, changed their minds and 
| put their Tuesday night time blocks 
on the market. 

Neither ABC nor NBC have tak- | 
ers yet. but it’s believed one of 
three NBC bankrollers whose 
shows w'll be bumped for the night 
| will latch onto the tab for the 
evening. 

Curtis Publishing is said to be 
| prepping a full-blown promotion 
| campaign ballyhooing its Mutual 
deal, 





‘DEE ENGELBACH SLATED. 
“FOR HALLMARK SERIES 


“Hallmark Playhouse,” half- 
hour CBS show which originated 
last June, will continue through 
the fall-winter season hypoed by 
star names in leading roles, with 
| last season's “Radio Reader's Di- 
| gest’ permanently scrapped. 
| Trene Dune draws inaugural as- 
| signment, kicking off new series 
| with “Cimarron” on Sept. 9. 
| James Hilton, host and narrator 
i who also makes the story selec- 
tions, continues to head up “Play- 
| house.” Foote, Cone & Belding, : 
| however, is making a shift in pro- 
| ducers. pacting Dee Engelbach. 
‘with Bill Gay, who handled the 
/ summer shows, moving over to new | 
/'Lum ‘n’ Abner series for Frigid- 
aire. “Hallmark Playhouse” orig- 
\inates in Hollywood. 





Jerry Devine Due East 

| Jerry Devine, writer-producer of 
“This Is Your F.B.I.,” is due east 
|sometime in October for huddles 
j with the sponsor, Equitable Assur- 


star is still in London winding up | ance, and the agency, Warwick & 


her “Glass Menagerie” legit stint. 


As result, the first three sessions | 


of the CBS radio program will be 
taken over by Katharine Hepburn. 


CBS PROGRAM MILL 





STILL GRINDS ’EM OUT. 


CBS has auditioned a new mys- 


terv-adventure show on the Coast. | 


based on the “Steve Canvon” 
cartoon sirip character, with Wen- 
dell Corey in the lead role. Idea 
is to slot 
-evening time in the web’s whole- 
szle resnuffle of weekend pro- 
Zramming. 

Cy Uyyard's new “Little Im- 
migrant” series looks slated tor 
Saturday 8 to 8:30. with likelihood 
of Lucille Bali's “My Favorite Hus- 
band” moving into the 8:30 9 Sat. 
time. 

Monday night, sold out, remains 
undisturved. Tuesday night sched- 
ule finds the 60-minute “Sing It 
Again” going into the 10-11 slot. 
“Winner Take All’ moves out 
the Sunday night at 9 niche 
make way for the new 
Haves dramatic, series, and 
into Wednesday at 10. 

Network is also. prepping a new 
half-hour dramatic stanza for 5:30 
Sunday to sequence it with the 6 
o'clock Prudential program, which 
also switches to a dramatic for- 
mat, 


to 
Ilelen 
goes 


it in the Saturday at 7 


of | 


| Legler. 
It's an annual project. 


‘dissented from this phase of ma- 








Director 


KLZ Public Service 


MACK SWITZER 


KLZ’s public consciousness which | 


finds one-seventh of its broadcast | - 


schedule devoted to non-commer- 
cial, special service programming 
is the job of live-wire Mack Swit- | 
zer, a Denver radio veteran of, 
more than a decade. 

KLZ, DENVER. 


nas eaten, 


Stations Liable 











For Defamation, | 


N. J. Court Rules 








IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Best-kept secret of the week: who's bought the new hour-long Cecil 


B. DeMille 


show on Mutual?.. 








{From the Production Centres 


Morris Novik, in Europe with the group 


dedicating LaGuardia memorials, hopped to Palestine to advise the 


Israeli ministry of information on expanding its radio setup 


“The 


Shadow.” returning to MBS air next Sunday (12), again to be co-oped 
in some 400 markets not covered by Blue Coal’s tab 


visit Pales 


tine. Geneva and the U. S. 


Ben Grauer 


| flew to Rome Monday (6) on a combo news survey-vacation. 
vone of Germany, cover the UN 
| assembly in Paris and return to the U. S. late in September 


He'll also 


Chirper 


Connie Haines into NBC's Slapsie Maxie Show cast tonight (Wed.) 


WNEW’'s Dick Pack vacationing in Mass 


Marilyn Sue Eiges, daugh- 


ter of Syd Eiges, NBC’s veenee-press chief, featured in this month's 
Charles R. 
Denny, NBC's exec veepee. has his arm in a sling, the result of a frac- 


American 


tured wrist sustained in a fall at his home... 


mag layout on web's “Howdy Doody” TV show 


Arthur Gedfrey unques- 


tionably the most publicized guy in radio in the past couple of years. 
Life mag spread, incidentally, has just gotten a Reader's Digest reprint 


..Mike Foster, CBS trade press head, and Walter Murphy, director 


of press dept. for Columbia Records, “huddled” with boss George Cran- 
dall at latter's upstate farm over Labor Day weekend. 
scripting “Battle of Bull Run” for CBS’ “You Are There” series 
Mike Donovan, CBS doorman, “profiled” in N. Y. Sun. 


Fred Al 
club’s fall 
Berle or M 
ing Jack E 


len turned down that 
season next month. 
orey Amsterdam 

igen on his Copa (WINS) show.. 


Mike Wrenn 


Up New York” chores on WOV for vacationing Bill Williams. | 
also for Rosalie Allen when she takes two weeks off later this month 
_...Ted Streibert marked his 15th anni with WOR during the Labor 


Day weekend... 


On Oct. 1, 


bid to kick off the Radio Fxecutive 
Now looks like it’ll be either Milton 
Frank Tomasell, ex-WNYC staffer, help- 
..Max Cole handling “Wake 


He'll sub 


incidentally, WOR rounds out a full vear 


without a program director (last was Rod Erickson, now with Young & 
And the Mutual key station, even so, is one of the healthiest, 


Rubicam). 
billingswis 


e, in the country 


.Don Gillis, Texas-born composer and 


producer of the NBC Symphony Orch programs, has been commissioned 
by Efrem Kurtz to compose a suite on Gen. Sam Houston, which Kurtz 


will preem with 


his 


Trenton, N. J., Sept. 7. IN HOLLYWOOD ee 


Reversing an FCC decision ban- | 
ning stations from censoring politi- | 


Houston Symphony Orchestra this season, 


Joan’ Banks, last-minute substitute for the ailing Cathy Lewis on “My 


Friend Irma’s”’ 


seasonal bow, will continue in the second lead until the 


cal broadcasts containing libelous | medicos give the ‘original Jane” the go-ahead....Paramount must've 


material, the New Jersey Court of | had somethin 


Appeals rcled last week that radio | 


| 


over its facilities. It was a prece- 
dent-making ruling that will force 
all stations to maintain a double 
guard on all paid political pro- 
grams during the Presidential elec- 
tion. 


This case involved a libel suit 
brought by Lloyd J. Kelly. Depu- 
tv Directo: of Public Safety of 


Trenton, gainst the Trertonian 
a newspaper; Arthur D. Hoffman, 
its former editor, and the Trent 


Broadcasting Svstem, operators of 
WTTM. The judges reversed a 
lower court ruling’ eliminating | 
WTTM from the suit. The court of 
appeals, noting that the station had 
advance copies of Hoffman’s talk, 
restored WTTM as a defendant. 

The majority opinion declared 
that a station, in order to safeguard 
itself against libel chargés, must 
prove that it tried but could not 
prevent such statements by anyone 
who has bought time. “There are 
considerations which may warrant 
the extension of absolute liability 
to radio defamation, such as the 
size of the radio audience and the 
ineffectiveness of the retraction,” 
the opinio = said. 


Two judges of the appeals court | 


jority opinion on the grounds that 
it was too weak. They held that | 
radio stations should have absolute 
liability. 





NETWORK 


(Sept. 





PREMIERES 


8-18) 








SEPTEMBER 8 

“Great Gildersleeve,” with Hal 
Peary. Situation comedy. NBC 8:30 
p.m. Kraft Foods. (Needham, Louis 
& Brorby agency.) 

SEPTEMBER 9 

Sealtest Variety Show (new), 
with Dofothy Lamour; guest stars. 
NBC, 9:30 p.m. Sealtest Co. (N. W. 
Aver agency.) 

“Hallmark Playhouse,” drama. 
with guest stars. CBS, 10 p.m. Hall 
' Bros. ‘Foote, Cone & Belding 
agency.) 

SEPTEMBER 11 

“Whiz Quiz” inew), with Johnny 
Olsen, audience participation. ABC, 
10 p.m. Paul F. Beich Co. (Olian 
Advertising agency.) 

SEPTEMBER 12 

“Skyway to the Stars” (new). 
musical, with Tex MeCrary, Kay 
Armen. Ray Paige orch; guest stars. 
CBS, 4:30 p.m. U. S. Army-Air 
Force Recruiting. (Gardner agen- 
cy.) 

“Greatest Story Ever Told.” 
Drama. ABC. 6:30 p.m.- Goodyear 
Rubber. (Kudner agency.) 

“David Harding, Counterspy,” 


mystery drama. ABC, 5:30 p.m. | 
Shutter Candy, (Schwimmer & | 
Scott agency.) 

“The Shadow,” mystery drama. 
Mutual, 5 p.m. Blue Coal Co. 


‘Ruthrauff & Ryan agency.) 

“Sherlock Holmes,” mystery 
drama. Mutual. 7 p.m. Trimont | 
Clothes. (Weintraub.) 


SEPTEMBER 13 
“Cavaleade of America,” drama. | 


Guest stars. NBC. 8 p.m. du Pont 
Co. ‘BBD.&O. agency.) 
SEPTEMBER 14 
Bob Hope Show, comedy-variety. 
NBC, 10 p.m. Swan Soap (Young 
& Rubicam agency.) 
SEPTEMBER 15 
“Your Song and Mine,” musical. 
CBS, 9 p.m. Borden Co. (Kenyon & 
Eckhardt agency.) 
SEPTEMBER 18 
“Hometown Reunion,” with Ed- 
dy Arnold, ethers. Hillbilly musi- 
cal. CBS, 10 p.m. Sustaining. 
Mel Allen; sports commentary. 
Mutual, 7:45 p.m. U. S. Army Re- 
cruiting. (Gardner agency.) 


g to do with the fourth encore of “Sorry, Wrong Number.’ 


on “Suspense” Oct. 28. That would just about time it for the picture's 
: : release....Fred Allen and Portland Hoffa gadabouting with their pals 
Stations can be legally liable for | o¢ the two-a-day, mainly and chiefly Jack and Mary Benny. 
any defamatory statements made | Filer takes time out from her three shows to honeymoon with Don 


| Nelson, brother of Ozie. 


Barbara 


Hitching date is Sept. 17....Radio Workshop 


for employees at KNX-CBS having been successful, it will now be set 
up at KHJ-Don Lee to stimulate development of new prokram ideas 


and latent 


talent 


Johnny-on-the-spot Grant now doing five-hour 


nightly disk jock and interview stint from King’s restaurant over KWIK 
.... Jack Johnstone, who recently bowed out as producer of ‘Man 
Called X.” picked by Benton & Bowles to direct Prudentlal Family of 


Stars. 


Bullock's, local dept store, sponsor of “Favorite Story.” 


gets 


a break when Ronald Colman stars in ‘“‘The Country of the Blind.” It 
also goes on platters for around 300 stations....J. Frank Burke leased 


6000 Sunset 
-averflow t 


‘Radio Center) to Arthur Taylor. 
rom the overcrowded nets.. 


Site has been getting 
.. Dorothy Lamour 


will have 


Gregory Peck, Ozie and Harriet, in the guest slots when she inaugu- 
rates her ‘“Sealtest Variety Theatre” Sept. 9....Eileen Wilson got the 
call for the extra two weeks as femme vocalist on Hit Parade until 


Beryl Davi 


S returns 


Irv Atkins, long time stunt developer tor John 


Guedel Productions, will handle television for the package outfit 


| Santa Barbara 


| Phil Bottfeld shipped out from N.Y. by Benton & Bowles to organize 
| publicity department after Carol Davis leaves to make her home in 
KFWB drew high commendation from National Ass'n 
of Radio News Directors for its coverage of political conventions. 


Singled out for individual kudos were Clete Roberts, George Lewin and 


| Al Gordon. 


CBS despaired of selling Mickey Rooney’s Showease, so off the air it 


goes after 


next week's airing. 


“Stars Over Hollywood,” morning dra- 


matic series on CBS, Fas been bought by Armour....Gail Smith around 
in his new capavity as director of night time radio for Procter & Gamble 
.... Freeman Gosden checked out of the hospital after two-week siege 
.... Bill Morrow had a script all whipped up for Lum and Abner as 
callers on Bing Crosby, but had to ding it when Frigidaire signed the 


P 


rustics, 


Pete Peterson, ABC account exec, bedded with arthritis at 


Hospital 


hilco makes refrigerators, too. That’s an ad, 


AN CHICAGO... 


son 


Merey 


WCFL brought in William Green, prez of AFL, for Labor 
Day ceremonies marking the shift to 50 kw....Dorothy Kemble. direc- 
tor of MBS continuity acceptance, in for confab....Kleve Kirby re- 


_pacted by Richman Bros. for WMAQ newscasting....Mutual’s “True Or 


False” airs from the Eighth St. theatre Sept. 11....Lois Hollowell, 
WBBM network saies. back from vacash at Yellowstone Nat’! Park 
WBBM-CBS and Oriental theatre ran contest asking for song ideas for 


here, Sept. 


east this season. 


Gene Autry, promoting Autry’s stage appearance and broadcast from 


5 Bert Wilson, sportscaster for WIND, does second trek 


covering Cub games via direct wire 


Hawthorn 


Melody Farms Dairy through Schwimmer & Scott, Chi, took 52 weeks 
on WGN for “Telephone Quiz.” starting Sept. 6....“School Broadcast 
Conference” holds 12th annual meeting here at Sherman hotel, Oct. 13, 
Margaret Merrick, former quiz kid, gave birth to daughter 
Susan—first second generation quiz kid girl....Norm Ross, WMAQ's 
m.¢c. and disk jock, at Evanston hospital with pneumonia. Norm Ross, 
Jr., takes over morning record show until dad can resume radio stint 
....Mary Schlemm, WBBM purchasing dept., off for vacation at Colo- 


114, 15 


rado Springs 


Air summer concert, WGN-Mutual, Sept. IL. 


IN WA 


SHINGTON ... 


Valerie Wennerstrom debuts over Chi Theatre of the 


WNBW, the NBC television station in Washington, has just pub- 


lished its first rate card. 


dicted that the area will have about 20,000 sets by Octe 1 
figures on sets, estimated by the Washington Television Circulation 
Committee, figured 16.600 in operation in the area as of Sept. 1. a gain 


of 1,100 ov 


er Aug. 1. 


William McAndrew, assistant to “Scoop” Rus- 
‘sell, NBC vice prexy in Washington, who announced the rate card. pre- 


Latest 


Figures were obtained hy a three-man committee: 


Sam Cooke Diggs, WMAL-TV; Gordon Williamson, WTTG: and James 


Seiler, WN 


BW 


Tony Wakeman, WWDC sportscaster, has added five 


more minutes to his early evening across-the-board show, making it 5:50 
WWDC, which 
is sponsoring Miss Greater Washington in the Atlantic City Beauty 
pageant, is broadcasting daily reports of her progress. 
Bailey, executive director of the FM Ass’n, is using the latest figures 
on set production issued by the Radio Manufacturers Ass'n to prove 
that. percentage-wise, FM set production is now moving faster than AM 


to 6 p.m. 


_set output. 


He has several other regular sports shows... 
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BMB's Record 741 Members Set 


To Hop on No. 


3roadcast Measurement Bureau ¢ 


is sailing smooth, untroubled wa- 
ters toward its March, 1949, No. 2 
nationwide AM-FM-TV listening- 
looking survey, toppers of the tri- 
partite agency indicated following 
a board meeting last Thursday 
afternoon (2). 

Bureau is “right on the nut” as 
far as cxpenses go, said prex) 
Hugh Feltis, despite the fact that 
the upcoming study will cost more 
than the °46 one did, owing to in- 
creased cGperating costs, plans to 
mail 10.900 more ballots than last 
time, and additional info ‘such as 
auto radio listening) which will be 
tabulated. 

Station, area and network re- 
ports on the ‘49 survey will be 
faster coming out than before (the 
March °46 reports didn’t get out 
until the following  fall-winter) 
Feltis announced. Just how much 
faster, he couldn't say 

The ‘49 study will include these 
new features, in addition to auto 
radio lisiening: (1) measurement 
of FM and television as well as 
AM dialing; (2) measurement of 
the number of families who listen 
to each station and network in the 
course oi an average day (in addi- 
tion to info on stations’ and nets’ 
total weekly audiences); measure- 
ment of 300 or more localities 
which have stations new but didn’! 
have at the time of the No. 1 study. 

Total of 650,000 ballots will be 
mailed out. To expedite reports. 
the minimum of a 50¢°¢ return used 
in '46 has been altered to a mini- 
mum of 40°: return within a 
maximum of six weeks’ lime. 

Looking on beyond the No. 2 
survey, the BMB board addition- 
ally authorized consideration of 
the possibility of measuring the 
total amount of time (in addition 
to frequency) of listening to a sta- 
tion or network; authorized a ma- 
jor, broad-scale study of the en- 
tire radio research field (utilizing 
a $10,000 fund initially set up to 
finance a college scholarship on 
this subject), and authorized the 
BMB exec committee to “examine” 
the television committee's recom- 
mendation that the bureau hire a 
television director. 

BMB- exec. secretary Philip 
Frank ceported the bureau now 
has an ali-time high in membership, 
totalling 741. including four na- 
tional setworks, four regionals, 
116 FM stations and five TV sta- 
tions. 

In conection with its TV meas- 
urements, Feltis said the bureau 
has no plans for atiempting to 
ceunt tavern televiewers. 


MULL N. Y. SPOT IN 
HAYES’ FRISCO SHIFT 


CBS is still undecided who will 
get the coveted spot as manager 
of New York key station (WCBS) 
eperation, as successor to Arthur 
Hull Haves. 

Despite previous denials by web 
execs. Hayes is definitely Set to 
move out to the Coast to head up 
the overall KQW radio (‘AM and 
FM: and-television operations in 
San Francisco. That's CBS’ newly 
acquired owned-and-operated set- 
up on which an FCC okay is im- 
inent following the web's o & o 
reshuffle in which it relinquishes 
control of WTOP in Washington 

Switching of Hayes to Frisco is 
part of the ambitious CBS opera- 
tional pattern of channelling its 
key AM execs in the o & o divisions 
into television, the scheme being 
to integrate the two-way spread 
Hayes. it's understood, has alread) 
initiated plans (such as arranging 
schooling for his children, etc.) for 
the shift to Frisco. 


Dennis’ Mutual Show 
Chicago, Sept. 7. 
Clark Dennis signed last week 
for vocal cheres on Revere Cam- 
eras “All-Star Revue.” Singer 
takes the spot recently vacaied by 
Andy Russell. 
Show vill originate from Mu- 
tual’s Chicago studies Sept. 23. 








) Survey i in 1 March 


For the Same Fee 


Alan Hewitt, narrator on the 
“Cabin B-13” series on CBS 
during the absence of Arnold 
Moss in Hollywood, ran into 
one of those radio nightmare 
Situations last week 

After the announcer had 
put the show on the air, Hew- 
lit read the teaser lead-in and, 
aiter the musie bridge. looked 
up to find himself alone at the 
microphone. On the frantic cue 
from John Dietz, director, 
Hewitt switched to another 
voice, read the announcer’s 
billboard spiel and, after an- 
other musical bridge, reverted 
to his normal voice to do the 
scene-setting. 

Announcer had merely for- 
gotten he had another speech, 
and had sauntered out of the 
studio, but the impromptu 
switch apparently wasni no- 
ticed by listeners, and even 
Hewitt’s family didn't detect it. 


A&A-CBS Tie Now 
On 48 Agenda 


Finalizing of the package deal 
between Amos ‘n’ Andy and CBS, 
detailed in last week's Variery. is 
being officially announced this 
week by the network. However, in 
the stepped up campaign of Charles 
Luckman to overhaul his Lever 
Bros. program setup, the switch- 
over from NBC to CBS is now 
scheduled for next mopth instead 











of the originally-planned °49-'50 
season. teeoff. 
A & A were originally sched- 


uled to take up Sept. 28 on NBC 
where they left off last season in 
the Tuesday night ait 9 segment 
pending the switchover to.Colum- 
bia, where they'll be slotted in the 
Sunday night 7:30 period as op- 
position to NBC’s Phil Harris-Alice 
Fave show for Rexall. 

Bob Hope may move from Tues- 


dav night at 10 into the vacated | 


A & A slot on NBC. 

Deal in which A &A become the 
sole property of CBS invoives pay- 
ment of $2,500,000 to the team 
spread over three years. Package 
deal covers a term of 20 years. Un- 
der the arrangement, the two A's 
fall in the capital gain bracket, 
paving a federal tax of around 25% 
as against previous income levy 
of around 80°. A & A will re- 
ceive a “small” weekly salary and 
participate in the profits with CBS. 
Deal has been sanctioned by gov- 
ernment tax officials and CBS has 
resold the team to Lever Bros. for 
Rinso. 


KSO Disk Jockey (Who 
Doubles as City Official) 
Faces Tavern Payola Rap 


Des Moines. Sept. 7. 

Edward S. Thayer, asst. county 
attorney, has filed a petition asking 
the district court to cite Safety 
Commissioner Myron J. Bennett 
‘who doubles as “MJB.” disk 
jockey on KSO), for contempt of 
court, alleging Bennett has at- 
tempted to “belittle the prosecu- 
tion” and prejudice the jury prior 
to his trial on a charge of criminal 
conspiracy. 

Bennett. together with Jack 
Wolfe, owner and operator of the 
Welch-lowa Printing Co.. have been 
charged with unlawfully conspiring 
with six local tavern operators to 
accept a payoff from those opera- 
tors and to violate the city ordi- 
nance on the closing hours at tav- 
erns. Trial is set for the September 
term of court. 

Thayer's petition charges Ben- 
nett has broadcast “scurrilous, ma- 
licious, abusive and prejudicial 
slatements” concerning the motive 
ol the county attorney in filing the 
county attorney's information 





‘against him. 


— FCC IN LEGAL STRAIT JACKET | 








LE. AFUE ACAI c ‘House Committee Throws FCC 
CUEING ALARM) For Loss on Scott (Atheist) Decision 


Within the space of a few weeks. 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission, “watchdog” of the radio 
industry, has met with a series of 
reversals that has cued widespread 
alarm among broadcasters. These 
involve the Port Huron decision 
and the Scott (atheist) case. Among 
key broadcasters, it’s the sentiment 
that it’s been a long time since 
ithe FCC has taken such a pushing 
around as occurred in both these 
instances. 

On top of these has come the 
giveaway issue, the FCC again be- 
ing forced to back up, with its case 
against the jackpot craze practical- 
ly weakened to extinction. Here, 
however, it was a case of ineptitude 
ov the part of the government. 
agency's legal dept., in the opinion 
of industry observers. Similarly, 
in the Scott case, the testimony 
that the FCC legal braintrust had 
never written a decision is cited 
by troubled broadcasters as evi- 
dence that perhaps the whole top- 
side legal array within the FCC 
is due for a reshuffle if the agency 
is to serve the best interests of 
the industry. 

To accentuate the current plight 
of the FCC comes the snafued tele 
allocations situation, which really 
has the industry in a total! eclipse 
of perplexity. Broadcasters are 
frankly disturbed and alarmed over 
the stalemate, not knowing which 
way to turn. Until the situation re- 
solves itself, with the inevitability 
of a move upstairs, it’s a certainty 
that all CP’s for black-and-white 
will be delayed. 

Many are questioning, too. what 
they term the inconsistency of the 
FCC on the multiple station rule 
particuiariy with regard to FAM 
Despite the fact that the agency 
has been pledged to support FM, 
and despite the fact that there's 
anything but a scarcity, the FCC's 
limitation of owned-and-operated 
FM stations to six (even below the 
seven allottea for AM) is attribu- 
ted to “fuzzy thinking” on the part 
of the regulatory body. The fact 
that tele o & o operations are re- 
stricted to five is considered ex- 


'cusable, in view of the shortage of 


healion Oil To 
Fold ABC Tent 


“Hope of Peace” is due for a 
fade the end of this month. The 
15-minute Sunday commentary by 
John B. Kennedy on ABC, bank- 
rolled by the Arabian - American 
Oil Co. as a public relations move 
‘(outfit has been prominently identi- 
fied on the Arabs’ side in the Pal- 
estine war), teed off July 4. It oc- 
cupies the first quarter-hour of the 
6:30-7 segment to which “Greatest 
Story Ever Told” will return next 
Sunday (12). 

A-A stanza will be shifted to 
Mondays at 8:45 p.m. next week 
for the balance of its 13-week run, 
ending Sept. 26. For a time, the 
oil company considered extending 
the series, it’s said, but has now 
decided the program will have ac- 
complished its purpose in the 13 
weeks. , 

Agency is Kudner, 
places “Greatest Story.’ 


Bergen’s Guestar Policy; 
Anita Gordon Goes Off 


Edgar Bergen is due in New 
York next Monday (13) for several 
days’ huddle with agency ‘J. Wal- 
ter Thompson) and sponsor (Stand- 
ard Brands) execs on his Sunday 
night NBC airer. Missing from, 
the lineup this season will be 
Anita Gordon, with Bergen plan- 
ning a guest singer policy. Show 
continues as a $20,000 weekly 
package. 

On way back to the Coast Ber- 
gen stops off at his hometown, 
Decatur, Mich., for an ~“fdgar 
Bergen Day” in connection with 
town’s centennial celebration. 





which also 








But Can He Play Tennis! 


CBS almost found itself 
without a Phantom Voice for 
last Saturday’s (4) “Sing It 
Again” giveaway jackpot puz- 
ier. (The Louis B. Mayer 
“phantom voice” was cracked 
open the previous week.) 

Web had a disk of Jack 
Kramer, the tennis star, spiel- 
ing the jackpot lyric, all set 
to ride last week. Poser was 
built around “Monticello, 
Cal.,”” as Kramer's birthplace. 
Only atter the disk was made 
(with Kramer okaying the 
lyric) CBS did some further 
research, discovered that the 
town is Montibello, which de- 
stroyed the whole intent of the 
recording, and _ still later 
learned that Kramer was actu- 
ally born in Las Vegas. 

By that time Kramer was in 
Melbourne. Australia. At the 
last minute a new Phantom 
Voice was substituted. 








Agcy.s Reverse 
Plug Technique 


Idea has been concocted at the 
Compton agency for promoting its 


network radio shows via minute-' 


long films of them for airing on 
and for screening in 
picture houses. One stanza, the 
P&G-sponsored “Welcome Travel- 
ers,’ has already been shot in Chi- 
cago (where it originates) by a 
crew of Hollywood technicians. 
ABC-TV will air the film, probably 
next month, and 35m prints will 
be distributed to theatres through- 
out the country. 


television 


Similar minute pic of another 
Compton show, “Truth or Conse- 
quences,” is expected to be filmed 


late in September for release in 
December. The films are being 
scripted and supervised by Joe 
Field, assistant publicity director 
of the agency. “Travelers” briefie 
was directed by Marshall Grant. 

In addition to representing the 
first time AM web shows have been 
plugged via TV film, project is 
seen as introducing a compara- 
tively inexpensive way of finding 
out how radio shows would look 
on television. Agency, however, 
considers the film-house distribu- 
tion more important than the TV 
airing fiom the standpoint’ of 
show promotion. 





Newsmen in Memphis 
Burn Over Golf Ban 


Due to NBC Exclusive 


Memphis, Sept. 7 
Press facilities were restored to 
radio newsmen at the National 
Amateur Golf Tourney here after 
they were revoked last week due 
to an exclusive broadeast contract 
between NBC and the U.S. Gollt 


Assn. Rhubarb among the networks 


was precipitated by a ruling from 
joe Dey, USGA exec secretary, 
that non-NBC newsmen be barred 
from the working press room at 


‘the Memphis Country Club here 


Matty Brescia. news editor of 
WMPS, Memphis ABC affiliate, ap- 
pealed the ruling to the National 
Assn. of Broadcasters, maintaining 
that radio newsmen were being de- 
nied their Constitutional rights as 
working reporters. In reply, the 
NAB wired back to Brescia: ‘lor 
your information, Syd Eiges (NBC 
vice-prexy over press relations’, 
reports that Joseph Day has been 
asked to accord vou full reportorial 
status at the USGA tournament 
Believe this closes matter except 
that that misunderstanding has 
been clarified and you have done 
service ior your colleagues in in- 
dustry throughout nation.” 


Washington, Sept. 7. 

Frank T. Bow, general counsel 
for the House Select Commitiee 
investigating the Federal Com- 
munications Commission, said te- 
day iTues.) that the committee's 
report on its hearings on the Port 
Huron (libel) and Seott (atheist) 
decisions might be completed by 
the end of this week. 





Washington, Sept. 7. 

The “Scott Decision” was “un- 
fortunate,’ House Select Commit- 
tee Chairman Forest Harness told 
the Federal Conimunications Com- 
mission last Wednesday (1), at the 
close of hearings on religious and 
atheist broadcasts. The Chairman 
suggested the Commission with- 
draw its decision, since the Com- 
mittee felt the FCC had exceeded 
its powers 

The decision, dating back te 
June 19, 1946. was handed down 
after atheist Robert Hareld Scoit 
had demanded radio time to an- 
swer religious broadcasts. Scott 
asked FCC to revoke the licenses 


}of three San Francisco stations 


over the matter. 

Re\ Edmund -A. Walsh, vice 
president of Georgetown Univer- 
sity, told the Committee that the 
FCC ruling on broadcasts by athe- 
ists declared “by innuendo” a be- 
lief that the “‘existence of God is 
a controversial subject.” 

FCC general counsel attempted 
to point out that the “Scoit De- 
cision” was not censorship, but 
merely a decision that freedom of 
speech must not be denied any 
man. He said: . a review of 
past operation limited to determ- 
ing whether a licensee has used 
his station for his own interesis 
rather than for the public inter- 
est is not censorship.” 

The Comnmnittee’s general coun- 
sel Frank T. Bow wanted to know 
why WHAM in Rochester, N. Y. 
had recently had its license re- 
newed after FCC had told the sta- 
tion that under the “Scott De- 
cision” it was guilty of denying an 
atheist time on the air. Did the 
sudden change indicate a reversal 
of the Commission stand on the de- 
cision, he asked Cottone”’ 

Bow produced a memo from 
George Gillingham, FCC informa- 
lion officer, advising against any 
more public statements on the 
“unfortunate” decision. Harness 
wanted to know if the quasi-judi- 
cial FCC let the public relations 
office’s ideas refiect in its rules and 
decisions. 

It came out that broadcasters 
take a decision by FCC as seriously 
as if it were a rule and regulation 
Therefore. the “Scott Decision” has 
caused hardship to a number of 
licensees 

FCC Commissioner Rosei  H. 
Hyde told the Committee thai ra- 
dio stations need fear no reprisals 
from the Commission if they failed 
to grant time to atheists. But he 
detended the decision as intended 
to protect. rather than throiiie 
freedom of speech. 

Unless the disputed language is 
deleted from the decision, the 
Committee indicated it may intro- 
duce corrective legislation. 


CBS HAS PERMANENT 
PLANS FOR ROB’T Q. 


Impressed with the rating pay- 
off achieved by Robert Q@ Lewis 
during his summer occupancy of 
the Arthur Godfrey morning stan- 
za for Chesterfield and convinced 
that the CBS “house” comedian 
has gefinitely hit his stride. the 
network is grooming him for big 
ger and better things on a per- 
manent basis 

CBS programming dept. is re- 
serving the 5 to 5:30 Sunday after- 
noon slot for a fall-inter Lewis 
stanza. ‘That, argues the network 
is good time on anybody's kiilo- 
cycles 

With the return of Godirey, 
Lewis is currently vacationing ia 
; Europe. 
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eveland Preps for Bigtime Tele 
Operation; 2,225,000 Aud Potential 


By SANFORD MARKEY + 


Cleveland, Sept. 7. 

Television’s path in this bustling 
Lake Erie metropolis appears head- 
ing for new lush pastures. 

Not that obstacles have been 
pushed aside; they still exist omi- 
nous and portentous, particularly 
in the programming department. 

During the past summer months 
television’s greatest boom came 
when the Cleveland Indians and 
WEWS. the only TV station, came 


to terms. With the televising of the | 


Redskins. interest in TV soared 
with sets moving like hotcakes 
Wrestling. too. while it was being 
televised, hypoed cafe saies. These 
produced the greatest stimulant for 
sales, although WEWS under Jim 
Hanrahan and Jack Hartley, gen- 
eral manager and director of tel¢ 
vision respectively, have not been 
afraid to push out, experiment and 
give as varied a program as pos- 
sible. 

Now NBC’s WNBK is scheduled 
to show its first pattern on Sept. 
15 with the first pix officially set 
for Oct. 15. John McCormick, 
WTAM general manager, will su- 
pervise the staff's overall starting 
group of 40 including engineers. 
Directly in charge of the new 
television unit will be Charles C. 
Bevis, Jr., who comes in from New 
York. 

The primary TV area is not re- 
stricted to Cleveland, but moves 
out to include areas south of 
Akron: Ashtabula on the east and 
Sandusky on the west; an overall 
listening audience of well over 
2,225,000. 

Sports has placed itself on top 
of listening audience appeal. 
Hypoed by the ball club, sales of 
TV sets are expected to number 
10,000 by the end of this month 


and an estimated 25,000 by the end | 


of the vear. Although taverns were 
the first to grab TV, most sets now 


are going into the homes. Consid- 
ering WEWS’ being in operation 
for slightly more than seven 
months, this sales record ranks 


among the top in the nation. 
Main Gripe: Lack of Live Shows 

Main gripe of TV owners—lack 
of adequate live programs—may be 
offset this fall with announced 
plans of WEWS. 

According to Hanrahan, WEWS 
will provide more live’ shows. 
Agreements have been cleared 
with Lee Repp, AFM music union 
head here, to provide for music. 
A contract too has been reached 


with the Play House, outstanding | 


community professional drama 
group, and Western Reserve Uni- 
versity’s Eldred Players for an 
energetic series of topnotch plays. 
Later Karamu House, and the 
Lakewood Little Theatre, a fast- 
growing suburban group, will join 
the play parade. Also being con- 
sidered are two other neighbor- 
hood players’ groups. 

The Play House will furnish at 


least one show a month; Eldred, a | 


minimum of two a month. At the 


same time, Hanrahan discloses the | 


station is going to enlarge its tele- 


casting of news and the station is | 
going on a seven-day a week sched- | 


ule. instead of the now six day 
operation. 
creased schedule, the 
enlarged its staff to 85 persons, 
excluding talent. 

Particularly heartening to 


WEWS officials is the 


unannounced gimmick 
brought a 


which an 
was used, 


not dented outside 
fields. 

Bill Veeck. president of 
Cleveland Indians, declared 
the ball club’s spirited playing has 
boosted boxoffice receipts and that 
its too early to tell about TV's 
inroads—if any. Ball club manage- 
ment Maintains itil never permit 
telecasting of games onto show 
screens. 
they declare. 


Pulse Expands in TV 





Pulse, Ine.. which is now poll- | 
ing televiewing in the New York | 
survey to; 


area, will expand _ its 
the Philadelphia area this month. 
Monthly reports, based on inter- 
views with 700 TV families, will 
be issued. 

Outfit estimates that the N. Y. 
and Philly areas together contain 
70° of the video sets in the coun- 
try. 
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Tele Chatter 








New York 


Josef Zimayich, former artists 





and repertoire director in Colum- 


| bia Records 


named films pro- 


division manager for 
Previously Ziman- 


curement 
CBS television 





Anticipating its” in-| 
station has | 


response | 
from the audience. One show, in| 


response of | 
over 250 letters the following day. | 

As vet. and with the possible ex- | 
ception of wrestling, television has | 
entertainment | 


the | 
that | 


“Too much competition” | 


' 


| 
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ich was associated in various ¢a- 
|pacities with Paramount Publix 
| Theatres, National Screen Service 
land the Par studios on the Coast 

Roy Battersby. member of 
NBC’s homeoffice television pub- 
licity department, has been aw ard- 
ed a $500 cash prize by the “Big 
Story” radio show for a story on 
his newspaper activities. Story re- 
volves around a murder mystery 
he solved while working as a police 
reporter for the N. Y. Herald 
Tribune in 1938. Show is pack- 
aged by Bernard Prockter. Batters: 
by’s story will be aired on the 
NBC web Oct. 13 “Girl of the 
Week,” first TV film packaged by 
the recently-created Padula Pro- 
ductions, to be aired on the NBC 
web tomorrow (Thursday) night. 
Model Dorian Leigh will be the 
title girl in the five-minute show 
scripted, directed and narrated by 
Thelma A. Prescott John Well- 


ington, Ruthrauff & Ryan _ pro- 
ducer-director for the last five 
vears, joined Young & Rubicam 


this week as production chief on 
the new Bob Smith TV show for 
Gulf Oil on the NBC-TV web. He'll 
also act as script supervisor on the 
simultaneous AM-TV presentation 
of “We, the People” on CBS. 

N. R. Real & Co., Wall Street 
brokerage firm, soliciting stock 
sales for Zetka Television Tubes, 
Inc., said to be the only U. S. 
manufacturer of a flat-face 15-inch 
tube. Common stock, par valued 
at 10c per share, is on sale to the 
public at $1 per share by Willis E. 
Burnside & Co. “Press Agent’s 
Delight” is a new show on WJZ- 
TV, ABC’s N.Y. video outlet, and 


not the N.Y. Daily News’ WPIX, 
as reviewed in VARIETY last week 


NBC director of tele news and 
special events Ad Schneider, who 
concéived most of NBC-TV’s recent 
| political convention coverage with 
Life mag, currently working on a 
new type of TV news show for 
launching early next month 
Number of video sets in Dayton, 
| O., according to NBC’s research de- 
| partment, is 800 now. Providence, 
| another ‘city with no operating sta- 
'tion, has 1,100 sets. and Peoria, 
, also stationless, has 200 sets 
| Collier’s mag preparing to present 
-its annual All-American football 
| selections this vear on a CBS-TV 
‘show in N.Y. at the end of the 
S.ason. Six coaches making the 

(Continued on page 34) 
(SPEER EEE 


KTLA-WPIX Teamup 


Hollywood, Sept. 7. 

Five-year pact providing for joint | 
development and presentation of | 
news stories, educational features 
and public service programs was 
inked here over the weekend be- 
tween the N. Y. Daily News WPI 
and KTLA, local Paramount Tele- 
vision Productions outlet. 

Pact calls for at least one news 
roundup nightly, on which column- 
ists and feature writers of the Daily 


News will participate. Deal was 
signed by Robert L. Smith, asso- 
ciate publisher and general man- 


ager of the News, and Klaus Lands- 
berg, Coast director of the Par TV 
subsidiary 

All Los Angeles tele stations now 
have newspaper tieins of one kind 
or another 


Deep South Sits 
Tight, Waiting 
For WSB Preem 


Atlanta, Sept. 7 

Plenty of guessing is going on 
in Atlanta concerning the number 
of television sets waiting blind 
and unused in front rooms and 
clubs for TV broadcasting to begin 
in this town. Taverns seem to be 
waiting for a look-see before buy- 
ing and there are no other bars 
as sale of mixed drinks is illegal. 

WAGA's telephone survey of 
distributers turned up an =  esti- 
mate of 350 sets sold, which is 
pretty the figure arrived 
at by a WSB > spokesman who 
added he thought about 75 were 
fully installed. On the other hand 
one local radio editor knows of 
only three sets ready for recep- 
tion and wonders at the straight-' 
faced talk about sponsors heard 
everywhere. 

Nevertheless WSB talks bravely 
about hiving some sponsored time 
when it goes on the air with 
WSB-TV on Wednesday evening, 


close to 


Sept. 29. and is having a rate card 
printed this week. 

Three tele permits are held in 
Atlanta. Sequence of filing was 
WAGA, WCON then WSB. All 
were granted early this year. 
WSB dived into construction and 
expects to preem in four weeks, 
With a series of shows’ from 


Studios in Rich's, leading depart- 
ment store. WAGA talks gamely 
about going on the air with tele- 


vision Oct. 30 under a_ Special 
Temporaiy Authorization. WCON 
isn’t saying when, but has_ its 
equipment ordered. WGST and 


WBGE nave both applied for the 
one remaining channel. 

Despite the wilting heat, WSB, 
50,000 watt southern broadcasting 
pioneer, is agog with television 
plans. Its construction is completed 
and ali equipment (RCA) is at hand. 
John Outler, WSB manager, is in- 
tegrating the TV with the AM op- 
eration in the present quarters on 

‘(Continued on page 34) 
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Television Reviews 
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BOB SMiTH SHOW 
With Enoch Light and Light Bri- 
gade orch: guests (Fred Waring, 

Vincent Lopez, Blue Barren on 

initialer) 

Writers: Dick Campbell, Edward 

Kean 
Director: Roger Muir 
Tech. director: Eddie Kahn 
Producer: Rod Erickson 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 9 p.m. 

GULF OIL 
NBC-TV, from New York 
{Young & Rubica ) 

Bob Smith is indubitably one ol 
tele’s brightest male personalities 
His many-sided talent (pianist, ac- 
cordionist, singer, emcee” and his 
pleasantly peppy, ingenuous per- 
sonality combine to make any stint 
he attempts fairly entertaining, or 
better, depending on the inherent 
quality of the assignment he's 
given. (His “Howdy Doody” show 
for kids, for example, has been a 


natural.) Here, however, It ap- 
pears that Smith has been given 
practically the whole load to tarry 
in a show which keeps him hot- 
footedly uncorking one of his 
abilities after another, without 
achieving any satisfying overall 
result. It’s as if he'd been told 


“Bob, get in there and do every- 
thing vou can think of!” 

So, on his getaway sequence last 
week (2), he (a) led the studio audi- 
ence in community singing; ‘(b) 
brought up four femmes to com- 
pete in a screaming contest; ‘c) 
reminisced at the piano about the 
Year of 1922, while some news- 
reel clips were screened; ‘d) did 
his standard player-piano act which 
usually clicks but this time prac- 
tically laid an egg; ‘e) played ac- 
cordion with Enoch Light's novelty 
band: (f) rang Fred Waring, Vin- 
Lopez and Blue Barron in 
on his standard four-piece kitchen- 
ware band act; ‘g) spieled plugs for 
Gulf Oil. It was some workout. 

Granted that Smith's jack-of-all- 
acts routine is bound to give the 
show its moments, the stanza surely? 
could be improved by giving the 
star just a little help and relief 
Also, the program séems to lack a 


central idea and overall cohesion 
It's good Bob Smith ‘best, in this 
case, when he was piano remin- 
iscing and running the screaming 
contest! but Gulf would get more 
audience by building more of a 
Doan. 


show around the star. 


TOTS, TWEENS AND TEENS 
With Wendy Barrie, narrator: Day- 
ton Allen, others 
Director: Raymond E. Nelson 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 7 p.m. 
MACY’S 
WABD—DuMont, N. Y. 
Chalk this one up as television's 
first full half-hour commercial. 


' Supposed to be a kids’ fashion show, 


it doesn't miss a bet in identifving 
the manufacturers of the various 
items on display. (Manufacturers 
are actually the bankrollers on the 
show, with Macy’s serving as pro- 
gram host, since everything 
modeled can be bought there.) 
Show is given probably more pro- 
duction than any kid show of the 
past, but it’s not enough to remove 
the onus of 30 minutes of straight 
commercial plugs. 

Idea basically is a good one. 
Oky-Do&y. a new puppet designed 
by Raye Copelan, runs through the 
show like Milton Berle in his 
nitery act, appearing with the kids 
in school and then accompanving 
them on a trip to some never- 
never land. Puppet. of course, is 
visible only to the moppets. Story- 
line, although ultra thin, is enough 
the various parades of 
fashions on. Latter, in turh. per- 
mits the spotlighting of moppet en- 
tertainers, some of whom were 
good and some n.s.g. on the show 


caught (2). Format is the same 
followed by the producers, Tele- 
Vision on Parade, for its ‘“Fash- 


series. also aired 
on the DuMont web. If a way 
could be. found to eliminate the 
abundant plugs, the show would be 
okay. 

Production-wise, it’s good. Diree- 
tor Ray Nelson. with as much TV 
background as anybody doing 
shows today, handled his cameras 
To his credit is 
the fact that he presented a full 
view of dancers, instead of cutting 


ions on Parade” 


| them off at the ankles or head, as 
|is usually done. 


Specially- lensed 
one-minute cartoon, plugging 
Macy’s 6°c plan. was neatly-done— 
but again, it represented another 
commercial. Nelson could speed 
up his dissolve shots... since too 
often on the show he came up with 
that embarrassing black screen 
when fading from one set to an- 
cther. 

Erstwhile legit and = screen 
actress Wendy Barrie handled the 
narration well, Dayton Allen. 
vocalizing for the puppet. tried 
too hard to imitate Hugh Herbert 


'which might have been okay for: 


Stet ae ees 


SEES STS. 


the kids but must have caused 
adult viewers to grimace. Light- 
ing on the show, incidentally, was 
excellent, for which a nod goes to 
DuMont operations manager Bob 
Jamieson, who's recently com- 
pleted a thorough reconversion of 
WABD’s studio lighting — 
Stal. 





AMERICA SPEAKS 

With Dr. George Gallup, Rex Mar- 
shall, Susann Shaw 

Writer: Dr. Gallup 

Director: Fred Rickey 

15 Mins.; Sun., 10 p.m. 

MERRILL LYNCH, PIERCE, FEN- 

NER & BEANE 
CBS-TV, from New York 

(Newell-Enmett 

Here's a smartly produced show, 
embodying most of the techniques 
thus far developed for giving pace 
and interest to programming of a 
public service, discussion category. 
It will be a nine-week pre-ciection 
series, aired live on five eastern 
stations and via Kinescope record- 
ing on five midwest and Coast out- 
lets. 

Getaway sequence last’ Sunday 
(5) employed “Videograph” charts 
‘with a large papier-mache Demo 
donkey's head leering at them) to 
illustrate Dr. George Gallup’s con- 
tention, based on his poll! findings, 
that the legend ‘‘as Maine goes so 
goes the nation’ doesn't hold 
water. Filmed shots of Gallup in- 
terviewers in the _ field were 
screened whijJe the pollster ex- 
plained how his surveys are taken. 

Stanza’s windup highpointed the 
latest Gallup findings on the stand- 
ings of the major Presidential can- 
didates, flashing their percentages 
alongside their pictures 

Not the least interesting was the 
sponsor’s commercial in whiclt Rex 
Marshall explained to Susann 
Shaw how the investment house 
recommends the public invest its 
money wisely. Plug seemed. off- 
hand, to overrun the time limit for 
a 15-minute airer, but was never- 
theless informative, again using 
fim and other illustrations to get 
over its points. 

Camera work, setting. 
etc., were topnotch. 


livhting, 
Doan. 





CARL'S SURPRISE PACKAGE =: 
With Carl DeSuze, guests 
Producer: Iran Berlow 

30 Mins., Thurs. 6.15 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WBZ-TV, Boston, 

Bidding for moppet viewers, 
WBZ-TV hit the air Thurs. (2) with 
a half-hour show that should click 
with its intended audience. 

Featuring Carl DeSuze. ace an- 
nouncer, and his ‘magic trunk.’ 
show opened with three kiddies 
opening a jack-in-the-box and then 
lifting lid of trunk from which 
DeSuze emerges, greeting the au- 
dience with a poem introducing 
himself. Then moved into a ‘story 
about his three pet mice. one of 
which gets stuck in neck of bottle 
with kid viewers being asked to 
send in methods of extricating 
mouse without hurting him or 
breaking bottle. Gimmick should 
give good indication of number of 
kids video is available to in area. 

Following mouse story DeSuze 
drew a ‘curleycue’ and asked kids 
to finish it in their own fashion 
during which time an ancient ani- 
mated cartoon is screened. After 
showing results of kids’ endeavors, 
ventro and dummy appear trom 
trunk and do a short stint. okay 
lor kids. Show closed with DeSuze 
climbing back into trunk and _ pull- 
ing down lid, meanwhile reminding 
moppets to be sure to mail in solu- 
tion of mouse’s predicament. 

DeStize, a capable announcer and 
Story teller, fits into this type show 
neatly and after getting into the 
swing should have nice kiddo pack- 
age, 


Elie. 





BABY SITTER 
With Bambi Lynn, Eugenie Baird, 
Johnny Bradford, Bob Lied 
Director-writer: John Gaunt 
25 Mins.; Sun. (5), 9:05 p. m. 
Sustaining 
WNBT-NBC, N. Y. 
_ screen credits preceding ‘Baby 
Sitter” labeled it an ‘inconsequen- 
tial” play—and that it was. An 
original musicomedy penned espe- 
cially for video by NBC staff direec- 
tor John Gaunt, the show emerged 
as merely another form of vaudeo, 
in which the various acts were in- 
tegrated into the inconsequential 
story line of the play. Granted it 
Was a good idea, the show almost 
fell apart at the seams because the 
play was so loose. Perhaps the 
regular vaudeo format is sti!) best 
“Sitter” did present several 
novel ideas and a talent-laden cast, 
which helped maintain audience in- 
terest. Trick of dollying in for a 
full-screen closeup of a telescreen 
(Continued on page 34) 
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:  Nitery Talent and Vaudeo 


Joe Laurie, Jr., pulled a sage remark that television will not bring 
back vaudeville but vaudeville will be a great help te television. 
Vaudeo proves that. 


But vaudeo is already evidencing a need for stringent self-regula- 
tion. Nitery and vaudeville talent, as it has evolved in recent years, 
is not exactly for home-and-hearith consumption. Which is as it 
should be perhaps, otherwise they'd stay home and hug the hearth. 


However, the transmutation of variety acts to video compels more 
than casual attention. For the first time this sort of talent is getting 
wide play on the iconoscope—imucii more than on radio. Dirt, 
double-entendre, asides, leers and other so-called “hep” delivery, if it 
has a risque inflection, just doesn’t belong. That ike is scalpel in its 
projection. An errant fly in line of the camera, just like nervous 
perspiration on the performer, shows up like the Empire State Bldg. 
Little nervous habits are magnified. The instanee of that vet radio 
commentaior scratching various parts of his anatomy, on a recent 
telecast—something he may have gotten into on the radio—is the 
exception to the rule, of course. 


As variety programs veer to video, more and more, the reservoir 
of talent availabilities perforce must be enlarged. Already, on the 
New York TV stations you see quick repeats—not only are the Texaco 
acts on Ed Sullivan’s shows within a few days or a coupie of weeks 
and vice versa, but they're repeating on the same programs just as 
rapidly. The professidnal viewer—and that goes for the fans also— 
already has seen certain nuances and inflections injected into a pre- 
viously heard “spot.” Where the first-time-on-television novelty in- 
spired hyper-caution, once having felt their oats the relaxation on the 
video has resulted in the interpolation of an extra bit or grimace. 


The caution now must be not to relax too much. All those visible 
asides, with which certain comedians have gotten away to their 
visible audiences, often to be wonderment of why the yock, so far 
as tlre listeners are concerned, are now visible to all, via vaudeo. 
Therein lies the danger. Keep it clean. Abel. 


Indie TVers to Pattern Setup Along 
Lines of IMPP: Hold Charter Meet 


New!y-formed Independent Tele- ¢ 
For the Historians 




















Producers Assn. will follow 


of the Society of In- 


Vision 
the pattern 


; ; Pcrtland, Me., Sept. 7 
dependent Motion Picture Pro _— d M , Sept. 7. 
ducers in its efforts to give the In a self-conscious mood, the 
indies a say in industry problems Portland Sunday Telegram, a 
along with the networks and ad Gannett newspaper, published 


be Sunday (3) the names of local 
television receiver owners, 
harking back to an edition of 
1908, when purchasers’ of 
horseless carriages were listed. 
Paper stated that the 1908 
issue wes the most frequently 
called-for in its archives. 


agencies. Organization is to 
open to anyone active in tele pro- 
duction, either live or film, but will 
not be broken down into local 
chapters, preferring to operate in- 
stead as a mass group representing 
all members. 

Those were points made at 
ITPA’s first meet in New York last 
Thursday (2). More than 100 pro- 
ducers, representing about 70°. of 
all tele shows now on the air to- 
day, were present. Despite the 
fact that all members are in almost 
direct competition with each other, 
full accord was reached on all 
points. Group is scheduled to meet 
again Sept. 15, at which time ol- 
ficers will be eleeted and two com- ; ane = ; 
mittees. named to draw up a stand- James P. Nash, millionaire locai 
ard of codes and practices and an oil has announced plans 
organizational procedure, will re- for an extensive regional television 
port back to the organization. network tor Texas. The web will 

ITPA was formed by the indices pe known as the Texas Telenct 
on the claim that they’ve been by- System. At the same time Nash 
passed by the nets and agencies IN announced that applications have 
negotiations for wage scales with been submitted for video outlets 
various guilds and talent unions, here, San Antonio and Corpus 
despite the fact that the indies Christi. 
have as much at stake in these mat- In the near future he plans to 
ters. Indies also claim they're apply for outlets at Waco and Fori 





Oil Man to Back 
Texas TV Web: 


Austin, Sept. 7. 





operator 


more representative of the tele in- Worth. Eventual plans are to 
dustry, since they comprise men planket most of the state. 
with backgrounds in all phases of Gov. Beauford Jester is listed as 





show business. Among the leaders a director of the corporation. Nash 
in organizing the group is indie js listed as prez and a director. 
packager Martin Gosch. Other officers include Herman 
Heep of this city as v.p.; David T 

Roche of this city, treasurer; M. T. 

. . (Rosy) Stallter, secretary, and T. FE 

TY Stations Now Starting Daniels as chief engineer. Other 


directors of the group. includes 
Ear! F. Slick of San Antonio, Guy 
I. Warren of Corpus Christi and 
Robert Thomas of Fort Worth 
Pians for the web provide for 
the operation of company owned 
microwave relay links located 


To Preem With Sponsors; 
ABC Sets Chi Bonanza 


Chicago, Sept. 7. 
If ABC gets a few more names 


on the dotted line, it will’ break every 30 or 40 miles between mei- 
precedent by beaming commercials ropolitan areas. Nash stated this 
on the Sept. 17 preem of its new would permit simultaneous trans- 


tele station, WENR-TV. Chief snag 
is one of client unanimity on 
“Breakfast Club” and “Ladies Be 
Seated.” 

Net has signed one of the two 
bankroliers .‘ “Ladies” along with 
two of the three sponsors of Wichita 
‘Breakfast Club.” Holdouts pose a San Marcos, New Braunfels and 
tricky problem in sales diplomacy other points. Nash stated that the 
and sponsor relations, with the net | system as planned would serve ap- 
eager te prove that tele doesn't proximately 60° of the pdpula- 
have to be suckled on red ink. tion of Texas. 


mission of television programs in 
Fort Worth, Waco, Austin, San An- 
tonio and Corpus Christi. Metro- 
politan affiliates of the systein 
Houston, Beaumont, Port Arthur, 
Falls, Sherman, Bryan. 


“| such 


eventually will be sought in Dallas, | 


‘AGUA DECIDING 
UNION FACTOR? 


Last week’s convention of the 
American Federation of Radio 
Artists drew clear-cut battle lines 
|for the control of the important 
itelevision jurisdiction. Its resolu- 
tion asking for merger of all the 


‘ANS TELE BATTLE LINES DRAWN 





Associated Actors and Artistes of | 


America guilds, which was coupled 


with request for a referendum and | 


interition of controlling the video 
medium if 


amalgamation fails, | 


clearly stepped on the toes of the | 
Screen Actors Guild which previ- | 


ously made a bid for the video 
field. While the SAG bid for video 
was pinned back by the 4A’s, no 
action is antipicated = on 
AFRA’s resolution, on the ground 
|that the 4A’s would most likely 
/permit the membership to decide 
via referendum. 

But before referendum takes 
| place, AFRA may seek to negotiate 
the TV jurisdiction with SAG. 
Such a move would entail splitting 
of the field, with SAG controlling 
the studio production of tele films, 


|tion over live shows. There’s one 
‘important matter that might split 
‘open that plan. Both SAG and 
AFRA would seek control of per- 
'formers working in video films 
made by networks. That question | 
|'would have to be adjudicated be- | 
|fore any such partial merger cou.d 
take effect. 

If such a plan fails, AFRA would 
depend on the merger vote to give 
it the edge on controlling tele. 
Otherwise by its own admission, it 
may have a waning union in two 


} 


years. Consequently, they would 
have to get the support of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists, 
which has the largest numerical 
voting power in the 4A’s. In fact, 
it's reported that AGVA_ voting 
solidly would outvote the rest of 
the 4A unions combined. Which- 


ever side gets the AGVA vote will 
undoubtedly win. 


Whither AGVA? 


However, there's a major draw- 
back on that score. AGVA, which 
has been frequently split wide open 
under 4A _ control, may decide 
they're unwilling to risk their 
video future with the 4A’s and may 
put in their own elaim. 
would be supported by the fact that 


Unlike Radio, TV Sponsors Want 


Full 52 Weeks: 





$3,000,000 TV Ghost 


Hollywood, Sept. 7 

Pretty but not practical 
seems to be the descriptive 
phrase * Mutual-Don Lee’s 
$3,000,000 studios which are 
not seeing television duty. 
There is no way to hang props, 
necessary for video  back- 
ground, anywhere in the stu- 
dios. TV camera cables mar 
the well waxed fioors, and car- 
penters, it is feared, would 
nick the paint and ruin the 
walls. Because of these anxie- 
ties, KTSL is doing its -tele- 
casting f-om its Mt. Wilson 
transmitter studio. 

Maybe television will come 
down trom the hills when the 
building gets a little older. 








TBA Sez ‘No Dice’ 


|while AFRA would have jurisdic- | 


| groups 


On NAB Takeover 


Any hopes that the National 
| Assn. of Breadcasters might have 
held for taking over the Television 
Broadcasters Assn. were reported 
squelched once and for all at a 
meeting of committees of the two 
in N. Y. last week. With 
no overt move by NAB reps for 
such a merger, TBA delegates 
nonetheless reported sensing such 
a feeling in the works and indi- 
cated definitely that TBA would 


| remain autonomous. 


Their bid | 


vaudeo shows are probably the. 


most important in the field, and 
present trends indicate that more 
vaudeville and cafe performers will 
be used in the future. With a nu- 
merical superiority of performers 
in that medium, AGVA may stake 
out its own claim, and would sup- 
port it with added referendum de- 
mands 

Indications that such 
not unlikely came a 
weeks ago when AGVA 
the first time, asked to sit in on 
tele negotiations with the net- 
works. Previously, AFRA_ spokes- 
men had almost exclusively done 
the negotiations. At the present 
moment, the AGVA_ reps” are 


(Continued on page 34) 


STRONACH TO ABC-TV 
AS A PROGRAM EXEC 


Expansion of ABC's 
programming structure, now that 
eastern networking is fully under- 
way via WJZ-TV,N. Y., was hypoed 
over lhe weekend with the appoint- 
ment A. (Sindy) Stronach, Jr., as 
eastern television program man- 


a step is 
couple of 
reps, for 





television 


ager. 
Stronach, now an agent for the 
William Morris agency's radio de- 


partment and formerly with the 
Young & Rubicam ad agency, will 
check in at ABC Sept. 20. He'll re- 
port to program veepee Charles 
‘Bud’ Barry and become the TV 
counterpart of Charles Harrell, 
eastern program manager for radio. 

ABC-TV programming has been 
a divided-up responsibility up to 
now, with Barry, Harrell, national 
tele director Paul Mowrey and 
executive producer Larry Puck all 
figuring in the picture. Puck was 
recently placed in charge of all 
TV talent buying. 


As a result, the two committees 
went through with their plans of 
lining up a cooperative effort for 
presenting a unified AM-TV front 
on any industry-wide matters. 
Groups are to meet again within 
30 days to formulate plans on spe- 
cifically what each organization is 
best suited to handle. These plans 
will then be submitted to the NAB 
and TBA boards for approval. 

It's expected that NAB will take 
over such matters as research and 
copyright investigation, for which 
it already has a working knowl- 
edge. with TBA _ handling such 
things as proposals to the FCC for 
lower Coaxial cable rates, number 
of programming hours required of 
each station and other matters 
peculiar to tele alone. Two groups 
would then work together on such 
problems as contract negotiations 
with the American Federation of 
Musicians, since the current con- 
tract involves both AM and TY 
interests. 


Texas Advertisers 
Get a TV Preview 


Houston, Sept. 7. 

A group of more than 200 poten- 
tial advertisers and” sponsors met 
here at the invitation of KLEE-TV 
for a preview of what to expect in 
future television advertising. Paul 
Huhndorff, chief engineer of the 
outlet. told the group that the sta- 
tion would be ready for its test 
runs shortly after the first of the 
year and should be ready for regu- 
lar telecasting within a month after 
that. 

Richard Krolik, general manager 
of Television Reporter Productions, 
presented a film which included 
some advertising media which is 
made by the concern for tele- 
vision It included several ani- 
mated cartoon advertisements. 


Tele Acad Names 4 


Hollywood, Sept. 7. 
Brown, Academy of 
Television Arts and Sciences prexy, 
has appointed Bernard Cirlin, Miles 
Bahn Auer. Syd Cassyd = and 
Lenore Kingston to head four new 
ATA&S committees. 

Cirlin will head the Research 
Committee; Auer, Annual Dinner 
Committee; Cassyd, Annual Semi- 
nar Committee and Miss Kingston, 
Publications Comuniittee. 





Charles 


No Hiatus Problem 


* Getting a stranglehold on a tele- 

vision time franchise is apparentiy 
still as important to bankrollers as 
|getting an immediate return for 
their TV investment. Number of 
new sponsors entering tele this 
,season are signing on for a full 52- 
week deal, with the cost involved 
often approximately $500,000. 

As a result, the summer replace- 
ment shows, which have long been 
an accepted feature of AM radio, 
will apparently have no place in 
tele for at least the next several 
years... Sponsors and their ad agen- 
cies are quick to point out that 
with the possible exception of 
the metropolitan N.Y. area, they 
don’t expect their TV investment 
to pay off for at least that length 
of time. When sets increase to a 
point that it does mean increased 
product sales, the bankrollers want 
to make certain they’re in with the 
best time available. 

Policy of sewing up a cream time 
franchise has long been a major 
factor in tele time-buying. Most 
advertisers, however, until several 
months ago, found the cash outlay 
just a litthe too hard to take and 
so threw in the towel. Standard 
Brands, for example, was one of 
the pioneer tele spenders with its 
“Hour Glass” show on the NBC- 
TV web Thursday nights but gave 
up the time after more than a year 
when tele failed to grow as rapidly 
as it had been hoped. Same situa- 
tion held true for Borden's, which 
had held a choice Sunday night 
segment on NBC. 

Other major advertisers, hovw- 
ever, have held onto their orig- 
inatly-established time beachheads. 
Gulf Oil, for example, sponsored 
the “You Are an Artist” show on 
NBC-TV for more than a year. 
This season, it gave up the show 


but kept the franchise by bank- 
rolling the new Bob Smith pro- 
gram. 

What kind of an audience tele 


will eventually be able to muster 
during the summer dog-days hasn't 
yet been determined. Fact that 
there are no portable tele sets for 
vacation use and no car sets means 
that the summer audience will 
probably be less than that of radie 
in the future. Despite that, how- 
ever, most advertisers have shown 
a preference to take on a show for 
a full 52 weeks, rather than risk 
the chance of giving up the fran- 
chise to a competitor. 


NBC May Go Way Back 
For Pic Revivals on TY 


Via Congress Library 


Washington, Sept. 7 
is considering the use of 
motion picture oldies as a tele- 
vision feature, a step which has 
not vet had much consideration 
over video. 

George Dorsey, 
rep in Washington, and Frank Le- 
pore, of the New York headquar- 
ters, spent a day at the Library of 
Congress last week, quietly going 
over the possibilities. Library owns 
largest collection of old films in 
the U. S., including many old paper 
prints of the pre-1912 days. 

Dorsey and Lepore spent most 
of their time checking over the 
catalog of what the library had, 
making a report on this for New 
York. NBC is not the first tele- 
vision outlet to explore this field, 
but nothing has developed thus 
far. Except for a very smali hand- 
ful of pictures, clearance of the 
copyright owners would have ta 
be obtained. Original copyright and 
renewal period total 56 years. 


> ] . . 
Ch’field TV Coin 
Chesterfield will sponsor five- 
station ABC-TV airing of the NY. 
Herald Tribune ‘Fresh Air Fund 
grid game, N.Y. Giants vs. Chicage 
Bears, at the Polo Grounds in New 

York next Tuesday night ‘14>. 
WJZ-TV, ABC’s N.Y. key, has a 
video exclusive on all Giants games 
for the season opening Sept. 23, 
but as yet hasn't wrapped up a 
»bankroller for the series. 
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THE TIMES 


 ,, they are so whole-hearted and unspoilt and determined to please, thaf it is impossible not to 
like them... With the Andrews Sisters there, the Palladium becomes a party..."” 


MORNING ADVERTISER 
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L *,.. three harmony sisters bring the house down 
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... requests were shouted at them from every 
direction... no theatrical bouquets have ever been more fully deserved...’ 
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DAILY EXPRESS 


 ,. tis the personality of the sisters which counts. They are the most casual and natural Amer- 
Ican stars yet to appear in the West End... the audience gave the Danny Kaye roar for more..." 


THE DAILY MAIL 
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\ N \ eaow THE MANAGIN 
",,» their great appeal is the party spirit they bring to the stage—the spirit of three jolly girls N \N \ N 
determined to make everyone happy... They brought down the house.. ."’ ~ \ whe andrews nee 
N \ N lla ’ 
DAILY HERALD ~~ A London Pa 
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**).. for 45 minutes the Andrews Sisters in their British debut roused a packed house to enthu- 






siasm and their special fans to frenzy..." \ 














EVENING STANDARD ~~ OS 
.. at the end of the Andrews Sisters’ first appearance at the Palladium last night, the audience WW \NS Ladies, 
was clamouring for more; cries for favourite songs came from all over the house..." WS * WN Dear your angace 
WN N at the close Of Yor. a itake 
THE STAR \N\ \ palladium, would on @& re¢ord b 
**,.. the Andrews Sisters were welcomed with the same fervour that greeted Danny Kaye..." << congratulat m6 as 
WGK N Tnea ° ' 
WW . t the 
MELODY MAKER & wr delinnttul £0 
*,.. three nice people took London by storm... biggest personal success since Danny Kaye...” LN \ he a all most Sing 100K 
WW \ I than We shall 4 n't f 
MUSICAL EXPRESS ~ \ put overs Pye year, 50 OF" 
“ . - ° . \ SS NX oe u again ne 
... Andrews Sisters are amazing... Argyll Street was impassable and so were the streets << N Visit 
Ground it for milling crowds trying to get in and out..."’ ~~ N . My kindest regal 
\< aN : 
NEWS OF THE WORLD ~ \ Yo 
“, . . no ultra-smart, sophisticated, platinum and chrome, crooning mademoiselles, but three \\ ‘N 
lively tomboys, getting as much fun out of their singing as we did..." \ \ 


THE DAILY TELEGRAPH AND MORNING POST 


“,.. Andrews Sisters were a greater success at the Palladium than any since Danny Kaye..." 


SUNDAY PICTORIAL 
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",.. they are grand scouts and that fact is reflected in their over-the-footlights personalities...” 


SPORTING REVIEW 


".. . Andrews Sisters are bullseye hit at Palladium 
absolutely on their own 
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.. + Yes, the sisters are in the‘’genius” class, 
. +» Their team-work is unsurpassed in the world of entertoinment.. ."" 


REYNOLDS NEWS 


",.. they are unsurpassed... the audience loved them and asked for more...” 


SUNDAY DISPATCH 


**,.. the Andrews Sisters are a success being exactly what the British public expects of them..." 


STAGE 


‘. . there is a warmth of feeling to their demeanour and a great sense of fun... They bring to 
the stage a delicious sense of knowing just what is wanted in the way of entertainment..." 


PERFORMER . 


*". .. they thoroughly deserved the enthusiastic opplause which greeted them throughout their 63 __ 
minute session... ."’ - ’ 
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LONDON BILLBOARD 


", » « Patty, Maxene and La Verne sang and clowned and danced their way to the loudest N 
burst of hands ever heard here...” sl CNS | 
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"),. If the audience had had its way they would have stayed on Indef.. ."* 
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’ PALLADIUM Si 
PRODUCERS SAID— 


FICE RECORD ; 
ROKEN! | 


. to their list of successes, the Andrews Sisters have now added the admiration of the 
audiences at the London Palladium. Capacity houses gave. an enthusiastic reception to the 


Telephone excellent act these girls put on. Their singing, clowning and vitality will long be remembered. , ." 
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bnan 0M & Y, N \ "'... itis indeed a pleasure to be associated with the Andrews Sisters. They have given magnifi- 
Gran ot Llrect, S: \\ cent performances here and | know all the wonderful things everybody has said about them...'’ 
(Calon, wC#®. \ \ \ 
\ \\<s« CHARLES TUCKER 
XG: NG “ . . . . 
g0th August, 1948. WN: ww ... heartiest congratulations on the tremendous success of the Andrews Sisters. They are simply 
Qs NGG derful!"’ 
WS wonderful! 
NGG 
\\\ LARRY BARNETT 
WH SS . 
\ \ \ **... Lhave never seen an act get such an ovation..." 
\ WN 
carement at the London» \ \\\< BERNARD DELFONT 
roi} 1ga “°° WS N as ° . ° ‘ 
your axe this oppor tun yey i ysiness NS. \ ... 1! was in at the Palladium the other evening and saw the Andrews Sisters show. They really 
“9 re¢ord preaking mor NN \ did a terrific job, and a packed house would simply not let them go off. They are a great act..." 
Th SS S N 
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° an S889 NGG . 
rave you with us NS WW : GG 
Migntful to have YO" Tang show you \\ \\ EMILE LITTLER \\ 
t gincarely for forward to ets NN. \ . . . the Andrews Sisters took the Palladium audience by storm and quickly discovered there \\ 
all a eran to pay us anol \ \ was no rationing of love and friendliness for them in England..." SS 
so Oe! NS \ 
’ WA LN 
ds to yous MG 4 \ NS LEW GRADE 
c A a r W : NS \ . es : i 
cindest re&e \: S \ WN ... | feel | must write to you and say how much! enjoyed the wonderful performance that the 
Yours sinc erely» \ INS WN Andrews Sisters put on at the London Palladium. | was as thrilled at their success as if | had been 
, WV AW the agent instrumental in bringing them to this country..." \\ 
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Val. Parnell. ‘, .. | thoroughly enjoyed their act, it is one of the finest vaudeville acts | have ever seen... 
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‘. . . having heard the Andrews Sisters on gramophone records, having heard and seen their 
pictures on films, | did not think there was another thrill left. Now | have seen them at the Palladium 


~\ SEE 
SM in the flesh and | have found that there is—and whatathrill!,,. KK 
S SS 
LEE-EPHRAIM \ 

"... Ehave told all my friends that the Andrews Sisters are wonderful entertainers for the English 
audiences..." 
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. wonderful! They more than surpassed my expectations..." 
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ED SKELTON SHOW 
Vith Vera Felton, Laurene Tuttle, 

Pat McGheehan, Four Knights, 

David Rose orch; Rod O'Connor, 

announcer 
Producer: Edna Skelton Borzage 
Writers: Edna Skelton Borzage, 

Johnny Murray, Benny Freedman 
30 Mins., Fri,. 9:30 p.m. 
PROCTER & GAMBLE 
NBC, from Hollywood 

(Seeds! (Benton & Bowles) 

After nearly a decade in the post- 
Bob Hope Tuesday night 10:30 
p. m. segment on NBC and for the 
same sponsor (Raleigh cigarets! 
Red Skelton has switched to Proc- 
ter & Gamble and the earlier (9:30) 
Friday night niche. It’s a deal that 
will undoubtedly work out to every- 
body's advantage, giving P&G a 
back-to-back sequencing of Skelion 
and “Life of Riley,’ with a nice 
chunk of discount coin accruing to 
the client, and, to counter the loss 
of the Hope audience pickup, in- 
viting a wider tunein of moppet 
fans. in view of the earlier slot- 
ting. To stamp the indelible link 
with P&G, Skelton stayed right on 
through last Friday's (3) preem to 
blend in “Clem Kadidlehopper™ 
characterization into the “Riley 
program. 

The Skelton package has_ been 
transferred lock, stock and barrel 
from Raleigh to P&G's Crisco prod- 
duct. with the comedian taking up 
precisely where he left off last sea- 
son. with the assorted and unin- 
hibited “Kadidlehopper,” “mean 
widdle kid” profiles, aided and 
abetted by the Verna Felton & Co. 
supporting cast and the usual Edna 
Skelton Berzage scripting and pro- 
duction trimmings. David Rose 1s 
back with his large orch and some 
unusual arrangements. In place ot 
a femme singer, the Four Knights 
Negro quartet is rounding out the 
bill this semester. 

One either takes Skelton or 
leaves him alone. Tuesday or Fri- 
dav the Skelton addicts (and the 
Heopers would indicate that they’re 
up there in the multi-million brack- 
eis) vill fellow him into any time 
segment. Te say that there’s an 
overabundanee of cliches, that 
some gags might be in poor taste, 
that the scripting needs sharpen- 
ing around the edges, or that a suc- 
cession of muffs is inexcusable, cuts 
no ice with the Skelton fan. The 
perfected brand of zanyism he 
dishes up, regardless of produc- 
tion-writing imperfections, is all 
thai matters. 

Rod O'Connor does the announc- 
ing chore, and the “cooking with 
Crisco” commercials are not overly 
intrusive. Rose. 
MARY MARGARET McBRIDE 
Directer: Vice Campbell 
Produeer: Estella Karn 
45 Mims.; Men. thru Fri., 1 p.m. 
Participating 
WNBC, N. Y. 

The perennial Mary Margaret 
McBride, after a four-week vaca- 
tion. is back at her old stand in 
WNBC’s afternoon lineup with that 
irrepressible vitality and undimin- 
ished zest that have elevaied her 
into a uniquely prominent spot 
aiong femme spielers. Miss Mc- 
Bride is a highly gitted artist of 
incidental talk, a tycoon of tidbits, 
and a powerful huckster who can 
apparently move anything from 
hairpins to retrigerators. The tact 
that WNBC is elongating her spot 
to )-minutes beginning Sept. 13 is 
solic proof of her capacity for 
building and holding her femme 
listeners. 

No small part of Miss McBride's 
success formula is found in her 
adroit selection of guests with 
whom she chews the chitchat daily. 
On the kickoff fall show (7), Cor- 
nelia Otis Skinner, the monologist 
and mag writer, shared the mike 
in a faseinating session of an- 
ecdotes about her parents, Maude 
and Otis Skinner. For 30 minutes, 
the femmes tripped lightly along. 
painting nostalgicatiy warm word 
pictures of each other's younger 
days. During the last quarter-hour 
Miss MeBride adeptly squeezed in 
a series of plugs for her sponsors 
with sincerity ringing in every 
s\ilable. Heri. 


OPINIONS 
With Caleb Payne 
15 Mims., 7:45 p. m., Fri. 
WGY, Schenectady 

General Electric station, as part 
oi its shrewdly conceived policy of 
maintaining pleasant relations with 
and publicizing the press, has been 
airing this educational for more 
than a vear. It consists of editorials 
selected from many papers and on 
a variety of subjects, serious and 
light 

Program will appeal chiefly to 
the more studious type of listener. 
It packs meat, but tends to string 
oul It more flexibility and pace 
could be injected. the feature 
would seem livelier As is. the 
reading becomes noticeab's and a 
bit inonotonous. Caleb Payne, of 
tie supervisory staff, mikes the 
quotations in a clear voice and 
divcect manner. His Is no’ the 
easiest assignment, Jaco. 


WALTER WINCHELL 

With Ben Grauer, announcer 

15 Mins., Sun., 9 p.m. 

JERGENS 

ABC, from New York 
(Robert W. Orr) 

Walter Winchell was back on the | 
air Sunday (5), after a six-week 
vacation, with his unique brand of 
headlines, gossip items and exelu- | 
sives. The same staccato approach; | 
the colorful expressions (“the big | 
Scotch-and-soda talk in D. C. is! 

"): the forthright predictions on | 
war, domestic and foreign polities, | 
and the national scene—all made 
up another interesting quarter-hour 
of rapidfire spiel and entertain- 
ment. 

There was nothing sensational, 
scandalous or too controversial on 
the opening broadcast, as if the 
newscaster was deliberately start- 
ing slowly to slip into his devastat- 
ing expose style later as the season 
unwinds. In fact it was almost a sub- 
dued Winchell, his voice being 
more serious than strident, his ex- 
pressions sometimes actually being | 
sober and sedate. There was 
enough needling, though, to remind } 
that this was the one and only 
Winchell. There was the remark 
about the trucking strike that might 
be considered anti-labor. There! 
was the disapproval of the Henry 
Wallace egg-throwings,. mitigated | 
by the crack about the bad eggs) 
around Wallace. This was reaching | 
for a good gag that, however, took | 
the edge off WW’s plea for free 
speech. Tipoff to the almost placid 
quality of the broadcast was the 
fact that its most important item 
was a clue to the current “Stop the 
Music” mystery tune. 

Ben Grauer was also back, to de- 
liver the slick, grade-A Jergens 
commercials in smooth fashion. 

Bron. 
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NATIONAL GUARD MILITARY 

BALL 

With Paul Whiteman, Ray Heather- | 

ton 

Producer: Reland Martini 

Director: Larry Harding 

30 Mins, Sat., 11:15 p.m. 

NATIONAL GUARD 

CBS, from various cities 
(Gardner) | 

The National Guard recruiting | 
program has come up with a 
worthwhile idea in the NG Military 
Ball show. Firstly, the program's 
timing comes when the Saturday 
night party is in full swing and 
most likely to reach the kind of 
audience it seeks. Afother factor 
that makes the current layout 
desirable from the point of its in- 
tentions the tact that it em- 
phasizes one of the more desirable 
facets of military life. 

The preem program (4) was 
broadcast from the Guard Armory 
in New York where an actual mili- 
tary ball was in progress. It’s that 
type of shindig that highlights the 
glamor of peacetime army life and 
should be influential in getting 
many to consider a stretch in the 
Guard. 

The initial session was high- 
lighted by Paul Whiteman and his 
orchestra, who as always provides 
a top musical account of himself. 
Conferenciering is by Ray Heather- 
ton. He does an affable all-around 
chore as vocalist and emcee. 

The break-in show had only 15 
minutes in New York, although the 
rest of the CBS network carried 
the entire half-hour. 

Layout will be broadeast from 
a different state weekly with guest 
bandleaders being starred. Jose. 


is 


DEATH ON A WEEKEND 

With Tex MeCrary, Jinx Falken- 
burg, Reger de Koven, Santos 
Ortega, Aimee Sidell 

Writer: Arthur Bellaire 

Director: Scott Kuckley 

Producer: D. L. Provost 

15 mins.; Fri. (3), 7:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

NBC, from New York 

This t5-minute documentary, 

aired under the auspices of the 

National Safety Council at the start 

of the Labor Day weekend. was a 

model combination of topnotch 

programming and perfect timing. 

It was designed to save lives by 

warning of the death toll caused by 

reckless or careless driving. For 

anyone who heard it. the show ae- 

complished its job and more. It 


probably persuaded many a motor- | 


ist to jack up his car and spend the 
weekend in the comparative safe- 
ty of his own bathtub. 

This educational horror show 
was projected via a series of dra- 
matic closeups of actual accidents 
that occurred on the road. The 
brief sequences were a triumph of 
sound effects over actors. The 
screeching brakes. the dull thud 
of a crash, the death agony gasps 


stood the hair on end in their 
brutal realism. The narrative com- 
mentary and dialog were also 


handled by Jinx Falkenburg and 
Tex McCrary in an appropriate 
common-sense tone. Their safety 
suggestions were riveted home bv 
the effectively terrifying bhock- 
ground production, Herm. 
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MARRIAGE IN DISTRESS 

With Ethel Wilsen, Charlette Hol- 
land, — 
Quina, ary 
Klein, Gregory Merten, Kermit 
Murdech, Ruth Yorke, Leuis 
Hall, William Griffis, Jee Boland 

Writer: Leu Hazam 

Birecier: Ed King 

Musical Directer: Merris Mamor- 
sky 

Producer: Wade Arnold 

&6@ Mins.; Wed. (1), 8 p.m. 

Sustaining 

NBC, From New York 
For its debut in the full-length 

documentary field, NBC’s public 


| affairs staff elected to tackle one 


of the toughest problems in mod- 
ern society -marriage—and was 
thrown for a loss “Marriage in 
Distress” not only lacked dramatic 
punch but failed to distill any clear 
ideas from the welter of coniused 
thinking on the marital question. 
The program suffered mest from 
its reticence in dealing with the 
“delicate,” but crucial basis for 
marriage relationship. 

Seeking refuge from the more 
intricate problems, the documen- 


tary fied into history and sociology | 


for an academic recital of the fac- 
tors leading to the breakdown of 
the home. Each of the factors 
was illustrated by brief dramatie 
sketches racing quickly over three 
generations of U.S. family life in 
the U.S. But these sketches served 
only as elementary examples for 
the essentially abstract approach. 
As a result, the program was cold 
and unreal. 

In explaining why the divorce 
rate has risen over 2,000° dur- 
ing the past 75 years, the program 
listed as the chief reason 
changing function of the family 


| transformed by the immense tech- 


nological advances in modern so- 
This single idea was ad- 


both narrative and dramatic, for 
the initial 45 minutes. Here the 
script was over-specific where a 
few sharply drawn strokes would 
have been sufficient. 


Confronted with the 
problems in contemporary mar- 
riage, there was, unfortunately, 
only time for generalities. 

For this divorce issue there 
wasn't even time for generalities, 
but only for hedging. Shall we 
tighten or liberalize our divorce 
laws’? No answer—or rather two 
answers that exactly cancelled each 
other out. The program emerged. 
however, with a sound and safe, 
though slightly irrelevant proposal 
to draw up a uniform national di- 
voree law. 

Sexual maladjustment was light- 
ly skirted over in order not to 
provoke any distress or embarass- 


ment among the more. sensitive 
dialers. Economic difficulties, 
which break up some homes 


and keep other homes together 
that should be broken up, were 
suggested, but not developed as a 
disintegrating factor. Similarly, 
other concrete and contemporary 
issues were brushed off in double- 
quick time on a purely verbal level. 
Less time was devoted, for in- 
stance, to the need for psychiatric 
and medical advice in the pre- 
marital period than to the danger 
of popular jokes about the mar- 
riage institution. This fear of a 
gag’s impact was symptomatic of 
the program's own underlying in- 
security in estimating the value of 
and the chances for the family’s 
survival. Herm. 


Al Capp to Package 
‘Dogpatch’; Y&R Bows Out 


Cartoonist Al Capp. creator of 
the “Li'l Abner” strip is preparing 
to market a half-hour radio show. 
“Dogpatch, USA,” based on_ his 
drawing. Phil Santora of the N. Y. 
Mirror rewrite staff and Midge 
McCann will do the writing. 

Capp took over the show after 
Young & Rubicam’s option on the 
project expired. Y&R’s difficulty 
stemmed from the fact that audi- 
tions for scripters took up nearly 
all the time, and by the time writ- 
ers Satisfactory to Capp were 
found, the term was up. Capp sub- 
sequently inked Santora and Miss 
McCann and will do his own pack- 
aging. 

Capp has been the summer re- 
placement for Drew Pearson on 
ABC. 





FM FOR TEXAS BUSES 
Houston. Sept. 7. 
Franchise has been obtained by 
KPRC-FM. owned and operated by 


the Houston Post, from Transit 
Radio, Inc., for the installation of 
FM receivers in the local city 
buses. 


Negotiations are virtually com- 
plete with the Houston Transit Co, 
with anticipated operations to be- 
gin sometimes this fall. 
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} ICK AS A FLASH 

sg Win Elliett, emcee; Lon 
Clark, Ray Blech Orch, audience 
participants; announcer, Cy Har- 


rice 
Writer: Gene Wang 
Producer: Bernie Precter 
Director: Diek Lewis 
130 Mins.; Sun., 5:3@ p.m. 
'HELBOS WATCHES 
MUTUAL, frem New York 

(Weintraud ) 

One of the better quizzers, 
“Quick as a Flash” returned to the 
Mutual net Sunday (5) to start its 
fifth consecutive year bankrolled 
by Helbros watches. Show wisely 
‘retains its time-tested format which 
bases questions upon topics of cur- 

rent interest. And the climax, of 
course, is a whodunit sketch. Its 
correct solution by a contestant 
pays the stanza’s tep coin : 

In enacting a series of dramatic 
puzzles, this airer builds up good 
suspense by providing each of its 
six audience contestants with a 
gadget to flash in the studio when- 
ever thev think they have the an- 
iswer. Dialers, likewise, are siml- 
larly signalled via string of Morse- 
codish dots the device emits. 

To this quizzer’s eredit is the fact 
that the questions are fairly diffi- 
cult, but yet are within reach of 
anyone with an average mentality. 
Modest prizes are scaled from $21 
up to $101 Spotted in the final 
minutes is the whodunit, which was 
properly embellished by guester 
Nick Carter (Lon Clark). 

Win Elliot is a glib emcee, Ray 
Bioch’s band capably handles the 
musical stints, while “Flash’s” over- 
all impression reflects neat pro- 
duction values and a good writing 
job. Commercials, however, are 
overdone. Plugs are cut from a 
familiar cloth that long ago became 
shiny on the seat. But here it is 
again—that good old punchline, 
“Remember the name, Helbros!’ 
And that’s only one of the liberally 


| 


used catchword cliches. Gilb. 
GYPSY TRAILS 
With Frosia Gregory, Teny and 


narrator 
Producer: lan Reid 
Writer: D. E. Robb 
30 Mins; Mon., 9:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
CBC, from Terente 

A program which has great po- 
tentialities but falls short because 
of its inadequate orch is “Gypsy 
Trails.” on the CBC Trans-Canada 
net Mondays. Oreh suffers from 
small size and fact that Dixie Dean 
is a better accordionist than leader. 

Compensating for orch, however 
are warblers Frosia Gregory and 
Tony. Both have good voices and 
deserve to be backed up with bet- 
ter support than they have. 

Format is standard for gypsy 
programs with Dick Nelson ably 
delivering narration. He plays part 
of gypsy who meanders along talk- 
ing about this and that and some- 
how manages to find opening for 
each number. 


With stronger script and im- 
proved orch, program certainly 
could be great success, since 


warblers are good and there are 
always numerous listeners who 
like gypsy musie. Allen. 


Elissa Landi Set For 
WNEW Pygmalion Show 


Elissa 





Landi, who now teaches 


speech correction at the City Col- 
lege of N.Y., and who has por- 
_trayed the feminine lead in “Pyg- 
malion” on the stage, has been 
pacted by WNEW (N-Y.). for its 
upcoming 13-week series on “How 
to Speak Better English.” Bulova- 
owned indie got so many phone 
calls in response to a “personals” 
ad last week seeking a girl who 
“speaks typical New Yorkese” to 
get the Pygmalion treatment from 
| Miss Landi on the air, that 15 of 
| the worst sounding will be audi- 
tioned tomorrow (Thurs.)—to pick 
the worst one. 

Gimmick is paying off promo- 
tion-wise, too, with the N.Y. Times 
giving it a two-column news spread 
and several national news mags 
prepping stories. 


‘Info’ Case Inches Along 


The Dan Golenpaul vs. Mutual 
court battle, involving bitter 
charges and counter-charges grow- 
ing out of the web's co-oping of 
Golenpaul’s “Information Please” 
this past season, took another step 
last week toward reaching the 
hearing stage. 

In Federal disirict court in New 
York, the show producer was 
denied a petition for vacating the 
subpoena served on him early last 
July. Golenpaul must now submit 
himself for an examinaton before 
trial. 








| 


MR. ACE & JANE 
With Goedman and 


Thompson: 

nouncer ‘ 
Writer-Preducer-Directer: 

man Ace .- 
3@ Mins., Fri., 3:50 p.m. 
GENERAL FOODS 
CBS, from New York 
(Yeung & Rubicam) 

The Aces ( man & Jane) are 
back in the bigtime commercial 
sweepstakes, having just switched 
from General Bradley (plugging 
Army Air Force recruitment) toe 
General Foods (on behalf of Jello 
custard pudding). But the CBS 
“Mr. Ace & Jane” show continues 
on its merry way as one of radio’s 
sharpest and wittiest excursions 
into satire. 

As writer-producer-director of 
the half-hour Friday night stanza, 
Goodman Ace comes closest to ap- 
poximating a finely-chiseled, skill- 
fully-melded formula fer adult 
humor that completely bypasses 
the cliche and the bromide. But 
pechaps it’s for this selfsame rea- 
son that the program has a lim- 
ited audience draw. Radio being 
what it is, the mass appeal is di- 


‘rected toward something less sub 


tle and the repetitive monotony of 
the familiar. But in “Mr. Ace & 
Jane” the Retort Clever and the 
brilliant malapropisms are carved 
with a perfection that finds a more 
ready acceptance in the slick mags 
and the Broadway stage. 

That the Aces seldom if ever 
vield in lowering the standards is 
a tribute to these veteran troupers 
of the kilocycles. Rose. 





, THE FIRST CANDLE 


With Joe Monree, Beb Murray, 
Barbara Ericksen, Al Whitney, 
Al Donaldsen, Jack Elgm, Toni 
DePardo Orch., Joy Conley; Bill 
Rutledge, announcer 


| Writer - Producer - Director: Todd 


Branson 
60 Mins.; Wed. (18), 6 p.m. 


| Sustaining 


Dixie Dean erch; Dick Nelson, 
lair 


| long 


KENT, Shreveport, La. 
Celebrating its first vear on the 
as the Mutual net’s outlet in 
Shreveport. KENT staged an hour- 
birthday party in which it 
“For I'm A Jolly Good Fel- 
low.’ “The First Candle,” how- 
ever, did succeed in giving a fair 
sample of KENT'’s and Mutual’s 
Havor despite a slight dispropor- 
(ion in the selection from the first 
year’s program log. This show, 
natch, accented the public service 
work of the station in religious, 
educational and news program ex- 
cerpts but that’s normal practice. 
The same goes for the back-slap- 
ping note which would have been 
more effective if, slightly muted. 
Almost 20 minutes of the show 
was devoted to religious chants by 


sang 


the choir of the First Baptist 
Church of Shreveport. While sup- 
erbly rendered, the music was 


overboard in length for the show. 


Another 15-minute segment was 
devoted to a_ transcribed U. S. 


Treasury show featuring Red Skel- 
ton. Generous slices were alse ae- 
corded to Tony DePardo's orch and 
backtlashes to standout news and 
sports coverage by KENT in its 
first year of operation. Sandwiched 
between these selections Was a 
flow of congratulatory messages 
trom Louisiana notables. 





HILDEGARDE IN LONDON 
PREPS 756 DISK SERIES 


London, Sept. 7. 

Hildegarde planed in from Paris 
Saturday (4) on a quick visit to 
make a preliminary start on the 
52 quarter-hour programs she is to 
record for the Harry Alan Towers 
worldwide radio network. 

Chanteuse is scheduled to return 
here in January for three to four 
weeks stay when the programs will 
be recorded. Contracted on shar- 
ing terms, star is expected to net 
minimum of $75,000 for the series. 


ABC Woos ‘Author’ For 
Radio, Tele Showcasing 


Martin Stone’s “Author Meets 
the Critics,” which is winding up 
its second summer fillin stint on 
NBC and additionally has been an 








NBC-TV item. may turn up on 
ABC this fall as AM-TV billing, 
possibly aired on both mediums 
simultaneously. 


It's understood ABC has some 
sponsor interest in the panel ses- 
sion, which now takes up films, 
legit plays, etc.. as well as books. 
NBC, it’s said. would give the 
stanza a video slot but is uncer- 
tain of having an AM segment for 
the show in the fall-winter lineup. 
Last season Stone's stanza, follow- 
ing a moveover from WQXR. N. Y., 
was aired only locally, via WNBC. 
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OFFER radio listeners the best in 
tainment ++ ° that 


dramatic enter 
was the objective when United States 
Steel first sponsor Theatre Guild on 
the Air in 1945. 

Since then, this 
: night show has present 
selected fro 
hits. Distinguish 





full-hour Sunday 
121 plays— 
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SUNDAY NIGHTS - sore 
NITED STATES STEEL 


screen— many from the original casts 


—have re-created for nationwide 
listeners the roles that thrilled the lim- 
ited audience of the legitimate theatre. 
Now the curtain goes up OF another 
season of Theatre Guild on the Alr. 
There'll be more of the theatre's famous 
stars... 10 celebrated plays... to enter- 
tain the nation with the theatre’s pest! 


casting Company 





Network 
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Personnel Changes 











Columbus, O.—Bert Charles has 
been named program and sports di- 
rector of WVKO-FM., independent 
to be on the air in October. Charles 
comes from WAKR, Akron, where 
he was sports and public service 
director. 

Greensboro, N. C.— Charles H 
Slate, vet radio manager of stations 
threughout North Carolina has ac- 
cepted a position as general mana- 
ger of WREV, Reidsville’s new FM 
station. Slate. who comes to Reids- 
ville from WiILX in North Wiikes- 
boro. has formerly been connected 
with WBBB in Burlington and 
WBIG in Greensboro 

Celerade Springs — Everett 
Shupe, Colorado Springs radio 
exec, has been elected a director 
and assistant treasurer of the Out- 
west Broadcasting Co. (KVOR), in 
addition to his duties as station 
manager of KVOR Shupe, w.k 
in the Colorado Springs area for 
his many civic and club activities 
has been manager of KVOR since 
1943. 

Des Moines—Max M. Friedman. 
sales manager, KSO, and the Mur- 
phy Breadcasting Co., Des Moines. 
has resigned to become national 
sales manager for the Yankee Net- 
work owned by the General Tire 
Co. of Akron. Friedman will go te 
general offices in New York City 
He joined the sales staff of the 
lowa Broadcasting Co.. now the 
Cowles Broadcasting Co. in 1938 
He went to KSO in 1944 when it 
was purchased by Kingsley H. 





Murphy and promoted te sales 
manager in 1947 to succeed George 
J. Higgins. 


Houston—Bill Lightofoot, form- 


erly on the commercial staff of 
KABC, San Antonio, has been 
named commercial manager of 


KCOH, daytime only outlet here. 


Pittsburgh— William Kelley, who 
has been doing publicity and sales 
promotion work at WCAE since 
getting out of the service..sapped to 
premotion manager of Hearst sta- 
tion He replaces John Wilkoff, 
who resigned to take a similar post 
at WCOP in Boston 

New York—Aaron Hanger, w.k 
local radio salesmen, has resigned 
from the sales staff of WMCA, and 
returned to WOV where he was 
formerly emploved. Hanger will 
once again function under the di- 
rection of Ralph Weil, WOV man- 
ager. 


Atlanta — Bi!l Roberson is new 
disk jock for WQXI, Atlanta, vice 
Tracey Cole, who has gone to 
WKSP, Pulaski. Tenn., which be- 
longs to Rounsaville chain. of 
which WQXI is a unit. Roberson 
comes to Atianta from WDOD, 
Chattanooga, and was formerly 
connected with WOOB, Anniston, 
Ala. 


St. Leuis—Tom Land has been 
named manager of KROY, Carmi, 
lil., a new 1,000-watt station that 
will go on the air Jan. 1. Land 




















Every Night 


6:30-9 P.M. on 


Stars who have made 


DESI ARNAZ 
MAXIE BAER 
WENDY BARRIS 
COUNT BASIE 
VIVIAN BLAINE 
JANET BLAIR 
CONNEE BOSWELL 
LOIS BUTLER 
McDONALD CAREY 
NAT (KING) COLE 
PERRY COMO 
DICK CONTE 
JACKIE COOPER 
GLORIA DEHAVEN 
PAUL DRAPER (Dancer) 
FAYE EMERSON 
JOHN GARFIELD 
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Star-Bright Every Night! 


WOV'S 1280 Clab 


Conducted by FRED ROBBINS 





1280 on your dial 


guests of Fred Robbins on WOV’s 1280 Club 


include: 


JOO OO kok kkk koko 





recent appearances as 


BENNY GOODMAN 
DICK HAYMES 
WOODY HERMAN 
KITTY KALLEN 
MONICA LEWis 
JOE Louis 
CARMEN MIRANDA 
VAUGHN MONROE 
HAL PEARY 
(The Great Gildersleeve) 
MAXIE ROSENBLOOM 
HAZEL SCOTT 
PHIL SILVERS 
EVERETT SLOAN 
VIRGINIA WELLS 
MARY LOU WILLIAMS 
ROBERT YOUNG 














ae 





ie 


formerly was with WEBQ, Harris- 
burg. Ill. Roy Clippinger, is pres- 
ident of the Carmi Broadcasting 
Co., owner of the new station. 


Bosten—Philip S. Carter, recent- 
ly jeined Hub’s WCOP im sales 
dept. Formerly was Director of 
Merchandising at Hub’s WNAC. 

' $§t. Leuis—Switches in personnel 
at KWK include the appointment 
of Don W. Schaberg, former ad- 
vertising manager for a St. Louis 
milling firm, as publicity and pro- 
motion manager; Bill Erlod. Nick 

Paul and Douglas as gabbers and 
Charles Ackerson as m.c.-vocalist 
with the station’s Ozark Valles 
Folks, a hillbilly galaxy 
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Further evidence of how Metro 
is inching more and more into the 
radio picture is the promotional 
tieup effected by WHN, the film 
company’s New York station, in 
cennection with the switchover to 
the WMGM call letters on Sept. 
15. (Station has just moved into 
its elaborate $1,000,000 Fifth ave. 
setup). 

Pic studio’s top stars have been 
recruited for a series of between- 
program transcribed spots remind- 
ing the listeners of the changeover 
with the inevitable plug, of course. 
for the star’s latest film 

Meanwhile, WHN publicity-pro- 
motion depts. have been operating 
in high gear with a flock of ad- 
vance press promotion accenting 
M-G talent and with station's head- 
liners (Ted Husing, Morey Amster- 
dam, et al) contributing. 


Web Slugfest 


Continued from page 23 




















Fred Waring augurs well for 
NBC's preeminence, although it’s 
acknowledged that “Thursday on 
NBC ain’t what it used to be.” 
Friday: Here’s where NBC, 
CBS and ABC really slug it out. 
NBC would appear to have the 
edge, with the Eddie Cantor. Red 
Skelton, “Life of Riley”, Jimmy 
Durante two-hour ride of sustained 
showmanship, but Columbia gets 
the full-heur “Ford Theatre” with 
its $15,000 weekly taleni-produc- 


tion layout, with Jack Carson, 
Phil Baker, Spike Jones’ Coca 
Cola show and the Goodman Ace 
program in support. ABC. savs 
“look at the ratings’, pointing to 
its “This is Your FBI", “Break 
the Bank” and “The Sheriff” as 


potent competition. 

Saturday: Weakest night on the 
coast-to-coast kilocycles, but the 
lineup of “Hit Parade’, the top- 
rated “Truth or Consequences” 
'and the Dennis Day Colgate show 
appear to give NBC the definite 
| edge. 

Sunday: The Jack Benny-Phil 
Harris-Edgar Bergen-Fred Allen 
NBC parlay (with Ozzie & Harriet 
now the 6:30 curtain-raiser) is still 
tops. ABC's “Stop the Music” re- 
mains a potent 8 to 9 p.m. threat, 
with the latter web taking over 
at 9 with Walter Winchell and 

iheatre Guild of the Air.” 





| Thackrey | 











———— Continued from page 23 — 
the othe: partners, although E. L. 
Cord owns all the stock. 

The proposed TV station is fil- 
| ing the first application for a chan- 
nel for which a construction per- 
mit has already been” granted 
However, the company feels that 
since M:s. Thackrey is planning 
to sell the channel, and not enter 
the tele field, the channel should 
be reallocated. 


Southern, composed of Ed 
Pauley end a group of Los Angeles 
business men, filed their objection 
to the sale with FCC and asked for 
a chance to bid under the AVCO 
rule. In their second petition they 
point out that if the price isn’t 
broken cCown Warners may real- 
ize a tremendous profit on the sale 
of KLAC. Warners must sell 
KILAC because of multiple inter- 
ests in tlhe same city. 

Mrs. ‘Thackrey savs_ she 
provide breakdown as 
is assuming certain obligations in 
the purchase price. Both she and 
Warners cited 33 cases where AM, 
ML and ’’V sales of purely broad- 
properties had been made bys 

a “package” deal. 

It the Commission accepts 
KFAC’'s bid for the channel. hear- 
|ings will have to be called. accord- 
_ing to altorneys for the station. 


can't 
Warners 


cast 


} 








CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 








Denver — KLZ national sales 
manager, Lee Fendren, and KLZ 
public service director. Mack Swit- 
zer. have been named faculty in- 
structors in radio at two Denver 
colleges. Fondren, for the second 
consecutive year, has been named 
special instructor, radio, at Colo- 
rado Women’s College. Switzer 
will be in charge of radio broad- 
casting instruction at Regis Col- 
lege, Denver 


Pittsburgh—Allen Spurgeon has 
been appointed manager and Bill 
Burchinal program director of new 
FM station. WNIQ, in Uniontown, 
Pa. Plant. adjoining site of Sum- 
mit Hotel, is presently sending out 
test broadcasts and will be In active 
operation = shortly Joe Tucker, 
sports director of WWSW, signed 
again to handle play-by-play broad- 
casts of all Pittsburgh Steelers’ 
football broadcasts during National 
League season. Atlantic Refining 
footing the bill again, and this will 
be Tucker's 10th vear on the job. 
“Luneheon Date,” weekly Sunday 
quarter-hour on WCAE, has been 
dropped by Rosenbaum’s depart 
ment store after two years on the 
air. 


has been 


men- 
Board 


San Francisco—KNBC 
awarded national honorable 
tion plaque trom National 
of Fire Underwriters for public 
service and fire prevention. with 
station manager John W. Elweed 
receiving accolade for his station. 


St. Louis—Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, meeting here for their 59th 
national encampment last week, 
received some sock coverage from 
KXOK. Station aired eight broad- 
casts cf the conclave all supervised 
by KXOK news director Bruce 
Barrington. First pickup was pre- 
sented on Saturday (28) in advance 
of the convention and featured in- 
terviews with national commander 
Ray H. Branaman and Joseph 
Nagel. encampment director. Flock 
of KXOK remotes punctuated the 
conclave. 


San Antenio— Approval has been 
granted by the FCC for KONO to 
increase its power and change fre- 
quency. Grant gives the outiet 
power increase from, 250 watts to 
5.000 watts dav and 1.000 watts 
night and change from 1,400 to 860 
kiloeveles. KONO is owned and 
operated by Mission Broadcasting 
Co., of which Eugene J. Roth is 
head. 

At the same time the FCC denied 
a request of the Texas Star Broad- 
casting Co., headed by Roy 
heinz of Houston and W. N. Hooper 
tor a new outlet on the same 860 
facilities. 


——— 


Fort Werth—The transfer of con- 
trol of the East-West Broadcasting 
Corp. was being sought from tiie 
FCC by J. C. Griffith and seven 
other station licensees, to W. 
Bruce Chambers, Jr., Nestor Cuesta 
and John Andrews. Capital stock 


would be increased from $3,000 to. 


$100,000 with the trio holding $75.- 


000. James HH. Lawson Jr. would 
leave the corporation. Chambers, 
now program director of _KWBU, 


Corpus Christi, will hold 41° in- 


terest; Cuesta, Chief engineer of 
KWBU. would have 10° and 
Andrews. heading his own biz of 


constructing radio towers, 10%. 


El Pase—A petition filed by the 
American Federation of Radio 
\rtists seeking to act as bargaining 
agent for the announcers at the 
three local outlets has been dis- 
missed by the National Labor Re- 
lations Board. 


——=. 


Oklahoma City — Football fans 
following the Big Seven conference 
chase will get an authentic pre-sea- 
son pitch on a special series lined 
up by Hal Middlesworth for his 
“Sports Desk” program on WKY. 
Middlesworth. who does a sports- 


Hot- . 


cast six nights a week in addition 
te his duties as sports editor of 
The Daily Oklahoman will air a 
recorded interview with the head 
coach of each member of the Big 
Seven football conference. Series 
was secured during the coaches’ an- 
nual meeting in Kansas City. 


Teledo—Ralph Edwards and the 
“Truth or Consequences” show will 
appear at the Sports Arena, Toledo, 
Saturday, Sept. 11. Broadcast will 
be “fed” via WSPD, Teledo, from 
8:30 to 9 p.m., so that the local 
show will start at 8 p.m. 


Detreit—Chick Harbert, Mea- 
dowbrook golf pro who recently 
captured the 1948 Michigan Open 
Golf Championship, has been 
inked by WXYZ-TV, to do a series 


_of sport shows demonstrating links 
techniques. 


WXYZ-TV 
go on the air Oct. 9. 


is due to 


Greensboro, N. C.—Bill Mitchell, 
salesman and merchandising man- 
ager for WBIG, circulated a “Baby 
Broadcasting Ce.” announcement 
ef the birth of a daughter. It de- 
scribed the “Name of the Pro- 
gram” as Pamela Ann, “Broadcast 
Time” Monday, Aug. 23. 

Albany—George R. Nelson, Ine. 
was the agency that placed radio 
and other business this year ter 
the Saratoga Racing Assn. and the 
Piping Rock night club. It was 
erratumed last week, that Leigh- 
ton & Nelson had the account. 


Deuel Richardson, who 


Albany 
was assistant general manager of 


WOKO and WABY under the pre- 
vious management, and David Har- 
ris, formerly of WTAG, Worcester, 
finished one-two in the examina- 
tion for principal publicity agent 
(program manager) of the State 
Radio Bureau. However, the pesi- 
tion filled by Harris on a tem- 
porary basis tor the past year will 
go to a veteran Richardsen is 
now connected with a Massa- 
chusetts station. 


Dallas—Art Linkletter will 
broadcast his daily ‘House Party” 
program, sponsored by General 
Electric, from the Staie Fair Audi- 
torium during the week of Oct. 11, 
over CBS. 














“On an island with You" 
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Mat.: LOU CLAYTON 
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RADIO-TELEVISION SECRETARY 
Cellege gradunie. Five years expert- 
ence in Radio Department ef tep ad- 
vertining agency dealing with talent, 
scripts, researeh and predaction on a 
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a Inside Stuff—Radio 


Anent a recent statement that the serial, “Hilltop House,” off the 
air for several years, was “revived last spring with most of the original 
cast except Bess Johnson,’ the latter recalls that “among those in the 


original cast with me were: Agnes Morehead, David Gothard, John | 


Moore, Billy Lee, Basil Loughrane, Frank Gallup, Mitzi Gould, Joan 
Banks, Henry M. Neeiy, Dick Keith, Jimmy Tansey, Jimmy Van Dyke, 
Jay Jostyn, Joe Curtin, GeeGee James, Jimmy Donnelly, Estelle Levy, 
Charme Allen, Ray Collins, Roger deKoven, Selena Royle, Ronald Liss, 


Reese Tarplin, Jackie Kelk, Irene Hubbard, Arlene Francis, Andy Don- | 


nelly, Carlton Young, Helen Claire, Frank Lovejoy. Tom Dillon, Mau- 
rice Franklin, Nancy Peterson and Gladys Thornton.” 4 

Actually none of these are in the current CBS show (which Miles 
Lab has just bought). At last report, the cast included Grace Matthews 
(presently written out of the story while she awaits the stork), Lamont 
Johnson, Edwin Bruce, Joan Lazar, Vera Allen and Norma Jean Mar- 
lowe. 

“Second home” of KDKA, Pittsburgh, boys and girls for last 15 years 
is no more. It’s the Radio Bar, right next to the building housing the 
radio station, and where more programs have been dreamed up, fought 
over and set than probably in any other spot in Pittsburgh Place is 
being torn down to make way for a new structure, but there won't be 
room in the new one for the KDKA “annex.” 

Holmes Isler and Joe Smith, who have been friend and confessor to 
the big and little of KDKA almost since that station went on the air. 
zre taking their bar and grill license elsewhere, but it won't be within 
such easy reach and thus passes one of KDKA’s early traditions. 

Death of Russell Maloney, 38, writer and critic, in New York last 
Friday (3) removed a promising personality from the radio-television 
scene. While he was not regularly on either medium at the time of 
his death, he had only recently concluded a weekly “Of Men and 
Books” series on CBS and during the last several years had sparked 
many a radio and TV stanza of the literary-forum category. 

With his wife, the former Miriam Battista, actress, Maloney for a 
time did a husband-wife-at-home-with-guests weekly series on Du- 
Mont's N.Y: tele outlet, WABD. 


Office of Vocational Rehabilitation in Washington, D. C., has just 
produced a series of six dramatized, 15-minute transcriptions on the 
rehabilitation of blind civilians. Aimed at promoting employment of 
blind persons, the programs are now being shipped to state rehabilita- 
tion agencies for distribution to stations. OVR expects from 400 to 800 
stations will clear the series. Programs were produced in D.C. with 
pro talent under the direction of John MacKercher of ABC. 

WOR (N.Y.) program exee Norman Livingston is going on the air 
mext Sunday (12) to tell the station's listeners what they've griped about 
in letters—the station has been inviting them in spot announcements— 
and what the Mutual flagship has done to its programming as a result. 
Fifteen-minute stanza, titled “WOR Replies,’ will go on at 2:45 p.m. 


Toby David te CKLW 


Detroit, Sept. 7. 
Toby David, ousted as a disk Known. 
ped several months ago, made Competitive station did the same 
is comeback Monday ‘6) with a thing with Joe Gentile and Ralph 
return to the airwaves over CKLW. Binge, comedy team shifting to 
This is a return to the station W.JBK. 


where he started in 1935. Local 
newspaper advertising, of the teas- 
er tvpe broke in with a splash Sat- 
urday when the news was made 
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WPTR in 50 Kw Bid 


Albany, Sept. 7. 


ger Leonard L. Asch, announced 
ito Albany papers Thursday (2) 
ithat it had filed a petition with the 


crease from 10,000 to 50,000 watts. 
‘The Schine-owned station, on the 
air since Aug. 6, is ready to begin 
| broadeasting a signal five times 
as great as the present one within 
60 days of receiving an ECC green- 
light, Ash and Russell David, chief 
engineer, said. 

Asch explained that the WPTR 
transmitter would be enlarged at 
a cost of $150,000. 


Hot Pennant Race Cues 
Griesedieck Switch To 
Go ‘Live’ Out-of-Town 


St. Louis, Sept. 7. 

The Griesedieck Bros. Brewery 
Co.. through Ruthrauff & Ryan, 
sponsor of the largest baseball net- 
work in the country, is sending 
Harry Caray, gabber and Charles 
‘Gabby’ Street. analyst with the 
Cardinals on their western road 
trip. The interest in the National 
League pennant race throughout 
the Mississippi Valley where the 
b. b. broadcasts are aired by 54 
stations in seven states has become 
white hot and the suds makers are 
making a swell gesture to the fans. 

The broadcasts originating at 
WEW in St. Louis and WTMV in 
East St. Louis are fed to the sta- 
tions. Until this road trip the out- 
of-town games have been broad- 
cast from telegraph ticker service. 
Should the Cardinals remain in 


FCC the previous day for an in-| 





‘Helburn-Langner ‘Legit’s the Thing’ 


WPTR, through General Mana- | 


~ Concept on Theatre Guild of Air’ 


Despite a gradual shift in drama- 
tic axis from the footlighis to the 
kilocycles over the past four vears, 
the U. S. Steel-‘““Theatre Guild of 
the Air” will continue to remain 
the most stage-minded show in 
radio when it opens its 1948-49 sea 
son Sunday night (12).-The basic 
legit concept underlying this pro- 
gram has been set, not only by its 
format of one-hour play presenta- 
tions, but by the general favoring 
of Broadway playwrights for the 
air adaptations. 

According to the Theresa Hel- 
burn-Lawrence Langner theory of 
keeping the TG airer swaddled in 
legit garb, playwrights retain more 
of the original’s flavor when trans- 
lating a stage piece into the air 
medium. S. Mark Smith, script 
editor for the program, believes 
that, while there is no sharp de- 
marcation between radio and stage, 
writers for legit strive more for 
“the developed scene.” This qual- 


jity, he said, was the distinguishing 


mark of the Theatre Guild's air 
showcase. 

Theatre Guild execs, however, 
have not “locked out” radio script- 
ers completely from work on the 


legit adaptations, for which the top 


the thick of the flag fight after | 


the current road trip there is a 
likelihood that Caray and Street 
will accompany the team on its last 
| swing this season through the east. 





Philadelphia—Final construction 


work of the new KYW-FM, which | Reade on “The Winslow Boy” and 
‘soars 576 feet above the midcity | 


streets, has been completed, with 


a 32-feet mast and 245-foot tower | org and Friends:’ 


placed atop the 24-story Architects 
Bldg. Installed om the mast is a 
three section super turnstile, which 
when operated in conjunction with 
the transmitter, will give KYW-FM 
an effective radiated power of 20 
kilowatts. 
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price is $750 per script. Out of a 
dozen regular adapters, four are 
radio scripters with no stage plays 
to their credit. The rest are pre- 
dominantly playwrights who have 
also written on occasion for radio. 
Several radio writers, after work- 
ing on TG adaptations, were en- 
couraged to try their hand at origi- 
nal stage plays. 

For the upcoming season, the 
roster of playwrights doing adapta- 
tions for the Guild include Leslie 


“The Perfect Alibi;’” Denis Johns- 
ton on “‘The Skin Game” and “Lov- 
* John LaTouche 
on “June Moon;” Kenyon Nichol- 


ison on “Journey’s End:” Frank 


Gabrielson on “The Letter” and 
“Rip Van Winkle;” Robert Ander- 
son on “Valley Forge,” “Laura” 
and “Oliver Twist;” and Arthur 


Arent, on “The Criminal Code.” 
“Ah, Wilderness,” “That's Grati- 
tude” and “Morning Star.” 

Radio writers include Erik Bar- 
nouw on “O Mistress Mine” and “A 
Bell For Adano;” Welbourne Kelly 
on “The Wind and the Rain” and 
“Spring Again;” Virginia Radcliffe 
on “The Two Mrs. Carrollis;’’ and 
Robert Presnell on “For Love or 
Money.” Script editor Smith will 
adapt “The Game of Love and 
Death.” 

While the program’s regular di- 
rector, Homer Fickett, is a radie 
vet, he also has a couple of legit 
stagings under his belt. 


Mutual Shelves ‘Alibi’ In 
McElhone’s Coast Switch 


Eloise McElhone’s decision to 
rejoin Mutual’s “Leave It to the 
Girls” permanent panel threw a 
hitch into the web’s plans to set a 
newly packaged audience participa- 
tion stanza, ‘“‘Watch Your Alibi,” 
in a fall-winter spot. Miss McEI- 


hone was set to co-emcee the show 
with Ray Morgan and it was ten- 
tatively tabbed for a Sept. 5 preem, 
originating from N.Y. 

But “Girls” is now originating 
from the Coast and Miss McElhone, 
with a one-or-the-other choice, de- 
cided to return to her old stand. 
(She also had to give up a femcee 
role in NBC-TV’s “Try and Do It.”’) 
Mutual says that, as a result, ‘Ali- 
bi’ has been shelved. 

“Girls,” incidentally, has an- 
nexed Rudy Vallee as permanent 
moderator. Besides Miss McEl- 
hone, the fail panel inciudes Hedda 
Hopper, Constance Bennett and 
Robin Chandler. 








Detroit — President Frank FE. 
Mullen announced Thursdiy (2) 
that directors of WJR voted a reg- 
ular quarterly dividend of 15 cents 
a share to be paid Sept. 17 to 
shareholders on record at the close 
of business Sept. 10, 1948. 
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T just completed the JURGEN’S SUMMER PROGRAM from the 
STORK CLUB, pinch-hitting for WALTER WINCHELL on 


ABC. 


I am now pinch-hitting for DOROTHY KILGALLEN on ABC 
Thursdays for WINDEX AND DRANO. 


I emcee “WHAT'S MY NAME” every Saturday Night on ABC 


for GENERAL ELECTRIC. 


7 am in the Universal International motion 
SONS.” 





York 22, N. Y. 


What’s My Name? 


what 1 Me 


M, Manager is MARTIN GOODMAN, 38 East 57th Street, New 


picture “ALL MY 
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and then dissolving into a nitery 
set to show what was on the screen 
was well handled Idea, which 
Hollywood, incidentally, has been 
using in varied forms for years, 
opens up several new trick camera 





effects for TV The way Gaunt 
worked his cast to permit ultra- 
fast changes from one set to an- 


other was also excellently handled 


Tighter script, nonetheless, could 
have turned this into a top presen- 


tation Show had singer Johnny 
Bradford as a milquetoast baby 
sitter, consulting a psychiatrist be- 
cause he was “unhappy.” In flash 
back form, he then outlined his 
story of sitting with Bambi Lynn 
a precocious cid who hypnotized 
him out of his namby-pambiness 


into singing at a nitery, where Eu- 
genie Baird, as Miss Lynn’s older 
sister, was the star. When Brad- 
ford took. off to the nitery, Miss 
Lynn tuned in her tele set to watch 
his act. That’s about all there was 
to the show. It apparently looked 
better on paper than on the screen. 


Miss Lynn handled her thesping 
chores okay, but was given only 
one short spot to demonstrate her 
ballet terping. Miss Baird did a 
couple of tunes nicely, and certain- 
ly looked well on the screen. She 
should have been given some kind 
of necklace to wear with that 
strapless gown, though, because in 
her full-face closeups she looked 
nude. Bradford, although known 
as a vocalist, did better with his 
acting than his songs. Bob Lied 
successfully hammed up the psy- 
chiatrist’s role. 

In all, it was a good idea that 














didn’t quite come off. It was an 
mlenses AIDS’ Caumane nicht Gllar until 
vnay avaryrw Wud) Se ee pat os aeeeeee 
the Philco Equity shows begin soon. 


Stal. 
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GAY NINETIES REVIEW 


With Gus Van (subbing for Joe 
Howard) emcee; Pat O'Malley, 
Lulu Bates, Lorraine Fortune, 


Townsmen Quartet, Romona 
Lang, Ray Bloch erch 

Writer: Paul Gerard Smith 

Director: Tom DeHuff 

Producer: Tel-Air Associates 

30 Mins.; Wed., 8 p.m. 


Sustaining 
ABC-TV, from New York 

Judged by iast week's edition 
1). this half-hour song and dance 


session can definitely be stamped 
one of the better variety offerings 
now on TV. While it boasts no 
top names outside its emcee and 
batoner, stanza makes itself plenty 
watchworthy via pace, spirit and 
accent on solid values in show biz 
Gus Van, in a one-shot standin for 
Joe Howard, carried off his chores 
with characteristic aplomb and 
contributed one of his standard 
tophat-and-cane song acts. 
Caught session offered close 
barbershop harmony by the Towns- 


men Quartet, smooth sopranoing 
by Lorraine Fortune, agile ter- 


pischore by shapely Romona Lang, 
fast-pattered ventriloquism by 
Bruce Morgan, boisterous vocaliz- 
ing in the Gay Nineties groove by 
Lulu Bates, and a Lanchester Lad 
tale by Pat O’Malley, who looks 
the part. Ray Bloch’s musicians 
| gave the acts clicko backing. 
Nitery setting contributed to the 
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It’s Especially 


HINT 


MAN ON 





If It’s a “Feature Production” 


Suit the Advertiser's Needs 


PRODUCERS OF 


LADIES BE SEATED 
SOMETHING TO TALK ABOUT 
BRAND NEW BRIDES 


AVAILABLE FOR SPONSORSHIP 


SHOOT THE MOON 
LET'S CLEAN UP 
K-I-D-S KARNIVAL 

PUT 'N TAKE 


FEATURE PRODUCTIONS 


Designed to 


HUNT 


THE FARM 


semble windup on old faves had 
'a warming zing that invited tele- 
| lookers to chime in. 


4 ! 
| oversit atmosphere and the en- 


Worth a half hour’s viewing any 


time. Doan. 





Tele Followup 











“Texaco Star Theatre” last Tues- 
day (31) was reminiscent of a cer- 
bill at a Broadway vaude 
house. The booker at that time 
set the acts for playing values only 


tain 


and laid out a pretty good show 
However. on the morning of re- 
hearsals, he found that there was 
only one femme on the show— 
part of a dance team. Being re- 
soureeful, the booker got one ol 
the stagehands to have his wite 
don a sweater and put her on 
stage to dress up an act on the 
early part of the bill. 

Maybe none of Texaco stage- 


hands’ wives qualified for exhibi- 
tion in a sweater. There was only 
one femme on the Texaco layout, 
and that too was in a dance team 
But aside from the lack of femme 
company, needed for increased 


visual interest, the Texaco show 
was up to the par set by the high 
standards of the preceding lay- 
outs. 


There was a sufficiency of vari- 
ety and name values. Morey Am- 
sterdam emceed with Jackie Miles 
hitting a good comedy note which 
sustained most of the show, while 
Morton Downey took care of the 
song sector. 

Amsterdam, making a_ repeat 
stand, has some choice bits of busi- 
ness that he does on his own and 
in conjunction with the various 
other turns. Result was a well-in- 
tegrated session of the type that 
will help make video persalities. 
The comic that can fit into any 
situation, will most certainly have 
an edge with tele audiences. Miles 
delivered some of his familiar nit- 
ery and vaude material which as 
always, makes good laughing mat- 
ter. 

Downey too, proved himself a 
shrewd showman on the tele me- 
dium as in his concurrent nitery 
appearance at the Copa, (N. Y.) 
he delivers a pair of medleys, 
each containing shrewdly selected 
tunes, which builds up to a terrific 
;audience impact. He’s the _ type 
personality welcome in any living 
|/room and one who rates attention 
in shows coming into the bars and 
grilles. 

Patricia’ Bowman, assisted by 
Rudy Kroelleur, balleted for some 
picturesque effects, and the sepia 
team of Tip, Tap and Toe provided 
\further dance divertissement with 


a punchy set of routines. The 
Harmonicats, doubling from the 
Roxy, made a good impression 


with a set of harmonica renditions. 
As always, Sid Stone, does an ef- 
fective pitchman commercial. This 
'time his stint was dressed up by 
the heckling of a precocious 
youngster. Jack Diamond of bur- 
lesque and legit, did a brief black- 
“00 with Amsterdam for good ef- 
fect. 
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selections, plus the 11 players, will 
appear live, with the mag tying in 
_ with Warner-Pathe News to pre- 
sent film clips on the show of the 
11 men in action during the season. 


| Chicago 

A “Miss WBKB” and “Miss 
|WENR-TV” will be chosen at the 
| Television and Electrical Living 
| show, to be held at the Coliseum 
Sept. 18-26 Harmonicats signed 
|to participate in opening program 
of WENR-TV, Sept. 17, from new 
|ABC civic studio Charles L. 
|Townsend coming from NBC New 
York, to be tele operations super- 
ivisor for WNBQ....‘‘Great Books” 
‘to be televised over WENR-TV, 
Fridays, 8:30 to 9 p.m., with Dr. 
Robert Hutchins acting as reader 
and interpreter Walter F. Lan- 
terman upped to station engineer, 
WNBQ Marge Durnell checking 
oul at WBKB for new post with 
Merideth - Champlain Television 
Corp at Syracuse, N.Y. Jack 
Manley, former mgr. of Civic 
Opera theatre, added by ABC as 
mgr. of studio and office services. 
He will manage Civic Opera the- 
atre, recently leased by ABC and 
renamed ABC Civic Studio Red 
Quinlan appointed head of promo- 
tion and publicity of WBKB.... 
Chi cards and Pitt Steelers foot- 
ball game, Wrigley Field, Sept. 19 


‘been actively 








Deep South 


Continued from page 26 


10th floor of the Biltmore hotel. 
There will be no physical or ad- 
ministrative separation of the two 
Marcus’ Bartlet, 
manager, will also handle TV pro- | 
gramming. Frank Gaither will be 
commercial head of both, and 
Walter Paschall, director of news 
for WSB, will take over the tele 
news. 
Mark 

manager, 1S 
entirely 


tele 
staffer 
work at 
beén with 
many years 
past five years 
Toalson will 
have equivalent of 4wo crews 
eleven men many of whom will 
also be engaged in the AM opera- 
tion The four cameramen are 
WSB engineers. 
WSB-TV will be on 
hours weekly. Local sports will 
form the backbone of early pro- 
gramming, especially Georgia Tech 
football games and high - school 
tilts. Daily man-on-the-street in- | 
terviews will confront the house- 
wife when she pauses for an after- 


production 
charged 
the mo- 
WSB 
as en- 
as 


Toalson 
only 
TV 
has 
fol 
for 
manager 


y with 
ment tle 
since 1926 
gineer and 
production 
the 


of 


the air 25 


noon coke. An hour long kiddie | 
show will hold the screen from 
five to six, five days a week, with | 


two new staff puppeteers, putting 
on a 30-minute play followed by 
30 minutes of film. News will get 


a half-hour daily, and Outler as- 
serts that since his newsroom | 
men all have newspaper experi- | 


ence they will be able to plunge | 
into visual presentation of news. 

Atlanta in the Piedmont area 
of the Appalachians has rugged 
terrain, so that WSB’s tower ris- 
ing 596 feet above the promontory 
on which it is erected is still only 
545 feet above average surround- | 
ing terrain. Station has a mobile | 
tele unit with two cameras. Truck 
was secured in June and crews 
have been rehearsing since. Outler 
claims better than $500,000 invest- 
ment in tele which station has 
promoting for | 
months through Atlanta Journal 
which is under same ownership 
as WSB. 
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night stands and into fair grounds. 
unit around the country for one- 
ABC Asks Time Extension 
Washington, Sept. 7. 
American Broadcasting Co. to- 
day (Tues.) asked for a two-week 
extension of the Sept. 10 deadline 
for filing briefs in connection with 


| Coliseum. 


| minutes 


Indie KLAC Pays 796 
For Coast Tele Package 
Of 13 USC, UCLA Games 


Hollywood, Sept. 7. 
KLAC has captured the Univer- 





wytes 


pru 


WSB_ program | sity of Southern California-Univer- 


sity of California in Los Angeles 


‘television package for a reported 


$75,000. Indie station is not yet 
tele-casting. 

Package will be a 13-game series 
emanating from the Los Angeles 
Two colleges will each 
play six games plus the grid tilt be- 
tween themselves. USC-UCLA 
football games will be the only 
Pacific Coast Conference games to 
be telecast this year. First battle 
will be held on Friday, Sept. 17. 
KLAC-TV expects to have its tele 
signal booming two days prior. 

KLAC-TV first announced that it 
expected to be in operation by mid- 
September, on July 6. Station 
broke ground for its Mt. Wilson 
transmitter 10 weeks ago and has 
been working day and night since 
that time. 

New TV studio being erected at 
standard broadcast site will be 
ready within three weeks. Station 
is also expecting a $13,000 remote 
pickup truck within the week. 
Eric Harris, former lenser for John 
Ford has joined station's tele staff 
as top cameraman. 


MARKOVA-DOLIN SET 
FOR NBC TELE SERIES 


Ballet duo of Alicia Markova and 
Anton Dolin has signed with NBC 
for a series of programs, starting 
Sunday (12) at 7:15 p.m. Duo will 
do three programs, or about 20 
each, in September and 
October, while dancing with the 
Ballet Russe at the N. Y. Met. 
They'll continue the series in the 
winter on their return from Chi- 
cago. > 
Robert Zeller 





will conduct an 


| orchestra in support. 


Sacramento — Richard Burdick, 
program manager of KFBK, has 
sent out a birth announcement in 
the form of Variety New act 
column... 
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the FCC’s proposed rules against 
radio giveaway programs. | 

Network stated that the “supple- 
mental” notice issued by the FCC 
on Aug. 27—in the wake of Cong- | 
ressional disclosure that legal 
jurisdiction over airlane lotteries 
had been transferred to the Jus- 
tice Department added “new 
problems not present in the orig- | 
final notice.”” Two Weeks’ time in 
which to prepare a brief, as a re-| 
sult, isn’t enough, the web claimed. 

None of the nets has as yet filed 
a brief, and an FCC source said 
it was likely the two-week exten- | 
tion, to Sept. 24, would be granted. | 
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merely observing. Later, they a 
do the talking and after that—the | 


demanding. 
Actors Equity now claims the 

cally, Equity-has permitted splinter 

groups to break away into separate 


unions. It had permitted the or- 


ganization of the American Federa- | 


tion of Actors (now AGVA) when 


the variety field became too hard | 


to handle, and later sponsored a 
separate opera group (now Ameri- 
can Guild of Musical Artists) and 
still later permitted George Heller 
and Phil Loeb to organize a radio 
organization committee, which sub- 
sequently 
AFRA. Equity, although still a 
question mark in the tele field, 
may follow its historic strategy in 
the present tele squabble.’ 





Providence — Joe Lopez, staff 
member of Yankee Network long 
before its reorganization, has been 
switched from WICC, Bridgeport, 
to managership of WEAN, Provi- 


television jurisdiction, but histori- | 
| 
| 


broke away to become | 


For The 
Kansas City 
Trade Area! 


The KMBC-KFRM 
Team is the only 


| single broadcaster to 


completely cover the 
actual Kansas City 
trade area. This com- 
prehensive coverage 
is specifically ‘2signed 
to give the advertiser 
an economical means 
of reaching those mil- 
lions of consumers 
who look to Kansas 
City as their trade 
capital, 





| 


| KMBC 


| KFRM: 


for Rural Kansas 


of Kansas City 





yo 





dence. During war, Lopez, carried | 
both stations. He was with WNAC, | 
Boston, for 20 years, before taking | 
over WICC 17 years ago. 


will be televised over WENR-TV. 
Game is a benefit for Chi Daily 
|News Veterans’ Fund. 


228 N. LaSalle St., Chicago State 3156 
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pi Inside Television 


Sight and Seund: Somebody should tell DuMont to introduce its 
talent to the home audience. Singer Jerry Cooper subbed for Jack 
Eigen on the latter’s WABD show last Thursday (2) night, but the 
advance screen credits failed to identify him. Cooper himself came on 
cold. went through an entire 15 minutes of songs and interviews with 
a pretty model and not until the signoff did he let viewers in on the 


big secret of his identity. That ad lib idea used on the show by Eigen, | 


incidentally, didn’t work well for Cooper, who was at an obvious loss 
on what to do or say. He even got around to talking about the weather, 
and his strain to stretch his words to the 29:0 point was almost painful 
to watch. 


New York television programmers appear to be overlooking several 
strong bets, especially where it comes to femme daytime audiences, 
judging by a Pulse tabulation of the comparative popularity of August 
TV shows in the metropolitan area 

Poll shows that, whereas ‘“‘Food and Cookery” shows were given less 
than one-half of 1% (.3 to be exact) of the total air time during the 
month, they racked up an average 15.5 rating to place them fifth in 
popularity—behind drama, night baseball, comedy-variety and boxing 
and wrestling. 

Fashion shows, which got fractionally more time (.6), ranked eighth— 
ahead of daytime baseball—which got 13.5% of the total time. (On 
the other hand, oddly enough, “Beauty” programs came in 19th, 
hind religion, music and other items.) 

Feature films, with the greatest proportion of time 
14th. 


be- 


(21°C), ranked 


In the midst of the current squabbles over whether television dents 
the gates at sports events come reassurances from Milwaukee Brewers’ 
prexy Jake Flowers that, for Milwaukee at least, tele is helping create 
new baseball fans. Optimistic note was sounded also by Boston Braves’ 
prez Lou Perini, who declared in a recent sports interview over WTMJ- 
TV, Milwaukee Journal outlet, that ‘I’m sure television will create new 
fans, especially among the women.” 

On another WTMJ-TV show Flowers cited the record attendance at 
Brewers’ games this year, despite the fact they’re being televised for 
the first time. He added: “Television gives just enough to interest and 
excite the fans so that they come out to the park and see the real thing. 
I think television helps make many new fans.” 





IKECA-TV New Year’s Bow 


| Hollywood, Sept. 7. 

| ABC television station, KECA- 
|TV, is set to debut Jan. 1. Web 
|held out for Nov. 1 opening as 
long as possible but now realizes 
that station cannot possible be tele- 
'easting by that date. 


Net still hopes io be first on the 
telewaves in San Francisco with 
date presently set at Dec. 1. 


NBC Ships Three 
TV Directors West 


Hollywood, Sept. 7 

NBC is shipping out three tele- 
vision directors from New York 
next month to whip some programs 
into shape for the net’s Hollywood 
TV operation. Selected for Coast 
duty by Sidney N. Strotz are Ed 
Sobol, director of Texaco Star The- 
atre; Carroll O’Meara, formerly 
with Young & Rubicam in Holly- 
wood, and John Gaunt, erstwhile 
manager of NBC’s Washington tele 
station. 

Pattern testing for KNBH is 
slated for Sept. 15 but program- 
ming won't start until around Dec. 
1, when studio F at Radio City is 
completed for its switchover to 
video. Strotz has ordered 60 days 
of testing, which should put the 
station on the air after first of the 
year. 


} 





Eddy Ankles WBKB for Own Tele 


Setup; Balaban, 


Lod 


Chicago, Sept. 7. 

John Balaban, general manager 
of the Balaban & Katz theatre 
chain, becomes’ supervisor. of 
WBKB, following the fesignation 
last week of Capt. Bill Eddy, di- 
rector of B&K television § since 
1939. Balaban will be assisted by 
John Mitchell, 
chain exec who joined WBKB sev- 


veteran theatre 


eral months ago. 

Capt. Eddy replaces Keith Kig- 
gins as prez of Television Associ- 
ates, with Kiggins continuing as 
exec veepee. Eddy organized 
Television Associates in 1944 to 
turn out video equipment and pro- 
vide consultant services. Firm op- 
erates a plant at Michigan City, 
Ind., where Eddy plans to head up 
production of tele devices on which 


he holds patents. He’ll continue as | 


consultant to WBKB. 

Eddy’s exit 
WBKB’s twin drive to get over on 
the black side of the ledger while 
girding to meet upcoming compe- 
tition from the nets. Substantial 
rate cuts have been worked out, 
subject to an okay from Para- 
mount’s New York office. New 
rates would junk the present sys- 


‘tem under which advertisers’ costs 


coincides with 


Mitchell Take Over 


, are based on the number of receiv- 
ers in the Chi area. 


In bowing out Eddy expressed 
hopes that invention of new video 
devices will lower costs “‘so that 
some day somebody will get money 
out of television.” He also said, 
“T hold no brief for television as 
it is today,’ and predicted that 
motion picture standards will have 
to be achieved before video pays 
off as an entertainment medium 

Balaban, who previously has 
taken no active part in WBKB’s 
operation, says “television has be- 
come a matter of organized show- 
manship. We intend to throw all 
our resources and experience 
gained in 31 years behind this new 
medium.” 


Chi TV Deals on Tap 
For Bears, Cardinals 


Chicago, Sept. 7. 

Local tele expects to come to 
terms with the Chicago Bears and 
Cardinals, pro football teams that 
failed to rush into video this sea- 
son. ABC already has signed the 
Card tussle with the Pittsburgh 
Steelers on Sept. 19, paying a re- 
ported $2,000 fo carry the game 
on WENR-TV. 














NBC Plans to Solo | oe 
D.C. Inauguration 


With the outcome of the Presi- 
dential elections still up in the air, 
NBC television is already laying 
plans to air the Presidential in- 
auguration Jan. 20 on a remote 
pickup from the front of the Capi- 
tol building in Washington. Web 
will handle the show individually, 
instead of joining a pool arrange- 
ment similar to those which have 
covered most major political events 
during the last several years. 

NBC has reportedly desired to 
break away from the pool arrange- 
ment for some time on the basis 
that it could do a better job on 
its own. Web has been consis- 
tently stymied in the past, how- 
ever, by a space shortage in places 
where political events are usually 
held. It has already sought and 
received permission to install two 
cameras for the inauguration pick- 
up, idea being that each of the 
TV webs will be assigned the two- 
camera space. Other webs, how- 
ever, reportedly still favor pooling 
as « less costly method of opera- 
tion and one that makes the best 
equipment and personnel of all 
stations available for the job. 

NBC is currently seeking an 
okay also to pickup the Vice-Presi- 
dential inauguration from the in- 
terior of the Senate Chamber. 
Since the Senate has consistently 
banned radio and TV, however, 
that permission hasn't yet been 
granted. 


HUB CLEARS WAY FOR 
MORE N. Y. TELE SHOWS 


Boston, Sept. 7. 

With the release of another 
microwave relay channel on the 
N.Y. to Boston northbound loop, 
WBZ-TV, NBC outlet here, has 
taken on three new NBC-TV net- 
work = shows. Clearances from 
clients are now being set for more 
shows and the station expects to 
hypo its own programming steadily 
with more web programming dur- 
ing the new fall season. 

WBZ-TV previously shared the 
one existing microwave channel 
with other net affiliates here. 
American Telephone & Telegraph's 
move in reversing its southbound 
loop to a northbound channel 
represents. the first major step in 
feeding the Hub stations more 
N.Y.-originated shows. Those 
added iast week, all on Thursday 
nights, include “Girl of the Week,” 
“At Liberty Club” and “Bob 
Smith Show.” 
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Albany — Albany Savings Bank, 
oldest and biggest of its kind in 
this area, bowed as a radio Sgonsor 
Monday (6), with the start ‘of a 
five-weekly series of noontime 
quarterhour newscasts over 
WHKW. Commercials stress bank- 
ing by mail. Bob Ellsworth is 
handling the broadcasts. 
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ean Pickin’s for Chi Radio Thesps, 
But Picture Bright as Sales Center 


Chicago, Sept. 7. 

Past su.amer goes down as a 
lean one for Chicago actors who 
look to net jobs for major income. 
Pinch extended to top thesps, mans 
ot whom went roleless through the 
warm morths for the first time in 
years. Television offered few it 
any chance | to take up the slack 

C;rim fact is that Chi hasn't add- 
ed « single new coast-to-coast com 
mevclal to its production lineup so 
far in 1948 Last show in this 
calegor' was “Meet the \Mleeks,” 
tagved by Swift & Co. in November. 
1947 As an e iployment plus, it 
Was more than offset by the loss 
of ‘“lerry and the Pirates” in June 
; \fusic From the Heart of Amer- 
ic bowe. for Falstaff Brewing 
over a regional net this vear and 
“The Dave Garroway Show” sol 
the National Guard to pay its talent 
COSIS Ne.ther of these, however, 
can be classified as coast-to-coast 
commercials nor job sources tor 
dramatic ictors. “R.F.D. America” 
looked se for Ford sponsorship, 
but even so its quiz format shut it 
olf to thesps. 

In striking contrast to its pro- 
d.cuion torpor is Chi’s continued 
Vigor as a network sales center. 
Disparity can be summed up by 
cl.ing the records of one net's cen- 
trol divisio. office: to date it has 
Wrapped up slightly more than 
4), of the net’s total sales while 
ovitinating less than four hours 
per week of net commercial shows. 


Miller’s New WFIL Pact 
Philadelphia, Aug. . 31. 
LeRoy Miller, veteran’ Philly 
eariy morning radio entertainer, 
has signed’a new contract to con- 
tinue his program on WEIL for 
another two years. Although the 
tris of the agreement were not 
dvulged, Roger Clipp, general 
moinager of the Philadelphia In- 
quirer radio and TV stations, in- 
dicated that Miller will receive the 
largest compensation for any an- 
nouncer in the area on this type 
ot show. 





HEARST’S 10-YR. PACT 


WITH ABC ON COAST 


Hollywood, Sept. 7. 
Don Searle, ABC’s Western Di- 
vision v-p, and David Hearst, exec 


publishe: of the Los Angeles 


Herald-Express signed a 10-year 
mutual aid pact Thursday (2 Tie- 
up marks the fourth such agree- 
ment made in this territory 

Pact calls for news facilities of 


the paper and telecasting and racio 
outlets of net to be combined in 
cooperative coverage of public 
service events Herald - Express 
will receive air credit from web 
and ABC will get last minute news 
plus tilm and stills for its tele sta- 
tion. KECA-TY\ 

Miutual-Don Lee has a= similar 
tieup with the L. A. Examiner and 
KF with the Downtown Shopping 
News. CBS tiein with L. A. Times 
is pending FCC approval. 

ta ea Ae ‘ am 
WKRC (Cincy) Tm. Wins 

11... + ° 
Jr. Olympics 3rd Time 
Cincinnati, Sept. 7. 

Cincy’s WKRC - sponsored team 

of boys and girls won this year’s na- 
tional Junior Olympics champion- 
ship, making it three in as many 
tries. 
Track meet, held this season at 
Baldwin-Wallace University, Berea, 
O., had teams from 24 cities, most 
of them sponsored by radio sta- 
tions and newspapers as_ public 
service promotions of supervised 
sports to counteract juvenile del- 
inqueney. WKRC, which makes the 
Olympics its biggest juve promo- 
tion, sent a team of 63, selected 
from approximately 30,000 en- 
trants, to compete in the meet’s 43 
events. They piled up 200!» points 
against second-place Cleveland’s 
172. 


| 


Probe Death of N. Y. State 
Radio Exec (Ex-NBCer) 


Albany, Sept. 7. 

Ted Allen, 51, recently appoint- 
ed station relations director of the 
N. Y. state radio bureau and for 20 
years with NBC, was fouhd mur- 
dered in his room at the Capitol 
hotel here, Sunday (5). Allen was 
strangled with a “Japanese noose 
and trussed with a sheet gag 
wedged in his mouth. 

Police advanced a theory of rob- 
bery inasmuch as clothing strewn 
about the room was apparently 
ried. No money was found in the 
room. 

Allen’s wife, former actress Kath- 
erine Barnes, who phoned the ho- 
tel after he failed to return to his 
Goshen. N. Y., home, said he drew 
his first paycheck of $195, and af- 
ter paying several bills had $147. 

Coroner gave a verdict of as- 
phyxiation due to homicide. Allen 
was said to be dead between 12 and 
14. hours when found Police 
thought the trussing job was the 
work of an expert. 

Allen. a native of Marion, Mass., 
was a veteran of the first World 
War. He passed the state exam- 
ination for his present post with 
a high mark of 95. He had worked 
with the radio division of the Lan- 
don presidential campaign in 1936, 
was radio director of the Rhode 
Island state committee in 1944. He 
was with NBC between 1928 and 
1936 and was eastern manager for 
a short time 

New bureau director will be 
Miles Heberer. 


Atlanta—WABE-FM, owned and 
operated by the Atlanta Board of 
Education, is scheduled to debut 
Thursday (9) at 10 am., with Ira 
Jarrell, city public school super- 
intendent, acting as emcee. 

Walter S. Bell is station mgr.; 
A. M. Gaines, program director; 
Miss Lillian Lee, script editor; Miss 
Margaret Kilian, radio teacher; 
Miss Erluth Epting, radio teacher; 
Haskell Boyter, radio teacher and 
musical director: M. S. Alexander, 
chief engineer. WABE-FM is the 
first station in the Southeast owned 
by a school system and devoted to 
education. The station will reach 
60,000 pupils in 70 city schools and 
30,000 in 91 county schools. 
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Collyer 


|____ Cyntinued from page 23 
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while a larger -than- anticipated | 


share of the New York group 
backed Collver. 


ing factor, but giving an unlooked- 
for vote to Collyer and thus sup- 
plying him the necessary edge. 
Election of Collyer as national 
president of the union appears to 
restore the prestige he lost last 
year when defeated for reelection 
as N. Y. local prez and his con 
servative faction was ousted trom 
control of the chapter. It’s also 
viewed, at least partially, as rec 
ognition of his several years ol 
work in AFRA and poise as chal 
man of a meeting tlowever, it’s 
doubtful whether as presiding of 
ficer of the national board in the 
east, he’ll be able to dominate the 
group, as the majority is now inde- 
pendent 
Miss Payne’s election as national 
first v-p after being narrowly de- 
feated for the presidency, is a re- 
peat of two years ago, when she 
lost the top office to Carpenter by 
a single vote and was then elected 
to the second position. 
Hub Pre-Election Strategy 
Boston, Sept. 7 
Understood that betore the elec- 


tion ot officers at the AFRA con- 


vention here last week, an atlempt 
was made to swing the votes of the 
Boston delegation from Virginia 


‘Payne to Clayton Collver for the 


presidency. George Heller, national 
executive-secretary, and A. Frank 
feel, assistant, are said to have 
approached William Metzger, presi 
dent of the Boston local. with the 
pitch. Metzger reportedly nixed 
the suggestion, but in his speech 


isupporting Miss Payne he includ- 


ed a complimentary reference to 
Collyer. 

In this connection it was recalled 
that at a New York local member- 


|ship meeting last year Heller made 


a fervent speech extolling Collver's 
record as local prexy and pleading 
for his re-election. 





Wichita Falls —FCC has given 
approval to KTRN to increase its 
daytime operating power from 
1,000 to 5,000 watts. 


Apparently the | 
smaller locals were the determin- | edieeee long a hot spud in the 
| American Federation of Radio Ar- 
‘tists, got another brief going-over 
‘at the union's recent national con- 


Political Controversy’ 
Issue C s Up Among 
AFR: eet Delegates 


Boston, Sept. 7, 
The question of “political con- 


vention here. The incident in- 
volved Alan Bunce, retiring na- 
tional treasurer and a leader in 
the rightwing Artists Committee 
faction. and Leo Loevinger, attor- 
ney representing the Minneapolis 
local. 

Loevinger, on a point of personal 
privilege, appealed to the delegates 
for financial support of the U. S. 
Senatorial candidacy of Hubert 
Humphreys, mayor of Minneap- 
olis. against Joseph -Ball, incum- 
bent Senator from Minnesota. The 
Minneapolis lawyer cited Hum- 
phreys’ liberal record and Ball's 
anti-labor votes in Congress, and 
argued that the Minnesota contest 
is among the key elections to all 
union members 

Bunce immediately rose to de- 
live? an inpdssioned wartiing that 
“this is what happens when we 
allow. political discussions in 
AFRA” and demanded the adop- 
tion of resolutions reprimanding 
Loevinger and forbidding other 
‘political’ talk at the Convention. 
After some wrangling the motions 
were tabled. Loevinger later said 
he’d received about $50 in cam- 
paign donations for llumphreys. 


WKJG-NABET Stalemate 


Fort Wayne, Sept. 7. 

Negotiations between WKJG and 
members of the striking engineers 
union “have completely broken 
down” according to George Maher, 
national representative of the Na- 
tional Assn. of Broadcast Engi- 
neers and Technicians. Strike be- 
gan on Aug. 12. 

“We will try to find other jobs 
for these seven men and will not 
relinquish our claims to their jobs 
at the station,” Maher said. He in- 
dicated the union would continue 
pressing unfair labor practices 
filed by the union against the 
company with the National Labor 
Relations Beard in Chicago. 
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“WINNER TAKE ALL” 
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on CBS Tuesday nights 
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NORA DRAKE 
GIVE AND TAKE 


(All for TON] HOME PERMANENT) 


Management 


MARTIN GOODMAN 


38 EAST 57TH STREET 
NEW YORK 22, 
N. Y. 


























¥ EMCEE of 





“WINNER TAKE ALL” 


on CBS Monday through Friday and 
Sunday nights 


* Starting my own 
daily transcribed show 
fer ANACIN and KOLYNOS 
OCTOBER i8 
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Registration Resolution at Local 802 


Seen Hitting Blues in Coming Election 





Annual bylaws meeting of New + 


York Local 802 of the American | 
Federation of Musicians takes | 


place Sept. 13. And in view of the | 
expected bitterness of the looming 
Dec. 2 election, consideration of 
the proposed resolutions § and 
amendments takes on added sig- 
nificance. 

Majority of the ideas submitted 
for consideration dre related to the 
forthcoming elections, most of 
them sponsored by opposition to 
the reigning Blue ticket and de- 
signed to restrict its chances of 
continuing in office. For example, 
one resolution will ask that the 
local’s balloting preliminaries be 
revised to parallel governmental 
practices. It’s asked that 802 mem- 
bers be forced to register during 
the entire month of October. 

Since a goodly number of 802 
members travel, the advantage of 
such a rule is obvious. It would 
increase the chances of a lower 
vote, and apparently increase the 
possibility that the Blues would be 
upset. Local’s bylaws do not al- 
low for absentee balloting and 
many members do not vote because 
they are out of 802’s jurisdiction 
on voting day. But by installing a 
registration system, the chances of 
restricting the vote are doubled. 
This figures to help the Blue op- 
position, composed mostly of older 
musicians who don’t travel much. 

Another resolution is one that 
the Blue men like. It calls for 
every candidate for a place on 802’s 
elections slates to sign affidavits 
denying membership in or connec- 
tion with communist activities. 


London Label Issues 
Disk Premiums To 
Push Retail Sales 


London record label is institut- 
ing merchandising ideas designed 
to quicken the interest of retail 
store owners and clerks alike in 
pushing its imported disks. One 
idea being put into practice gives 
a counter owner a premium of an 
extra disk for every 10 sold, and 
another awards 25c to clerks for 
every album sold. 

First involves the selling of 12- 
inch disks, which retail at $2 and 
are a problem to sell singly. Lon- 
don is packaging 12-inch recordings 
of “Emperor Waltz’ music (both 
sides) in a counter dispenser. There 
will be 10 disks in a box, but actu- 
ally the dealer will get 11, the 
extra one representing the pre- 
mium. 


Second plan involves a 12-inch 
Strauss Waltz album. This sells at 
$7 plus tax and for every one sold 
the clerk involved cuts a quarter 
out of the price for himself. Lon- 
don stands the premium, of course. 


London also is issuing a new 
series. Under a black iabel, the 
company is launching an interna- 
tional line, the initial release con- 
isting of eight German, two 
Hench, two Spanish, one Italian 
ané one Polish disks. They all 
were recorded in Europe and will 
sell for $1 plus tax. These are in 
addition to 17 Irish-made Rex label 
singles and the Scotch Bel-Tona 
a the company is issuing in the , 
. &. 


SETTLE ‘TRUE’ SUIT 
IN N.Y. ON RIGHTS 


Legal action between Biltmore 
Music and Ben Edwards Music 
over varying. rights te the tune, 
“You Can’t Be True, Dear,’ were 
settled last week and the suit 
withdrawn from N. Y. federal 
court. Biltmore asserts the settle- 
ment involved the payment by Ed- 
ward of an undisclosed amount of 
damages and the withdrawal from 
the market of two editions of the 
song published by Edwards. 

“True” is a German melody con- 
trolled in the U. S. by the Alien 
Property Custodian. Both firms 
had licenses to publish it in the 
U. S. Biltmore’s allowed it to print 
arrangements of the song and make 
up new lyrics. Edwards license 
Rave it the right only to publish 
the original verbatim and add 
lyrics. Biltmore complained that 
Edwards encroached upon its rights 
by publishing its own arrangement 
and. fiied-suit. .- wi 








Manie Sacks’ ‘Tip’ 


They’re still ribbing Manie 
(Smash - Your - Baggage -Suh!) 
Sacks, the Columbia Recording 
veepee, over a little misunder- 
standing with Jack Benny 
upon the star’s return from 
Europe. Music Corp. of Amer- 
ica has asked its distinguished 
alumnus—Sacks used to be a 
10°cer before he went straight 
to Columbia—to expedite the 
important client’s customs rou- 
tine, since Sacks knew most 
of the boys. 

Things went so smoothly at 
the pier that the grateful Ben- 
ny gave Sacks a $20 pourboire. 
The Col exec had all he could 
do to say no politely. 


RCA Tees Price 
Cut Week to Rid 
Shelves of Disks 


RCA-Victor hopes to give dis- 
tributors, dealers and itself an op- 








hirvrda ‘ning in. 
in 


Rete ere iter +e 
portunity t6 move surcen 


ventory out of the way of fall and 


Xmas buving with what it calls 
“RCA - Victor Value Week.” Dur- 
ing the five-day period beginning 
Monday (13) record fans will be 
given the opportunity to purchase 
certain disks at 50° off the usual 
retail price, 10-inch platters nor- 
mally in the 75e class going for 
35c. or three for $1. 

Disks involved are 100 selected 


“cut-out records in the popular, 
country, western and_ blues” 
classes And Victor emphasizes 


that the sale is to run no more 
than five days, that dealers are to 
revert to full price Saturday (18) 
morning. 

Distribs and dealers already 
overloaded with inventory are not 
good buyers. It'll also give them 
the opportunity, RCA points out, to 
compete momentarily with price- 
cutting rivals. 

RCA is preparing national ad- 
vertising coverage to herald the 
sale. 


TOMMY DORSEY SET 





mam place. 


FOR N-Y. PENN. HOTEL 


Tommy Dorsey's orchestra will 
open at the Cafe Rouge, Pennsyl- 
vania hotel, New York, Sept. 29 
for six weeks. Date is Dor- 
sey’s first in a major N. Y. hotel 
in about five years due to the fact 
that wartime operating costs and 
hotel salary quotations were too 
far apart. His last N. Y. hotel run, 
incidentally, was at the same spot. 
All other dates in N. Y. since oc- 
curred at the now defunct 400 
Club, which did business only with 
T.D. It passed out of the picture 
more than two years ago. 


- T.D. has been talking with the 
Penn's managing director, James 


V. McCabe, for weeks about work- | 


ing the spot. Dorsey assertedly 
was asking $4,000 weekly, which 


would represent a loss of coin for 


him, and McCabe had offered at 
one time as high as $3,600 against 
a percentage. The final agreement 
is undisclosed. 

In addition to Dorsey, the Penn 
was talking with Vaughn Monroe, 
whose large outfit (about 33 peo- 
ple) would have cost much more 
to operate in the Cafe Rouge than 
the latter would have paid, But 
Monroe could not wait too long 
and went ahead setting fall dates 
more than a week ago. 

Dorsey's booking into the Penn 
gives that spot its first top name 
in that music style in several years. 
It has regularly been using 
Frankie Carle and other outstand- 
ing b.o. bands of that ilk, and fill- 
ing in with medium names. 

Originally, the Penn opening 
date was either Sept. 23 or 29. 
N. Y.’s trucking strike is delaying 
materials being used to redecorate 
the Cafe Rouge. Date is now 
definite as the 29th, however. This 
will allow T.D. to play the first of 
two previously scheduled weeks at 
the Totem Pole Ballroom, outside 


wees s utsestope s He. opens Seple Z2. 2... 80s. mages ang, bug sisters, 


REICHHOLD, BARKEEPS 
IN BEER GARDEN TiFF 


Detroit, Sept. 7. 

Detroit came near losing its sym- 
phony orchestra Friday (3) be- 
leause of the bartenders union. 
|Henry H. Reichhold, the musical 
| organization's angel, tangled with 
ithe union over the necessity of 
‘hiring bartenders for is new 
,$10,000 beer garden at t State 
'Fair Grounds. The verbal flareup 
lasted an hour and was settled only 





Transcribers Pull Switch on AFM, Ask 
Scale Cut; Associated to Wax Abroad 





That Selling Job 


Opinion of many recording 
men, that sales were hurt as 
much during the slump by the 
inability or refusal of retail 





when the plastics king threatened | 
to disband the Detroit Symph and | 
board up the Music Hall. 


Reichhold built the beer garden | 
to help defray costs of the free | 
concerts the orchestra has put on/| 
at the fair grounds bandshell this 
summer. Said a Rechhold spokes- 
man: 

“Representatives of the union 
said that we would have to employ | 
union bartenders or they would 
pull the other unions off the job! 
and throw a picket line around the 


“T told them this was strictly a 
non-profit enterprise, and _ the 
drinks would be dispensed by our | 
ushers. The union men said that | 
didn’t make any difference. 


“T told them we would not sell 
beer, but would continue to sell 
soft drinks, as we have been doing 
on a smaller scale since the open- 
ing of the summer concerts. The 
union representatives said we 
would still have to hire bartend- 
ers.” 

A picket line was thrown around 
the beer garden. Carpenters and | 
electricians were called off, and} 
truck drivers refused to deliver 
beer, soft drinks and potato chips. 

When Reichhold arrived on the 
scene he went into a huddle with | 
union execs, and a quick agree- 
ment was reached after a _ short! 
but stormy session. The ushers, 
mostly Wayne students, were taken 
into the union as apprentice wait- 
ers at $5.25 a night. 


Disk, Sheet Sales 


Continue to Rise 


Record and _ sheet-music_ sales 
continue to improve. Though 
music publishers are forthright in 
asserting that music sales are 
rapidly resuming a postwar norm 
(as distinguished from the wartime 
level), recording men are far more 
cautious. They’re not saying much 
more than that business looks bet- 
ter and they hope it continues. 


Meanwhile, recording factories 
are taking on personnel. RCA-) 
Victor rehired many two weeks 
ago, and last week Columbia Rec- | 
ords recalled many employees to) 
its Bridgeport factory after they | 
had been laid off bast spring when 
the bottom dropped out of sales. 


Columbia attribytes part of its 
increased production demands to 
the Long-Playing disks it intro- | 
duced two months ago, plus the 
anticipated Xmas buying, which) 
should start within four to six | 
weeks. 


JACK MARSHARD KILLED 
IN MASS. AUTO CRASH 


Jack Marshard, manager and. 
owner of a half interest in Vaughn | 
Monroe's’. orchestra, was killed | 
early Sunday (5) morning in an 
auto crash near Boston, where he 
lived. Marshard was on his way | 
home from Manchester, N. H., | 
when he apparently fell asleep at | 
the wheel of his car and it went 
out of control, smashing into a 
roadside obstruction. 

Marshard, a drummer originally, 
and later a bandleader, is credited 
with having brought Monroe into 
the limelight. He used the singer, 
then a trumpeter around Boston, 
in his own band and in other units 
he booked. He first put Monroe up 
as a bandleader at the head of a 
small combo at the Ten Acres, near 
Boston, and from there Monroe 
came to the attention of Willard 
Alexander, whose New York office 
now books the leader. 

Funeral for Marshard, who was 
38, was held in Boston yesterday 
(Tuesday) and both Monroe and 
Alexander attended. Monroe’s band 
opened the same night at The 
Meadows, suburban Boston spot 
owned by him in conjunction with 
Marshard and a third group. 

He leaves a widow, two young 
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clerks te do a selling job as 
anything else, is seemingly 
substantiated by the exchange 
between a buyer and seller in 
a N. Y. store last week. 


Customer asked for a par- 
ticular pop disk. Clerk an- 
swered, “But, that’s a $1 rec- 
ord.” Buyer retorted, “I 
didn’t ask you how much it 
was, I asked for the record.” 


Disk men have felt all along 
that the wartime demand for 
and shortage of disks created 
a seller’s market to the point 
where old clerks forgot how 
to sell and new ones never 
learned. They point out that 
in prewar days a disk buyer 
would be offered everything 
from needles to large com- 
binations. Currently, a cus- 
tomer gets the sort of selling 
job done on him as cited 
above. 


* Andy Wiswell, 








Valando Offered 


Ownership Deal 
On Barton Firm 


Ben Barton, trying to straighten 
out the tangled affairs of his Bar- 
ton Music, has offered the firm to 
Tommy Valando, operator of the 
Laurel Music, 
on a deal that would give Valando 
51° of the stock in the company 
in exchange for possibly bringing 
it back to an even keel. Conversa- 
tions with Valando started while 
Barton was in New York a couple 
of weeks ago and have been con- 
tinuing by phone. 

There are two sides to the story 
of the offer, however. Michael Hal- 
perin, of Wilzin & Halperin, Bar- 
ton’s attorneys, states that such a 
move would entail Valando’s post- 
ing a certain amount of coin in 
exchange for a controlling interest. 
Valando denies that, asserting that 
Barton’s idea was for him to take 
over and operate, and assume the 
controlling interest without any 


| investment. 


Meanwhile, Marty Symes and 
Johnny Farrow, who were said last 
week to have stymied Barton’s own 


attempt to reactivate the company | 


by refusing to accept (along with 
Henry Levine, a third major debt- 
or) a 75% settlement, deny they 


rejected the offer. They state that | 
' they want 100° of the coin Barton | 
' owes them as royalties on their hit | 
“I Have But One Heart.” 
| But, they say, they had agreed to Varsity label a verbal pasting on 


tune, 


v.p. and record- 
jing director of Associated Program 
Service, leaves for Europe next 
Wednesday (15) on the Queen 
{Mary to establish a beachhead for 
ithe recording of transcription ma- 
\terial needed by his firm. Wiswell 
ifollows representatives of Lang- 
|worth and Standard, two other 
major transcription firms, into 
‘areas not controlled or not in 
|}agreement with the American Fed- 
‘eration of Musicians recording ban. 
| Langworth and Standard reps 
had gone to England for their 
material. But last week’s stoppage 
by the British Musicians Union of 
all recording of music with U. S. 
/nmames, and the making of back- 
ground music for them, put a 
crimp in their plans. Wiswell won’t 
say to which country he’s headed 
to do his work, but Belgium, Switz- 
erland, France and other countries 
,are all likely points. 

Wiswell’s sailing makes it obvi- 
ous that the recent meetings be- 
tween the transcription companies 
and the AFM came to naught. As 
a matter of fact, the transcribers 
pulled a switch on James C. Pe- 
trillo during their conversations. 
Not only did they flatly reject the 
proffered Petrillo-Milton Diamond 
plan of continuing to pay record- 
ing royalties to the AFM through 
the Guaranty Trust Co.,—but they 
asked for a reduction in recording 
rates. 

Transcribers insisted. that they 
were being discriminated against, 
that the last raise in scale jumped 
their music costs 50° whereas the 
straight recording rates went up 
only 3712%. They pointed out that 
once the transcribers’ music costs 
were pegged at $30 for three 
hours; then it went up to $18 an 
hour with a limit of 15 minutes of 
recording in any one hour, plus 
$12 an hour overtime. Then the 
AFM hiked the ‘rates to $27 an 
hour, $18 an hour for overtime 
with the same 15 minutes of musie 
restrictions in any one hour. 

Transcribers insist that that 
jump as against the hike given the 
pop recorders, which went up to 
$41.25 for three hours with a mini- 
mum of four sides, was discrimina- 
tion. They claim that Petrillo was 
slapping at radio stations which 
exist on recorded music, both pop 
and transcribed, when the rates 
they pay were transcribed. They 
asked for a reduction. 

Petrillo explained to them that 
before any moves could be made 
the AFM’s executive board would 
have to be polled, by mail. But, he 
also warned them that it was un- 
likely any rate reduction would be 
forthcoming. 


Chi Jockey | Scores 
Oberstein Label For 
| ‘Copying’ Hit Disks 


Ernie Simon, WJJD disk jockey, 
handed Eli Oberstein’s new 39c. 








accept 75% with the proviso that one of his recent programs. He 


they be paid the remaining 25% 


raked the new company over the 


within an undetermined period of coals in a long session for allegedly 


| time, or be given stock in Barton copying the arrangements of hit 
in lieu of cash. They state Barton records marketed by 
agreed to this proposition at one minor 


major and 


companies alike and in 


meeting and they never heard from every way endeavoring to confuse 


him again. 


LEEDS PAYS 56 FOR 6 





TUNES JUST TO GET 1 


Leeds Music paid $5,000 for six of 


tunes owned by the Jack John- 
Songs will Same song; Louis Jordan’s Decca 


stone Music company. 
be moved into the Duchess catalog, 


record buyers into believing that 
/what they were getting for 39c. 
/was actuall. the orginal hit version 
of a song. 

Simon spent a long time playing 
snatches of such things as the 
Doris Day-Buddy Clark recording 
“Love Somebody,” then spin- 
ning the Varsity version of the 


disking of “Run, Joe,’ the com- 


a Leeds subsidiary affiliated with Paring it with Oberstein’s, etc. He 


Broadcast Music, Inc., 
Johnstone was hooked uf. 
does not in any way 
Johnstone-Montei firm, 


with which 
Deal 
affect the 

another 
BMI affiliate, which Johnstone op- 


got plenty nasty, too, in his ex- 


coriating. 





Oberstein Laffs: it Off 
Oberstein laughs off Simon's at- 


erates in the east and Montei heads tack, which he hadn't known about, 


west. 

Songs involved in the 
are “Why Does It Have 
on Sunday,” ‘Double - 


switch 
to Rain during the month of August his 
Jack,’ new company shipped 438,000 disks 


with the old 
boost” line. 


“every knock is a 
He points out that 


“Speed Ball, ” “Can It Ever Be the and, due to added production facili- 


Same,” “You Gotta Go” 
timental Serenade.” 
caused the deal. Lou Levy, 


“Sunday” 


and “Sen- ties at the Meriden, Conn., 


Leeds 


Sonora 
plant, plus his new California 
plant, a 650,000 total is possible 


and Duchess head, wanted the tune this month. 


and bought all the others in order ) 
was worked ‘ness since mid-July and so far has 
Johnstone earlier this year been selling its product mainly to 


to get it: “Sunday” 
on by 


and recordings are available. 


Varsity label has been in busi- 


large chaiua stores, such as Mont- 


Duchess will ¢> to work on it im- gomery-Ward, Sears-Roebuck, Nei- 


| mediately. . 
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Helen Ferrest “Whai Did I De”’- 
“] Love You Mueh Too Much” 


(M-G-M). Ome of the most unique 
sides to roll out in many a moon is 
Miss Forrest's version of “What 
Did I Do,” from “When My Baby 
Smilies at Me.” She collabs with 
Hareld Mooney’s excellent back- 
grounding to turn a performance 
that wilt get maximum jock and 
juke coverage. Few singers can 
take a song apart and rebuild it the 


way Miss Forrest does—when the 
tune is right tor her. She does it 
admirably here Reverse is 25- 


watt im compartson, though it’s 
done well enough. 

Ella Fitzgerald “It's Too Soon to 
Know’-“I Can't Go On Without 
You” (Deeca). First side, at least, 
is the disk about which there has 
been so much conversation on Dec- 
eas use of musicians back- 
ground, in defiance of the AFM’s 
disk ban. Wherever it was made, 
Miss Fitzgerald has a winner. She 
works all of her great ability into 
a fine meloacy (written by an ama- 
teur) and racks up a performance 
that’s sure to hit the jocks and 
ukes. Flipower is nicely done, too, 
a it won't figure. 


ane 
as 


Anne Shelton “Galway Bav’- 
“Greensleeves” ‘London’. Britain's 
top song for months, “Galway Bay” 


has a fine melodic quality Not 
eften do British clicks repeat in 
the U. S., but this Irish standard 


hes a great chance to do just that 
Miss Shelton’s performance is a bit 
stiff. but the side nevertheless 
has all the potentials to launch the 
the song in the U. S. She's assisted 
by the Wardour Singers and Ray 
tobertson’s orchestra. “Green- 


sleeves” hasn't much to recommend 
ii: Jay Wilbur conducts the back- 
ground 

George Paxton “Whisper a Word 
of Love’-“Curse of An Aching 
Heart” (M-G-M). Two swell sides 
bv Paxton’s colorful instrumenta- 


tion. First is the initial release of 


an adaptation of Massenet's Medi- 
tation from Thais “vith Ivrie 
by Harold Rome. It's Hit Parade 


stuff. and Paxton’'s verston packs a 
juke and jock wallop. Dick Merrick 
vocals. Reverse makes this disk a 
double threat. Band's arrangement 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By Bernie Woods 








of the standard is alse a solid bet. 
Moving in a swell dance tempo, the 
tune is wrapped in a b.o. arrange- 
ment ealling for novelty choral 
work embroidered by excellent full 
band and solo musicianship. 

Jaek Smith “A Carnival in 
Venice”-“‘In the Market Place of 
Old Monterey” (Capitol). Sengs of 


the “Venice” sort are pushovers 
for Smith’s b.o voice Backed 
by the Clark Sisters and Frank 


Contimued on page 41) 
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VARIETY 


Brit. Musicians Union 
Pacts Ratcliffe as Sec. 


London, Sept. 7. 


In the largest poll in the history 
of the union, 


the Musicians Union. Ratcliffe, who 
was formerly assistant general sec- 
retary. received 5,561 votes, and 
Newton Brooke 3,800. 

After his election Friday (3), 
Ratclifle declared he was opposed 
to freezing of wages, and at the 
Trades Union Congress at Margate 


intended to plead for a statutory 
minimum wage. “‘Many musicians 


are working on a mere subsistence 
level,’ he said 


New York local 802 of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians has 
been doing its utmost during re- 
cent weeks to catch AFM members 
in the act of making recordings in 
defiance of the disk ban. Local is 
constantly being tipped as to the 
site and time of recording dates in- 
volving members, but so far has 
been unsuccessful in apprehending 


any cardholders who might have 
been involved. 
Loeal, however, claims to have 





__LartETY \() Best Sellers on Com-Machines. “7”. °*"".°. 


2. IT’S MAGIC (16) (Witmark) 


MY HAPPINESS (16) (Blase 


12TH STREET RAG (3) (Sha 


9. LOVE SOMEBODY (11) (K 
LONG WAY FROM ST. LOt 


RAMBLING ROSE (Laurel) 


COOL WATER (American) 


UNDERNEATH THE ARCHES 


PUT °EM IN BOX (Remick) 

AH BUT IT HAPPENS (Beurne) 
BLUEBIRD OF HAPPINESS (T. 
MAHARAJAH OF MAGIDOR (5 


CONFESS (Oxferd) 


EVERY DAY I LOVE YOU (Har 
RUN, JOE, RUN (Preview) 


? PHEEFHHHSFHSHSHEFSEFHEHFFSSFFFHSFEFPESEE FHSS SFSESOSSCDESOS+DOOSD 


3 
4. YOU CALL EVERYBODY DARLING (>) (Mayfair) 
5 
6 


1, TREE IN MEADOW (5) (Shapire-B) 


\ 
i 


a 


0) 


piro-B) 


MAYBE YOU'LL BE THERE (5) (BVC) 
. HAIR OF GOLD (3) (Mellin) 
8. YOU CAN’T BE TRUE DEAR (21) (Biltmere) 


ramer-W.) D. Day-B. Clark Columbia 

TES (1) (Jewe?) Ray McKinley......,... Victor 
Coming U 

OMNES Jp 

{ Perry Como Victor 

TiO we Sete A 2 Tony Pastor 2... Columbia 

Vaughn Monroe........ Victor 

NE 6 AL iene ine bs haan 

wc ik cach dh RAE oa to King Cole wereyrerirG = 

Sees wheal Reema Frankie Laine.........Mercury 

De NNN S30 Siok csi ose Vinee Bee BeOOney 2. oo ceids M-G-M 

Tutual) Vaughn Monroe ....... Victor 

{ Patti Page TTS i cat 

eee eee Re eee re ee 1 Jimmy Dorsey MGM 

eek a ee . | Dick Haymes Warr eee ye Decca 

130 BOM OPN nos ban etxi Capitol 

bf aon ke RO aRn Css fear areetaa ae bce hoa LOUD: JOTEGR ii6 issey Decca 


[Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.] 


Margaret Whiting...... Capitol 
Dick Haymes Decca 
Doris Day Columbia 
Jon & Sondra Steele Damon 
Pied® Pipers .. Capitol 
Al Trace ots r6s a eee 
Pee Wee Hunt Capitol 
Gordon Jenkins Decca 


Harmonicats Universal 


Griffin-Wayne Rondo 


ee eT SS AAA AAAAADAAAAAAAADAAAAAAAAAA Abba bbb 


BGS SHG SSF FSGS FF SFSFSFSFSF SSF FFF SF FFE FESS SCHESSEESH SE 6 EFS SCHESSSSCSESOSEEECESCESCESCELCSCCSO 


,; to take him 


'AFM Led a Merry Chase Nowhere 
Tn Attempt to Snarl Disk-Ban Defi 


Hardie Ratcliffe has | 
been elected general secretary of | 


fairly substantial proof of various 
methods being used to duck the 
ban. It’s asserted that many dates 
have been done from _ remote 
points, via telephone lines to re- 
cording equipment. It knows of at 
least one instance in which a ban- 
beating combination worked frem 
a small Long Island town site (it’s 
not certain whether the music 
came from a hall or private home) 
connected by phone lines with a 
N. Y. turntable. 

Al Knopf. 802’s liaison with re- 
cording manufacturers, is most 
active on the trail of the recording 
He suspects that many of the tips 
that have come to 802 are blind 
trails. When he or other 802 reps 
show up at appointed times and 
studios, the birds have flown the 
coop, either because they them- 
selves were tipped off or because 
the original calls were bad steers 
or his cohorts out of 
the vicinity of the actual record- 
ing sites. 

According to 802 execs, the first 
AFM members caught disking in 
defiance of the union’s ban will get 
the book thrown at them, to serve 
examples. 


Glen Isle Casino 
Decides to Retrench 
Glen Island Casino, New 
chelle, N. Y., which hasn't done 
too well this season, will cut its 
bandstand entertainment to a small 
band for the final two or three 
weeks of the season. Jose Melis’ 
eight-man outfit and a girl singer 
take over from the current Hal 
MeIntyre crew Sunday (12). 


Ro- 


slen Isle used name bands all 
through the season, except for one 
period, when it brought in Vie Da- 
mone wit! Charlie Fiske’s orches- 
tra. While weekend business was 
good, midweek b.o. sagged and the 
former did not make up for the 
latter. 


Jerry Keit named professional 
manager at Crawford Music, N. Y. 
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HAVE YOU HEARD 


Sing: 





| DON'T CARE 


HIS OWN COMPOSITION, HIS FIRST 
VOCAL; A SURPRISE COMBINATION. 


Backed by a completely new treatment 
of TICO TICO 


No. 15233 


D 12 





LIBERACE | 


(pronounced Liber-AH-chee) 


p 


CURRENTLY STARRING PALMER HOUSE, CHICAGO 


Persenel Menager: 
‘GEORGE LIBERACE 





omaha . 





Publicity: 
W. STEPHAN EPPLE 
and Associates 


M.C.A. 


TREET RAG 


6000 NOTES IN TWO MINUTES, AS 
FEATURED IN RIPLEY’S, “BELIEVE 
iT OR NOT.”’ 


On Signalre Records 


Backed by the spectacular 
MALAGUENA 
No. 15240 











Direction: 


ARTISTS, LTD. 
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On the Upbeat 


New York 
With its Cascades Roof Garden 
closing Sept. 18, Hotel Biltmore 
reopens its Bowman Room Sept. 20 


with Russ Mergan’s band. Harold 
Nagel’s outfit, current at the Cas- 


cades, will also move into the Bow- 
man Room Bernie Cummins 
orch, which opened at the Hotel 


New York’s Terrace Room, July 29, 
holds through Oct. 6. 

Horace Heidt added banjoist to 
his band; he’s Pat Theriault... Re- 
gent Records bought group of mas- 


ters of Freddie (Schnickelfritz' 
Fisher, among them a version of 
“12th Street Rag” .. Modern- 
aires switched to Music Corp. of 
America management Ella 
Fitzgerald sails Sept. 15 on Queen 
Mary for British dates ... Apollo 
Records now distributing Band- 


wazon Records out of N. Y. as weil 
as half dozen other labels... Mil- 
ton Karle, recovered from illness, 
due back in N. Y. to resume pub- 
licity business .. . Charles Spivak 
sailed Sunday (5) for four-weck 
eruise to South America... Lionel 
Hampton suffering with eve infeec- 
tion in San Francisco. 


‘closed season 


Chicaze 


Carl Vincent, rhumba maestro, 
takes over Monday nite celeb ses- 
sions at Rio Cabana, Sept. 15 
Gray Gordon, former bandleader, 
joins General Artists in cocktail 
dept Pee Wee Hunt slated for 
Rag Doll, Oct. 12 Catherine La 
Luntas joined contract dept. at 
GAC Sammy Kaye does a one- 
weeker, starting Oct. 14, at River- 
side theatre, Milwaukee Walnut 
Room at Hotel Bismarck holding 
over whole show for three more 
weeks, including Billy Bishop orch, 
dancers Florence and Frederic and 


singer Alice Mann Will Osborne 
opens Marine Dining room at 
Edgewater, Fri., Sept. 10 . Duke 


Ellington set for one-nighters for 
three weeks, teeing off at In- 
dianapolis, Sept. 26 . Miguelito 
Valdes back into Carnival, Min- 
neapolis, Oct. 14, for two weeks 

Laverne Wolf of William Morris 
Agency vacationing in Australia 

Al Morgan returns to Helsing’s, 
Sept. 3 Sovereign hotel starting 
Wednesday nite rhumba sessions 
with Lucia Garcia China Doll 














The Disc Jockeys Pick— 


LOUIS JORDAN 


AND HIS TYMPANY FIVE 
Decca Record No. 24448 
Another PREVIEW Hit 














Words and Music by 


BERNIE WAYNE 


BEN RALEIGH 


YOU WALK BY 


WALKIN’ WITH 
MY SHADOW 








opening postponed until Sept. 17. 


with Alvine Rey in for two week 
option . Henry Busse at Lookout 
House, Covingion, Ky., for four 
weeks, starting Oct. 11 Shirley 


Leonard, former secretary to Irwin 
Berke, Shapiro - Bernstein, now 
disk-jockeying over WAIT, every 
morn, on “House of Friendship” 
program Nick Esposito sextet 
held over until Oct. 1, at Snack 
Bar of Forest Park hotel, St. Louis. 


Pittsburgh 
Dorsey’s band plays a 
at West View Park, 
(9 Stan Kenton, 
whose jazz concert broke house 
record at Syria Mosque for that 
tvpe of event last season, is coming 
hack for another try Oct. 21, un- 
der auspices this time of Saul 
Heller, Cleveland impresario 
Phil Brito opens Saturday (11) at 
Ankara, where Harry Walton orch 
has replaced the Madhatters 
Darryl Campbell, trumpeter former- 
lv with Tony Pastor and Baron 
Elliott, has joined house band” at 
Casino theatre under Luke Riley 
Max Tarshis, singing pianist, 
has switched from Mercur’s Music 
Bar to Copa Baron Elliott orch 
at Kennywood Park 


Tommy 
one-nighter 
Thursday 


and Tommy Carlyn outfit at West 
View After six weeks between 
Trianon and Aragon in Chicago, 


arivn will goon location at Hotel 
in Milwaukee 


t 
Schroedet 


taal 

Johnny Moore’s Three Blazers 
set for week at Million Dollar thea- 
tre, starting Sept. 21. Group will 
pay for extra acts on bill and take 
50-50 cut of gross . Freddy Mar- 
tin band inked for week of Sept. 16 
at Earle theatre, Philly, thence to 
three-week date at Strand, N.Y.., 
opening Oct. 1 Benny Carter's 


new seven-piece combo will open 
new Frisco nitery: Cafe Society 
Uptown, with four-week _ stand, 


starting Sept. 23. 





Harry James to Skip 
NE Territory on Tour 


Harry orchestra doesn't 
come into the northeastern terri- 
tory in the eastern swing he begins 
early next month. Band works 
eastward from the Coast into the 
Chicago territory, 
| for an Oct. 
State Fair, Dallas, then picks up 
additional one-nighters early in 
| November in Mobile, Chattanooga, 
Birmingham, etc., and heads back 
west. 


James’ 


James opens at the Palladium, | 


| Hollywood, late in November. If 
‘he had not accepted the Dallas date 
\it’s probable he would 
worked into the northeastern ter- 
ritory. 


Larry Barnet Back 


Larry Barnet returned to N.Y. 
last week from six weeks in Eng- | 
land during which he made pre- | 
liminary moves in the plan to ex- | 
pand Music Corp. of America’s 
London office. MCA is bent on 
enlarging its act department and 
establishing a band division in 
Britain, but the former will take 
precedence over the band angle 
since it is a much larger field. 





Barnet will stay in N.Y. for at | 
least eight weeks before heading 
to the Coast. 














Atiention— 


ORCHESTRAS! 
CIRGUSES! 
CARNIVALS! 


Avoid Timetables 


Also easily converted 
house cars. All Types. 
for list today. Priced 


420 LEXINGTON AVE., NEW YORK 








Buses for immediate delivery! —— 


where you desire at a low 


CONSOLIDATED BUS & EQUIPMENT G9. 


Travel when and 


cosf, 
to sales coaches or 
i oe 


CITY MURRAY HILL 3-9297 


then goes south . 
16 opening at the Texas | 
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Survey of retail sheet music S £ | % 1§ | 8 S 

sales, based on reports obtained 3 oO = |Z eS oi 

from leading stores in 12 cities, £ = o1% Hy 6 % = 
and showing comparative sales - s/&/o 210 /a1¢ r 
pier 5 | 2 Sia lists] % (= 10 

rating for this and last week. c| oa = els>lelelisi Ele 
E|¢ eleliSlifisielisisisit 
2; (fie lB SIsSisiei2138)/8)4 
GiVTIZISE(S (aie lei alsiel|& 

Week Ending (l2l2lcleiflzle/7e/3l3 
National ee n ing alFl6lZle lela /8) 2) el z1% 4 
Rating S ‘Sle lslPlele tl elei-i sl ala 
ept. 4 Pieieiei</e/ 8/818 /s/<) es] 
This Last ilzle|s|$i s/2is/s/s}/2)2 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher izgivia@isialinia#!l!&Eiainliat#zi Ss 
1 1 “Tree in the Meadow” (Shapiro-B) 1 2 1 1 a 1 1 1 1 1 2 ;. aS 
2 4° “You Call Darling” (Mayfair) , eee eS ee he A a ee eo ae 
3 3 “My Happiness” (Blasco). i © S 82 eS 2 es SS Be: he Se Ce 
4 #2 “It’s Magic” (Witmark) - -. 2 @ © 8:2 8 2 = 2 2 oe 
5 5S “You Can't Be True” (Biltmore). 7 4 .. 6 2 7 5S .. 5 7 6 3 S58 
6 6 “Love Somebody” (Kramer-W).... 6 6 5 5 6 = «5 eo F ¢£ 24 6 OS 
7 +8 “Maybe You'll Be There” (Triangle) 5 7 6 7 .. 6_ “4 © € Tt & 
8A 7. “It Only Happens” (Berlin) re Ow cast ee eee we we 
‘8B 10 “Blue Bird Happiness” | (T. B. Harms) Ek = a arr 8 a nn — an 
9 #9 “Confess” (Oxford) ES Sr ee ee . —:... . 
10. 12 “Underneath Arches” (Robbins)... 8 ........ oe ae aie ic, aks 
11 7 ~ “Woody Woodpecker” (L eeds) a ee ee aca” ck eSereee 
so Is “Put ’Em in a Box (Re mick). Rey a 9 10 ~ ar a =e 
13... “Hair of Gold” Robert) Swap: & 8 rc : ee ne en ee a 





























5. B Cites Statute 
Limits Suit on Song 


Songwriter D. 
Sloan waited too long to start his 
infringement suit against Shapiro- 
Bernstein, the publisher charged 
last week according to answers 
| filed in N. Y. federal court. Hence 
| the action should be tossed out on 
the grounds it’s voided by the 
statute of limitations 


Ste rling 


in late 1947, claimed S-B 
had allegedly intringed upon his 
18-year-old number, “The Sun 
Shines Bright Again for You and 
Me,” in the defendant’s “Moonlight 
on the Colorado.’ Publisher en- 
tered a general denial and asked 
for dismissal of the suit. 


Sloan, 


Midwest Dancery Ops To 


Mull ASCAP Pact Revise 


Chicago, Sept. 7. 


Plans for _ revising present 
ASCAP licensing agreements will 


be presented at the Midwestern 
Ballroom Operators Assn. annual 
convention meeting here Sept. 21- 
22. Ops will try to get down- 
ward sealed contract, claiming biz 
is off and expenses up. 

Also an the agenda is BMI 
censing, which MBOA has not, 
a body, okayed as yet. 


li- 


as 





Murray Wizell Music has estab- 
lished Los Angeles and Chicago 
branches, Danny Cameron handling 
the former and Lou Butter the Chi 
bri ane h 





Richard Himber’s new developn 


ances lists tunes in the survey, base 


They are compiled on the basis of 
'2 points for sustaining vocal; 2 fo 
for local commercial vocal; 4 for n 


have | 











“RAV Logging System 


vent in logging broadcast perform. | 
d on four major network schedules. | 


1 point for sustaining instrumental: 


r local commercial instrumental; 3 | 
et commercial instrumental; 6, net- | 


work commercial vocal. + indicates film excerpt. * stage excerpt. 
Week of August 27-September 2 
Total 

| Song Publisher Pts. 
|A Tree In the Me: EE ee ET ee 334 

| Everyday I Love You—*“Two Guys From Texas’ ‘—Harms 307 

+ This Is the Moment—7*‘‘Lady In Ermine’’—Miller ............... 283 
It’s Magic—*‘‘Romance On High Seas’—Witmark ............... 205 | 
| Beyond the Sea—Chappell TOR: RE ce eee 179 | 
| Hair of Gold—Robert PRES as RCRA i >.5 eet «a eee i a a 
Love Somebody—Kramer-Whitney ..............ccccccuececuces 170 | 
os ou pI te WK 4 « sl Aaa ae Cae abe ss CON 160 | 
| You Call Everybody Darlin—Mayfair 144 

| Rambling Rose—Laurel 137 | 
| Maybe You'll Be There—Triangle ................. 135 | 
| Bluebird of Happiness—T. B. Harms ............... 131 

| Put Em In Box—Remick ..............5...csccceces 130 
|My Happiness—Blasco ......... ........cscecccesss 107 
It Only Happens—* “Easter Parade’’—Berlin ...... 105 
P.S. I Love You—LaSalle 93 | 
Just For Now—Advanced ................ cece ceccec ecw: 91 
Little White Lies—B.V.C. ; - 90 | 
It’s a Most Unusual Day—*"Date With Judy’’—Robbins 90 | 
EGIOPOS INS os oe kik ed eine v KNW eed asa avnedwa’ 89 | 
Cuanto Le Gusta—*"Date With Judy’’—Southern 83 | 
Take It Away—Pemora 4 82 
RUA GON SR TINNOES Oy, 8 sikh sei sos 89 a ob OE ew oes 81 

| Everybody Loves Somebody—Sinatra ............. 81 | 
|The Things I Love—Campbell 79 | 
| Highway To Love—B.M.1I ; 16 
' You Came a Long Way From St. Louis—Jewel 75 
| A Boy From Texas—Shapiro 75 
Blue Shadows On the Trail—*‘‘Melody Time” 74 
| Hankerin—*"Two Guys From Texas’’—Remick 74 
'You Were Only Foolin—Shapiro 69 
Yours—Marks 69 
|The Night Has a Thousand Eyves—Paramount ....... 69 
Baby, Don’t Be Mad-——-Paramount 65 
You Can't Be True, Dear—Biltmore ................ 65 
When You Left Me—Porgie 61 
Time & Time Again—London 58 
With a Twist of the Wrist—Patmar 53 
Woody Woodpecker—Leeds 53 
Steppin Out With My Baby—**Easter Parade’—Berlin 30 
When the Red Red Rabin—Bourne 49 
I'd Love To Live In Loveland—B.V.C. 49 
WEY POST DQG V UBIO ote ck ee tee eae ee ban 48 
Walking With My Shadow—Johnstone- Montei 45 
Setter Luck Next Time—*‘"‘Easter Parade’ —Feist 

Judaline—*"Date With Judy" —Robbins 44 
Shoemakers Serenade—J. J. Robbins & Sons 43 
t Went Down to Virginia—Jefferson 42 
Underneath the Arches—Robbins ...... 41 
Lonesome——Republic .......... TT Ln LEER Te 40 





Pacts for Coast Pressing Co. 


— 


Chicago, Sept. 7. 
Universal Records has contracted 


to use the facilities of the Perfec- 
tion Plastics pressing company in 
Los Angeles in order to expand 
sales effort in western territory. 
Indie has also appointed Vila 
Distributors, L. A., as Coast agent. 














Featured in M-G-M's Big Hit 


“DATE WITH JUDY" 


T'S A MOST 
UNUSUAL DAY 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


ROBBINS 








—o 








YNDICATE wishes to pur- 
chase Record Masters of Race 
& Pop Tunes... Ballads... 
Instrumentals ... Hillbillys, etc. 
Recordings must be of a high 
Seller must have clear 
Principals Write 
513, 154 West 
New York 19, N. Y. 


calibre. 
titles. 
Box No. 
46th St., 


only. 


Variety, 




















FEATURED BY THE 
THREE SUNS (VICTOR) 


'M IN 
LOVE—CAN'T 
YOU TELL 


EDWIN H. MORRIS & CO. 
1619 Breadway, New Vork 
All Material Available 

















THIS IS 
THE MOMENT 


(From “That Lady In Ermine’) 


_recorded and featured by 





SAM BROWN 
LARRY CLINTON 
TONY MARTIN 
GEORGE PAXTON 
DINAH SHORE 
JO STAFFORD 


london 
Decco 
Victor 
M.G-M 
Columbia 
Capito! 


MILLER MUS!C CORPORATION 














on 
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DeVol's orchestra, Smith works a 
side that promises heavy saies. 
Done at bright tempo. the disk 
sparkles and grows with each re- 
peat. Rafael Mendez threads ex- 
cellent trumpeting through the en- 
tire arrangement. Reverse also hits 
the spot, but the ballad suffers 
slightly midway, where it drags. It 
also uses the Clark Sisters, with 
Earl Shelton’s orchestra. 


Elliot Lawrence “If I Could Be 
the Sweetheart of a Girl Like You”- 
“Box 55” (Columbia). Lawrence 
fell heir before the ban to a tune 
of the type now running the song 
business ragged. And he makes of 
it a side that carries juke and jock 
possibilities, It’s done in two-tempo 
style, Jack Hunter carrying the 
ballad, ribboned by Lawrence's 
pianistics, and Rosalin Patton car- 
ries the tasteful up-tempo half. 
“Box” is an easy rhythm instru- 
mental which will get jock spins 
mostly. It’s full of the leader’s key- 
board and is a fihe example of the 
band's style. 

Guy Lembardo “Cuddle Up a 
Little Closer’’-“By the Light of the 
Silvery Moon” (Decca). Noting Guy 
Lombardo performing two stand- 





ards is like pointing out U. S. 
bonds will pay off. But this disk 
is rare. Lombardo changing tempo 


in midsong is unheard of: he hasn't 
done it in 20 years. Incidentally, it 
doesn’t come off. Kenny Gardner 
and Trio vocal. Reverse is superior. 
It’s conventional and traditionally 
tight to one tempo. Gardner and 
Trio work again. Retail sales and 
jock spins await it. 


Evelyn Knight “Buttons and 
Bows’-"I Know Where I'm Goin” 
(Decca). Miss Knight’s version of 


“Buttons” will get its share of juke 
and jock attention. It’s done nicely, 
but due to listless accompaniment 
doesn't carry the real spark that 
has characterized the singer’s work 


on tunes of similar style in the 
past. It doesn't come near Dinah 
Shore's Columbia version. Back- 


side is a listenable melody in the 
same sort of groove, but again the 
background doesn't pick up the 
singer. Mannie Klein directed the 
accomp. 

Platter Pointers 


Bill Eckstine (M-G-M) knocked 
out two lush vocals in “I'll Be 
Faithful” and “Everything I Have 
Is Yours” . Larry Clinton’s 
“Slow Boat to China” is the first 


Ls — 


DIRK COURTENAY 


LEADING CHICAGO 


DISK JOCKEY 
on his 


CELEBRITY CARAVAN, 
WJJD 2 to 4 AM, 


SAYS, rover’ voters 


in my years as a press rep- 
resentative and as a disk 
jockey have | experienced 
such phenomenal response 
as | receive nightly for the 
new LIBERACE recordings." 








HAVE YOU HEARD 


LIBERACE? 


ON Signature RECORDS 














Decca Record’s No. } Bes! Seller— 


LOUIS JORDAN 


AND HIS TYMPANY FIVE 
Decca Record No 24448 
PREVIEW Hit 


A.5 





Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


Continued from page 39 


boege establish the diskery, 
Vv 











_egnenemsewenenagese anaiipmreiliy 


release of a new pop and it’s nicely | 


done, Helen Lee and Dipsy Deod- 
lers vocalling .. . Capitol reissued 


Freddy Slack-Ella Mae Morse disk ' 


of “Cow Cow Boogie.” the side that 
backed 
“House of Blue Lights” 
Billy Butterfield’s “Jalousie” 
also a reissue, backed by 
dust” , M-G-M’s “Underneath 
the Arches,’ an’ English master by 
Les Camber’s Accordion Aces, is 
good stuff, backed by “Silvery 
Wedding Waltz” . Capitol’s “But- 
tons and Bows” entry is by the 
Dinning Sisters, a likeable face 
bracketed with “San Antonio 
Rose”’ Doye O’Dell’s “Dear 
Oke,” an Exclusive disk, is a lyrical 
novelty that eastern jocks should 
look into. 


is 


BARNET DISBANDS 
AFTER N’WEST TOUR 


Hollywood, Sept. 7. 
Charlie Barnet disbanded his 
band last week after returning 
from a tour of the Pacific North- 
west. 


3arnet will take a long vacation 


and has no present plans for re- 
turning to showbiz, although he 
has classified his retirement as 
“impermanent MCA had booked 
maestro for a few autumn dates. 
hereabouts but these have now 
been cancelled 


DECCA’S 1214¢ DIVVY 
Decca Records declared a regu- 
of 12!'2c. 


It's payable 


lar quarterly dividend a 
share on capital stock. 
Sept. 


Sept. 


30 to stockholders of record 
16. 


“Star- | 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 
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Tops of the Tops 


Retail Disk Seller 
“Tree In the Meadow” 


Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“Tree In the Meadow” 


“Most Requested” Disk 
“Tree In the Meadow” 


Seller on Coin Machines 
“Tree In the Meadow” 


British Best Seller 
“Galway Bay” 





—_— 








Damon’s Blind Sales 


Plan on Steele Disk 


Kansas City. Sept. 7. 

Damon Recording Studios is 
trying out a “blind selling” plan 
in marketing its new record, sec- 
ond release by team of Jon & 
Sondra Steele. First record by the 
song-piano team, ““My Happiness,” 
has hit over a million in sales to 
date, but flock of copies were made 
by other artists as soon as song 
began to hit the popularity polls. 

This time Damon hopes to get 


the jump on the copyists, and is, 
not announcing the title of the 
tune. He has simply told dealers 


that the second Jon & Sondra re- 
lease is ready and to place orders. 
Already over 40,000 discs have 
been sold. although dealers and 
jukebox operators don't know what 
they are getting. 

The record introduces two origi- 
nal songs. “I Want To Be the Only 
One,” sweet tune, has both words 
and music by Ernie Peterson. Other 
side has “Love Dont Get You 
Nothing But the Blues,” with tune 
by Happy Cook and words by John 
Sandusky. Damon figures:as soon 
as shipments are made titles will 
be out, and hence is announcing 
record this week. Copyrights are 
held by Blasco Music, Inc., which 
also owns the “Happiness” rights. 


++ FHFFFFEFEFEF+EF444644664. FHFOF444444464444444664 


Dr. John G. Peatman, conductor 
of the Peatman survey of song per- 
| formances, last week communiqued 
' subscribers for the first time on the 
| mathematies he uses to 
| and evaluate various 
performances. Since Dr. Peatman 
in the past has flatly refused 
| discuss with publishers 
methods he uses, the letter 
more or less of a surprise. Most 
pubs suspect that the inroads of 
the new RH (‘Richard Himber) Log- 
ging Sheet are responsible. 





! 


to 
the 
was 


Peatman’s letter details the in- 
volved arithmetic applied by him, ; 
without actually detailing the pro- | 


grams that achieve the best results 
for pubs insofar as his list is con- 
cerned. It points out what every 
publisher knew or should have | 
known by now, that the programs 
with the highest Hooperatings and | 
the largest number of outlets are 


measure 
radio rn 


' Pennsylvania hotel, 


Peatman Informs Subscribers How 
He Measures Song Performances 


‘the shows they should seek. That, 


has always been obvious since 
Peatman’s measurements are 
based on the potential number of 
listeners. 


On the other hand, the 
sheet, battling fer a stronger tve- 
hold, has week by week expanded 
its services to publishers. Last 
week's compilation was accem- 
panied by a detailed list of the net- 
work broadcasts which involve the 
greatest number of outlets, plus 
the producing agency and the name 
of the person pubs should contact. 
This week the list was accompanied 
by a complete list of the bands oc- 
cupying New York jobs, with radio 
wires, their successors, latter's 
opening dates and where they can 
be located now. Topper, however, 
is the wires dispatched late last 
week to all subscribers pointing 
out Tommy Dorsey's signing for a 
N.Y., booking. 


new RH 
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HIT TUNES FOR SEPTEMBER 


CHILLICOTHE, OHIO 


Art Mooney—MGM 10230 ® 


COOL WATER (American) 


Vaughn Monroe—Vic. 20-2923 


Sons of the Pioneers—Dec. 


CUANTO LE GUSTA 











(Mellin) 
Peggy Mann-Eddie Heywood—Vic. 20-2839 


e 
Kate Smith—-MGM 30059 
466027, Vic. 
Tex Ritter-Dinning Sisters—Cap. 48206 


(Peer) 


Four Tunes—Manor 1087 


Nellie Lutcher—Cap. 15148 
20-2076, Vic. 20-1724 


© fey Willing—Maj. 6000 








» e e 3 Andrews Sisters-Cormen Miranda—Dec. 24479 
+ So th L t R d A ( . at Eve Young—Vic. 20-3077 © Xavier Cuget—Col. 38239 
: Songs with Largest Radio Audience ?  por’ucavews sane coco 
3 ; a Adele Clark—Dec. 24444 © Claude Thernhilli—Col. 36224 
+ The top 32 songs of the week based on the copyrighted Audi- +¢ Jen Gorber—Ceg. 15115 © Rey McKinley—Vic. 20-2913 
3 ence Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast Over 3 Helen Forrest—MGM* 
@ Radio Networks. Published by the Office ef Research, Inc., Dr. 4 , , 
; John G. Peatman, Director. z Ri HAIR OF GOLD, EYES OF BLUE (Mellin) 

Searweaw W ~ . Jock Emerson—Metrotone 2018 © John Laurenz—Mer. 5172 ot 
> Survey Week of August 27-September 2, 1948 D4 Art tend—M@M 10258 © Ge . MacRae—Cap. 15178 iwi 
; A Tree In the Meadow ............... Shapiro-B ‘ pe gg im —— wet anigg 

Beyond the Sea Chappell a d Jac rop—Vic. —Dec, 
r¢ Blue Bird of Happiness = ie . T. B. Harms \ HIGHWAY TO LOVE (BM!) 
Blue Shadows On the Trail—***Melody Time Santly-Joy Pied Pipers—Cap. 15094 © Helen Correll & Setisfiers—Vic. 20-2915 
; — iS TAD OMIM. os 85 vos ste dew anes esing ea Temmy Tucker—Col. 38108 © Russ Titus—Musicono C-29 
Re NN Fe, oy bi SL ble Che ae ee Southern | | WANTTOCRY (Exceisior) 
BNI ste xs dtu e nich up ecrenteee laa ab Fe wie awe ee Famous Pg Chris Cross—Sterling 4004 © Savenneh Churchill—Manor 1129 
> ahd wind : ta pie sonata | G F T : Dinah Washingten—Mercury 8082 © = Phil Reed—Dance-Tone 216 
viry Day ove You— wo Guys From Texas” arms 
2 Hair Of Gold, Eyes of Blue.......... 0.02.0 000005 Robert A IT’S SO PEACEFUL IN THE COUNTRY (Regest? 
z EC WFMRE WER WD WERISUNEDS 6 ce bic skeen eee mage Jefterson gi Mildred Bailey—Dec. 3953 © Bob Chester—Bluebird 11227 
z Only Happens Dance With You—7‘ ‘Easter Parade”. Berlin ne Charlie Spivak—Okeh 6291 © Herry James—Col. 36246 
ms. o Beet. reel Be oes ce eee eins vere Robbins Jan Savitt—Vie. 27464 
’s Magic—** ance On Hi OE ssis< apeereke Witmark : 
: Sutdiine 1'Sete With duly”... A aa Robbins F, LONESOME (Republic) ce 
Sa EE eS nce rare ee Advanced Fg Sammy Keye—Vic. 
4 — aed "yap MpabaahGae basi Keio — ; SOMEONE CARES (Pergie) 
+ Little SS sd pelea ee ded 0 b-i ew eee a BV Veughn Monroe—Vic. 20-2671 6 Art Lund—MGM 10170 
Se i 26 bes eae eh ache weak see weet Kramer-W Frankie Carle—Col. 38130 e Mills Brothers—Dec. 24409 
z PEGVOO FOUN BO CRECO. 6s sca 6 snes as . Triangle A Al George—Master 101 © Eddy Howord—Maj. 1231 
OM keg ee ae ee eee eee ere eee cee Blasco os deliis tasenemotne. Seen 
+ P.S. I Love You net , LaSalle > ii he 
z Put "Em In a Box—*“Romance On High Seas”...... Remick > a TAKE IT AWAY (Pemora) a 
i Sense OO as os G4 ee oe eee ok ree ne Laurel t Enric Madriguero—Dec. 24460 © Emil Colemen—Deluxe 1010 
= Take It Away .........2+0-6. —— n + Xavier Cugat—Col. 38239 © Edmundo Res—lenden 230 
Things I Love Campbe + + ie _ 
& : m7 ~ ! * 
z This Is the Moment “Lady In Ermine” . Robbins + i ws THINGS | LOVE, THE oan Fr 
@ Time and Time Again London ; hi Tommy Dorsey—Vic. 20-2871 * 
- See Cat BVOrvVeOGy GTN . oo. kee aedas beeen ds Mayfair a Jimmy Dorsey—Dec. 3737 © Barry Wood—Vic. 27369 
- i é g Wav ewel , Gene Krupa—Okeh 6143 © Raymond Scott—Col. 36683 
4 en: COMO LAE WOES) ok ca oda cwwhs vwee a ‘ ; 
- DOU Cone me EERO WORE 6 ic: sics 385 sees eho o8 Biltmore + “a Delta Rhythm Boys—Dec. 8554 © Jan Seavitt—Vic. 27403 
3 YOU Were LNiy POG: 6580s a cise we Shapiro-B 3 Lao TIME AND THME AGAIN (Lesdes) ies 
z z Woyne King-Buddy Clark—Vic. 27516 © Eddy Duchin—Col. 36089 [iam 
; , z Bob Chester—Bluebird 11172 © Tommy Tucker—Okeh 6177 
7 The remaining 21 songs of the week, based on the copyrightec ot 
é . # { 
4 Audience Coverage Index Surveu of Popular Musie Broadcast 3 4 TUNE ON THE TIP OF MY HEART Bnewey ’ 
; Over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of Research, Inc., z poe Sammy Kaye—Viec. 20-2746 
+ Neate cy ‘ , a 
Dr. John G. Peat Director. y WALKIN’ WITH MY SHADOW  (Johnstone-Moatei) § 
+ , + | 
? ‘ 1. : > Four Knights—Dec. 48014 © Jimmie Volentine Quortet—Varsity 107 
¢ A Boy From Texas Shapiro-B +. i 9 : —— 
+ Babv Don't Be Mad at Me Paramount 3 y Jack McLean-Woyne Gregg—Coost 8001 © Monica Lewis—Sig. 15229 Ps 
z Better Luck Next Time Melody Time’ Feist + 4 YOU WALK BY = (cevaiier) 4 
@ Hankerin’ Reniick > = <> e : es ‘, 
© itishwau tn tove BMI + : Eddy Duchin Col. 35903 Charicteers—Col. 36027 
os a ee j ; ae ° Woyne King—Vic. 27206 © Jerry Wayne-Bebby Byrne—Dec. 3613 
@ I'd Love To Live In Loveland “Are You With It’ BV¢ z Blue Barron—Vic.* 
+ Lonesome . Republie . 
; Ns Fair Lady United ; rf YOURS (Marks) ¥ 
@ Night Ilias Thousand Eyes “Night Has Eves” Paramount ee Xavier Cugat—Vic. 26384 © Jimmy Dorsey—Dec. 751721 rig 
* Shoemaker’s Serenade fobbins + Benny Goodman—Col. 36067 © Eddy Howard—Coi. 37995 
z Steppin’ Out With My Baby—*“Easter Parade” Berlir z Andy Russell—Cop. 10112 © Tito Guizar—Vic. 27410 
*¢ Underneath the Arches Miller + Nat Brandwynne—Dec. 3913 @ Phil Reed—Dance-Tone 17 
3 Walkin’ With My Shadow Johnstone-M z * E. LeBaron—Dec. 25205 © Ben Light—Tempo 598 
@ When the Red Red Robin Comes Bobbin Along Bourne + & G. Carter—B & W 3005 © Roy Smeck—Dec. 3790 
% When You Left Me Porgie + Cubo Libre Six—Coda 5004 ® R Armengod-—Dec. 18159 
z Whisper a Word of Love Leeds z Veughn Monroe—Vic. 20-2984 
¢ With a Twist of the Wrist Patmar Gene te Be Relecced 
z With All My Heart Martin + 
@ Woody Woodpecker Leeds t 
+ You Walked By Cavalier BROAD SIC INC. 
3 Your ) Marks z 
+ (OO a a er es ee ee oe eee . Ma 
a + FIFTH AVENU NEW YORK 19. N ° 
| > > | 
if * Legit Musical. + Filnusical. + NEW YORK ‘ CHICAGO . HOLLYWOOD 
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Columbia Lists Initial 
LP Monthly Release Of 
14 Classical, Pop Disks 


Columbia Records is prepared 
to market regular monthly releases 
of its new Long-Playing disks, first 
group of which will be issued later 
in September. Initial release, con- 
sisting of 14 disks, covers several 
classical issues threugh light clas- 

an album of pop 


sics down to 
standards by Dinah Shore-Buddy 


Clark, which, incidentally, is also 
being marketed in conventional! 
disk torm 


Topmost item on the LP Septem 
be Metropolitan Opera 
version of “La Boheme,” the entire 
work covering only two 12-inch 
Microgroove disks (four sides 
which will retail at $9.70, with an 
accompanying libretto for 85c. Rest 
of the release contains one 12-inch 
disk by the Budapest String Quar- 
tet: Philadelphia Orchestra doing 
Debussy and Ravel selections; 
*Slavonie Dances” by the Cleve- 
land Orchestra; Jennie Tourel do- 


list 18 a 


] 


ing Offenbach and Rossini melo- 
dies: a single disk of eight stand- 
ards by Morton Gould's orchestra; 
film favorites by Andre Kostela- 
netz; “Campus Favorites” by Kay 
Kvyser’s orchestra; a Victor Borge 
album complete on one 10-inch 
disk: standards by the Charioteers 


orchestra, and 
reduced to 


and Mitchell Ayres’ 
tle Shore-Clark album, 
one 10-inch LP disk 


‘Best British Sheet Sellers 








(Week ending Sept. 2) 
London, Sept. 3 
Galway Bay Box & Cox 
Woody Woodpecker Leeds 
Can't Be True Dear. Chappell 
pt ner era Maurice 
Dream of Olwen........ Wright 
Rambling Rose.......... Dash 
FIGATCOPOARGr . .. 2.66505 Leeds 
Time May Change Connelly 
Four Leaf Clover......F. D. & H 


Victoria 
Connelly 
Cinephonic 


Second 1 2 


Golden Earrings 
Million Tomorrows 
After All 


Toolie Oolie Southern 
Near You Wood 
Pine ROS... vo ee o3.06N Morris ' 
October Twilight Dash. 
Ought to Be Society Kassner 
‘Tree in Meadow Connelly 


So Tired 
Litthe White Lies 


Connelly 
Wright 


Ask Anyone Who Knows. . Feldman 
Don't Blame Me Connelly 
Teresa Leeds 
All Dressed Up _Cinephonic 























RAMBLING) 
ROSE 


By JOE BURKE and 
JOE McCARTHY, JR. 


LAUREL MUSIC CO. 


| 1619 Broadway, New York 


TOMMY VALANDO 








-— RETAIL DISK BEST SELLERS | 
















































































VARIETY ——) |=. | ale! 
ARIETY 3 | | ls;els 
c— OO} 2 
suet of retail disk best YD | | o(Hl= a e- =| as 
sellers, based on reports ob- 2 Sie | o | o | & 2 | | S 
tained from leading stores in hie | slic S | 0 : t > | 0 | 
12 cities, and showing coi- 5 | we | ot =| Ele| mis S ¢ g | T 
parative sales rating for this ‘ Pe gr | S| = | ¥ a | D 3 | % | Be | 2 
and last week. ! iS é = | ~ = | 7 = i | c | 2 | $ oi) 4 
(2iglelsle;l|/ sia El el) si 4 
. jk is] & een: esigicle| | |F 
Tis lel dial el eiZlelsialy 
vation Week Ending LiF lélelel2Zisiylelei2ilie 
Rati ei(L/7ISISl si 7Tiatiti 7 al ele 
ating iSiSislielvlfl dis Lie ||] 
Sept. 4 PISS | Bie le (SiS lslelaiein 
This Last Ls pelislS/8i/s/Blailsie;siseit 
wk wk. Artist, Label, Title IZIOI[AlMSi alin im@IWDINIOISICIS 
MARGARET WHITING (Capitol) 
] y 4 “Tree in the Meadow” eee l 2 3 3 5 5 6 — 4 " l 7 l 93 
PEE WEE HUNT (C apitol) 
2 l ane Street Rag” 8 3 l 5 5 2 1 2 ‘.. 2 vic 
Pie L TRACE (Regent) ‘ 
3 4 ton Call Everybody Darling” - a aa 2 2 ae 3 7... ter 3 4 7 
- ~~ PORIS DAY ‘Columbia) 
4 3 “It’s Magic” : 2 1 ; as ; ae Pa ete 2 53 
oS ~K. GRIFFIN-J. WAYNE (Rondo) 
5 5 “You Can’t Be True, Dear” a a 7 ; 9 8 4 6 F 6 5 6 44 
“DORIS DAY-B. CLARK (Col) 
6 6 “Love Somebody” sees 5 x 6 pas 6 3 2. 7 9 1 43 
a ~ PIED PIPERS (Capitol) 
7 10 “My Happiness” th, 5 oats eee 1 3 2 33 
~~ GORDON JENKINS (Decca) are 
8 ie: “Maybe You’ll Be There” 6 4 Pe eT i ee chee li 5 31 
= ~~ JON-SONDRA STEELE (Damon) 
y 8 “My Happiness” ; ceee 4 aa 3 = 7 _5 es 5 27 
TONY MARTIN (Victor) 
10 15 ot ge ee .. a eee < oi 3 _ 3 24 
~~ RAY McKINLEY (Victor) 
11 y “You Came a Long Way” ss ; 1 4 sh 1 a .. 8 20 
~ VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) 
12 14 “Cool Waters” 8 6 af 9 .. 9 6 17 
~~~ ELLA FITZGERALD (Decca) 
13 le “My Happiness” 7 8 6 = 3 16 
~ PRIMA SCALA cr ; : 
14 14 “Underneath the Arches”...... 9 : 1 12 
~ DICK HAYMES (Decca) 
15 _ “Little White Lies”. . -_ + 9 .. 9 6 9 Ii 
ART MOONEY (M-G-M) ” 
16 15 “Blue Bird of Happiness”. ...... oe eat ° 1 10 
~ ANNE VINCENT (Mercury) a ee i i 
17A 18 “You Call Everybody Darling”. 4 7 
SPIKE JONES (Victor) 
17B “William Tell Overture” 7 ; 7 8 "7 
: SARAH VAUGHAN (Musicraft) ~~ 
LoA 12 “It’s Magic” ; 5 6 
DORIS DAY-B. CL ARK TC ol) es ee a 
18B as onfess”’ , eeees a 8 8 6 
VAUGHN. MONROE Wictor a ie 
19 14 “Maharajah of Magador” . 7 10 5 
ANDREWS SISTERS (Decca) “et. 
20A_. “You Call Everybody Darling” is 7 ee 4 
~ SONS OF PIONEERS (Victor) “ # rd ‘ iS eee 
20B “Cool Waters” 7 4 
1 _— "t 3 4 3 
FIVE TOP SONGS OF rig ti MOOD ELLINGTON, THE PIRATE | EMPEROR WALTZ 
N : Judy Garland-G. ; 
ALBUMS | OUR TIMES haan Gettin Duke Ellington Kelly Bing Crosby 
Decca | Victor | Columbia M-G-M — 
(Dakota Fair at $10,000 flat for 7-19 stand at Schroeder hotel, Mil- 
Well Starts a ilies: — ; ; . waukee at a flat $4,000 per frame. 
“ollowing the ct. 19-Nov. 21 Band makes its second appearance 
Booked Solidly to March stand at the Palladium here, at at Trianon, Chi, starting Dec. 25 


Hollywood, Sept. 7. 

Welk booked 
after leaving Trianon 
Chicago, until band 
opens at Roosevelt hotel, N. Y. 
March 24 at $2,500. Group will stay 


orch is 
the 


Lawrence 
solidly 
ballroom, 
























DANNY 











EXCLUSIVE 
MANAGEMENT— 


745 Fifth Ave., New York 22 
PL. 9-4600 






The Great Young Tenor © 


On the Air Last Season With the 


EDDIE CANTOR SHOW 
Currently 


LAST FRONTIER HOTEL 


LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 





fie : fe ? a= Se Me en a 





O NEIL 











7 elk 
series of 


| cover). 


$3,000 weekly and split over $8,500, 


into 
one-nite 


moves 





Wisconsin 
tre eks 


on a 


_for Dec. 


at $3,000 per week. Date marks the 
20th appearance Welk has made at 
ballroom in the ast Six years. 





Bands at Hotel B. O.’s ; 


at the Roosevelt through the mid- Week Covers — Totat 
dle bp J une. Band Hotel a Wark Pg eo 

_Welk is set for a series of one- Jack Fina Waldorf (400; $2) ....4...4.<. saa @D TLS 1.475 
rasa starting at a Ia., Bernie Cummins* . New Yorker (400: $1-$1.50). 5 1.025 5.850 
tonight (7) and winding at Salt B. Barron—3 Suns. Astor (700: $1-$1.50) .. 3.40 3.025 
Lake City Oct 10. Crew will aver- ; as ss; tor 7. ee ee 
‘age $1,250 against a 60° privilege. | * New Yorker, ice show. +3 days. 
One-night string will be broken by ; 
a week, Sept. 19-25, at South ‘ 

| Chicago 


George Olsen (Beachwalk, Edgewater Beach; $1.50-$2.30 min.). Gross 


cut to 11.000. 


Benny Strong 


Florian ZaBach 


Dorothy Shay, 


tabs 
Jan Garber (Biltmore. 


(Boulevard Room, 
AMVETS convensh keeps take at nice 3,300. 
(Empire 
County fair and conventions retain good 3,000. 


Room, 


Stevens, 650; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 


Palmer House, 550; $3.50 min.-$1 





Los Angeles 


Jan Savitt (Ambassador: 


900: 


$1-$1.56), 


900; $1.50-$2). 


Strong 3.200 covers. 





Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 


Marty Gould (Chez Paree, 500; $3.50 min.). New Sophie Tucker revue 
bowed in Friday (3) with packed room, boft 6.000. 
(Blackhawk, 


Al Trace 


fine 3,500. 


| 
| 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. IF 


JOE GLASER, Pres. 


203 No. Wabash 
Chicage 


| 
| 


9 


rine RE EAS 


Orrin Tucker 
Lawrence Welk 
xcellent 14.000. 


(Aragon: 





900; $2.50 


$1-$1.15 


$1-$1.15 adm.). 
(Trianon; 
Tommy Carlyn opened Fri. 


min.,). 


First week take fair 9,000. 
Finishes month stand with 
(3), 


adm.) 





(Los Angeles) 
Ziggy Elman, Top Notchers (Palladium B., Hollywood. 3rd wk.). Fair 
,200 callers. 





j 


Tops 4,000 


Corn still paying off with | 


' London Label Sets Up 
Own Canadian Distrib 
Point, But MacKay OK 


London Records is expanding its 
saies operations ii Canada. Here- 
tofore, the company, owned by 
British Decca, exported disks only 
to the U. S. Canadian distribution 

'was handled by MacKay Record 
Distributing, Ottawa. MacKay will 
retain its Canadian distribution, 
but will be restricted to the On- 


tario province while London 
Gramaphone of Canada, Ltd., takes 
over the rest of the territory. 
Fraser Jamieson and Jim Lan- 
day, who have been with London’s 
|New York office since it was es- 
tablished last year, will head the 
Canadian branch. They'll head- 
quarter in Montreal. This branch 
will service MacKay with disks. 


| whereas the latter formerly got fis 

product from the U. S., which in 
ty of course, gets its disks from 
| England. 





Am Songwriters Get 
Pitt Broadcast Spot 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 7. 
Local amateur songwriters, who 
are banded together under the 
|label of United Music, Ine., are 


going to get an airing once a week 
|in a new program setup of Johnny 


| Mitchell, organist on WWSW. 
Mitchell broadcasts ‘“Footlights 
and Stardust” show daily for WB, 


listing all the attractions in Warner 


| nabe houses, and now he’s going 
to set aside the Friday quarter- 
hour session for tunes by un- 


knowns. 

has only Mitchell on it for 
but for the Friday 
use Bob 


Show 
talent regularly, 
portions, he’s going to 
Rhodes to do the vocals. United 
| Music was organized here couple 
of years ago and has been very ac- 
tive in getting member pieces on 
the air hereabouts, most of the 
local bands and singers being usu- 
)ally more than willing to lend a 
helping hand. 


British Pubs to U. S. 


The fall hegira of British musie 
publishing executives to New York 
starts this month and next Fred 
Day, co-managing director of Fran- 
cis, Day & Hunter, is due shortly; 
also Johnny Ferman (B. Feldman). 

Reg (Campbell)-Connelly  ar- 
rives in early October. John Ab- 
i bott, also FDH, after a South 
African trek, is taking a 7-week 
boat to Australia and then comes 
to Rio de Janeiro for a copyright 
conference. 
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Have You Heard- 


LOUIS JORDAN 


AND HIS TYMPANY FIVE 
Decca Record No. 24446 
Another PREVIEW Hit 














A GREAT 
RHYTHM BALLAD 


CONFESS 


OXFORD MUSIC CORPORATION 
1619 Broadway, New York 





























A Sure SWEET Hit! 


SAY SOMETHING 
SWEET TO YOUR 
SWEETHEART 


on LONDON RECORD +260 with 


THE LAW IS COMIN’ 
FER YA PAW! 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 








1619 Broadway 7 Now York 19 
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Mich. Group Maps Large Auditorium 
vates to Offset Lower Admission Price 


} 





Promoters in the vaude and+¢ 
band concert field are seeking 
larger ‘auditoriums to compensate 
for admission-price drops from | 
$3.60 to $2.40. Promoters feel 
with the lower admission nicks, 
and the high cost of top shows, 
the smaller halls are no longer 
adequate if they’re to hit the tall 
coin 

As a result a Grands Rapids, 
Mich., group intends to build 10 
arenas in various sections of the 
country. Work has already started 
on one in Grand Rapids which will 
seat 10,000 for shows and 6,200 for 
sports events. It’s planned to de- 
vote 50°o of the spot’s playing time 
to sports and the other half to 
theatrical showings and conven- 
tions. | 

Phil Simon, head of Universal | 
Attractions of that city, heads the 
booking office of that combine, | 
while Marion Pearson, an engi- 
neer, heads the outfit seeking to 
build the 10 stadia. 

Simon how does the buying for 
a concert circuit consisting of 
nearly 50 spots in the midwest and 
south, Duo were in New York last 
week pacting Vaughn Monroe, 
Spike Jones, Phil Spitalny, Wayne 
King and Carmen Cavallaro to a 
series of dates. 

According to Simon, 
shows must be 


the band- 
packaged gener- 
ously with talent in order to in- 
sure a draw. Certain bands, such 
as Spitalny and Jones, are suffici- 
ent to carry a concert on their own 


because their numbers have suf- 
ficient visual interest. Most of ; 
the other bands have to carry a 
act of entertainers. 





Mitzi Green, Beverly Country 
Club, New Orleans, starting Oct. 
4 
—_— sess cae onan nanneememeeened 








Lovely 
Lady 


of 
Song 


JANE 








‘America’s 


Foremost 


Marimbist 


GEORGE | 


GUEST 


ls ZANY DAFFY 
COMEDY MUSICAL STARS 


RED FOX 


AND HIS MUSICAL HOUNDS 
Featuring STAN FREBURG 














Currently 


CLUB LIDO 
Scuth Bend, Indiana 


Exclusive Management: 








1A check of 
'stations failed to reveal a trace of 


‘and it 


(for the public, 
‘Sobre Hielo,” with space of about 
| 2,000 square feet, 
‘open here tomorrow (8). 


| of his defunct Sans 
for 


Dinah Shore Mobbed 
By London Crowds 


London, Sept. 7. 

Dinah Shore was mobbed by | 
huge crowds following her stand- 
out Sunday (5) show at the Gau- 
mont Kilburn. Police were called 
after her car door was torn off its 
hinges. 

Miss Shore, who played the Pal- 
ladium theatre, London, for two 
weeks, is ‘eaving London, Sept. 13 
for Paris and Rome. She hopes to 


entertain troops in Germany be- | 
fore returning to the United 
States. 





Member of Ruloff Trio |; 


Vanishes Mysteriously | 
On Mexico City Date 


| 

Pittsburgh, Sept. 7. | 
Ruloft 
was left 


Trio, comedy adagio act, 
high and dry recently in| 
Mexico City, according to news- | 
paper reports from there, by dis- 
appearance of Jack Daros, a Pitts- 
burgh dancer who joined the three- | 
some (others are Alex Ruloff and 
Wanda Hilliard) several months 
ago. Daros, a Navy veteran whose 
right name is Skrzynski, used to 
be an instructor here for Arthur 
Murray. 

Ruloff reported 
ready to do 


when 
second 


they got | 
show of the | 
evening at Mexico City’s Club, 
Daros was nowhere to be found. 
Then he received a call from apart- 
ment house where three had been 
liying saying that Daros was ill and 


‘had to leave the place in company 


of a doctor. When they got home, 


all his belongings gone as well as 
' 


for the entire trio. 
police, hospitals and 


the passports 


him. 

Both Ruloff and Miss Hilliard 
said they knew of no motive for 
his sudden departure. There had 
been no arguments within the trio 
was known that Daros had 
no money because he had left just 
before he was going to get paid. 
Act had been doubling from Lirico 
theatre into Astoria Club. 


MEX TO OPEN FIRST 
ICE-SKATING RINK 


Mexico City, Sept. 7. 
first ice-skating rink 
“Club de Patinadores 





Mexico's 


is skedded to 
Venture | 
is backed by Neguib Simon, mil- 
lionaire industrialist and amuse- 
ments promoter, who is using site 
Souci nitery 


the rink. 
Pop price of $1.50 maintains for 
show sparked by foreign bladers, 


' among them Everett and Ruth Mc- 


'Gowan, Roy McDonald, Patrick 
/Kazda and Helen Carter. Price is 
'for a two-hour show, 20 minutes 
by the performers, rest for public 
to skate and ineludes rent of a 


‘pair of shoes with skates. 





DUGAN BOUGHT OUT 


Partnership of Johnny Dugan, 
Musie Corp. of America executive, 
and Joe Galkin, manager of Blue 
Barron, Dell Trio, etc., 
rant-War was ended Jast week when 
Galkin bought out Dugan’s piece. 
Spot, in Sunnyside, L. I., was ac- 
quired about two years ago. A 
third partner in the venture, Du- 
gan’s aunt. retains her interest. 

Galkin is arranging a second 
“opening” of the spot for Sept. 15. 








FEDERAL ARTISTS CORP. | That's when he takes over. He 
intends to supervise the spot, 
orn euler . Seeineey meets called Melody Lounge, himself. 














SULL 


LONDON, 





MAXINE 


CURRENTLY 
INDEFINITELY 





EVAN. 


Personal Management: 
JGE MARSOLAIS 

















| the police department. 


| Milkes 


in a restau- | 


Reopen Ohio Strippery 
Youngstown, O., Sept. 7. 


After a summer hiatus, the 
Grand, burleskery, reopened last 
week. Jack Kane, operator, also 


ey leased the Gayety, Colum- 
O., for five years, and also 

pone the Mayfair, Dayton. 
The houses will have new shows 





| 


weekly from the Hirst eastern cir- | 


ie 





New Mass. Law 
Requires Talent 
To Register 


Boston, Sept. 7. 
Any paid performer playing 
| Massachusetts under a stage name 
| will be requirefl to register with 
the State Commissioner of Public 
Safety, according to a new law 
which took effect this week. Vio- 
lators are subject to « $100 fine. 
One of the purposes of the law 
is to facilitate matters for Massa- 
chusetts citizens in case an act is 
to be sued. 
New York City has an ordinance 
| requiring all cabaret employees, 


| 


'a series of nitery 


‘Mrs. America’ Contest Excites D. A. 


Charge Promoter Failed to Pay Off 





Eleanor Powell Opens 
Nitery Dates in Boston 


Eleanor Powell has been set for 


at the Latin Quarter, Boston, Oct. 
24. Hoofer has been set to play 
the Town Casino, Buffalo, Nov. 8; 
Borsalino’s, Cleveland, Nov. 19, 
and the Beverly Hills Country 
Club, Newport, Ky., Dec. 3. 

Other dates are being lined up 
by the William Morris agency. 


Political Heat Wilts 
Talent Budgets At 
Midwest Casinos 


Chicago, Sept. 7. 
Political heat generated by gang- 





iland killings and November elec- 


] : 
including entertainers, to file with ‘cored Oc elosed thelr ganing.eod, 


This law, 
in effect for several years, was 
passed to enable police to super- 
vise criminal elements that may | 


| be connected with cafes. 


Olsen & Johnson Unit 





Set for Full Week At 
Mpls. Food Show 


Minneapolis, Sept. 7. 
Johnson in their new 
“Laffacade,”’ have been 
booked for the Auditorium here 
Sept. 13-19 as the feature attrac- 
tion of the Minneapolis National 
Food Show. They'll give two per- 
formances daily, running an hour 
and a half each. 

Olsen & Johnson haven't been 
seen here for years. They weren't 
in the companies that presented 
“Hellzapoppin’” and “Sons O’ 
Fun” in Minneapolis, in both of 
which they starred on Broadway. 

Hoagy Carmichael and his ‘“Hol- 
lywood Stardust Revue,’ booked 
into Auditorium for concert en- 
gagement Sept. 29 under Charlie 
aegis, will include Nelson 
Sisters, Two Tones, Martha King, 
Ray & Nardo, Four Step Brothers, 
Park & Clifford, Sylvia Manon 
Trio and others along with 
Davidson 20-piece orchestra. 


Berle’s Boff LQ $73,500 
Keys N.Y. 


The business 
three-day Labor 


Olsen & 
revue, 





pickup over the 
day weekend was 


Cee 


Nitery Upbeat 


highlighted by the new record 
gross chalked up at the Latin! 
Quarter, N. Y., where Milton Berle, 


as headliner, drew $73,500 gross at 
the Lou Walters bistro. 


Net was | 


around $61,000, beating last week’s | 


net business by $7,000. 
It is by far the biggest business 
ever done in any Broadway spot. 


Berle did three extra displays dur- | 


Saturday and Sunday. Min- 
the engagement 


He leaves at the end of this week 


topped by Ted Lewis. 

Berle’s draw is not attributed to 
the Labor Day crowds. 
cafes got, a considerable lift by the 
cooler weather that prevailed over 
the weekend, which kept many in 


‘town, and brought back many va- 
than originally | 


cationers earlier 
anticipated. 

Bonifaces declare that if 
rained at any time during 
weekend, record breaking grosses 
would have resulted in nearly 
every spot. 





Sk . *- « 4 
Skating Vanities’ Preem 
Chicago. Sept. 7. 

Steinman Starts the 
seventh U.S. engagement of “Skat- 
ing Vanities” here Sept. 22 at the 
Chicago Stadium for five-day run. 
Rollerskating revue breaks in af 
Montreal for four days starting 
Sept. 15 

Gae Foster of the Roxy theatre, 
N.Y., is staging; sets by Nat Kar- 
son. Cast of 140 will feature Nor- 
man Latin, Doug Breniser, Peggy 
Wallace, and FEillen McDonald. 
Gloria Nord stars. 


Harold 


\ing the week with additional shows | 
| Friday, 


‘imum for is $5.) 


‘and will be succeeded by show, 


New York | 


! 
it had 
the | 


tions has caused act and band 
budget - slashing throughout the 
midwest. Gambling casinos, heavy 
buyers in talent, have either shut- 


which automatically wipes out nut 
for top names. 


In Illinois, Peoria and Spring- 
field, are going through cleanup 
due to the slaying of Bernie Shel- 
| ton, downstate gang chief. Lake 
| Glub, Springfield, has covered its 
| gaming tables, and has dropped 
name talent for the present. 


+ Pittsburgh, Sept. 7. 
| Don TD Carlo, local bookin 
‘agent, is in hot water as a resul 


\““Mrs. America” 
dates starting | 


of a contest he promoted last week 
to pick a Pittsburgh married wom- 
an to represent Pittsburgh in the 
contest. 

Assistant City Solicitor Louis 
Rosenberg announced that charges 
of false pretense will be brought 
against D’Carlo and any others in- 
volved in the promotion. The 
charges are to be based on an ad 
that appeared in the Pittsburgh 
Press’ stating’ that contestants 
would be paid. An even dozen of 
them showed up in police court 
and testified that they had not been 
reimbursed. 

Harry Fox, owner and operator 
of Mercur’s Music Bar, where the 
contest was held, insisted that his 
place in the affair was only that of 
a tavern that booked the event 
\through D’Carlo. However, a waiter 
‘at Mercur’s has had an assault and 
battery charge placed against him 
by one of the ¢ontestants and her 
husband, who claims he was beaten 
and pushed when he refused to let 
his wife ride around town in an 
open car advertising the contest. 


‘Further woes were piled on Fox’s 
|head when State Liquor Control 
Board reported it would investi- 


gate charges by a couple of under- 


21 candidates for “Mrs. Pitts- 
burgh” who testified they had been 
iserved booze at Mercur’s during 
the time of the eliminations. 
The language of the want-ad, 
(Continued on page 47) 
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Currently 


Bill Miller’s 


RIVIERA 


FT. LEE, N. J. 


"STAR OF THE WEEK." 


—Earl Wilson, N. Y. POST, 


"CLICK AT THE RIVIERA.” 


—Ed Sullivan, N. Y. DAILY NEWS. 


A' ENDORSEMENT.” 


—Lovis Sobo/, N. Y. JOURNAL-AMERICAN., 
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Tucker, Miles Dated for Beachcomber, 


Miami, Season’s Ist Major. Fla. Buying 


With the Beachcomber 
Sophie Tucker to open next Jan. ' 
20..and Jackie Miles, whose start- 
ing date hasn't been set. the first 
major talent pacting for Miami 
Beach's winter season has taken 
place. 

The Beachcomber’s major com- 
petition, the Copacabana, has not 
yet bought any shows. Spot, which 
was destroyed by fire last season, 
is expected to be rebuilt by Dec 
15. Operator Murray Weinger has 
not yet announced his policy, and 
may attempt to capiure trade on 
the novelty of the new club, which 
was designed by Norman Bel 
Geddes. The room will have slid- 
ing walls so that it can operate 
either as an intime or a mass spot. 

Should the Copacabana resume its 
name talent policy of last season, 
the war of talent-buying in Miami 
would resume on a full scale. But 
until Weinger reveals his plans, 
ether operators are going slowly 


DOROTHY SHAY NABS 
$16,200 IN 4 L. A. WKS. 


Hollywoed, Sept. 7 
Dorothy Shay wound up feur 
weeks at Cocoanut Grove, Ambas- 





sader hotel, with several new rec- 
ords. 

Her first stanza drew 4.068 cov- 
ers, a new high for the Grove. 


Pace then.sagged only slightly and 
menth’s total of 16,182 covers is 
also a recerd for spot. 

In at a reported $3,000 weekly 
guarantee against:a cut, she pock- 
eied approximately $16,209 for the 
date. Figure sets new local nitery 
mark for amount of coin copped by 
single act, both weekly ‘and 
monthly. 











IT’S A RECORD! 


206th Consecutive Week 
as M.C. at the 

EARL CARROLL THEATRE 
HOLLYWOOD 


BILLY RAYES 


Juggling Satirist 
M.C.A, Artists 











buying ¢ 





7 Chi Spots Subpoenaed 
For Not Paying City Tax 
Chicago, Sept. ‘7. 

of seven sports and 

amusement arenas who failed to 
pay 3% city tax on ticket sales 
were served with subpoenas last 
week. Some of the ops had de- 
manded the right to deduct a 10°; 
state tax from gross receipts be- 
fore figuring the city levy, but cor- 


Operators 


poration counsel declared that 
state tax was not exempt 

Places are the Midway Arena 
Madison Arena, Rainbow Arena, 
Marigold Gardens, Madison Ath- 
letic Club, Colseum and the Chi- 
cago Stadium. 





Thompson-Wms. Bros. 


Due for Hub’s Copley; 
Other Niteries Set 


Boston, Sept. 7. 


Oval Room of the Copley Plaza 
hotel opens Sept.¢22 with Kay 
Thompson and the 
brothers Act will get $7,500. 

First in-town spot to reopen will 
be Steuben’s Vienna Room with 
Tony Bruno’s music, the Sherman 
brothers, Richard and Flora Stu- 
art and John Norbert on the bill. 
Debuts tomorrow (8). Eddie Davis’ 
Rhumba Room at the Fox and 
Hounds likewise tees oif tomorrow 
with Johnny Rosado and the Con- 
rads, 

Latin Quarter, meanwhile, is set 
to reopen Sept. 12 with Jackie 
Miles, Yvette, Buster Burnell, a 
Wally Wanger chorus and Jack Ed- 
wards’ orch. It was thought for a 
long time that Mickey Redstone's 
nitery, only first-rank spot in town, 
wouldn't reopen. 

Other niteries and lounges set to 
reopen are the Copa, next door to 
the Shubert theatre, and the Circus 
Room of the Hotel Bradford. Mean- 
time, Vaughn Monroe, following a 
two-week vacation, returns to the 
Meadows in Framingham to tee off 
the fall season. Monroe owns an 
interest in the turnpike dine and 
dance spot. which has always done 
well. 

Miriam Lavelle, aero dancer, 
plays the Tivoli circuit, Australia, 
starting Sept. 27 at the Tivoli the- 
atre, Sydney. 





Williams | 





Vaude-Nitery Bookings 


Candy Candide and Monica 
Lewis, Pappy’s, Dallas, Sept. 16. 

Dea Carrol, songstress booked 
for two weeks ait Laiin Quartei, 
Montreal, held over for a third. 

Hypnotist Ralph Slater signed 
for Casino theatre, 
ing Sept. 13. 

Julie Wilson, singer, who wound 
up at the Mocambo, Hollywood, 
Tuesday (31), started at Cal Neva 
Lodge. Lake Tahoe, Nev., Sunday 


Ps) 








Maxey 
Bandbox, 


opened 
Holly- 


Singer Virginia 
at Billy Gray’s 
wood, Monday (6 


$25 Top for Hildy’s 
Milw’kee (Home Town) 


Concert; Church Benefit 


Milwaukee, Sept. 7. 

Hildegarde’s local concert at 
Municipal auditorium, Sept. 18, 
will make local pop-conceri history 
with a $25 top. It’s for benefit of 
t. Alexander’s Church, which re- 
cently had $64,000 of its funds em- 
bezzied. and is being ballyhooed 
with special tieins with Gimbel’s 
dept. store, where the singer once 
worked, newspaper -ads paid for b: 
Schlitz etc. Mayor 


Zz 


breweries, 


Frank P. Zeidler will present her | 


with a special scroll expressing 
gratitude for the prominence she 
has brought Milwaukee. 

Following the Milwaukee con- 
eert, Hildegarde resumes her cafe 
work with stands at the Olympia 
hotel, Seattle, Sept. 23; the Am- 
bassador’s Cocoanut Grove, Los 


Angeles, Oct. 5, and is set to re-| 


turn to the Persian Room of the 


Plaza hotel, N. Y., some time in 
March. 
Hildegarde recently visited 


Rome, where she had an audience 
with the Pope. She subsequently 
incurred a bronchial ailment which 
hospitalized her in Italy. 


Hildegarde Sailing 
Paris, Sept. 7 

Nitery chanteuse Hildegarde is 
booked to return to the U. S. to- 
morrow (Wed.) on the Queen Mary 
Her manager, Anna Sosenko, is ac- 
companying her. Singer originally 
had planned to curtail her Euro- 
pean tour earlier, but a recent hos- 
pitalization in Rome disrupted her 
schedule. 
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The World's 


MiS 


MR. 


RAYWIN* 


An Unprecedented Holdover 


EDGEWATER BEACH 


MR. WILLIAM M. DEWEY 


and His Staff at MCA 


Greatest Dancing Violinist 


HAL 





AT THE 


HOTEL : 


CHICAGO 


Thanks to: 
S DOROTHY HILD 


DANNY GRAHAM 











‘SHARPER COMPETITION 


UPS MPLS. BOOKINGS 


Minneapolis, Sept. 7. 
There's no retrenchment on lo- 


cal niteries’ floorshow budgets 
despite supposedly tobogganing 


business. Current aitractions’ line- 
up, for example, indicates that the 


advent 
Club Carnival on the local scene 
has sent the club operators scurry- 
ing for draws, loosening their 
pursestrings and causing them to 
bid against each other. Owners say 
they're driven to this because, 
whereas during the boom the pub- 
lic would flock in regardless ot at- 
tractions, it’s only name and un- 
usual offerings that will draw in 
the customers now 

This week Hotel Radisson Flame 
Room has Victor Borge, who re- 
cently played a concert engage- 
ment here. Ethel 
Fletcher Henderson hold forth at 
Curly’s while the Club Carnival 
| show is topped by Joey Adams and 
| Tony Canzoneri. The Dofothy Lew- 
is ice show is in its 14th week at 
ithe Hotel Nicollet Minnesota Ter- 
race, where it has done amazingly 
well and been made a permanent 
\feature. Miss Lewis will open her 
new ice show Sept. 20. 


Doubling Problems Force 


Storch to Quit N. Y. Par 


Larry Storch, who opened Wed- 
nesday (1) at the Paramount thea- 


tre, N. Y., has dropped out of that, 


show in order to keep his commit- 
ment at Bill Miller's Riviera, Fort 
Lee, N. J., where he opened the 
previous night. Storch played the 
double date for two days before 
dropping out of the Par. 

Bob Weitman, Paramount man- 
aging director, asked Storch to 
make his choice between both 
spots, and impressionist subse- 
quently chose the nitery. 
pointed out by Bob Shapiro, Para- 
mount manager, that the house was 
doing six shows Saturday, and this. 
coupled with the necessity of 
Storch going over to Jersey for an 
| additional pair of displays, would 
| have given him a strenuous sched- 
ule. Jack Leonard replaced 

Miller was willing to permit 
Storch to work both spots and said 
he had rearranged the schedules 
to facilitate Storch’s doubling. 
| Miller, who intends to keep the 
Riviera going until New Year's. 
has signed Billy Vine, Frances 
Fave and the Jack Cole dancers 
to open his next show Sept. 14. 


MONTE GARDINER EYES 
| LA MARTINIQUE BUY 





Monte Gardiner, former operator 
of La Conga, N. Y., may take over 
La Martinique, N. Y.. from Dario. 
Gardiner, who's been on the Coast 


where he’s a softdrink manutfac- 
turer, has been negotiating with 
Dario. 


Dario ts reportedly asking $40.- 


000 for transfer of the four-year 
lease, plus an additional sum for 
the cafe's physical properties. 


Rental of that spot is set at $1,000 
monthly. 

Dario, has been reported seeking 
additional financing to open the 
spot with an intime policy. He had 
considered changing the name to 
ia Chanson with a continuous en- 
tertainment-and-dance format. 


MCA Opens Mpls, Office 


Minneapolis, Sept. 7. 
Music Corp. of America is open- 
ing a Minneapolis office to service 
this territory, now being served out 
of Chicago 
Charles Richter of the Chicago 
office will be in charge 


Eveiyn Knight, Copley Plaza, 
Boston, Oct. 13. 


Waters and! 


AFM Snag Nips 
Vande Return 


To Earle, Philly 


sharper competition created by the , 
of the big and elaborate ! 


Philadelphia, Sept. 7. 

Lack of a contract with the mu- 
sicians union has nixed all im- 
mediate plans for reopening stage 
shows at the Earle theatre, Stanley- 
Warner deluxer here. 

Variously reported as bringing 
back vaude tomorrow (9) the Earle 
is continuing its film-only policy. 
“Embraceable You” and “The 
Spiritualist,” dualed, are for 
Friday (10). 

The Earle turned the footlights 
eff two years ago and since then 
midtown Philly has been without 
live entertainment. Only vaude 
house in town is the nabe Carman. 


At the Stanley - Warner offices 
there were no definite comments 
about the Earle stage bills. “Sev- 
eral things have to be ironed out 
first” a spokesman said. 

More direct was Frank Liuzzie, 
president of Local 77, American 
Federation of Musicians. “We have 
no agreement with the Earle the- 
atre, and until there is one in op- 
eration, there will be no stage 
shows” Liuzzi said. He added, how- 


set 


lever, the local was negotiating with 


the Warner company. 
According to Liuzzi, the original 


For Riviera, Ft. RON steer with the Warner man- 


| agement provided for a band when 
|. stage shows were given. The local 


waived its demands when the Earle 


| went on straight picture policy but 


It was | 


| Liuzzi insisted the local would de- 
|mand the musicians back if the 
| Earle brought back vaude. 





Rozzino, Spanish dancer, opens 
,at El Chico, N. Y., tonight (Wed.) 
for his third engagement there 
with as many partners. Latest is 
| Rita Ortiz. 


COMEDY MATERIAL 


STAGE SCREEN 
RADIO TELEVISION 











Our writers have written fer: Milten 
Kerle, EKddle Cantor, Oleen and John- 
son, Phil Baker, Paul Winchell, Jack 
Parr, Rebt. Q@ Lewis, Merey Amster- 
dam, Ed Wynn, James Dunn, Ethel 
Merman, Bert Lahr, Eddie Albert, 
ete, 


We'll write you a new act or gag up 
your present routine. Custom-made 
material to bring out your best points. 
No file jokes, ail material original. 
We cover all Gelds and all types of 
comedy. We alse service small sta- 
tions. Reasonable rates. 


Note: Alse available PUNCH LINKS— 
Gag files containing the latest gases 
on many topics. Files 1 to 6—only $1 
per file. Comebacks to Hecklers, $1. 
Comedy Classics wisecrack gems. 8%. 
Original monologs: Baby Sitters, &°: 
Girl comic, $2; Golf, £2; Racetracks, 
St; Housing, $1; My Life, ®2; KBach- 
eler, $1. Dialogs: Books, $3: Prison, 
83; Western, $3; Dancehall, $3: (man 
and girl). Blackeut: Televised Henes - 
moon, $5; Comedy bits for banda: 
Clarinet, 82; Guitar, $2; Piano, §°: 
Draums, $2. All above material orig - 
imal! \lso Comedy team joke coHee- 
tion, 82. LAFFile gag collection 81. 


SPECIAL OFFER: (Expires soon): 
A sample sketch, monolog and 6 pare- 
dies will be sent free with every order. 
Note: You ean buy all above material 
for only $25! 


LAUGHS UNLIMITED 


276 West 43rd St., New York City 
BRyant 9-0774 
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Latin Quarter 
New York 























AMERICA'S TOP HEADLINE SINGING GROUP 
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FOR RCA 
VICTOR 
FAVORITES 
Opening Sept. 14 
CLUB BAGATELLE 
NEW YORK 
| CONSEC UTIVE WEEKS All Major Networks, 
| * Featured in Ripley's yee Clube, 
wars, Wise Closing September 9th a re 
“BELIEVE IT OR NOT" . P Persenal Direciion—ED KIRKEBY 
es = 3 2908 RKO Bulldiug, New York 20, N. ¥. Clrele 6-9368 
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« LANGFORD “HALL 


Currently ROXY THEATRE, New York 
Third Week 


Thanks Again for a Wonderful Return Engagement 





Direction: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


























OT OE 























enna ae, bi 





~ 


——L——— SS 


= ne can 29 ane inne 





ia} 
q 


wade ase} | PS 


Rake hep 


4 
» 4 
oe es 
¢ 
1s 








rs wat eae 
SORES OEY siemens ase ect at 





so ales hy ali TEI ais a 


a : 
I Cae SENOS Sy SMR chy Ses li 4 
as 5 ek PG SEU i 














VAUDEVILLE 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, September 8, 1948 





Night Club Reviews 


Bill Miller's Riviera 
(FORT LEE, N. J.) 


Carlos Ramirez. Carry Storch, 
Manor & Mignon, Tony Bavear, 
Line. Catalino and Walter Nye 
Orelis: $3.50 Meirnrium 


There isn't much on the current 
bill that’s likely to draw much biz 
ta the Riviera. but there’s no doubt 


of the show’s entertainment val 
ues. Carlos Ramirez, Larry Storch 
and Manor and Mignon comprise 
the show's major components 
Ramirez who achieved some 
prominence in a couple of Metro 
musicals: has seldom been sold as 
well as he is currentls He's still 
a stifferoo on the gab but when 
he wraps those tonsils around a 
Latin tune he’s able to fill the most 
remote reaches of any room with 
his operatic-stvle baritone. Those 
Latin numbers, of course. are his 
forte, and he needn't resort to any 


Yanqui tunes for the sake of pace- 
changing He’s the type any au- 
dience would like to hear to just 
south-of-the-border numbers 

Storch is an impressionist of no 
mean ability. getting by mostly on 
his voice authenticity rather than, 
the material in most He's | 
doubling from the Paramount thea- | 


cases 


tre on Broadway He has an easy 
delivery, and his satires cover a 
wide field of show biz names, the 
best of which are his Cary Grant 
and Bogart 

Manor and Mignon are a ball- 
room team who have grace and’ 
charm, and they dance with little 
effort. She's a well-coiffed blonde 


who gives the act considerable of 
its personality, and vet without be- 














JON and SONDRA r : 
STEELE — 
‘My Happiness’ 

aILTMORE BOWL . 


HOTEL BILTMORE 
LOS ANGELES 
* 








Management 


JOHNNY SANDUSKY 


Booked by 


HARRY A. ROMM 
38 E 57th St., New York, N. ¥ 


ing essentially a looker. Lone 
weak turn is their George M. 
Cohan bit, but the weakness is in 
the choice. not the execution. 
Otherwise. Tony Bavaar is siili 
handling the production § singing 
and the emeceeing, while Walter 
Nvye’s orch plavs for the show and 
Catalino does a good job on the 
Latin dance tunes. Kain. 


Beulevard Tavern 


(FOREST HILLS, N. Y¥.) 
Miriam Lavelle, Danny Sullivan, 
MacArthurs (‘2 Eddie Kinley. 


Bill Henry Orch: $2 min 


The nabe niteries have, general 
lv, been akle to stand the drop in 


nitery business better than the 
plush midtown spots. Being lo- 
cated away from the fabulously 


high rent districts and being con 
venient for transient and dinner 
trade, local cafes have had consid- 
erabiv less closings. 

The Boulevard Tavern. located 
in Forest Hills, Queens, is a mas- 
sive seater that can pay off even 
when the spot is 25° occupied. 
However, weekend trade is big 
enough to insure profitable opera- 
tion. 

The Boulevard, time 


for some 


| has been on a diet of standard acts 


or those that are nearly in that 
category. They've gone on a limb 
for an occasional! name, but for the 
purposes of this spot the standard 


act provices the same drawing 
power. 
The current show is a well-bal- 


anced affair with the MacArthurs, 
ballroomers. giving the layout a 


good sendoff in polished terps. 
They show some good lifts and 
spins which enable them to get 


the measure of the house. 


Miriam Lavelle, who's been seen 
in the top Stem cafes, does her 
usual punchy acro terps, punctuat- 
ed wiih liveiy appiause-getting 
tricks that satisfy all the payees. 
Danny Sullivan, formerly a long- 
termer at Leon & Eddie's. N. Y.. 
does a_ well-balanced brace of 
tunes. He's equally at home with a 
ballad or a novelty tune, and walks 
off the floor to healthy salvo fol- 
lowing his Irish medley. 

The debatable item on this show 
is emcee Eddie Kinley. His mate- 
rial is deeply punctuated with in- 
digo. most of it being without wit. 
However, it’s by now axiomatic 
that the majority of the N. Y. nabe 
cafes find such comics a matter of 
necessity. That he’s performing 
his chores well at this hospice is 
evidenced by the fact that he’s 
been here for 16 weeks. In situa- 
tions of this kind, apparently talent 
isn’t the prime requisite. Give the 
crowd sufficient blue lines and the 
comic is a hit. Jose. 
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| Chez Paree, Chi 
Chicago, Sept. 3. 
Sophie Tucker with Ted Shapiro, 

Paul Gray, Fay & Gordon, Elissa 
Jayne, Lane Adams, Chez Paree 
Adorables (10), Marty Gould Orch 
(10). Carmen Revelle with Don 
Chiesta Band (5); $3.50 minimum; 
cYucer SGeC. 


The current Chez Paree revue 
marks the return of Sophie Tucker 


to Chicago after two years, and 
her first American engagement 
since her recent London boffoia. 


The headliner is doing a 40-minute 


turn, and rest of the show, while 
good, is mainly filler. 
Production-wise, bill is poor, 


with too much dancing bunched to 
gether. It would be betier if Paul 
Gray, comic, would work between 
acts, breaking up the terp  se- 
quences Also, there's a lag o 
several minutes just before Miss 
Tucker comes on 

Miss Tucker when caught re- 
ceived an ovation of several min- 
utes from the packed bistro as she 
came down the staircase, resplend- 
ent in a white, sequined gown, 
white fur cape, one side covered 
with orchids. Singer reprises her 
oldtime hits to start off a nostalgic 
medley. She continues the nostal- 
gic vein by admitting this is her 
4ist year in show biz, then brings 
on Ted Shapiro, her aecompanist 
and arranger, for chitchat about 
the 25 years that he has been with 
‘her. Smart bistro trade gave both 
a tremendcus hand. 


Miss Tucker has a new stock of 
non-nursery school songs which 
she sings with amazing vitality. 
most of the tunes, of course. being 
‘composed by Jack Yellen, who has 
been doing her special material 
for years. In the indigo vein she 
chants, “I'm Living Alone and I 
Like It,” “Never Le: the Same Dog 
Bite You Twice,” and “Intermis- 
sion Papa.” Shapiro, on crutches, 


having sp.ained his ankle at re- 
hearsal, does his usually fine 
piano-backing and directing the 


orch during the star's stint. 

Gray, dry humorist, scores with 
his self-degrading quips. Instead of 
tre usual impressions, which seem 
ito be stock of trade of comics ap- 
pearing here, Gray uses well- 
trained voice for takeoff versions 
of pop and semi-classical tunes. 
He explain. what's wrong with the 
buffoon in ‘Laugh, Clown. Laugh.” 


does a “Nature Girl” and gets 
vocks with his interpretation of 
Nelson Eddy and Jeanette Mac- 


Donald singing “Indian Love Call.” 
Got big hand for imitation of John 
Charles Thomas intoning “Old 
Man River.” 

Fay and Gordon, youthful dance 
team, appeared at a disadvantage 
when caught—-spot man was miss- 


ing them during several turns. 
They're the class nitery type. with 
neat technique, but they could 


smile more often. After slow open- 
er, but with some terrific lifts, duo 
give their impresh of dolls atop 
|; music boxes; a dance depicting an 
Argentine farmer cutting sugar 
cane; and country boy doing the 
samba, received nice applause. 


Elissa Jayne, dancing contortion- 


ist, is peri and does a fine satire | 


on a Stripdancer. Much of her ma 
terial is lost here as she works 
close to the floor. and outside of 
the ringside tables rest of the pa 


trons miss out. 

Dorothy Dorben has produced 
some excellent new line numbers 
with special Ivrics by Madeline 
HMargadorn. Tunes get lush treat 
ment by Lane Adams, revue pari 
tone and m.c. Marty Gould’s oreh 


gives excellent backing to the acts 
and doubles on the dance chores. 
For the evergrowing rhumba co- 
horts. Catmen Revelle does a fine 
chanting job to set the pace fo 
Den 4 Zabe, 


“4: ° 
hiacta’s ar 
GML niesias Broup. 


Clover Clab. Miami 
Miami, Sept. 4. 
Guy Kathryn Chang, 
The Garcias, Roche-Carlyle Dane 
ers (7), Tony Lope: Orch; mini 
mum $3, 


2enn1e, 





It is obvious that Jack Goldman, 
the Clover owner, has cut his budg- 
et after a sustainingly entertaining 
set of summer shows. Current in- 
stallation falls below the par set 


‘and makes for what is, at best, a 


pleasant show. 
Guy Rennie, in the feature spot, 
works hard to keep them warm 


Turning in a melange of ringside 
kibitzing and singing comedy, he 
does okay through missing the sock 
impact that a group of routines as 
strong as his “lone cowboy” satiri- 
zation would make. The sequence 
is a highlight, in.gghich he utilizes 
a bassfiddle for the horse, and 
brings steady laughs. Spotted in 
middle of his canto, it enables the 
amiable comic to heighten interest. 
Straight ballading of “Old Paree” 
works into sock takeoff on Che- 
valier. Also includes a Jolson med- 
ley which depends on blackout to 
highlight big-lips effect via makeup 
for punch. Encores with “Song of 
the Vagabonds”™ with familiar comic 
angles slanted on the lavender 
chorusboy types. With better ma- 
terial Rennie could enter the ranks 


of the better comics As is. he’s a 
pleasant buffoon with an_ easy, 
genial personality that promises 


more than is delivered. 

Song slot is weakest link in the 
lineup Kathryn Chang, easy-on- 
the-evyes Chinese thrush, turns in a 
session of tunes that could stand re- 
routining and more intelligent se- 
lection. Voice is fair and embraces 
a ballad effectively, but insistence 
on swingy rhythms and weak com- 
edy lyrics in most numbers spoils 
early impression. 

The Garcias do standard Latin 
terps, presented in bright style. It 
sets well with aud 

Roche-Carivle dancers hold over 
with same set of routines presented 
in last show. Standout is stil! fiery 
cape dance which features Aurora 


Roche. Her technique and looks 
are above par and attention-com- 
pelling Tony Lopez orch backs 


capably, per usual, and takes care 
of the dance sessions smoothly 
Lary. 


Nermandie Bool, Ment’! 
Montreal, Aug. 30. 

Phil Regan, Pann Merryman, 
Netl Golden Orch, with Carole 
Page; $1 cover. 

Irish tenor Phil Regan is making 
his second appearance at the Roof | 
in less than a year and once again 
leaves customers satisfied with 
well-paced group of melodies. 

Regan, m ver straining his voice. 
delivers nicely such a varied choice 
of songs as “I Feel a Song Coming 
On.” “I Wish I Didn't Love You 
So.” “Whiffenpoof Song.” “Blue 
Heaven,” “Put Your Arms Around 
Me” and. of course, a welcomed 
and very much liked dose of Irish 
melodies. 

Pann Merryman opens the show 
with two seck acrobatic dance rou 
tines. She appears barefooted and 
works neatly. 

Neil Golden orchestra, momen- 
tarily featuring blonde and verv 
good Carole Page, provides ideal 
musical background. Marc. 


Flame Reem. Mpls. 
(HOTEL RADISSON) 
Minneapolis, Sept. 4. 

Lamouret, Peggy Mann, 

Thal Orch (7); $2.50 


Robert 
Pierson 
minimum. 

Making his initial American tour, 
Robert Lamouret impresses as a 
firstrate performer for class supper 
clubs such as this one. A good- 
looking, personable Frenchman, the 
young comedian has a novel act 
that whips up a lot of fun. 

Lamouret manipulates a dummy 
duck with his one hand in such a 
manner that the prop animal's ex- 
pressions and reactions to his pat- 
ter are remarkably life-like and 
amusing A small amount of ven- 
triloquism also is involved, but it’s 
the comedy business between La- 
mouret and his duck that turn the 
laughter tricks. Perched atop a for- 


mal dress, the duck is his dance 
partner, and later, during Lamou- 
ret’s rendition of a number from 
ithe opera “Barber of Seville.” the 
dummy spatters him with lather, 
prior to a shaving job, for side- 
splitting returns. 

A good voice and expert sales- 


manship put over song-stylist Peg- 
gy Mann. The animation she brings 
to such popular numbers as “Some- 
body Loves Me” and “It’s Magic” 
enhances their enjoyment. 
Pierson Thal's fine keyboard per- 
forming helps to make the music ef 
his erchestra more than acceptable 
for dancing and the show. Rees. 








COMEDY MATERIAL 
For All Branches of Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 
“The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag File” 
Nos, 1 to 22 @ $1.00 each 


3 DIFFERENT BOOKS OF PARODIES 
(10 in each book) $10 per book 
FREE COPY OF “HUMOR BUSI 
NESS.” The Show-Biz Gagazine with 
each £5.00 minimum order. 
Send lic for lisis of other 
material, songs, parodies, 

patter, black-outs, ete. 

NO C.0.D8 
PAULA SMITH 
Stth Street, New York 19 


comedy 
minstrel! 


200 W, 














HELENE and HOWARD 


Currently 
Olsen and Johnson Show 
Toronto, Can. 
Dir. MATTY ROSEN 
































| BIMBO'S 3 


Sam Rosey 
Sam Rosey Agency 
25 Taylor Street 


San Francisco, Calif. 
Dear Sam: 
Enclosed herewith 


clusive booker of the 365 Club. 
association, the fact 
have, produce top flight talent 


confident in 


1! look forward to your efforts in 


<+ $.-1. Si: ais: : 
established at cur club, in the 





some entertainment. 


San Francisco was with you 


Welcome home, Sam! 





SAN FRANCISCO 


is our letter of agreement appointing you ex- 


for the 365 Club. 
presentation 


throughout your prolonged 
and all of us are delighted to know that you are back home 
fully recovered and fresh for your new pursuits in show business. 


5 ciue 


August 23, 1948 


| am happy to renew our old 


that you will, as you always 


maintaining the high standards 
of clean and whole 


illness 


Sincerely, 
Bimbo 
Bimbo 
365 Club, San Francisco 





lalate 
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Concluding 4 Weeks COPACABANA, New York 
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Opening Sept. 15th CHATEAU CRILLON, Phila. 


Direction: GENERAL ARTISTS CORPORATION 
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New 


BOURBON & BAIN 
Dancers 

6 Mins. 

Village Barn, N. Y. 


Here's a promising voung dance | 


team that should find the trek from 
New York’s Greenwich Village to 
the uptown cates fairly easy to ma- 
nipulate. Duo displays neat versa- 


tility in a group of numbers rang- | 


ing from a fast Latin routine to a 
nostalgic cakewalk. and handle 
them all well. They also possess 
the verve and sparkle necessary for 
audience projection, clicking sol- 
idly during the entire act. 

They could safely dispense with 
the Latin number: albeit 
enough, it offers nothing to distin- 
guish them from hundreds of other 
terp teams. Boy’s soft shoe rou- 
tine, which follows, is much better, 
and the idea of having the gal 
change over to ballet shoes 


he dances around her is a novel 


way of keeping them both on stage. | 


They wind with the cakewalk, fea- 


turing the requisite tophats and 
canes, and boff off to heavy ap- 
plause. 


Rest of the current show here is 
handled by the. house staff, com- 
prising Hal Graham and his orch, 
who give out with some okay nov- 
elty tunes; Anthony Trini, leader 
of the interlude trio who plays a 
couple of schmaltzy violin solos for 
his contribution to the show; and 
Piute Pete, emcee and caller for 
the audience games and square 


dances, which have long been the | 


Barn’s stock-in-trade. Withal, it’s 
a low-budgeted and easy-to-take 40 
minutes, Stal. 





CLAUDE MARCHANT DANCERS 

(8) 

Dancing 
16 Mins. 
Apollo, N. Y. 

Claude Marchant, who appeared 
in last season’s Broadway revue, 
“Caribbean Carnival,” is now tour- 
ing the vaude loops with his own 
unit. 
two other males and three gals. 
Two more lads thump out accom- 
paniment for the sextet on bongo 
drums. 


Wearing vari-colored West In- 
dian raiment, the Negro group 
prances about amid much arm- 


wriggling and torso convolutions. 
Routine then boils down to a point 
where only a lone, bare-chested 
male handles the pirouetting. He's 
later joined by his mates, followed 
by the femmes who've switched to 
strapless gowns. 

Overall effect of the dancers. 
who execute the steps in their bare 
feet, is heightened by a 


house by Lucky Millinder’s band 
as well as by their own drummers’ 
backing. 
chant’s troupe, the routines resem- 
ble legitimate ballet for the most 
part. 

To its credit the sextet of step- 
pers does not overdo movements 


which might be deemed suggestive. | 


Well-polished unit is okay materiai 
for almost any vaude house along 


With niteries using acts of this size. | 


Gilb. 
MARTIN BROS. 
Puppet 
8 Mins. 
Paramount, N. Y. 
Martin Bros., pair of experienced 
puppeteers who have obviously 


been around but not in VARIETY's | 


files. have a fetching set of rou- 
tines. They gave out with a pair of 
sainba girls, a skeleton dance, a 


clown number and wind up with a 


Negro pair playing piano and 
trumpet. : 
While the framework of their 


numbers are fairly ir 
puppet repertoire, there are sulfi- 
cient twists of routining to differ- 
entiate them. Their 
where .the arms, 


sequences legs 


and head fly away from the body, | 


but their musical number has some 
bits of good dialog which aids in a 
strong finish. 

They're okay for the general run 
ef vaude and cafes. Jose. 


TONI HARPER 

Songs 

Downtown Theatre, Detroit 
Diminutive coloved songstress is 

a  one-girl show that’s’ too 

audience. 

short for a terrifically appreciative 


audience. The 11-year-old blues 
_ The 11-year-old blues — piper 
is a big click the minute disk 


jockey Van Douglas brings her on 
stage. Her “Candy Store Blues,” 
of course, goals ‘em. With a natural 
shyness, she then delivers “Good 
Day,” “Zip-a-dee Doo-dah"” and, as 
an encore, “Jingle Bells.” 

The show otherwise is 
aweet and impressive. 

A typographical error in a local 
authority. and Sammy Mandell 
neatly provides the musical back- 
£round. Stair. 


short, 


good | 


while | 


Terping with Marchant are | 


calypso | 
score competently handled at this | 


As interpreted by Mar- | 


standard in | 


luminous | 
skeleton number has the standard | 


Acts 


PHILLIPS & WALL 
‘Dancing 

5 Mins. 

Apollo, N. Y. 

Phillips & Wall are a fair sepia 
terp turn whose hoofology fails to 
|rise above the average. One male 
‘opens with a bit of crooning, then 
_both lads shift into their footwork. 
For the climax, duo tosses in 
'some so-so acrobatic stuff for mild 


returns at this house when caught. | 
Before moving up to the better 
vaude and cafe time, the boys 


need more intricate steps as well as 
a display of greater energy. 
Gilb. 





Unit Review 








Blackstone 
Toronto, Sept. 1. 
After cancelling 
his 1947-48 season 


when stricken 


lill in Akron last November, Black- | 


stone has resamed at 
| Alexandra (1,525) at $2.40 top, 
jafter a week's “dress rehearsal” at 
ithe Grand, London, Ontario. 
| Apart from the durable magi- 
cian’s physical recovery, as_ evi- 
dent in stage speed and his vigor- 
ous showmanship, is the flash pro- 
duction he has assembled and the 
number of new illusions he is pre- 
| senting Notable is his crystal 
casket bit, in which he produces a 
| beautiful girl after fitting his six 
|sheets of plate glass to form a 
“transparent” box. Opening night 
was sold out, 

| Last season, after annual hold- 
‘over appearances here,  Black- 
; stone's tricks, illusions and patter 
were becoming a mite familiar. 
His latest production is marked 
,for its number of new effects and 
ithe many fullstage illusions, to- 
jtalling almost a dozen, that he has 
|not presented before in their cur- 
irent dress, The company totals 16 
boys and eight girls, plus Bert 
|}Ponatd at the Hammond electric. 


| 


|Costumes, new drapes, sets and 
\lighting are exceptional on eye- 
filling appeal. 

; Throughout, Blackstone dom- 


inates the stage. ranging from his 
levitations to his showmanly work 
with the cards. On flash and spir- 
jited execution, this current pro- 
;duction is his best in recent sea- 
sons. 

Blackstone’ has 
weeks booked, including’ eight 
weeks at the Erlanger, Chicago, 
and closes on May 28 at Lansing, 
near his Michigan farm; but whole 
troupe will then Jeave for a 12- 


the next 40 


according to current negotiations 
with the Tate circuit down under. 
McStay. 








——————— 


European Prod. 


Continued from page 7 

















ttt men 


/ rocco.” 
who expects to leave for Paris 
, about Dee. 1, will study facilities 
there with a view to 
“Babylon Revisited’ in the French 
capital. In addition, he’s mapping 


remainder of 


the Royal | 


weeks’ tour of Australia next June, | 


shooting , 


’ 
‘mapping “Conspirators” and 
i“Young Bess” to be done there 
; and plans a remake of “Quo Vadis” 
in Italy next year. However, the 
company is feeling its way with 
caution as are RKO, Paramount, 


United Artists, Warners, Colum- 
bia, Eagle Lion, Republic and 
|Monogram. RKO began auspici- 


|ously enough with a joint program 
‘with J. Arthur Rank. First in the 
deal was “So Well Remembered.” 
The arrangement was to have con- 
tinued with “China Run” and 
“Ivanhoe.” Although preliminary 
work was done on “China.” neither 
it nor “Ivanhoe” are likely to see 
the cameras because of unsettled 
conditions according to a RKO 
homeoffice spokesman. 

| Paramount, which handled Hal 
Wallis’ British-made “So Evil My 
Love,” also is releasing ‘Sealed 
Verdict” and ‘Foreign Affair.” Por- 
tions of both of the latter were 
shot on the continent. Wallis at 
one time planned to make “House 
of Mist” in England, but it looks 
jcold now. Columbia, aside from a 
|deal it has with Gregor Rabino- 
| vitch, for a series of operatic films 


|in Rome, has no announced over- 
seas plans. UA shelved a scheme 
whereby it would undertake a 
program of 35 British-made pic- 
tures over a period of years in 
association a group of Irish 
financiers, 
Despite the fact 
the Teddington studio in Britain 
and has a tieup with the Asso- 
iciated British studios at Elstree, 
the company hasn't stepped out at 
all. Currently “Under Capricorn,” 
‘the Ingrid Bergman starrer is un- 
‘derway at Teddington, hut the 


with 


Warners owns 


| Transatiantic Picture is merely be- | 


ing released by WB and therefore 
‘only partially fits into the com- 
pany's fold. 

| While Republic has frozen re- 
‘mittances in Europe, its prexy, 
|Herbert J. Yates, 


‘that he doubted the company | 
(would embark upon an overseas 
film program due principally to| 


the lack of production know-how 
‘he encountered in a 
survey of France, 
land. He felt there’s no saving to 
be made by shooting ’em in 
Europe. Others shying away from 
continental ventures are Mono- 
gram and Eagle Lion. Former orig- 
inally planned to do “The Maze” 
and “The Highwayman” in. asso- 
ciation with Pathe Pictures of 
Britain, but the pix are yet to face 
the cameras. Eagle Lion, likewise, 
backed out of deals in Italy and 





Mexico. 

Saranac Lake 

By Happy Benway 

Saranac, N. Y., Sept 7. 

Banner week in colony with 

three major celebrations to top all 
other summer offerings. Town 
overflowed with visitors. Kate 


Smith Day at Lake Placid, Wil- 


. | liam Morris Memorial Park clos- 
Producer Lester Cowan, | 


ing day kids jubilee and the 


Motor Club boat races were the, 


big events. 


The Lestas. booked at Sekon 


| Lodge, sneaked out between acts 


a British production of “Sorrel and | 
_ effective in fall. 


Son.” 
Indies 

Still others with overseas pro- 
duction aspirations are Robert 
Cummings and Eugene Frenke. 
They're mulling a remake of “Two 
Hearts in *4 Time” in Sweden and 
may handle ‘Password to Love” 
either in France or ltaly. Fred- 
{erick Brisson’s Independent Ar- 
‘tists anticipates making a_ biopic 
on the life of Carl Brisson 
erick’s father) in Denmark and 
next spring is due to_launch a dia- 
mond mining varn in South Africa 
based upon the life of gem pioneer 
Barney Barnato. Goldridge, Ine.., 
headed by Robert Goelet, Jr., last 
week began “Rapture,” its initial 
film in Italy with Eduardo Cian- 
nelli and Douglas Dumbrille head- 
ing the cast. 

Under a widespread European 
production plan outlined by Darrvl 
Zanuck, 20th-Fox will shell out a 
total of $24,000,000 in the coming 
vear. Half this sum would stem 
from the company’s blocked remit- 
tances. 20th’s announced goal is to 
start at least 12 films in its first 
vear of the plan Already it has 
“Britannia Mews” (“The Affairs of 
Adelaide’) underway in England, 
Prince of Foxes” shooting in Italy, 
while the Cary Grant-Ann Sheri- 
dan starrer, ‘I Was a Male War 
Bride,” is now being gunned by 
Howard Hawks in the U. S. zone 
of Germany Also on the firm’s 
agenda is “No Highway.” based 
upon a novel by Nevil Shute. 

Majors 
which just finished 
My Son” at Elstree, is 


Metro, 
“Kdward. 


(Fred-— 


to swap tricks with Amazing Mr. 
Ballantine who rates an all-clear 


_ James Scholer, manager of Ohio 
in Sandusky, O., checked in for 
an observation period as a new 
comer, 

The Andrew Graingers motored 
in from Boston to bedside of their 
,son, Andy Grainger, former Shea 
circuit manager. 

Ralph Fisher and his Merrvy- 
makers booked at Durgans for one 
week, now in 10th week, with 
Jack Phillips as mee. 

Thomas “IATSE” Curry beat the 
rap in two years and left for a 
vacation in Hopewell Junction be- 
fore resuming his backstage duties. 

Many thanks to Lila Lee, silent 
film star for sending a load of Jig- 
Saw puzzles to be used in, Roger 
lounge room: ditto to James Lee 
for reading matter from Worcest- 
er, Mass. 

Downtown colony organized a 
theatre group, Pine Tree Players, 
headed by A. J. MceGarraghy. Ema- 
nuel Wolinsky is v.p.. and Mrs. 
Grace Clayton secretary-treasurer. 
Grey Gunderman will produce and 
direct. 

The John D. Crimmons of Paris 
@nd N. Y., and Milton C. Faunce, 
railroad exec. and frau in to chat 
with J. Arthur Slattery, who rates 
an all-clear on progress. 

Ray DeWeir planed in from 
Alexandria, Va., to check on Arthur 
Proffitt’s progress; latter had fine 
clinic report. 

Isabelle: Rook, who mastered a 
siege of the thoracoplasty opera- 
tion, cancelled her infirmary room 
to join the up-gang after her recent 
okay medica! clinic. 

Helen Pelechowicz has 
upped to one daily meal. 

(Write to these who are ill). 


been 


recently stated | 


two-month | 
Italy and Eng- | 


. Max 
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Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 

whether full or split week. 

Leitee in parentheses tndieates eirenit: (1) Independent; (1) Loew; (M) Mase; 
(P) Paramount; (K) KKO; (S) Stoll; (W) Warner; (WM) Waiter Reade 








NEW YORK CITY, Franklin & Moore 


Capitol (tL) 9% 
| Gene Krupa Ore 
Betty Reilly 
Georgie Price 
Renald & Rudy 

Music Hall (1) 9 
Win Mayo 
Charles Tyrell 
Willie Jones 
Andy Arcari 
Idalys 
Estelle Sloane 
Rockettes 
Corps de 
Sym Ore 

Paramount (P) & 
C Cavallaro Bd 
Jack E Leonard 
Martin Bros 

Roxy (1) 7 
Frances Langford 
Jon Hall 
Harmonicats 
Jerry Colonna 
Carol Lynne 
Fritz Dietl 

Strand (W) 106 
Winner Take All 
Alvy West Ore 
Cy Reeves 
Carol Ames 

BRONX 

Crotona (1) 6-7 
Juanita & Champs 
F & K Watson 
Arlene Dowling 
Dick Rogers 
Burton & Janet 

QUEENS 

Jamaica (i) 8-11 
Doris & Roberta 
{Kay Marshall 
Del Marke 
Anson Sis 
The Crawfords 


Ballet 


| Dennis & Thomps’n 


Ladd Lyon 

Stan Irwin 

Juanita & Champs 

ATLANTIC 
Steel Pier (i) & 

Marimba Aires 

Mack Triplets 

Bud Sweeney 

Bill Robinson 

The Glenns 

The Carnivales 

Grace Drysdale 

BALTIMORE 

Hippodrome (1) ? 

4 Evans 


BRITAIN 
' 

BIRMINGHAM .N A & C Kembler 
Hippodrome (M) 6 Jack Kelly 
“Soldiers in Skirts” | Petersen Bros 
Stein & Carole | Francanas 
Ford & Sheen { LONDON 
Ronnie Stewart } Casine 6 


Fred Sloan 
Jackie Farr 
Archie Usher 
Cyrus 

Royal (M) 6 
Kid 


Arthur Askey 
Gil Johnson 
Ginette Wander 
John Lewis 
Chie Elliott 
Jimmy Godden 
BRADFORD 
Alhambra (M) 6 
Les Lee 
Ben Yost Co 
Muti Bros 
Bobble Kimber 
Hooper Sis 
Caroll Levis 
CARDIFF 
New (S) 6 


“Rocky Mtn Rhym” 
B Bill Campbell Co 


Cooke's Pony Rev 
Ravel 

Shek Ben Ali 
Syd Makin 


‘Ken Dorvilles 


Ace Girls 
Accordion Girls 
H A Milton 
DERBY 
Grand (S) @ 


| Jack Durant 


Morris & Cowley 
Peter Brough 
Paul Wingrave 


, Balmoral 4 


L Rayner & Betty 
Helga Stone 
Hope & Ray 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire ‘M) 6 
2 Dancettes 
Reid & Squires 
J & M Kinsch 
Carvil & Mundy 
Bob Andrews 
Wall 
Arthur Worsley 
3 Faves 
Stevano 
GLASGOW 
Empire (M) 6 
Ronnie Lesiie 
Peters Sis 
Joe Black 
Iris Sadler 
Jose Moreno Co 
Wonder Stariets 
Billy Cotton Bd 
HACKNEY 
Empire (8) 6 
Mother Riley Co 
Lucan & McShane 
Willer Neal 
Jimmy Elliott 
Keith & Cortez 
Barton 4 
Eddie Hart 
Peter Bros 
George Beck 
LEEos 
Empire (M) 6 
3 Shades 
D Wakefield Co 
Tony Walsh 
Lew Parker 
Richardo & Asst 
M Colleano Co 
Elsie Bower 
Yvonne Watts 


LEICESTER 
Palace (S$) 6 
Scandals of 1948 
Frank Randle 
Powell's Banjo 8 
John Boden’s Co 
BR A Wavzan Trp 
Hal Swain 
Rita Shearer 
Stan Stafford 
Hal Mack Co 
Gus Aubrey 
Audrey Hewitt 
LIVERPOOL 
Empire (‘M) 6 
And So We Go On 
Is<v Bonn 
it & D Keneéall 


CITY | 


from Stratford 


| Con 
| Max & Gang 

| Krista & Kristal 
| Petey Waring 

| 4 Wallabies 


Leo Navara 
{CC Dolphin Co 
| State (1) 9-11 
E & A Corda 
George Lyons 
Lenny Bruce 
The Lavernes 
12-15 
lola & Thomas 
Flauretta Co 
Danhy Crvystal 
The Harpers 
CAMDEN 
Towers (1) 10-12 
|2 Gals & Al 
| Ginny Lowery 
Fayne & Foster 
| Bobby Sargent 
|B & J Marco 
j CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 9% 
Ginny Simms 
(others to fill) 
Oriental ( & 
Church & Hale 
Jerry Wane 
Dave Barry 
Arren & Broderick 
Carl Sands Ore 
MIAMI 
Olympia (P) & 
Folie Miller 
Red Thornton 
Tiarry Babbitt 
|J & L Seiler 
Pansy the Horse 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (i) 9 
| Gallo & Laird 
| M Christophe: 
Maud Hilton 
| Burns 2 & Evelyn 


READING 
Rajah (i) 9-11 
V Lombardo Ore 
| Leo DeLvon 
|Mann & Ross 
Flauretta Co 
ROCKFORD 

Palace (1) 10-12 


“Playtime Frolics” 
Dwight Davis 
Will Mastin 3 
Marina & 3 Rays 
fone to fill) 
WASHINGTON 
Capito! ‘t) ? 
Pedro & Durand 
Jerri Keever 
Bert Wheeler 
Barco & Beryl 


June Richmond 
Coles & Aikins 
Max Mille: 

| Hippedrome (mM) 
| “Starlight Roof” 
| Vie Oliver 

| Pat Kirkwood 

| Fred Emney 

| Melachrino Ore 

| Marilvn Hightower 
Michael Bentine 
Julie Andrews 

| Jean Garson 

| Santigo Bd 

| Palladium (M) 6 
Dinah Shove 
Herman Hyde 
Jean Parke 

J & A Digatano 
Jackie Hunter 
Colleano 


El Granadas 


| MANCHESTER 


Hippedrome ‘(S) ¢ 
Frank Marlowe 


[M & H Nesbitt 
| Elsa & Waldo 


Loreen Harris 
Albert Whelan 
Johnson Clark 
|3 Astaires 

B Kayes Pekes 


| MANCHESTE® 


Palace (M) 6 
' “Serenade” 
| Irene Manning 
| Harry Stockwell 
| George Moon 
| Gustav Wally 
| NEWCASTLE 
Empire (M) 6 
The Madhatters 
'Svd Sevmour 
| Madhatters Bd 
| Constance Evans 
| Earle & Oscar 
The sihvars 
| Max Bygraves 
The Speedacs 
| John Voiselle 
Seymore Lovelies 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 6 
| Forces Showboat 
Terry Bartlett 
Colin Ross 
|R & H Secombe 
Timar Bros 
Billy Wells 
SHEFFIELD 
| Empire (M) 6 
The Garcias 
‘John Boles 
Harry Worth 
Riley & Heller 
M & Roberto 
Terry Thomas 
V & J Crastonian 
Vernon Sis 


| SHEPHERDS BUSH 


‘Ss 6 
Ore 


Empire 
Ted Heath 
Sam Costa 
Robert Harbin 
Scott & Foster 
Desmond & Marks 
Bill Ker: 

E & J Paul 

SOUTHSEA 
i King’s (M) 6 
Dancing Years 
Barvy Sinclair 
Odette Field 
Nicolette Roeg 

SUNDERLANO 

Empire (M) 6 
Ta Ra Rah Boom 
Frankie Howerd 
Adrienne & Leslie 
| Morgan & Rovile 
Irving & 


| Hippedrome ‘(M) 
Its All Blarney 
G & J Prige 
Harry Bailey 
Bilt Seat 


Jack Dougtas 


; Juenger Bajlet Line 
ei c 


Sophie Tucker 


Girdwood 


WOLVERHAMPTON 


Jack Francois 
Dick Beamish 


WOOD GREEN 
Empire (S$) 6 


G & A Black Sammy Curtis 
| Nat Jackley | Dennis Murray 
4 Hurricanes | Robert Harris 
4 Pagolas 16 Tiller Girls 
Marianne Lincoln | Hey-Hey Lovelies 





Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK CITY 


Hotel 











Cafe Society New Yorker 


Downtown B Cummins Ore 
Nellie Lutcher lee Revue 
Avon Long Hotel Piccadilly 
Calvin Jackson | Delk Tr 
Dave Martin Ore | Hotel Pennsyivania 
Copacabana | Skitch Henderson O 
Lena Horne | Hotel St Moritz 
Copsey & Ayres | Meneoni Ore 
Janie Ford | Jacquelina 
Sonny Calello i Vida & Varo 
Ralph Young | Hotel Taft 


Vincent Lopez Ore 

Charlie Drew 
Latin Quarter 

Ted Lewis Orc 


Ray Malone 
M Durso Ore 
Alvares Ore | 
Diamond Horseshoe 


Jay Marshall Don Saxon 
Grace & Nicco Paul White 

| Norma Shepherd Dorothy Claire 
Choral Octet | Elroy Peace 

H Sandler Ore Reed Sis 


Geraldine DuBois 
Andrea Dancers 
Prominaders 
Ving Merlin Ore 
B Harlow Orc 
Le Ruban SBiev 


Alvarez Mera 


hico 
Fernanda Crespa 
Conde Luis 
Victoria Barcelo 


Rita & Rozino | King Odom 4 

' fos Panchos | Patricia Bright 
Hevana-Madrid Bernie George 

Los Bocheros Sonny Raye 

Trini Reyes Normann Paris 8 


| H Santillana 

Ralph Font Ore 

Machito Ore 

Hetel Beimo’‘t-Piaza 

| Eddie Stone Orc 
Hetel Biltmore 

Russ Morgan Ore 

Hlavold Nagel Ore 


Leon & Eddie's 
Jerri Blanchard 
Art Waner Ore 
Cerneys 
Terry Twins 
Bruce Howard 
Rosiyn Paige 
Shepard Line’ 





Hotel Edison Old Reumanian 
Henry Jerome Ore | Sadie Banks 

Ne 1 Fifth Ave | Joe LaPorte Ore 
Turner Twins D’Aquila Orc 
‘Jack Kerr Spivy‘s 

Hazel Webster Katrina Van Oss 
Downey & Fonville | Mary McCarty 


Penthouse Club = Spivy 
Josh White | Versailles 
Oscar Walzer Nancy Donovan 


Riviera | Bob Grant Ore 
Carlos Ramirez Panchito Ore 
Manor & Mignon Village Garn 
Tony Bavaar | Hal Graham Ore 
Joey Gilbert | Bourbon & Bain 
Donn Arden Line | Piute Pete 

Hotel Aster Waldorf-Astoria 


Jack Fina Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 


CHICAGO 


| Paul Grey 

| Elyssa Jayne 

M Gould Ore (10) 
D Dorben Ders Co 

Billy Bishop Ore 


; . i Hotel Stevens 
Florence & Fred ric | Benny Strong Ore 
a Helsings |B & F Ballard 

Al Morgan John Flanagan 
George DeWitt Jean Arlen 
Minda Lang Marian Spelman 
Bonnie Linell | Skating Blvdears 
Bill Chandler Ore Bog Turk 
H Edgewater Beach Repfield & Del Tore 
Geo Olsen Ore | Deris Donavan 
A) are . | Elwood Cari 

ae oe Peimer House 


Hal Raywin 3 
Betty Gray Liberace 


D Hild Dancers (12) | Clifford Guest 
Maurice & Marvea M Abbott Ders (10) 


Chez Paree 


Blue Barron Ore 
Three Suns 


Blackhawk 
Al Trace Orch 
Jackie Van 
Hotel Bismark 


| Florian ZaBach Ore 
Gisell & F 


Szy oni 





‘Mrs. America’ 


Continued from page 43 








antenatal 
which is the basis of the charges, 
was: “Opportunity for married 


girls to enter nation-wide beauty 
contest and win $5,000 prize. Par- 
ticipants paid nightly.” Rosenberg 
stated that if the girls did not re- 
ceive any pay it constituted false 
pretense. 

D’Carlo replied that his promise 
of payment as set forth in the ad 
did not state how much the girls 
would be paid and that payment 
of their transportation costs was 
deemed sufficient by his office. 

A year ago, D’Carlo, who up un- 
til that time held the local fran- 
chise for Atlantic City’s “Miss 
America” contest, was in the head- 
lines when he threatened to sue 
after the promotion had _ been 
awarded to another person. It was 
D'Carlo who brought Joan Barry 
here for a nitery career after her 
court battle with Charlie Chaplin 
in a paternity case. 


FRANKIE LAINE’S 116 
ON L. A. THEATRE DATE 


Hollywood, Sept. 7. 

Frankie Laine pocketed $11.000 
as his cut on a week's stand at 
the Million Dollar theatre. He paid 
supporting talent $3,500; Ike Car- 
penter orch, $1,850; Dave Barry, 
$850: Mercer Brothers, $550; Doris 
Gruen. $250. Agents’ commissions 





will take another bite out of his 
SWag. 
He was in for 50° of $22.000 


gross. Pic was “Mystery in Mexico” 
(RKO). 
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Olsen-Johnson S | however, is carried by Holmes, who 


Jean open with some comie step- 





ping. Brunt of this novelty turn, | 

















iwins a nice response with his con- 
e 
Canadian Expo 


$300,000 Advance 


iswallowing a glass of water. For 
the windup duo does some fast 

Toronto, Sept. 7. 
As it’s going now, the Canadian 


National Exhibition will surpass 
the 2,360,000 attendance record 
set in 1947 by the two-week an- 
nual fair but the bigger news Is 
the tremendous reception of the 
Olsen and Johnson nightly grand- 
stand show, which had a $300,000 


Ts! 


advance sale and will gross around 
$358,000 for the 14 performances 

At $2 top, all reserved seats 
were sold out three nights after 
the CNE rang up the first-night 
curtain. dt was then decided to 
add another 2,000 chairs in the 
bleachers at $1 apiece; and these 
have been quickly sold. 

The O & J show, produced by 
Leon Leonidoff, is notable for its 
expansiveness and the fact that it 
christens the CNE’s new $2,400,- 
000 grandstand. In addition to 
the Olsen and Johnson zany pro- 
ceedings in the usual tradition, 
the big production has_ been 
staged by Leonidoff on a 350-foot 
rostrum, with a 60-foot depth. 
Worthy of mention are the eye- 
filling sets by Albert Johnson and 
the chroeography of the 48-girl 
line directed by Bob Sidney. In 
the pit is a 60-piece orchestra di- 
rected by Pembroke Davenport. 

Some indication of the gigantic 
scope of this big production be- 


fore the 22,000-seater grandstand | 


is the fact that this uses 16 elec- 


tricians and over 30 stagehands, | 
and the set sections are mounted , 


on flat-cars and propelled for 


scene changes on regulation rail- | 


way tracks. Used, too, are 10 bat- 
tleship spotlights and additional 
banks totalling 240 floods. With 
Leonidoff back in New York after 
the successful launching, produc- 
tion is now being supervised by 
Jerry Franks. 

Apart from that $300,000 ad- 
vance sale, plus word-of-mouth 
praise ensuring a current sellout 
for the remainder of the 14-niglit 
engagement, the O. & J. show is 
the most lavish and sophisticated 
grandstand production seen in the 
69-year history of the Canadian 
Expo, not only on magnitude but 
eye-filling decor. It’s a far big- 
ger edition of O. & J.’s first CNE 
commitment last year when they 
appeared in the Coliseum (11,- 
000) to gross $90,000 for 11 per- 
formances. 

In addition to the comics them- 
selves, the bill includes: Johnny 
Burke, Clark Bros., Helene and 
Howard, Nirska, Billy Kay, Shan- 
non Dean, Andy Ratoucheff, the 
Six Mighty Atoms, the Shyrettos, 
Ben Yost’s Viking Choir, Michael 
Edwards, Maurice Millard, Frank 
Cook, John Howes, Shorty Ren- 
na, Louise Burns, Frank Hart. 
Family act also includes J. C. Ol- 
sen and June Johnson. 

The 48-girl line has four big 
production numbers, notably the 
“Rhapsody in Blue” dance inter- 
pretation; the mammoth country 


hoedown; the Swiss &ékiing scene, | 


complete with skating specialties 
and high ski-jumps; and the big 
company roundup with some 200 
performers on stage. It’s cer- 
tainly one of the biggest produc- 
tions ever staged in Canada. 
McStay. 


Apollo, N. Y. 

Lucky Millinder Band (15) with 
Lu Elliott and Paul Breckinridge, 
Claude Marchant Dancers (8), 
Phillips & Wall, Holmes & Jean, 
*“Pigmeat” Markham & Co.; “Unex- 
pected Guest” (UA). 


Current bill at this Harlem vaud- 
ery is an average layout composed 
of the usual ingredients—a band, 
some dancing and a dash of com- 
edy. Lucky Millinder crew and the 
Claude Merchant dancers draw top 
marquee display. 

Orch gets .the sesh rolling with 
its femme vocalist, Lu Elliott, pip- 
ing a pair of numbers, of which 
“These Foolish Things” emerges 
as the better. Band, comprising 
seven brass, four reed and four 
rhythm, does a unique interpreta- 
tion of ‘“Alexarder’s Ragtime 
Band” that appears to be a cross 
between “Down Home Rag” and 
*“Miv Old Kentucky Home.” Boys 
also contrib “Natural Blues” and 
enterprisingly follow up with a 
finale from Gounod’s “Faust.” Gar- 
nish it solid with ample riffs to 
score heavily with the payees. 


A versatile team, Holmes and 


acro-terping to garner strong sal- 


vos. 

Millinder has a good vocalist in 
Paul Breckinridge. Tall lad shows 
a wealth of volume in tenoring a 
trio of tunes, “Bluebird of Happi- 
ness,” “Masquerade Is Over” and 
“Swing Low, Sweet Chariot.” But 
pite the feeling and expression 
he gives hi. numbers, he could de- 
velop his selling; his present stance 
at the mike is rather wooden. 
the show 
comedy scenes, the 

Phillips & Wall ‘New 
ets) and the Marchant dancers 

also New Acts Comic sketches, 
per usual, star “Pigmeat,” a house 
fave, for f ney results. Millinder, 
incidentally, rates a nod for his 
able backing of the overall show in 
addition to his own crew's stints. 

Gilb. 


Oriental, Chi 

Chicago, Sept. 2. 
Gene Autry and Champion, Rufe 
Davis, Pat Buttram, Johnny Bond, 
Cass County Boys (3), Pinafores 
(3), Frankie Marvin, Carl Cotner; 

“The Strawberry Roan” (Col). 
As a bill to give kids their last 
fling before school-bells toll, this 
one makes good sense. Gene Autry 
and his film-radio saddlemates are 


de Ss 


are a 
terp 


Rounding out 
of 
of 
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team 


candy to small fry.  First-day 
matinee biz set a new house rec- 
ord. Management upped the 1-5 


p.m. tariff from 65 to 98c. straight, 
but kept the 50c. morning scale in 
force. 

Bill is heavy on vocals and 
music-making. Autry, less at ease 
than in his picts, handles the in- 
troes, opening with kind words 
about Chi and emerging top man 
in a heavy-footed exchange with a 
heckler in a box. Ensemble, draped 
on a campfire-chuck wagon set, 
serenades with “It’s a Good Day.” 
Fiddler Carl Cotner scrapes up an 
okay hand with “Mocking Bird,” 
and Johnny Bond's brace of hill- 
billy vocals are well received. By- 
play has Autry firing his pistols to 
silence Bond's backchat. | 

Three Pinafores chime a pair 
of pops for good results, followed 
by Frankie Marvin's brief stint on 
amplified steel guitar. The Cass 
County Boys rate ample rewards 
with “Ragtime Cowboy Joe,” play- 
ing bass, guitar and accordion. Pat 
Buttram§ satisfies as a country 
bumpkin wit, using the maizy 
material and bucolic manners that 
clicked here during his years as 
comic with the ‘National Barn 
Dance.” 

Autry opens his songfest with 
his radio themer, turns in English- 
Spanish choruses of “Yours,” and 
draws salvos via a medley of his 
disk faves. Rufe Davis lands ready 
yocks with animal noises and rub- 
ber-faced mugging. Choice bit is 
his sax imitation to guitar accom- 
paniment. Comic’s vocal on “Sioux 
City Sue” gets fine reception, along 


,with his grunt, squeal and bark 


closer. 

Heaviest hand is reserved for 
Autry’s return astride his film 
steed, Champion. Horse prances 
and paws the air while juves pound 
their pinkies. “End of the Trail” 


tableau, with Autry slumped for- 
ward in the saddle, closes the 
session. 


Sieel Pier. A.C. 
Atlantic City, Sept. 3. 
Henny Youngman, Connie Haines, 
4 Macks, Renard & Arden, Roxy- 
ettes, Johnny O'Connell house 
orch; “Best Man Wins” (Col). 


Henny Youngman and Connie 
Haines return to Steel Pier’s Mu- 
sic Hall to top this week’s bill. 

Opening act is Renard and Ar- 
den, who please wiih neat novelty 
d-nee. Four Macks go over with 
nice skating bit on miniature plat- 
form, 

Youngman’s first appearance 
speedily wins over audience with 
his neat patter. Scores as he clowns 
with Eddie McKnight, band’s drum- 
mer. 

Gives way to Miss Haines, who 
opens with 
Darling” and then goes into “You 
Made Me Love You.” Follows with 
“How Come You Do Me Like You 


Do,” “You Can’t Be True, Dear,” 
and ecalls it a night with ‘“Dark- 
town Strutter’s Ball.” All songs 


well received by full house. 

Youngman is back, draped in a 
leopard’s skin, as “Nature Boy” 
to get howls. Then does stint which 
keeps audience in laugh mood for 
some 30 minutes. 

While Youngman and _ Miss 
Haines are tops in any house, show 
is not as strong generally as most 
presented on pier this-summer. 

Walk. 


—s 
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“You Call Everybody | 


! 
Paramount, N. Y. 

Carmen Cavallaro Orch (16) 
with Bob Lido, Larry Storch, Mar- 
‘tin Bros. (2); “Sorry, Wrong Nui- 
ber” (Par), reviewed in VARIETY 
July 28, '48. 





For the first time in several 
‘shows here the major responsibitity 
of entertaining the payees is left 
up to the band. The house manage- 
ment is making full use of the 
top-cut crew of Carmen Cavallaro, 
and it serves as a good change of 
pace inasmuch as Cavallaro serves 
up tunes in the sweet manner cur- 
rently in demand. His music has 
est interspersed with a highly lis- 
tenable quality. 

Cayallaro’s pianistics are ap- 
plause - productive His medleys 
have pace, variety and polish, and 
the orchestral selections offer the 
same attributes. From his opening 
“Hallelujah” to the closing “Ani 
tra’s Boogie,” he provides attention 
arresting tunes with his instru- 
mentation of a quartet of reeds, 
five fiddles, three rhythms plus 
the maestro’s 88. He gives an en- 
tirely satisfactory account of him- 
self. The crew's vocalist, Bob Lido, 
does a schmaltzy “Sorrento” for 
good effect. 

The surrounding show since its 
opening has undergone a major 
change (separate story in Vaude- 
ville dent.). Larry Storch, original- 
lv signed “or the comedy spot, left 


after opening day and Jack 
Leonard replaced. 
Storch has by now established 


himself as one of the better mimics. 
His showirg at the Paramount in- 
dicates that he’s adding characteri- 
zation to his impressions. His take- 
offs are also embellished with good 
writing. Storch’s impression of 
Cary Grant is still one of the best 
things he does, but he’s improved 
this bit with some added manner- 
isms. Another excellent bit is the 
femme drunk which he does for an 
encore. 

Other act is the Martin Bros. 
(2) (New Acts). 

The layout, ace’ ‘ontally, is a 
show devoid of ftemme talent. 
Comedy dance team of Rochelle 
and Beebe was originally slated 
for the Martin Bros. spot, but ill- 
ness caused a substitution. Jose. 


Hippodrome. Balto. 
Baltimore, Sept. 5. 
“The Original Amateur Hour 
Winners” from Dumont TV pro- 
duced by th2 “Major Bowes Staff,” 
with Stan Early, Chet Boswell, 
Sunshine Ungar, Pinkey Robinson, 
Roy Thorsen, Bruce Moruyan with 
“Sandy McTavish,” Ana Petronella, 
Olympia Barone, Jo Lombardi 
house orch (12); “The Black Ar- 
row” (Col), 


The old Major Bowes format, 
carried into TV on Dumont Sun- 
day nights by “The Major Bowes 
Staff” and now essaying stage ap- 
pearances, offers little change or 
novelty. It’s the same collection of 
singers, hoofers, impersonators 
and balloo: squeezers. It’s pleas- 
ing enough but quite innocuous 
and hardly a trailer for what video 
has to offer at the moment. 

Paced smoothly by Stan Early, 
“Graduate Guest Master of Cere- 
monies,” the parade starts with 
Sunshine Ungar in swingy vocals 
of “Trolley Song” and ‘Wanna 
Make Rhythm,” Roy Thorsen shak- 
ing out some taps and Pinkey Rob- 
inson with a rep of whistling, bird- 
calls and animal imitations. 

Lou Caesar ts a trick violinist 
| Playing his instrument from all po- 
| Sitions. He also manages to squeeze 
;out a tune on an inflated balloon. 
Brought on as a master of be-bop 
singing, Chet Boswell, “a clerk 
from Bethlehem Steel,” gives out 
with rather uncontrolled versions 
of “Sunn: Side of Street” and 
“Take the A Train” in exaggerated 
scat style, which must be a treat 
for his fellow workers during re- 
cesses at the steel company. 

Setup takes a lift from here on 
in with Ana Petronella, eight-vear- 
old moppet, nade up like Al Jol- 
son and mouthing and gesturing 
recordings of Jolie giving out with 
his mammy stuff, hanging up some 
effective panto. Early is next with 
impressions of familiars, with ver- 
sion of The Dead End Kids, his 
best job. Strong closing is regis- 
tered by Olympia Barone with 
‘some nifty legit warbling. 


Biz fair. Burm. 





Olympia. Miami 
Miami, Sept. 5. 
Bela Lugosi, Johnny Woods, Ada 
Lynn, The LaVernes (4), Tato & 
Julia, Les Rhode House Orch; 
“Emperor Waltz” (Par). 


* 


Comedienne Ada Lynn brightens 
what would otherwise add up to an 
average vaude layout which sags 
perceptibly in the topliner spot. 

Bela Lugosi, marquee lure for 
the package, offers the Hollywood 
personal, complete to the uninter- 
esting reminiscing and a “scene” 


‘which in this case is supposed to 


'be a scarey bit but which just 


doesn’t come off, inspiring giggles | 
the aisle-sitters | 


instead. In fact, 
seemed to be looking for laughs 
rather than “horror character’ 
stuff done straight. 

Miss Lynn sparks consistent re- 
action from the stubholders. A 
zingy personality, she purveys a 
set of special-material numbers 
that ring the bell. Standout is her 


| Ppaltadium, London 


London, Aug. 31. 


Dinah Shore, Nicholas Bros. (2), 
El Granadas & Peter (4), Jayne & 
|Adam DiGatano, Herman Hyde 
with Jean Marker, Jackie Hunter, 
Con Colleano, Max & His Gang, 
Peter Waring, Krista & Kristal, 
Waliabies, Woolf Phillips and Sky- 
rockets orch. 


takeoff on Martha Raye and Betty | 


Hutton, but holding with that se- 
quence is the character-impression 
series. Presented in showmanly 
fashion her stint winds into a beg- 
off 


Balance of show sets well enough 
though not earning the palming 
Miss Lynn rates. Johnny Woods 


emcees efficiently and in own spot 
offers up his standard radio and 
screen star carbons. Works a bit too 
fast on the patter leading into the 
takeoffs, but vocal imagery Is 
authentic enough to rake in satis- 
factory palming. 

Latin terpers, Tato and Julia, 
look better on the Olympia stage 
than in the more intimate niteries 
they’ve played locally. Femme has 
donned new costume to better 
effect, while their native dance 
versions view for better results. 

Roughouse Apache routine in the 
standard vein is turned in by the 
LaVernes, the quartet earning the 
requisite amount of gasps with the 
slambang Montmartre stuff. 

Les Rhode house orch handles 
the backgroundings competently. 

Lary. 


Chicago, Chi 
Chicago, Sept. 3. 
Danny Thomas, Marie McDon- 
ald, Dunhills (3), LeRoy Bros. (2), 
Jack Fulton orch; “Embraceable 
You” (WB). 





Holiday show is one of the fast- 
est-moving units seen on the Chi- 
cago stage in recent months. A\l- 
though in for one week only, 
strong-word-of-mouth should keep 
holdout ropes up most of the time. 

Stage bill opens cold without 
fanfare, or band number, with 
Three Dunhills, working precision 
taps to flurry of applause. 

Male tapsters get into the groove 
with military formation bit, then 
go into hesitation finish. Dancers 
do some neat challenge rolls to 
“Blue Skies” and walk off with 
brisk hand. 

Le Roy Bros. are unusual in that 
duo often work their string-dolls 
in front of the audience instead of 
behind a box. Illusion is still strong 
due to the workmanship of the 
puppeteers. Open with a luminous 
clown, then swing into jitterbug 
team. One man works both dolls, 
keeping koth dancing in tempo. 
String-pullers come to the fore 
with skeleton dolls and end with 
smash session of Gene Krupa at 
the drums. 

Marie McDonald, entering to 
n.usical background of “Marie,” is 
one of those rare things—a film 
star who has stage presence and 
fine pipes. Lush blonde dispenses 
with the .lollywood chatter and 
corny platitudes, then swinging 
right into novelty specialty, ‘‘Ain’t 
No Misery in Me.” Ex-Tommy Dor- 
sey band vocalist displays more 
than the ody beautiful in next 
number, ‘What'll I Do.” Femme 
doesn’t come off second best in 
love test from “Angel Street,” 
which has the audience believing 
the heavy stuff until the gag punch- 


line. Singer encores with beat 
number, “You Got to See Moma 
Every Night.”” in which she does 


some fast talk with Danny Thomas. 
Has to eg off. 

Thomas makes his first stage ap- 
pearance here since becoming a 
picture name. His lengthy cafe 
stint at the 5100 Club in town, 
for three years; his recent engage- 


ment at the Chez Paree, plus his: 


radio and pic shots, find him with 
a pre-sold crowd. Thomas punches 
with his tirades against his former 
radio sponsors, all “unapprecia- 
tive” of his talents; radio giveaway 
programs, etc. Comedian reprises 
his cross-country bus trip, complete 
with rest stops and dialect pas- 


sengers, which has the seat-holders | 


rollicking. While an _ oldie, his 
Italian phone bit with birth record- 
er is sure yock material. How- 
ever, his singing of medley from 
his picture, “Big City,” could be 
dropped as it’s anti-climactical. 
Jack Fulton orch backs show 
neatly, eliminating customary solo 
spot. Zabe. 





» 
Mex iitery Boom Over 
Mexico City, Sept. 1. 
War boom honeymoon for local 
niteries is definitely over, unless 
there’s a big pickup pronto. This 
doesn’t seem likely. Depression, 
worsened by the monetary devalua- 
tion and not as many U. S. tourists 
as expected has closed 60 night 
spots here, according to Lic. Jose 
Barona de la O, lawyer for the 
musicians union, many of whom 
are now out of jobs, 
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Dinah Shore, making her bow 
in Britain, tops a firstrate bill at 
the Palladium, and although there 
will be plenty of dollars going out 
of the theatre, there will be equally 
plenty shekels rolling in at the 
boxoffice. 

Rave reception she received is a 
tribute to her charm, personality 
and skill as a songstress. When 
caught, she socked over especially 
strongly, particularly with “Bal- 
lerina,” “Yes, My Darling Daugh- 
ter,” “Galway Bay” and a couple 
of hits from “Up in Arms.” Beauti- 
fully gowned, and without a trace 
of sophistication, she was a cinch 
even before she walked on the 
stage. 

Making a welcome return after 
only a brief absence, the Nicholas 
Bros. (2) score an instantaneous 
click with their smooth hoofing. 
Another American visitor debuting 
at the Palladium is Herman Hyde, 
who, assisted by Jean Marker, pro- 
vides considerable fun with a va- 
riety of instruments from a fiddle 
to a harp. His hoke, still big here. 

Opening are El Granadas & Pe- 
ter with a conventional Mexican 
act, followed by Peter Waring, 
smooth-tongued raconteur with an 
easy flow of humorous yarns. 
Femme half of Jayne & Adam Di 
Gatano is an eye-filler, ‘and the 
duo combine in a dancing act of 
grace and beauty. Nifty trapeze 
acrobatics come from the Danish 
twins, Krista & Kristal. 

Second half is introduced by 
the Four Wallabies, whirlwind tum- 
blers who crack no mean whip, 
making way for Con Colleano, the 
veteran tightrope dancer, whose 
daring back somersault is the 
whammo of the turn. Jackie Hunter 


doesn’t introduce any new mate- 
rial for his one-man BBC since 
his last “.ondon appearance a 
month ago, and finally there is 
Max with his performing dogs, do- 
ing just what one expects with 
performing dogs. Myro. 








_Rank’s ‘Twist’ | 
——_———  (ontinued from page 3 


because Fagin dominates lengthy 
chunks of footage. 

League's statement declared that 
“several weeks ago, the Rank or- 
‘ganization invited representatives 
of the League to a private screen- 
ing of ‘Twist.’ The picture, dra- 
matically fine as it may be, por- 
trays Fagin as a grotesque carica- 
ture of a Jew. Although not re- 
ferred to as a Jew in dialog, in 
all other respects Fagin is based 
on the Dickens text. His makeup 
copies Cruikshank’'s actual illustra- 
tions in the original Dickens story. 

“Fagin in the movie is a stereo- 
type which Julius Streicher and 
other Nazis tried to impose on the 
world It is our conviction that 
the picture would do serious harm. 
This is all the more unfortunate 
because obviously the Rank organi- 
zation intended not to stiumulate 

Understood that Donald Neame 
and David Lean, producer-director 
team that made the film, went 
ahead on the portrayal of Fagin 
against the advice of Rank. Duo 
saw no reason to deviate from the 
Cruikshank sketches since other 
villainous British characters—non- 
Jewish—were faithfully portrayed 
/in the Dickens tradition. 


EL Capital 


Continued from page 3 




















i ceneesttiemmenl 


is a wholly-owned subsid, is re- 
sponsible for the feeler which has 
been tentatively put out in the 
search for additional coin. Young 
is said to be in no position himself 
to toss added cash into the com- 
pany as result of his recent efforts 
| to wrest control of the New York 
| Central railroad and his heavy in- 
vestment in the Chesapeake & 
Ohio. 


While EL, in its short existence 
of less than two years, has come 
along very rapidly and is now said 
to. be operating profitably or close 
to it, there are understood to have 
been nothing more than nibbles on 
Young’s offer. Lack of interest 
stems, at least partially, from the 
overall absence of enthusiasm in 
financial circles for film or amuse- 
ment stocks because of general un- 

, certainties, 
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Strawhats as Good Proving Grounds: 
About 80 Hayloft Tryouts This Season LONCRUN SHOWS Instead of The Shuberts’ via Guild Snag 


The increasing number of sum-¢ 
mer theatre tryouts that have 
reached Broadway in recent seas- 
sons confirms the growing impres- 


sion that strawhats are a good | 


proving ground. They also indicate 
a change in strawhat manager 
thinking, since at one time new 
plays were taboo in the haylofts 
because they showed up badly at 
the boxoffice. 

In 1944, about 18 new plays were 
tried out in the strawhats, with 


ly two of the crop reaching | : 
ng |sheet’s policy of publishing legit 


Broadway. These were “Othello” 
and “Dark of the Moon.” In 1945, 
24 plays were tested during the 


summer and none came to Broad- | 


way that season. In 1946 there were 
43 new shows tested in the barns, 
and four subsequently reached 
Broadway. These were “A Young 
Man’s Fancy,” “Wonderful Jour- 
ney,’ “Made in Heaven and 
“Temper the Wind.” 

In 1947, at least 62 plays were 
tried out in strawhats, and of these, 
seven came into New York. These 
were “Dear Judas,” tested at Ogun- 
quit, Me.; 
tried out in 
Tomorrow,” 
Conn., under title of “Death of a 
Rat”; “Trial Honeymoon,” 
at Blauvelt, N. Y.; 
Years,” done at Falmouth, Mass 
and “Angel in the Wings,” trie 
out at several strawhats under title 
of “Heaven Help the Angels.” Only 
the last-named, with the Hartmans 
and Hank Ladd, was a success. 

The current strawhat season has 
seen about 80 tryouts. Several of 
these look like strong bets for en- 
try in Broadway’s °48-'49 season, 
with some already set. These are 
“Sundown Beach,” which opened 
yesterday (Tues.) at the Belasco, 


” 


Detroit; “This 


done at 


Y., and “Silver Whistle,” with 
which the Theatre Guild intends 
to open its N. Y. season. “Sum- 


mer and Smoke,” bowing Oct. 6, 
was a tryout a year ago, at Thea- 
tre °47, Dallas. 

Other possibilities 
“Laughter of Ladies,” tried out at 
Monticello, N. Y., which Boyt & 
Hook are to present; ‘Magnolia 
Alley,” tested at Skowhegan, Me.; 
with Jessie Royce Landis and Mel- 
ville Burke as sponsors; “The Hap- 
iest Years,” done at Stockbridge, 
ol which John Golden is mull- 
ing; “Macy’s Bright Star,” tried at 
Nantucket, Mass., with Max Sonino 
interested; “The 
done at New Hope, Pa.; “All the 
Way Home,” tried out at Ridge- 
field, Conn.; ‘“‘Comin’ Through the 
Rye,” done at Stockbridge, Mass., 
with Warren P. Munsell to present; 
“Perfect Pitch,” tried at Westport, 
Conn. 


Barter’s ‘Hamlet’ To 
Tour South; N.Y. Date? 


include 





The Barter Theatre revival of | 


“Hamlet,” which closed its initial 
engagement last week at the home 
playhouse, Abingdon, Va., will tour 
towns in Virginia and nearby 
— states, beginning Nov. 1. 
here’s a possibility the production 
may be brought to New York after 
its scheduled road trek, for a pop- 
price run at the City Center. 
Robert Breen, who staged and 
played the title role in the show 
at Abingdon, may return to the 
cast if the production is booked 
into the Lissner auditorium, 
George Washington Univ., in Wash- 
ington, but he probably won't ap- 
pear for any other engagements, 


as his duties as executive-secretary | 


of the American National Theatre 
& Academy, 
full time. His successor 
name role isn’t set, but Leo Chal- 
zell, Fred Warriner and Jacque- 
Jine Logan, who also phayed leads 
in the Abingdon engagement, will 
remain for the tour. Nat Karson, 
Broadway producer-designer, pro- 
duced the revival. 

Loan of $5,000 to the Barter 
Theatre was announced last week 
by ANTA, the first such outlay 
ever made by the organization to a 
theatre outside New York. Céin 
is to be Msed to finance the Bar- 
ter’s two touring units and is to be 
repaid from receipts. 





| Ring Lardner, Jr., 


“All Gaul Is Divided,” | 
Time | 
Westport, | 


tested | 
“Harvest of | 


=: 


Gilded Cage,” 


in New York, take his | 
in the! 


John Lardner Joins 
N. Y. Star as Critic 


John Lardner, formerly with 
Newsweek and the New Yorker, is 
the new drama critic of the N. Y. 
Star (formerly PM). His first as- 
signment was last night’s (Tues.) 
opening, “Sundown Beach,” at the 


Belasco, N. Y., with the notice 
slated to appear in tomorrow’s 
(Thurs.) issue, continuing’ the 


reviews a day after the other local 
dailies. 


Lardner, a son of the late Ring 
Lardner and brother of film writer 
succeeds Louis 
Kronenberger, who resigned last 
spring when Bartley Crum and 
Joseph Barnes acquired and re- 
named the paper. John S. Wilson, 
a member of the sheet’s drama 
staff, covered the final few shows 
of last season, after Kronenberger’s 
departure. Kronenberger  con- 
tinues as critic for Time mag. 


Brownstein Quits 





As Equity Counsel 


Rebecca Brownstein, 
sel of Equity for the last 19 years, 
has resigned, effective Sept. 21. 
The union’s council has not taken 


final action on the move, but ap- 
pointed a committee to ask her 
to reconsider. So far, she’s re- 
ported as determined to quit. 
Miss Brownstein. is understood 
to have been dissatisfied with her 
status with the organization, and 
with coaditions in the union gen- 
erally, for some time. Not only 
has she been subjected to sporadic 
criticism, but she also reportedly 
figures her present salary of $10,- 
000 a year (with an additional $960 
as Chorus Equity counsel) is con- 
siderably lower than the position 
and duties warrant. In this coii- 
nection it’s noted that the attor- 


neys for the other actor unions gen- | 


erally get higher retainers without 
being on fulltime basis. 

Resignation of Miss Brownstein 
throws the already muddled execu- 
tive and administrative setup of 
the union into a drastic mess. With 
Paul Turner, 
chief Equity counsel, in almost 
complete tirement, there is no 
one else with the background and 
special knowledge of the union’s 
legal affairs. Also, there may be 
some question whether a suitable 
replacement for Miss Brownstein 
could be hired on a fulltime basis 
for the same retainer. 


Although Paul Dullzell has 
ostensibly retired as Equity’s exec- 
utive-secretary, he continues to 
come to the office nearly every 
Friday, and still retains strong in- 
fluence in the union’s administra- 


tion. In addition, although Angus | 
‘Duncan was named temporary ex- | 
|ecutive-secretary by 
‘several months ago, his authority 


the 


is further limited by the fact that 


a special committee was delegated | 


to suggest a permanent candidate 


for the job. There have been un- 
‘official reports of various people 


being in l ne for the assignment, 
but the post is still open. 


Butler Quits ANTA 


Bill Butlef, in charge of regional 
theatre activities for the American 
National Theatre & Academy, has 
resigned to take freelance staging 
assignments. First will be to direct 
several productions of the Touring 
Players, and the second will be 
regular stager of the stock season 
at the Artillery Lane playhouse, 
St. Augustine, Fla. Butler will con- 
tinue to edit the ANTA section of 
Theatre Arts mag. Warner Watson, 
of the ANTA staff, will take over 
Butler's regional theatre assign- 
ment, with Florence Britton com- 





‘ing in as assistant. 


i 
| 
| 


legal coun- 


for many years the. 


council | 


POLICE RAGGED 


| By HOBE MORRISON 


Problem of yceeping the  per- 
formance level of a hit show up to 
approximately the original level is 
becoming increasingiy tough for 
producers. Complicating factors are 
the gradually lengthening runs of 
successes, the growing theatrical 


~ GOTTA KEEP HITS FROM FLOPPING 





—— © 


knowledge and discrimination of | 


theatregoers and the difficulty of 
holding key actors. 

Difficulty is greater with musi- 
cals than straight plays and worse 
with touring shows than ones on 
Broadway. And although all the 
leading managements keep trying 


to solve the problem, it re- 
mains a headache, drawing pe- 
riodic squawks from New York 


playgoers and from critics and au- 
diences out of town. 


As an example of the lengths 
producers sometimes go in trying 
to hold the quality of run shows up 
to scratch, the Theatre Guild re- 
|}cently sent Jerry Whyte, its musi- 
| cal production manager, to London 
for an unannounced checkup of the 
West End company of ‘‘Oklahoma:” 

After seeing 
Whyte called a week of rehearsals, 
during which a number of cast 
changes were made, 


Standard Guild Practice 


Such tacties are more or less 
| standard with the Guild. When its 
musical productions are playing on 
Broadway the normal 
calls for two weekly checkup ses- 
sions, besides having various peo- 
ple associated with the show drop- 
ping in every few days to catch at 
least part of the performance. In 
general, re-rehearsals and audi- 
tions of replacements are held 
| Thursdays, with Whyte, at least 
,one of the Guild officials and, if 
| possible the composer, author, di- 


the performance, | 
| between 





Mpls. Mgr. Would 
Import Strawhatters 


Minneapolis, Sept. 7. 
James Nederlanaer, manager of 
the Lyceum, local legit roadshow 


house, is trying to work out deal 
with Jules Leventhal to bring a 
number of the latter’s present 
“subway” and strawhat attractions, 
such as “For Love or Money,” 
“Strange Bedfellows” and ‘‘Me and 
Molly,” here to help keep theatre | 


lighted in between regular touring | 


attractions. 

Plan contemplates jumping 
shows direct from New York here. 
It has been figured transportation 
costs 
the boxoffice response is anywhere 
near par. 





London Shoes 


Now in Doubt 


As a result of the latest wrangle 
the producers and 


authors of “High Button Shoes,” 


the London production of the 
musical may be off. Deal for the 
| West End presentation by Jack 


schedule | 
/Ken Later 


rector and choreographer present. | 
ito the authors, Jule Styne (score), 


Whyte or some other representa- 
tive of the management also drops 
in without warning on perform- 
ances out of town from _ time 
to time. And there are constant re- 
placements in the casts of all mu- 


_Sicals. These tend to restore fresh- 


ness to the performance, provided 
the replacement level is main- 
tained. However, it creates an audi- 


, tioning problem, particularly for 


touring shows. 

When “Oklahoma!” played San 
Francisco recently, Rouben Ma- 
moulian, who started the original 
production, personally supervised 
auditions for the 18 required re- 
‘placements, and directed re-re- 
hearsals. Somewhat similar tuneup 
was given the other touring “‘Okla- 
homa!” troupe before its Chicago 
engagement. 

In the case of straight plays, 
managements don’t have to check 


performances so strictly. Even so, | 


the quality of performance in- 
variably tends to slacken, and 
remendial steps are necessary. 
Customarily, the producer, director 


or author catches the show occa- | 
sionally and makes notes. In some. 


(Continued on page 51) 





‘Brig’ Ist Subscription 
Show for L.A.-S.F. in ’49 


“Brigadoon,” which this week 
started its season-long road tour 
in Philadel,..ia, will be the first 


Hylton appears to be in abeyance, 
with little immediate chance of 
a settlement. 

Hylton’s agreement, agented by 
of the William Morris 
office, is with Joseph Fipness, co- 
producer with Monte Proser of the 
show at the Shubert, N. Y., with a 
second company at the Great 
Northern, Chicago. However, 
when the deal was set, the pro- 
ducers had neglected to make the 
payment necessary to hold their 
option on the foreign rights, so the 
English production rights belong 


Sammy Cahn (lyrics) and Stephen 
Longstreet (book). 

Lengthy efforts to work out a 
compromise have bogged down, 
and now the Morris office, which 
also represents Cahn and 
street, 
the Hylton deal to the authors. 
However, rather than let that hap- 
pen, Kipness threatens to demand 
an arbitration under the Drama- 
tists Guild basic agreement. 

Complicating the situation is a 
controversy between the authors 
and producers on the matter of 
royalties from the New York and 
Chicago productions, as well as 
from the London edition. The 
authors were originally promised 
613° of the gross apiece, but there 
is disagreement whether they sub- 
sequently agreed to take a straight 
8% 


If the London deal 
Kipness 


collapses, 
threatens to close the 


Broadway and Chicago produc-| 


tions, both of which are playing 
to heavy grosses. However, 


probably be used to prevent any 
such action. 
be adamant, though, about aban- 
doning plans for a second road 


_ company. 


show in the 1949 subscription sea- | 


son for the Los Angeles and San 


Francisco Civic Light Opera Assns. | 


It will play the two Coast cities on 
ia guarantee-against-percentage ba- 


sis as the finale of its nationwide , 


trek. Dates will be in the late 
spring-early summer. 

Other three shows of the LA-SF 
subscription season have not been 
selected, but one or two will prob- 
ably be new productions by Edwin 
Lester and Homer Curren. Two 
groups’ 1948 offerings were “Annie 
Get Your Gun,” “Sweethearts,” 
“Naughty Marietta” and “Magda- 
jena,” the tatter two being new 
productions. “Marietta” folded 
after the subscription dates, but 
“Magdalena” arrives Sept. 20 at 
the Ziegfeld, N. Y. 


' ager, 


Meanwhile, apparently with the 
expectancy of going ahead with 


the London production, Hylton has | 


set Frank Marlowe for the comedy 
lead created by Phil Silvers. 





Bodkin Replaces Becker 


Two changes have been made in | 


the backstage setup of “The 
Heiress,” at the Biltmore, N. Y. 


Tom Bodkin is now company man- 
replacing Irving Becker. 
Latter was subbing for Rube Bern- 
stein, who is ill. 

Stanley Gould will take over as 
assistant stage manager Sept. 20, 
when the show opens in Philadel- 


phia. He succeeds Richard Saun- 
ders. Herman Shapiro, the stage 
manager, will probably be with 


the show for only part of the tour, 
as he’s expected to be with “The 
Father,” which Fred Finklehoffe 
and Jed Harris will produce early 


‘in the fall. 


wouldn’t be a deterrent if | 


Long- | 
is reported trying to shift | 


ifeld, N. Y., 
| dance critics, as well as the regu- 
_lar drama critics, to cover the op- 
'eretta. Music critics, 


his . 
theatre contracts as well as his. 
agreements with the backers could | 


Kipness appears to | 


John Shubert ‘Producer’ of ‘Romance’ 


* Engagement of Sigmund Rom- 


berg to compose a new score for 


“My Romance” will require 
changes in the production set- 
up of the show. For one thing, 


the musical will now be billed as 
presented by John Shubert, since 
the Shuberts are not signatories of 
the Dramatists Guild basic agree- 
ment and presumably have no in- 
tention of signing. For an- 
other, Roland Leigh, who adapted 
the original Edward Sheldon play, 
“Romance,” will have to rejoin the 
Guild, from which he was dropped 
several seasons ago for non-pay- 
|ment of dues. 

Under the Guild rules, members 
may sign contracts with signatories 
of the basic contract only. Thus, 
with Romberg doing the seore, the 
show must be nominally produced 
| by a signatory manager. Although 
iJ. J. and Lee Shubert aren’t sig- 
| natories, the former’s son, John, is. 
| So he’s being billed as producer of 

“My Romance.” However, con- 
|tracts for the show haven’t yet 
| been filed with the Guild. 
| In its previous version, the musi- 
cal had a score by Denes Agay and 
| Philip Redowski, neither one a 
Guild member, so it was presented 
on tour last season as presented by 

“the Messrs. Shubert” (that is, 
J.J. and Lee). Leigh being a non- 
member of the Guild also per- 
mitted that arrangement. But with 
the signing of Romberg, the Guild 
enters the situation and requires 
Leigh to rejoin the organization, 
provided his adaptation’ is still 
used. Since Agay and Redowski 
are no longer involved, they don’t 
have to join the Guild. 

Ironically, one of the motivating 
factors in the formation of the 
Guild years ago was the deal be- 
tween the Shuberts and Romberg, 
under which they acquired outright 
title to his “Blossom Time” and 
“Student Prince” and have con- 
tinued to present them at enor- 
mous profit but without payment 
of any royalties. 





Music-Dance-Legit 
Critics to ‘Magdalena’ 


Management of ‘‘Magdalena,” 
which opens Sept. 20 at the Zieg- 
is inviting musie and 


in particular, 
are being asked because the show’s 
score is by the noted Brazilian 


' composer, Heitor Villa-Lobos. First 


and second-night tickets are also 
being sent to an unusually large 
number of magazines, out of town 
newspapers, etc. 

Nearly $15,000 is being spent for 
advance advertising and exploita- 
tion for the show, which will have 
cost approximately $315,000 by 
opening night, including around 
$20,000 to transport the cast, crew, 
staff and physical production from 
the Coast: 

Various people associated with 
the production are due east ahead 
of the show. They include Edwin 
Lester, producer; Jules  Dassin, 
stager; Arthur Kay, musical direc- 
tor; Robert Zeller, choral director; 
Jack Cole, choreographer; Robert 
Wright and George Forrest, lyric- 
ists. 

Slated to arrive Sept. 16, about 
the same time as the troupe, are 
Homer Curran, who will present 
the show, and S. Laz Langburgh 


‘and Louis Lurie, of the San Fran- 


cisco Civic Light Opera Assn. 
Lurie and Curran are associated 
in the operation of the Geary the- 


_atre, S. F. Victor Leighton, generai 


manager, is traveling with the com- 
pany by train. Only cast member 
flying is Dorothy Sarnoff. 

Howard Bay, scene designer, has 
been east for several weeks, as 
have Anthony Buttitta, press agent, 
and Eleanor Pinkham, in charge of 
theatre parties. Irene Sharaff, 
costume designer, is remaining on 
the Coast for an assignment at 
RKO. 





Grand Opera House, San An- 
tonio, will be torn down to make 


/ way for a inodern store building. 
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Plays Out of Town 


facter sketch it certainly ends up 


. . a 
Grandma’s Diary 
New Haven, Sept. 2. 
American Theatre Group production 
of comedy in two acis (three scenes) by 
Albert Wineman Barker, Siaged b» au 
thor; setting and lighting, Raymond So- 
vey: incident”! music by Alphonse 
Czibulka. Op 14d at Shubert theatre, 
New Haven, Sept. 2, °48: $5.60 top. _ 
Harrison Augustus Smith 


Peter tichard Wilder 
Alice Eileen Prince 
Linda Gertrude Rovoan 
Cary ee : George N mise 
Boris Leonard Elliott 
Gaines Robert E. Griffin 


4 typographical error in a local 
notice which listed the title of this 
cae as “Grandma's Dairy” may be 
construed as a torm ot criticismi— 
the preem sure laid an egg here 

Play is the first offering ol a nev 
setup tagged as the American 
Theatre Group. Even a _ gener- 
ously-papered house couldn't work 
up any enthusiasm for this would- 
be comedy 

Script wanders through three 
scenes of soporific action. Story 
concerns an ex-language prof, now 
an Army captain who has been on 
assignment in Japan doing post- 
war service after leaving behind 
a somewhat colorless teacher he 
had married on short acquaintance, 
On the way back from the Orient, 
he had hit up a romance with a 
war nufse, already betrothed to 
a distant cousin. The two agreed 
to break off their respective en- 
tanglements in order to marry but 
when the captain gets a gander at 
his marital goose, who has become 
giamorized in his absence, he takes 
a different slant. 

The wite is riding high as author 
of a radio serial based on her 
grandmother's diary, and she has 
fallen tor a crooner who sings on 
her program. Her intentions to 
break off with her husband, in 
order to tie in with the groaner, 
go through a similar experience to 
the captain’s when she first sees 
him again, the obvious curtain be- 
ing that the two end up together 
for a new fling at making marriage 
a go. 

A fairly competent troupe strug- 
gies valianily to make a mountain 
out of this literary molehill. But 
*“Grandma’s Diary” should never 
have been brought down from the 
attic Its return to the trunk 
should be accomplished as quickly 
and as unobtrusively as possible. 

Boie. 





. > 
Town House 

Max Gordon production of comedy in 
three acts (four scenes) by Gertrude 
Tonkonogy from the New Yorker stories 
by John Cheever. Staged by George S. 
Kauiman: setting, Donald Oenslager. 
At Colonial, Boston, Sept. 2, 1948; $5.60 
top 
Lucille Tremaine 
Jack . Tremaine a 
Pete Piurray.......+% 
Esther Murray 
Ramona Murroy 
Carol Hvyter 
Larry Hyer ous 
Mrs. Osgvod ies 
Katherine Levys 
Vinee Barber 
Mademoiselle 
A Stray ‘lan 
Putnam Phelps 
* Ae eer 
A Woman 


June Duprez 
James Monks 
Hiram Sherman 
Mary Wickes 
Roberta Field 
; Pegey French 
Reed Brown, Jr. 
Margaret Dale 
Elizabeth Dewing 
Henry Jones 
Natalie Norwick 
. Joseph Olney 
Edwin Jerome 
Klock Ryder 
Vera Fuller Mellish 
First legit comedy opener of the 
season here stacks up as a very 
palpable hit. Needs a lot of groom- 
ing, editing and working-in here, 
as its weaker points hurt the to- 
tal effect at this phase, but seems 
no doubt that George S. Kaufman, 
et al, will tone down its jumpy 
pace and pull the characters into 
focus. Not easy to say whether 
they've got the cast exactly right 
as it stands, but even without 
changes the show is in. 
Story takes John Cheever’s New 


Yorker characters and adds a 
tenuous plot line. The socially 
crude Murrays, the upper-middle 


class Hylers and the socially elect 
Tremaines take a handsome New 
York mansion on a_ cooperative 
basis. Mutual friends bet the three 
couples haven't got a chance to 
make the deal work out; conflicting 
social Strata, they say, just won't 
blend. 

The arrangement has its ups 
and downs until it turns out that 
all three of the couples are on the 
make for the financial support ot 
a wealthy socialite next door. The 
Treimaines, trying to break loose 
from Lucille Tremaine’s incredibly 
stulfy mother, want to handle 
some of his investments; the Hy- 
Jers want him to finance a mag- 
azine and the Murrays want him 
to save their daughter's progres- 
sive school from collapse. When 
each couple believes the other is 
ruining its chances of making 
contact with the neighbor, a break- 
up in the cooperative threatens. 

Plot gets them together in a 
plenty slagey payoff, but this flaw 
is more than made up tor by the 
gags that shoot out ot the action 
like daggers from an irate woman's 
eve. Miss Tonkonogy’s adapta- 
tion is shrewd and knowing, but 
there’s no mistaking G. S. K’'s 
thumb in there for a frequent jibe 

or jab. as the case may be. Thus 
ii play starts off as a light cnar- 


-“ 
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as a vehicle tor fast cracks, and if 
there are occasional pointed refer- 
ences to the parallel between the 
three couples and the internation- 
al situation, they soon get lost in 
the deal. which is possibly all to 
the good 

The top performances are those 
by Mary Wickes and Hiram Shet- 
man as the Murrays. Neither 
could be improved upon. June Du- 
prez occasionally overdoes the so- 
ciety girl, but should work in to 
click in the role, and looks great 
in any case. Peggy French and 
Reed Brown, Jr., make a_ sqlid 
publishing couple, and James 
Monks is okay as the society boy 
There is a neat bit by Henry Jones 


and okay performances by Mar- 
garet Daie as the society matron, 
Edwin Jerome as the neighbor, 


Elizabeth Dewing as Jones’ girl 
friend. and Roberta Field as the 
Murray's brat daughter. 

The brat. as a matter of fact. is 
occasionally tiresome, as is the 
breakneck pace that calls for re- 
peated shifts of audience attention 
in the stunning Oenslager set that 
shows the library and two bed- 
rooms on two levels. When cut 
down to usual running time this 
garrulousness will doubtless prove 
less tiresome, for pace is an essen- 
tial part of the show provided it 
isn't as overdone as it is here. 

Colonial theatre, incidentally, 
with new decorations, new floor 
and latest type chairs, lends addi- 
tional opulence to Oenslager’s 
two-decker set, Elie. 


Plays Abroad 








Don't Listen. Ladies 


London, Sept. 3. 

Alec L. Rea & E. P. Clift production of 
comedy in two acts by Stephen Powyns 
and Guy Bolton, trom the French of 
Sacha Guitry. Directed by William Arm- 
strong. At St. James, London. Sept. 2. 48. 
Daniel Bachelet Francis Lister 
Madeleine . Constance Cummings 


Valentine ° .. Betty Marsden 
Julie Bille-en-Bois Ada Reeve 
Baron de Charatnay D. A. Niehan 
Le Canut A Tom Webster 
Michel Aubrion Ferdy Mayne 
Henriette Pamela Bevan 
Blandine? Denholin Elliott 
Porter Peter Franklin 
A frothy, typically Gallic sex 


comedy obviously written by Sacha 
Guitry. for himself, brings a breath 
of Paris to jaded London. Its scin- 
tillating nonsense should sparkle 
for many months to come. 
Jeginning and ending with a 
homily delivered over the footlights 
to the male members of the audi- 
ence, it deplores the 
women and their tricky artifices. 
Play unfolds the perplexities of a 
middle-aged antique dealer suspi- 
cious of his young wife’s virtue. 
Retusing to accept her explanation 
of her overnight absence, he tor- 
tures himself with doubts. In 
pique, his wife mocks his jealousy 
and admits she has a lover. 
ex-wife is called into straighten 
out the tangle with No. 2, but she 
only complicates matters, widening 
the breach by hinting at hubby’s 
Casanova-like nature. A divorce is 
pending. but after leaving the 
house and pretending she is all set 
to remarry, the young minx is 
convinced of her husband's love, 
and returns to connubial bliss. 
Constance Cummings has_ her 
best part for vears as the young 
wife, with Francis Lister giving 
point and tragi-bathos to the role 
ot the supposedly cuckolded spouse. 
Betty Marsden is a complex mix- 
ture of bored glamor girl turned 
prosaic wite No. 1, and veteran Ada 
Reeve has some delightful moments 
zs an old flame whose fruity words 
of wisdom turn the scales toward 
reconciliation. D. A. Mahan turns 
in a polished cameo as an art con- 
noisseur, and Denholm Elliott gives 
an appealing depiction of calf love. 
Direction is slick and contributes to 
the all-round excellence of the pro- 
duction, which will draw its own 
clientele. Clem. 





"7 
The Lucky Finger 
Dublin. Aug. 24. 
National Theatre production of comedy 
in three acts by Lennox Robinson. Fea 
tures Eileen Crowe. Liam Folev. Mav 
Craig. Produced by Ria Mooney. Settings 
by Carl Bonn. At Abbey, Dublin 
Statia Clanev Mav Craig 
Richard Claney Liam Foley 


Julia Claney Eileen Crowe 
Sir Adrian Burke 


n Harry Brogan 
Jorn Twohig Brian O'UWiggins 
Sister Mary Francis Ita Little 


Lennox Robinson, once one of the 
\bbey Theatre's most prolific play- 
wrights, in presenting this work 
has gone back to an earlier crea- 
tion. “Drama at Inish” (“Is Life 
Worth Living”), for his setting. 
This is his first new play in 10 
vears and he has given the theatre 
nothing so amusing since “Drama 
at Inish” in 1933. Julia Claney is 
the Cinderalla of the Claney fam- 
ilv—shunted among her better-off 


relalions—until she discovers her, Rickard 


| bucky’ finger. Prizes for newspaper | 


| contests, sweepstakes or playing | 
ithe horses, all come her way. 

May Craig, the social-climber 
sister-in-law, gives an entertaining | 
characterization which 
underlines the family’s change of | 
heart. Eileen Crowe has seldom 
given a better performance. full of | 
charm and restraint, as she wins 
the prizes, bestows favors on the 
family, and accepts the advances 
of the broken-down relic of Lord 
of the Manor days. 

Carl Bonn’s settings are a pleas- 
ant improvement on the older 
Abbey style, and Ria Mooney han- 
dles the production at a lively pace 
which keeps the laughs going. This 
is the best laugh-maker the Abbey 
has had in years Swee. 


Rain on the Just 


London, Sept. 1 

Henry Sherek production of drama mn 
three acts by Peter Watling Directed by 
Murray Macdonald At Aldwych, Lon- 
don, Aug. 31, °48 
Lady Corbel 
Constance Corbel 
Audrey Huelin 
Sir Nicholas Corbel 
Justin Corbel 
Nurse Ransome 
Dr. Robert Strachan 


Marie Ney 
Pauline Winter 
Eileen Peel 
Michael Denison 
Geoffrey Keen 
Dulcie Gray 
E,gar Norfolk 


Excellent first play from a mem- 
ber of MGM’s story department. 
Topical and full of human prob- 
lems peculiar to Britain, it offers 
first-rate entertainment. On _ the 
screen it could be an equally in- 
teresting subject. Outside its own 
merits it will attract film fans, 
since two popular picture stars, 
Dulcie Gray and Michael Denison, 
head the cast. 

One of the statelw homes of Eng- 
land is being kept up at great 
sacrifice by a widow, who would 
give her lite’s blood to maintain its 
prosperity and tradition. Instead 
of taking the burden from his 
mother, Nicholas, the elder son, is 
constantly away on secret govern- 
ment missions, and deprecates her 
| painstaking efforts to bolster up a 
dving era. His younger brother, 
Justin, back after 10 vears abroad, 
failing to rouse Nicholas to should- 
er his responsibilities decides to 
throw up a good job in Greece and 
help his mother. This distresses 
his new young wife, who longs for 
her own freedom in the life they 
had planned together. 

Disaster comes to the two 
women, and one by one the house- 
hold, including the heartbroken 
lady of the manor, leaves the dis- 
mantled home that has sheltered 
the tamily tor 300 years. 

Acting honors go to Marie Ney as 
the proud old aristocrat, with Miss 
Gray and Denison bringing pathos 
and ruthless reality to the roles of 
the young wife and the cynical far- 
seeing brother. Geoffrey Keen 
gives a forthright characterization 


perfidy of of the younger brother and Paul- 


ine Winter turns in a sensitive por- 
traval of a young sister with a 
clouded mind. 

Story has many moving. situa- 
tions and its theme is handled with 
impartial sincerity. Considerable 
credit for its smooth untolding is 
due to its director, Murray Mac- 
donald. Premiere had an enthus- 
iastic reception. Clem, 
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For Dear Life 
London, Sept. 1. 


Envoy production of drama in three 
acts (five scenes) by Lionel Brown. Di- 
rected by Geoffrey Staines. At Embassy. 
London. Aug. 31. 

Mvyfanwy Grey awe Sonia Dresdel 
Lucian Evans Basil Appleby 
Abraham Watkin Bartlett Mullins 
Dr. Sefton-Smith Julian D’Albie 
Dr. Hedley-Yates Philip Ray 
Meg Haves ‘ Joslin Parlane 
Ellen Hayes Daphne Barker 


Oe 


Would a woman of 40 and fading 
beauty want her 21-year-old blind 
lover to regain his eyesight and 
destroy the illusion he holds of her 
youth and charm” That's the theme 
of Lionel Brown's new play, 
stretched out to three long acts, 


which includes long dissertations , 


on the rival merits of real church 
and soapbox revivalism. 

Despite the first-class acting, the 

play hardly comes to life, and fails 
to get to grips with the tremendous 
possibilities the subject offered. 
Sonia Dresdel has a made-to-meas- 
jure part. Most sensitive perform- 
lance in the show comes from Basil 
Appleby as the blind vouth, com- 
manding sympathy without causing 
embarrassment. Julian D’Albie is 
smooth and confident as the bish- 
op, and there is faultless support 
from the small cast. Myro. 





Shows in Rehearsal 


“As Girls Go,” musical—Michael 
Todd. 


“Leading Lady,” play — Victor 
Samrock-William Fields. 

Shakespeare Repertory (road) 
—Margaret Webster. 


“Story for Strangers,” play — 
Dwight Deere Wiman. 

“That's the Ticket,” 
Joseph Kipness. 

“Where’s Charley?” 
Cy - Feuer - Ernest 


musical— 


musical — 
Martin - Gwen 
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Inside Stuff—Lesit 


Serge Lifar’s appearance with the Paris Opera Ballet at City Center, 


neatly Ny... Sept. 21, recalls the hassles Lifar stirred up on his last appear- 


ance in N. Y., 10 years ago, when he was one of the premier danseurs 


of the Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo. 


Leonide Massine, who was artistic 


director, had promised Alicia Markeva the lead in the first performance 


of “Giselle.” 


Lifar, on his own, promised the role to Tamara Touma- 


nova. A terrifie fight ensued, at first verbally, with Lifar finally chal- 


lenging Massine to a duel in Central Park. 


was too busy. 


Massine replied that he 


Lifar was also disturbed by the N.Y. notices, which weren't too favor- 


able on his dancing. 


Finally, inca huff over the prominence of another 


male dancer in a ballet, he went to impresario Sol Hurok, threatening 


to quit. When he didn’t get satist 
pany and sailed back to Europe. 


ballet masters of the Paris troupe. 


action, he dropped out of the com- 
He’s now returning as one of the two 


As head of the company during the 


Vichy regime and Nazi occupation, he bounced all Jewish members and 
eliminated all Jewish ballets and music, even before the Germans took 


over 


As result. although taken back as ballet master, he can’t dance 


in Paris or even appear on the Opera House stage, due to edict of 


various French unions 
choreographer with the Ballet 


same time as the Paris Ballet appearance. | just ; 
ing abroad as actor-dancer-choreographer in Eagle Lion's “Red Shoes. 


Curiously enough, Massine is back in N.Y. as a 
Russe, which is dancing at 


the Met 
Massine just finished work- 


* Article by Beatrice Lewis, of 


Pittsburgh, in the Aug. 29 New 


York Times drama section about the fate of Nixon theatre, Pitt's only 


legit site, got its figures scrambled. 


Piece stated that earned profits 


had ascended from $541,000 in 1942-43 to over $700,000 year ago. But 
they represented gross receipts and not profits. If Nixon had made 
$700,000 last season, it's doubtful if all the money in the. Aluminum 


Co. of America, purchasers of the 


building, would have been able to 


pry the playhouse loose from Marcus Heiman and Tony Conforti. Ac- 


cording to present plans, tenants of 


place, and that includes the theatre, 


must vacate by May, 1950, but it’s expected that a lot of. pressure ill 
be brought on the Aluminum people to include a regular theatre in 
their plans for a new office building for Alcoa. 





George Ross, p.a. for Morey Amsterdam's “Hilarities,” 


footnotes the 


first-night press list as follows, “The-management has asked me to note, 
not apologetically, but as a matter of record, that ‘Hilarities’ is de- 
signed as a vaudeville entertainment at popular prices, rather than as 


a characteristic Broadway revue. . . 
as a result of this explanation. 
as something they are not.” 


The first-shall-be-second applies 


. They expect no quarter from you, 


They merely do not wish to masquerade 


to “Show Boat.’ due to “Sundown 


Beach” getting the first-stringers last night (Tues.), hence the Rodgers- 
Hammerstein revival at the City Center is staging its ‘first night” for 


the critics on its second night (Wed.). 


Little Rock in Black, 


Plans for Next Season 
Little Rock, Ark., Sept. 7. 

First summer operetta festival 
here has ended in the black, to 
everyone's surprise, and plans are 
being made already for next sea- 
son. Women’s Chamber of Com- 
merce sponsored a series of pro- 
ductions which included “Merry 
Widow,” ‘New Moon” and ‘‘Naugh- 
ty Marietta.” Virginia Card sang 
lead in all three and did most of 
the directing. Joseph Blatt, also of 
N. Y., conducted. 

Miss Card, who also opened the 
Indianapolis season this summer in 
“Desert Song” and fiew to Birm- 
ingham to replace Mimi Benzell in 
“Fortune Tellier” when the latter 
was injured, is set for the femme 
lead in “An Onion Makes Me Cry,” 
rat for Broadway legit bow this 
fall. 





La Jolla Tour Plans 
La Jolla, Cal., Sept. 7. 

Actor's Company, local strawhat 
run by David O. Selznick thesps, 
played to about 90°° capacity tor 
its second season here, winding up 
the nine-week run with “a. bal- 
anced budget.” Group played to 
more than 30.000 paid admissions. 

Three or four of the summer 
offerings may be sent out on tours 
of the Coast. Last year group sent 
“Biography,” with Eve Arden, to 
Los Angeles and toured the Coast 
with “Angel Street.” starring Greg- 
ory Peck and Laraine Day. This 
year’s offerings are expected’ to be 
Jane Cowl in “The First Mrs. 
Fraser’; June Lockhart and Leon 
Ames in “For Love or Money”; Ro- 
land Culver. Hurd Hatfield and 
John Ireland in “Rope,” and Sylvia 
Sidney in “Kind Lady.” 

Board of producers—Joseph Cot- 
ten, Mel Ferrer, Jennifer Jones, 
Dorothy McGuire and Gregory 
Peck — announced next season 
would open with a revival of 
George Bernard Shaw's “The Ad- 
mirable Bashville.’ starring Cot- 
ten, Deborah Kerr, Richard Grew 
and Robert Ryan.  “Bashville,”’ 
which Cotten will stage, was slated 
for presentation this season but 
was called off because Cotten’'s 
film commitments interfered. 

La “Turtle” Tops at Laguna 

Los Angeles, Sept. 7. 

Laguna Players wound up their 
season's schedule of 10 plays with 
“The Voice of the Turtle” as their 
top) money-maker. Tom Blake, 
Nancy Coleman and Betty Furness 
starred. 

Next two on the profit list were 
“Our Town.” with Martha Scott 
and Fred Clark. and “Rain” with 
Gladys George. 


Smithtown, L. L, Tryout 
Smithtown Branch, L. I.. Sept. 7. 
“The Criminals.” melodrama by 
Harry Granick. will be tried out 
Sept. 15-19 at the Old Town thea- 
tre here. 
Boris Tumarin is staging. 
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Kurtz to World Preem Pix 
Suites From ‘Red Pony,’ 
‘Macbeth’ in Houston 


Efrem Kurtz, recently appointed 
musical director of the Houston 
Symphony Orchestra, has just re- 
turned from a European vacation 
and is in N. Y. auditioning men for 
his band. Group will be augmented 
to 86 men, and Kurtz still needs 
10 to finish his complement. With 
a 24-week winter season and 10 in 
summer, players are guaranteed 34 
weeks work annually—a big draw 
to musicians. 

Before he left for Europe, Kuriz 
recorded the music for the film 
“Macbeth.” which Orson Welles 
made for Republic. Musie is by 
Jacques Ibert. Kurtz, who will get 
screen credit as musical director, 
completed the assignment in a 
week. He's world-preeming a 12- 
minute suite from the film’s musie 
with his Houston orchestra in De- 
cember. Kurtz, who will open his 
Houston season Nov. 1, will also 
world-preem that night a 21-min- 
ute suite from the music Aaron 
Copland wrote for the Republie 
tinter, “Red Pony.” Copland is ar- 
ranging the suite especially for the 
event, and Kurtz thinks every ore 
chestra in the country will be play- 
ing the work this season. 

Kurtz also commissioned Don 
Gillis, Texas-born composer, and 
producer of the NBC Symphony 
Orchestra programs, to write a 
suite on Gen. Sam Houston, one 
of Texas’ heroes. Kurtz will also 
preem this work during the cur- 
rent season, 

Conductor, who spent the last 
five vears with the K.C. Philhar- 
monic, will be making his bow 
with the Houston orchestra. He 
says he tound no new music abroad 
to excite him or that compares 
with the music American com- 
posers like Copland and Harold 
Shapiro are turning out. He thinks 
the stronger talent now is in 
America. 


Lewis & Young Reviving 
‘Desert Song’ on Coast 


Los Angeles, Sept. 7. 

Third legit production of the 
vear by Russell Lewis and Howard 
Young will be a road revival of 
“The Desert Song.” slated to open 
on the Coast in October. 

First is “April Fool.” current!y 
showing at the Biltmore here. 
Second will be “Happy Birthday,” 
starring Miriam Hopkins and 
opening here Nov. 1. 
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Total Broadway Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures, based on VARIETY’s 
boxoffice estimates, for last week and the corresponding week of 


last season: 


Number of shows current 


Total number of weeks played so far by all shows 274 
Total gross for all current shows last week $378,500 
Total season’s gross so far for all shows.. 
Number of new productions so far . 


Last This 
Season Season | 
bie dte ged obec -g eo ker ie ec 18 15 
266 
$361,300 
$5,531,400 $5,797,900 
ies Sid 4 5 








‘Okla.! Boff $30,000 in Chi Bowout: 
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‘Shoes Still Tops at 356, ‘Annie’ 25G 


Chicago, Sept. 7. 


-’ 
> 





Fall season definitely gets under | 
way with openings tonight (7) of | 


“Mister Roberts” and “Angel in 


the Wings.” “Roberts” has trem- | 


endous advance and “Angel” is 
slightly shadowed by opening at 
same time. Orders for the pre- 
Broadway debut Sept. 13 of ‘“‘Lead- 
ing Lady” are heavy, as are those 
for “Streetcar Named Desire” 
which clangs in Sept. 21. 


“Oklahoma!” closed five-week 
engagement Saturday (4) with 
smash $30,000. “High Button 


‘Okla!’ 356, Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Sept. 7. 
Playing its third local engage- 
ment at the 1,859-seat Lyceum at 
a $4.20 top, “Oklahoma!” grossed 


'a hefty $35,000 for six nights and | 


two matinees. Balcony was sold out | 
for every performance and most | 
of the nights were complete ca- | 


| pacity. 


Shoes” continues to reign king at | 
the b.o. “John Loves Mary” goes! 


into its final week and is now in 
the prosperous bracket. 
Estimates for Last Week 

“Angel in the Wings,” 
stone (1,358; $4.40). 
(7), bucking ‘Mister Roberts.” 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” Shubert 
(9th wk) (2,100; $4.94). Still in the 
profit ledger. Okay $25,000. 

“High Button Shoes,” Great 
Northern (16th wk) (1,500; $6.18). 
Show still tops them all, but fell 
to a new low at $35,000. 


“John Loves Mary,” Harris (29th 
wk) (1,000; $3.71). Plays goes into 
final week; trim $11,600. 

“Mister Roberts,” Erlanger 
(1,334; $4.33). Sellout for tonight’s 
(7) cpening and for weeks to come. 

“Oklahoma!” Erlanger (5th wk) 
(1,334; $4.33). Did all house could 
do final week; closed Saturday (4) 
with boff $30,000. 


TWO AWAY IN PHILLY, 
‘LOVE’ & ‘BRIGADOON’ 


Philadelphia, Sept. 7. 

Labor Day saw two of the city’s 
four regular houses relight for the 
season. The Locust jumped the 
bell by starting with a matinee 
performance of “For Love 
Money,” which is in for a two 
weeks’ stay with Francis Lederer 
and Janet Blair featured. 

The Shubert rang up the new 
season in the evening when 
“Brigadoon” started a two weeks’ 
return visit. Musical was a smash 
hit two seasons ago as a tryout, and 





Black- | 
Opens tonight | 


or | 


advance sale was good, although it | 


won't hit full stride until second 
and final week. Advance sale for 


“Love or Money” was mild and) 


only fair biz is forecast. 


It’s play- | 


ing day and date with the Bucks. 


County Playhouse production at 
New Hope which has John Loder 
in the lead. 

First tryout of the season comes 
next Monday (13) when ‘Where's 
Charley’?,” musical version of 
“Charley’s Aunt,” 
Bolger, opens a three weeks’ ses- 
sion at the Forrest. 


ical preem will occur Thursday, 


starring Ray | 


Another mus- | 


Sept. 23, when “That’s the Ticket” | 


Starts a three and a half week's en- 
agement. 

Monday, the 20th, the Walnut 
will relight with 
which is in for two weeks on ATS 
subscription, and on that date 

Private Lives,” with Tallulah 
Bankhead, starts a two weeks’ run 
at the Locust. 





‘Grandma’s Diary’ Lean 
3G in 4 in N. H. Breakin 


New Haven, Sept. 7. 

Breakin of “Grandma's Diary” at 
Shubert last week (2-4) brought a 
bunch of cyphers to the till. First 
presentation of a new production 
setup (American Theatre Group), 
plus a cast with no names, it failed 
to register favorably. Notices, to- 
gether with word-of-mouth nix, 
ept ‘em away in droves. Four per- 
formances, at $3.60 top, fell below 
$3.000. 


This week gets third preem in a 


row, “Love Life” hitting the 
boards for its initial curtain of a 
three-day stand (9-11). Advance 


interest on this one is substantial. 
House is skedded to go to pix fol- 


lowing “Love Life,” but will usher | 


in two more tryouts with “Edward 
My Son” in late September, and 
the new Guild show, 


People Free,” for early October. 


“The Winslow Boy,” first of the | 
Theatre Guild—A.T-S. subscription | 
season offerings, is current. | 


‘Central Park’ Boff 516 
To Close St. Louis Season 


St. Louis, Sept. 7. 

The two-week run of “Up in Cen- 
tral Park,” that brought the 30th 
season of the Municipal Theatre 
Assn. in Forest Park to a close, at- 
tracted 160,011 payees to establish 
a new attendance record. Second 
week's gross was $51,000, best take 
of the season. The revenue from 
this piece enabled the organization 
to ring down the curtain in black, 
despite four performances washed | 
off the boards by rain, and in- 
creased costs all along the line. 

Eleven productions, over the 12 
week season, drew 821,045 custom- 
ers. With the price scale hiked a' 
trifle for the first time since the 
local undertaking started the b.o. 
receipts were up 8°, but the in- 
creased costs offset them. 


Current Road Shows 
(Sept. 6-18) 
“Streetcar Named Desire” 
Nixon, Pitt. (6-18). 
“Angel In the Wings’—Black- 
stone, Chi. (7-18). 
“Annie Get Your Gun”—Shu- 
bert, Chi. (6-18). 
“April Fool”—Biltmore, L. A. 








| this 
| weather 
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(6-18). 
Blackouts of 1948’—El Cap- 
itan L. A. (6-18). 


“Blackstone’’—Royal Alex., — 
onto (6-11); Shubert-Lafayette, Det. 
(13-18). 

“Brigadoon” — Shubert, Phila. | 
(6-18). 

Bigg see rel Fmd ak, Madison | 
(6-11); Lyceum, Mpls. ( 3-18). 

“Carousel” — Civic, Sacramento | 
(6-11); Curran, Frisco (13-18). 

“Devil’s Carnival”—Shubert, N. | 
Haven (16-18). 

“For Love or Money’—Locust, | 
Philly (6-18). 

“Grandma’s Diary” 
Bost. (6-18). 

“Harvey” 


— Wilbur, 


— Empire, ae | 


(6-8); ANd., Roch. (9-11); Erlanger, 
Buff. (13-18). 

“Heaven On Earth’—Shubert, 
Bost. (6-11). 


“High Button Shoes” — Gt. 
Northern, Chi. (6-18). 

“John Loves Mary” — Harris, 
Chi. (6-11): Hanna, Cleve. (18-18). 


-~ “Love Life’—Shubert, Bost. (13- 


“The Heiress,” | 


“Set My. 


18). 
“Magdalena” — Curran, Frisco | 

(6-11). 
(6-18). 


“Medea”’—Geary, Frisco 


“Mr. Roberts’—Erlanger, Chi. | 
(6-18). 
“Oklahoma!”—Hanna, Cleve. (6- 
11); Shea's, Erie (13-15); Shea’s, 


Jamestown (16-18). 
“Oklahoma!”—Aud., St. Paul (6- 
7): Des Moines (9-11); Omaha, 
Omaha (13-15); Musie Hall, K.C. 
(16-18). 
“Small Wonder”’—‘“The Leading 
Lady”—Selwn, Chi. (13-18). 
“Town House’—Colonial, Bost. 
(6-18). 
“Where’s Charley” — Forrest, 
Philly (6-18). 
“Winslow Boy”’—Lyceum, Mpls. 
(6-11): Aud., St. Paul (13-14); David- 
son, Mil. (15-18). 


‘Winslow’ 16G, Seattle 


Seattle, Sept. 7. 

“The Winslow Boy” did fairish 
biz at the Metropolitan reaching 
around $16,000 in six evenings and 
two matinees. 

House, seating 1,500, was scaled 
from $3.75, but being a Theatre 
Guild attraction, the second offer- 
ing of the season, the average was 
cut down by season ducats. 





| tina, 


‘STREETCAR’ LAUNCHES 
SOLID PITT SCHEDULE 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 7. 

Local legit season should really 
roll along for first couple of months 
at least, with solid lineup through 
the middle of November. Sched- 
ule opened last night (Mon.) with 
“Streetcar Named Desire,” which 
will play two weeks, first of them 
under subscription auspices. Ten- 
nessee Williams play will be fol- 
lowed by “Brigadoon,” also for a 
fortnight. 

Then “The Heiress” comes in 
Oct. 4, with “John Loves Mary” 
following it. House has one to fill 
after that until Nov. 1, when “Born 
Yesterday” comes back, this time 
with Jean Parker and Lon Chaney, 
Jr., with Maurice Evans in 


dates fixed for “Oklahoma!” but 
it'll be back before first of year for 


| third time. 





Heaven $24,000, 
‘Wonder’ $11,000, 
‘Town 5G, Hub 


Boston, Sept. 7. 


A Hub legit season going strong | 
in pre-Labor Day week is some- | 


thing new, but a quick end to the 


heat wave last week brought biz | 
into town to keep all three attrac- | 


tions in black. Openers were 
“Small Wonder,” revue at the 
Majestic, and “Town House,” 


comedy at the Colonial, both get- 
ting good notices. “Grandma’s 
Diary,’ American Theatre Group 
show, opened Labor Day at the 
Wilbur. 

Ahead are ‘‘Harvey” at the Colo- 
nial, Sept. 20; “Love Life,’’ Shu- 


bert, Sept. 13; “Juno and Paycock,” | 
strawhat package, Majestic, Sept. ! 


14: “Command Decision,’ Wilbur, 
Sept. 20; “Silver Whistle,’’ 
Plymouth, Sept. 20; “Show Boat,” 
Opera House, Sept. 21 and ‘“‘My 
Romance,” Shubert, Oct. 4. 
Estimates for Last Week 

“Heaven on Earth,” Shubert (2d 
wk) (1.750; $4.20). Cut down to 
usual running time on second week, 
one gained with favorable 
big asset. Estimated 
$24,000 isn’t capacity at scale, but 
okay for pre-Labor Day biz. 

“Small Wonder,’ Majestic (1st 
wk) (1,500; $4.20). Intimate revue 
got a nice press reception and is 
doing a-fair estimated $11,000. 

“Town House,” Colonial (lst 
three days) (1,500; $3.60). Max Gor- 
don show staged by George S. 
Kaufman drew click notices but 
registered only $5,000 on four per- 
formances. Second week should 
be bigger. 





“MAGDALENA’ $41,000 


IN 3D FRISCO WEEK 


San Francisco, Sept. 7. 
“Magdalena,” starring Irra Pe- 
orothy Sarnoff and Hugo 
Haas is being held at the Curran 
a fourth week, until Saturday (11) 
giving it an extra stanza for sharp- 
ening prior to its Broadway bow. 
There have been many changes in 
this musical, which maintained its 
capacity gross of $41,000 last week. 

Judith Anderson bowed in with 


'Guthrie McClintic’s ‘““Medea’’ Mon- 


day (6) at the Geary (1550; $3.60). 





Frisco Muny Theatre 
In Membership Drive 


San Francisco, Sept. 7. 

A city-wide promotional and 
membership campaign has been 
launched by the San Francisco 
Municipal theatre, non-profit enter- 
prise. Established two years ago 
under the aegis of the Frisco Board 
of Education, as part of its adult 
education program, the Municipal 
theatre, also known as the Bay 
theatre, has offered stage produc- 
tions, free courses in the theatre 
arts and training in theatre work- 
shop. 

The organization is a member of 
the American National Theatre and 
Academy. 

A program of eight plays is pro- 
jected for the new season. 





BLACKSTONE 11G, TORONTO 


Toronto, Sept. 7. 
Intense heat wave dented first 
week of Blackstone’s fortnight en- 
gagement at the Royal Alexandra 
(1,525), at $2.40 top. 
Magician, however, 
satisfactory $11,000, 


grossed a 


'sellouts. 


““Man | 
and Superman” set for Nov. 8. No} 





B'way's Early Week Slump Saved 
By Labor Day Weekend; 3 Entries: 


‘Annie’ 336, 


USA 416, Tee’ 46 





“STUDENT PRINCE’ 476: 
- ‘APRIL FOOL’ 1736, L. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 7. 

Town’s greatest legit year came 
to a close Saturday (4) with busi- 
ness continuing strong at all 
houses. No newcomers. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“April Fool,” Biltmore (1st wk) 
(1,636; $3.60). Mild $17,500. Play 
still being rewritten. 

“Blackouts of 1948,” El] Capitan 
\(324th wk) (1,142; $2.40). Same 
| $17,000. 

“Lend An Ear,” Las Palmas (12th 
wk) (388; $3). Another SRO $7,100 
week. 

“Separate Rooms,” New Beaux 
Arts (16th wk) (560; $3). Off a bit; 





| $3,900. 
| “The Student Prince,” Greek 
Theatre (ist wk) (4,419: $3,60). 


Weather helped it get off to a great 
$47,000 start. 


‘Roberts’ 2936, Det. 


Detroit, Sept. 7. 

With sellouts most of the week 
under heat conditions that kept 
most other houses empty. ‘Mister 
Roberts” packed ’em in to the tune 
of an estimated $29,500 for its 
second week at the Cass theatre. 

House remains dark this week, 
reopening Monday (13) with Broad- 
way presentation of Tennessee 
Williams’ “Summer and Smoke.” 
Shubert-Lafayette opens Sunday 
(12) with Blackstone and his magic 
troupe. 


Gotta Police Hits | 


3 commana 




















mm continued from page 


cases these are merely mentioned 
to the actors concerned. In others, 
certain scenes, or occasionally the 
entire play, is rehearsed. 
Cohan’s Bon-Mot 

Some of the incidents growing 
out of these situations have become 
legendary. There was the time, for 
instance, that the late George M. 
Cohan called a re-rehearsal of one 
of his hit comedies, his announce- 
;ment on the _ backstage bulletin 
board explained ‘to take out the 
improvements.” George S. Kauf- 
man, revisiting one of his plays 
lone night, sent the star a wire 
'reading, “Am out front seeing the 
show; wish you were here.” 
| In general, it is the character 


|parts, particularly accent charac- | 


| terizations, which tend to become 
|exaggerated during long runs. As 
| Russel Crouse once said in refer- 
‘ring to the performance of a char- 
‘acter part in one of his shows, 
|“The guy’s Italian accent had be- 
,;come so picturesque he couldn't 
,have been understood on Mulberry 
street.” And in the case of a char- 
acter man who plays a drunk in a 
current Broadway show, it’s been 
|remarked that he makes Ray Mil- 
‘land look like Carrie Nation. 

| Despite everything that produc- 
ers, directors, authors and stage 
|managers can do, performances in- 
| evitably become broader and more 
;mechanical during long runs. Even 
\the most expert craftsmen among 
ithe top stars cannot entirely avoid 
| it. 

| And certain performers, notably 
one of the major musical comedy 
stars, are notorious for walking 
through performances after a show 


has been playing a couple of 
months. Constant checkups and 
regular re-rehearsals help, but 


never entirely eliminate the trou- 
ble. 

All of which tends to spoil the 
show, at least to some extent, for 
audiences later in the run. The dif- 
ficulty is even greater out of town, 
since most hits don't tour until 
after long runs in New York, and 
road audiences and critics fre- 
quently won't accept second com- 
panies on the same basis as origi- 
nals. 

Although most managements 
realize the importance of maintain- 
ing the performance level of 
shows, and cast and rehearse road 
companies more carefully than was 
customary some years ago, audi- 
ences tend to be more critical than 
they used to be. Probably films and 
_radio have educated them:to better 
standards, and possibly the relative 


'more demanding. 





* Having survived the’ previous 


|week’s boiling weather and the pre- 
Labor Day doldrums, Broadway is 
beginning to perk this week. The 
Labor Day weekend improved, af- 


¢ ter a sad early week. As usual, ma- 


jor tourist demand was for the top 
grossers, with trade spilling over 
to the moderate draws. Attendance 
started out this week at a lively 
clip. 

The new season really got under 
way last night (Tues.) with the 
preem of “Sundown Beach,” at the 
Belasco, and the “Show Boat” re- 
vival at the City Center for a lim- 
ited run. “Hilarities” opens tomor- 
row night (Thurs.) at the Adelphi. 
Two more shows arrive next week 
and another three the following 
week. “Angel in the Wings” closed 
Saturday night (4) at the Coronet 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (‘(Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“Angel in the Wings,” Coronet 
(39th wk) (R-998; $4.80). Intimate 
revue finaled Saturday (4) after 
season’s run, last couple of months 
being bolstered by two-for-ones; 
$17,600 for the closing week. 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 
(121st wk) (M-1,472; $6.60). At- 
tendance was still off from the re- 
cent high, but still a profit at $33, 
000. This may be one of the hold- 
overs moved to make room for an 

, incoming musical. 

“Born Yesterday,” Lyceum 
(135th wk) (C-993; $4.80). Still 
ample margin at around $11,000, 
but this is another longrun entry 
that may be forced out soon by the 
new season’s entries. 

“Command Decision,’ Fulton 
(38th wk) (D-968:; $4.80). Run 
drama is getting steady profit at 
$13,500, but closes next week to 
take the road. 

“Finian’s Rainbow,” 46th Street 
(86th wk) (M-1,319; $6). Longrun 
musical has been up and down 
lately. Eased a bit to $24,000; goes 
on tour in four weeks. 

“Harvey,” 48th St. (202d wk) 
(C-902; $4.80). Attendance bounced 
apparently due to Joe E. Brown's 
draw; $13,000. 

“Hich Button Shoes,” Shubert 
(38th wk) (M-1,387:; $6). Held about 
even with recent weeks; $34,000. 

| “Hilarities,’” Adelphi (R-1,400; 

$4.80). Morey Amsterdam show, 
with score by Carl Lampl, lyrics 
by Stan Arnold and Buddy Kaye, 
presented tomorrow night (Thurs.) 
by Ken Robey and Stan Zucker. 

“Howdy, Mr. Ice,” Center (11th 

| wk) (R-2,964; $2.88). As usual, the 

skating spectacle reversed the gen- 

eral trend. It profited by holiday 

| tourist trade and an extra matinee; 
$54,000 for 10 performances; plays 
12 shows this week. 

“Inside U. S. A.,” Mafestic (18th 

wk) (R-1,659; $6). Held about 
‘even at $41,000, which provided a 
| profitable edge; should climb back 
|near its previous pace during the 
‘coming weeks. 

“Make Mine Manhattan,” Broad- 
hurst (34th wk) (R-1,160; $6). 
Business is holding up here, but 
the arrival of the new _ season’s 
musicals should _ indicate its 
chances of staying; $23,500. 

“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (29th 
wk) (CD-1,357; $4.80). Another 
capacity-plus week; almost $35,000. 

“Show Boat,” City Center ‘M- 
3,025; $3). Richard Rodgers-Oscar 
Hammerstein, 2d, revival of Je- 
rome Kern - Hammerstein folk 
musical, opened last night (Tues.) 
for two-week run at pop prices, 
then goes on tour for another 
season. 


“Streetcar Named Desire,” 
Barrymore (40th wk) (D-1,064; 
$4.80). Still doing SRO at all 


shows, with only the standee trade 
varying; $27,500 Jast week. 

“Sundown Beach,” Belasco (CD- 
1,077; $4.80). Louis Singer pre- 
sents the Actors’ Studios produc- 
tion of Bessie Breuer’s play, staged 
by Elia Kazan; opened last night 
‘Tues.). 

“The Heiress,’ Biltmore (49th 
wk) (D-920; $4.80). Still getting 
a profit at $11,000; going on tour 
after one more week. 

“The Play’s the Thing,’ Booth 
(16th wk) (CD-712; $4.80). Molnar 
comedy revival eased slightly with 
the trend; $11,000. 

“The Respectful Prostitute,” and 
“Hope Is the Thing,” Cort (24th 
wk) (D-1,064; $4.20). Climbed 
back a little from last week’s dip 
to $12,500. Next few weeks will 
determine whether the dual-bill 
moves to another theatre or tours 
after Oct. 2, when it must vacate 


with matinee | cost of theatre tickets makes them the house for the incoming “Lead- 


ing Lady.” 
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Strawhat 


The Silver Whistle 


Westport, Conn., Sept. 3. 
Theatre Guild production ot comedy 
fn three (four scenes) by Robert 
E. McEnroe. Stars Jose Ferrer; features 
John Conte, Phyllis Hill, E. G Marshall 


rete 


Directed by Paul Crabtree; setting and 
lighting by Herbert Brodkin; costumes, 
Hallye Clogg. Production under super- 
vision of Lawrence Langner and Theresa 
Helburn. Opened at Westport Country 
Playhouse, Westport, Conn Aug. 30, °48; 
$5.60 top. 
Mrs. Hanmer Doro Merande 
Miss Hoadley nee win, \ — 
Beebe iam Lyn 
Nias Step Phyllis Hill 
Reverend Watson John Conte 
Mrs. Sample! Kathleen Comegys 
Mi Cherry Cinarles Hart 
Mrs. Gross Jane Marbury 
Oliver Erwente! . Jose Ferre 
Emmett me fk G Marshall 
Father Shay....ccsese- Stapleton Kent 
Mi Beach : Edward Platt 
M1 Reddy Charles Kuhn 
Policeman Chase Soltez 


“The Silver Whistle’ can stop 
traffic on Broadway if it is proper- 
ly pampered during the balance ot 
its tryout period. The Theatre 
Guild is said to be bringing this 
one in as an entry on its subscrip- 


tion list of attractions. This move 
should have the double-barreled 
effect of pleasing its subscribers 


and also adding to the Guild cof- 
fers. As viewed at the Country 
Playhouse, with only two weeks of 
rehearsal under its belt, comedy 
showed considerable promise. 
Taking a slightly different slant 
on the theme of ‘‘you’re only as 
old as you feel,” together with a 
touch of “happiness lies in the 
mind,’ author has placed an as- 
sortment of interesiing characters 
in an old people’s home adjacent 
to the church which supports the 
institution. There’s Mrs. Hanmer, 
acid-tongued matron who resents 
practically everything; Miss Hoad- 
oe. a spinster stewpol; Mr. Beebe, 
amorous ancient whose romantic 
leanings still cling to him; Mrs 
Sampler, a femme Mr. Beebe; Mr. 
Cherry, kindly old gent who isn’t 
‘sure just what it is all about: Mrs 
Gross, typical faith enthusiast. 
Guardian angels of this tribe are 
Reverend Watson, young theolog- 
ical stuffed shirt, and an assistant, 
Miss Tripp, who has buried her- 


self in the decaying atmosphere 
of the place over a_ three-year 
period. 


The misguided reverend has im- 
posed on the residents a set of 
rules that make of the home mere- 
ly a spot to tarry until the reaper 
comes around. When the oldsters 
learn of the impending arrival of 
a newcomer advance record indi- 
cates an interesting personality, 
they greet the announcement with 
keen anticipation in the hope that 
the new arrival may brighten up 
their drab existence. The “ar- 
rival” turns out to be a_ philoso- 
phical tramp who gets into the in- 
stitution via a phony birth cer- 
tificate he has found in an ashcan. 

There's considerable bright writ- 


ing to this piece. Dialog runs the, 


gamut from ribald gutterances to 


dreamy philosophy, with plenty 
of quality material in between. 
There’s work to be done, how- 


ever, on certain elements such as 
making more acceptable the sud- 
den decision of Miss Tripp to go 
off with the tramp she had never 
seen before. 

Jose Ferrer has given complete 
understanding to the role of Oliv- 
er. His ultimate picture of this 
character, after final polishing, 
should add another notch to his 
thespian gunhandle. Balance of 
cast is untormly good, in several 
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Reviews 


instances standout. Spirit of this 
play has been caught nicely from 
the staging angle, and same can 
be said for the garden. setting 
which houses the action. Bone. 


_————— 


. . . < bd 
Miss Dilly Says No 
Saratoga, N. Y:, Sept. 3 
John Huntington production of comedy 
in three acts scenes) by Theodore 
Pratt and William Mendrek; adapted from 


Pratt’s novel of same title. Stars Peggy 
Wood and Ernest Truex: features Curtis 
Cooksey Staged by Mendrek setting 
Paul MeGuire At Spa theatre, Saratoga 
N. ¥ opening Aug. 31, °438 

George Jonah Clyde Waddell 
Glad Gladstone Curtis Cooksey, 
Miss S. Dilly Peggy Wood 
Jack Flora Kurt Richards 
Morilla Morceau Melba Rae 
Mir. FE. Horatio Ernest Truex 
rimotl William Bechet 


Boris Marsiialoys 
Roederich Winchell 


William Jeffrey 


Joseph 
Henderson 
john Sweet 


This is a late summer planting 


that will require herculean spad- 
ing and fertilizing to produce a 
hardy fall and winter blooming. 


Ted Pratt, quondam VARIETY mugg. 
and William Mendrek, permanent 
stage director at this spot, have 
taken the former's published tale 


of the weird methods of Holly- 
wood's front offices and made it 
into a slow-moving, mildlyv-enter- 
taining play 


Comedy situations are strained 
Attempts at smart dialog prove a 
bit dull, with constant implications 
that femme success on the screen 
is svnonymous with bartered vir- 
ginity 

There may be a touch of satire 
to the initiated, in the chiseling 
tricks of the film production big- 
wigs in their mad_ drive to 
corner any popularly acclaimed 
creation that can be canned for 
super-duper boxoffice returns. The 


cash customer will be more inter- 
ested in the development of the 
story of the spinster secretary 


(Miss Dilly) of a super pic com- 
pany who aspires to be raised to 


a $50 weekly salary and to sell a 


script that her employees have 
consistently rejected for years 
Peggy Wood lends her fine tal- 


ents to the part of Miss Dilly and 
strives to give the characterization 
more than the authors have. Ern- 
est Truex, as the wealthy director 
and frustrated common. working 
man, brings his usual sense of 
comedy to the part of Miss Dillv’s 
admirer and future husband. Their 
scenes together garner the most 
audience interest. William Jeffrey 
is well cast as the pompous studio 
head. Curtis Cooksey, Clyde Wad- 
dell, Kurt Richards and Melba Rae 
fill the balance of the main roles. 
This tryout, the third at this 
spot this summer, rings down the 
curtain on the season, Russ. 


The Magistrate 
Woodstock, N. Y., Aug.17. 


| Jerome Mayer and Michael Linenthal- 
Woodstock Playhouse production of farce 
in three acts (four scenes) by Sir Arthur 
' Wing Pinero, Directed by Jerome Mayer: 
settings. E. A. Heschong: costumes, Wil- 
liam Walstrom. Stars Arthur Treacher: 
features Philip Coolidge. Pollv Rowles. 
Robert Carroll. Anne Sargent, Peter 
Fernandez, Walter F. Appler. At Wood- 
stock Playhouse, Woodstock, N. Y., Aug. 
17, '48; $3 top. 


Pinero’s 63-year-old farce is up- 
to-date for modern theatregoers. It 
should have a long happy life and 
, many rediscoveries. Without hav- 
ing the bellylaughs of “Charley’s 
Aunt.”” another hardy perennial, it 
contains plenty of fun and much 
of the warmth which same author 
kindled in “Thelawney.”’ This qual- 
ty is skillfully evoked by Arthur 
Treacher’s performance. 

Plot is in the convention of farce 
and depends on misunderstandings 
and mixups for its laughs. Mr. 
Posket (Arthur Treacher) is a po- 
lice court magistrate in Victorian 
London, so tender-hearted he im- 
poses fines rather than sentences 
and fills his household staff from 
the prisoner’s dock instead of the 
employment bureau. He is newly- 
wed to a widow (Polly Rowles), 
mother of Cecil by her former hus- 
band. Cecil, 14 and Eton-jacketed. 
fondles the maid, wins at cards 
from his ‘stepfather and appears 
precocious as a Peruvian until it is 
discovered that the widow, for Mr. 
Posket’s benefit, has sliced five 
years off her life, thereby stunting 
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| Cecil's growth. Actually, he ig 19. 
This is the basis of the farce. 
Though play has a firm founda- 
tion, though flimsy dialog, this 
production, while calling itself a 
pre-Broadway tryout, lacks Broad- 
way finish, needing partial recast- 
ing and redirection. Besides Trea- 
cher, whe plays the part for all it’s 
worth, only Polly Rowles and Rob- 
ert Carroll, with Althea Murphy 
in a bit part, are playing in the 
stvle demanded by the play. 
Teos. 
Willie 
Lake Hopatcong, N. J. Aug. 31. 


Lakeside Theatre production of comedy 


in three acts by Richard Stevers Staged 
by Stevers: setting. George Franklin At 
Lakeside theatre, Lake Hopatcong, N. J., 
Aug. 31 48; $1.80 top. 
Mr. Rollins Joe E. Marks 
George Dixon Herbert Evers 
jean Dixon Duley Jordan 
Louie Eddie Hyans 
Sam Ken Cook 
\Nirs. Tillinghast Elwyn Harvey 
Dean Tillinghast John Adair 
Edie Lyn Ely 
“Willie,” a comedy with melo- 
dramatic tinge, authored and 


staged by Richard Stevers and slot- 
ted as final bill at the Lakeside 
Theatre, Hopatcong, N. J., stacks 
up as potential Broadway fare once 
the minor wrinkles are ironed out. 


As is, with limited rehearsal 
period, it is good entertainment 
but not sufficiently sturdy for the 


commercial marts. However, a few 
necessary touches here and there, 
and some tightening up should do 
the trick. 

Plot is a spook cantata with a 
few new twists. A young professor 
and his bride are bamboozled into 
renting a haunted house. A skin- 
flint had been murdered there and 
the loot cached when the hoods in- 
volved had to make a hasty get- 
away. Two surviving members re- 
turn to retrieve it and upon finding 
the place tenanted, hold the bridal 
couple as hostages. All ends well 
when Willie, the spook hood, trus- 
trates his double-crossing pals. 

Herbert Evers and Dulcy Jordan 
give neat portrayals of the har- 
rassed couple. Joe E. Marks grabs 
major laughs as the hick sheriff. 
Eddie Hyans and Ken Cook also 
register on laughs as the hoodlum 
pals of the departed Willie, while 
John Adair and Elwyn Harvey add 
to the merriment as the bewildered 
couple who happen in on the do- 
ings. Lyn Ely is okay as the de- 
parted thug’s moll. 

Stevers’ direction is in proper 
pace, and Geoge Franklin’s setting 
is in keeping with the eerie doings, 

Edba. 


Duet for One 
Saratoga, N. Y., Aug. 20. 
John Huntington production of drama 
in three acts (4 scenes) by Eve Greene 
and Richard Blake. Staged by Dan Mor- 
ley; setting, Paul McGuire. At Spa Play- 
house, State Reservation, Saratoga, N. Y., 


| gathered 


| Zerinsky-Joseph 


HUROK PLAN TO IMPORT Todd Raising Defaulted 


300 DP’S TAKING SHAPE Royalties Rather Than 


Sol Hurok, who vreturned to 
ir. ¥,. from Europe recently, is 
working on his project to bring an 
ensemble over from DP camps, 
and last week huddied with an 
International Refugee Organization 
committee from Washington on the 
matter. Hurok, who confabbed with 
IRO heads in Geneva, proposed a 
plan to import an_ international 
folklore ensemble of 300 persons, 
from 40 nationalities in 
various DP camps, for a tour of 
l S.. Canada and then England 
IRO approved the project and is 
willing to pay the transportation 
Problem now is to get various re- 
lief organizations in the U. S. to 


guarantee maintenance and _ pos- 
sible deficits 
The DP’s. Hurok points out, are 


excellent talent which he found in 
various camps, of high enough Cali- 


bre to carry on his concert roster 
if any of them filled immigration 
requirements to stay here, he said, 
they'd make very desirable citi- 
zens. 

The DP’s to visit the U. S., un- 
der Hurok’'s plan, include a sing- 
ing - dancing ensemble from the 


Ukraine, now in Munich; a Jewish 
theatrical group, also in Munich; a 
Jewish variety group from Rome 
and a Bandura variety troupe of 
39. Hurok thinks Jewish welfare 
groups will aid in bringing the 
Jewish talent over. But even if the 
overall plan for the ensemble of 
300 falls through, he plans to bring 
the Bandura troupe here as a sep- 
arate attraction, possibly by Feb- 
ruary. 





Longhair Shorts 


Agnes de Mille will dance main 
role in her “Rodeo” for the first 
time in several years when she 
appears as guest with Ballet Russe 
de Monte Carlo at N. Y. Met this 
month William L. Stein lett 
N. Y. on booking tour to L. A. and 
Frisco ... Regina Resnik and Max 
Lichtegg left for Coast to appear 
with San Francisco Opera Co... . 











Ebe Stignani, La Scala, Milan 
soprano, flying to Coast today 
(Wed.) for debut with San Fran- 


cisco Opera Miriam Marmein 
to give dance program at Carnegie 
Recital Hall, Oct. 24 Leonide 
Massine leaving N. Y. shortly for 
Buenos Aires, to stage two of his 
ballets at Colon Opera House. 


view: “Searlet Lady,” the Sam 
King production 
at Middletown is a pseudo-‘or sum- 
mer stock) name for a script called 
“The Woman With Red Hair,” with 
author Sam Locke as Reynold 


| Witte. Play by newer name is just 


) opening Aug. 17, ‘48. 
Mark Ferris............William Mendrek 
Laura Ferris...............Ruth Homond 
Mrs. Dennison .. Ruth Hermansen 
Preston Rapley: .ccscesess. Kurt Richards 
PORICO. BRINE. 6.5 0ce00s Bileen Heckart 
Lt. MeVitty ceocceces QVae Weaael 
MOTIG GUSTTEPAR « .60 500% Dorothy Beattie | 
Eric... Vee cetrie Roderich Winchell 


Patrick Hamilton's “Gaslight,” 
to which this new drama will draw 
inevitable comparison, had one of 
its several tryouts on this same 
stage. Greeted by a tepid press, it 
went on to become the hit “Angel 
Street.” John Huntington, who has 
-an option on this new play, has a 
‘chance to duplicate the trick with 
rewriting, direction and casting. 

The husband-wite scripting team 
of Eve Green and Richard Blake, 
instead of the neurotic, possessive 
and dominating wife so familiar on 
the stage, has reversed the format 
and made this type of a husband the 
central character. His neurosis, 
coupled with a jealousy complex, 
turns a successful corporation 
lawyer into such a heel that he 
stoops to using a murder for obtain- 
ing complete domination over an 
/attractive and normal spouse. 

The husband is played by Wil- 
liam Mendrek, resident director 
and co-author of “Miss Dilly Says 
| No.” Mendrek had 125 sides to 
|master and only the usual one 
week’s rehearsal for this complex 
role. Ruth Homond, the wife, and 
Clyde Waddell, the police inspec- 
tor, regular members of the com- 
pany, give capable support, and 
Fileen Heckart as a friend of the 
wife’s handles the sparse comedy 
lines in good style. Dorothy Beat- 
'tie gives a good account of herself 
as the jealous murderess. 

Dan Morley, on from New York 
has the directional chore and per- 
mits the play to lag in spots, but 
ithis is also due to the scripting. 
| Paul McGuire provides a handsome 
setting. Russ. 


Searlet Lady 
j Middletown, N. Y., Aug. 21. 


Stratton Playhouse production of drama 
‘in three acts (six scenes) by Reynold 
Witte. With Dell Robertson, Joseph S. 
King. Barnard Hughes. Virginia Vincent. 
| Directed by William Harmon. Opened at 
Stratton Playhouse, Middletown, N. Y., 
Aug. 17, °48; $1.80 top. 


Hollywood has come to Orange 


county in the form of a sneak pre-. 


' 


as sour. 

Somewhat suspenseful but with 
unbelievable premise, this is the 
story of a murderer who frightens 
his victims by dressing up in a 
woman’s red wig. The plot is put 
together under the mistaken no- 
tion that if one psycho (see “Angel 
Street”) can make a hit, three of 
them can triple the hit. So we have 
here a mad doctor, the wig-wearer; 
his girl friend, who has previously 


|caused her mother’s death: and the 


j 


girl’s brother, who has just been 
let out of a mental home and be- 
haves in a peculiar, or red herring 
way. Bonus is an offstage charac- 
ter, the mad doctor's mad wife, 
is also in a mental home. The doc- 
tor uses the red wig to throw sus- 
picion for his own crimes onto his 
wife. (Later, it’s disclosed that she 
is not his wife, but his mother.) 
High point Jis when the doctor, 
with the girl's gun pointed at him, 
is told to put on the red wig. The 
girl shoots him. 

Pleasant surprise was the quality 
of the acting and the directing 
(William Harmon). On an over- 
large and underdressed stage, the 
actors gave good _ performances, 
playing down absurdities of plot 
and dialogue, creating atmosphere 
out of pretty thin air. These are 
young people of ability. but the 
poorness of the script showed 
through despite their efforts. 

Teos. 








——— 


Use Producer Dodge 


Although Michael! Todd has indi- 
cated his intention of paying the 
$40,000 of defaulted authors’ royai- 
ties, the Dramatists Guild will re- 
quire him to, gost a bond for his 
new musical production, “As the 
Girls Go.” This is standard prac- 
tice with managers who have de- 
tauited on royalties. 

When Todd went into bank- 
ruptey about a year ago, his credi- 
tors included Dorothy and Herbert 
Fields, as authors of the book and 


lvrics of his production, “Up in 
Central Park.” At that time the 
Guild indicated it would require 


Todd to make good the unpaid roy- 
alties before he could produce an- 
other show. Although there have 
been cases of defaulting managers 
presenting shows under the names 
of other producers, Todd didn't 
want to do that but undertook to 
raise the money to pay off the old 
claims. 

“As the Girls Go,” which went 
into rehearsal yesterday (Tues.), 
has a book by William Roos, with 
score by Jimmy McHugh and Har- 
old Adamson. The cast includes 
Bobby Clark and Irene Rich. 


Legit Bits 











Lawrence Langner, co-director 
of the Theatre Guild, is ill with 
bronchitis at his home in Wilton, 
Conn., and is not expected back 
to the grind for another week ‘ 
Don Hershey quits next week as 
stage manager of ‘Make Mine Man- 
hattan” to work on the new Moss 
Hart play, “Light Up the Sky,” 
also being produced by Joseph M. 
Hyman and Bernard Hart ... For- 
rest C. Haring, general manager 
tor Dwight Deere Wiman, will lec- 
ture on the theatre this season at 
Columbia Univ. . Lilli Palmer 
and John Emery will be in “The 
Man With a Load of Mischief,” the 
Ashley Dukes play to be produced 
by Herman J. Mankiewicz... 
William L. Taub arrived vesterday 
(Tues.) to begin rehearsals of his 
production, “Before the Party,” by 
Rodney Ackland from a W. Som- 
erset Maugham short story... 
Tony Williams will have a reading 
for potential backers Sunday night 
12) of Robertson White's “A-Day,” 
at Lucille Lortel’s White Barn 
theatre, Westport, Conn. 

During the Philadelphia engage- 
ment of “The Heiress,’ the star, 
Basil Rathbone, will commute to 
New York to speak Sept. 30 at a 
Pillsbury flour company luncheon 

Leland Hayward, who planed to 
the Coast yesterday (Tues.) after 
attending the Chicago opening of 
his second “Mister Roberts” com- 
pany, will fly back to New York 
later this week...Gertrude Law- 
rence has told friends she won't 
take any Broadway offers this sea- 
son, being determined to make her 
next appearance in Lordon.. Jack 
Byron has the Lee Sullivan part in 
“Brigadoon” on tour. 

Bette Davis may return to the 
stage in Garson Kanin’s new play, 
“The Smile of the World,” if she 
can make the necessary arrange- 


ments with Warner Bros., with 
which her contract still has 18 
months to go. Kanin, currently 


staging ‘‘The Leading Lady,” writ- 
ten by and starring his wife, Ruth 
Gordon, is said to have at least one 
other play completed, besides 
“Smile of the World’. ..Marjorie 
and Sherman Ewing, producers of 
“Angel in the Wings,” have re- 
turned from Europe and are start- 
ing preparations for the Broadway 
production of “Rape of Lucretia” 

Richard Whorf wil! stage the 
Leonard Lee melodrama, “Sweet 
Poison,” for James Merrill Hard. 

Marilyn Williams, British actress- 
daughter of the late Marian Har- 
ris, Ziegfeld singing star. and 
Robert Williams, onetime leading 
man for Jean Harlow, makes her 
American stage debut on the Coast 
next week in “Lucy,” which Harry 
Gondell is producing. 
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Literati 








Authors Censorship Squabble 

Protest of seven members of 
the Authors League of 
against the recent action of the 
organization’s censorship commit- 
tee and against the setup of the 
committee itself, has been rejected 
by the League council. Letter out- 
lining the whole situation has been 
sent to the League membership by 
Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, president. 
The seven members had circulated 
the membership with a letter con- 
demning the censorship commit- 
tee’s action in joining in the pub- 
lic protest against the N. Y. board 
of education ban against The Na- 
tion because of articles criticising 
Catholic Church policy. The com- 
munication accused the committee 
of proceeding without authority and 
urged revision of the committee's 
powers. 

Hammerstein’s letter explained 
that the present censorship com- 
mittee setup had been planned 
with the idea of permitting quick 
action against cases of suppression 
and noted that the committee had 
been properly authorized in the 
Nation instance. It further re- 
vealed that one of the seven who 
signed the letter of protest, Gretta 
Palmer, had been present at the 
invitation of the League council 
when the matter was discussed and 
the committee’s action was endor- 
sed by vote of 11-2. 

After stating that in future the 
censorship committee will be em- 
powered to deal with censorship 
“us heretotore,’ with only matters 
involving no precedent. requiring 
eouncil decision, Hammerstein's 
leiter noted that ‘“‘some of the sign- 
ers of the letter sent you have told 


us they were unaware of the com-. 


plete contents.” Besides Miss 
Palmer, the singers were Margaret 
Culkin Banning, Thomas B. Cos- 
tain, Dale Eunson, Fulton Oursler, 
Maud Parker and Jerome Weid- 
man. 

Weidman and Hammerstein him- 
self were among 90 prominent pub- 
lishers and authors who signed a 
wire to the board of education last 
week calling the banning of The 
Nation without a public hearing 
“an act of the most overt censor- 
ship” and urging “the immediate 
scheduling of public hearings” on 
the subject. 


—___— 


Martin, Gaige and Johnston Books 

Satevepost feature writer Pete 
Martin's “Hollywood Without 
Makeup” is due via _ Lippincott 
next month, and will be = distin- 
uished by a foreword by Nunnally 
ohnson and an afterword by Jack 
Alexander, latter a SEP associate 
ed. Several chapters of “Holly- 
wood” already have seen print in 
SEP. 

Crosby Gaige, gourmet and im- 
resario (Edgar and Arch Selwyn 
egit production associate, and lJa- 
ter on his own) has done his mem- 
oirs, “Footlights and Highlights.” 
Which Dutton plans to publish in 
November. CGaige also owns the 
Watch Hill Press, but has become 
best known in recent vears as a 
food and wine taster. Same pub- 
lishers plan to bring out Erie 
Johnston's “We're All In It,” also 
in Nov. 





Parker's Memphis Post 

Ben S. Parker was moved into 
the amusements editor's post of 
the Memphis Commercial Appeal. 
in announcement made this week 
by Frank Alghren, editor of the 
Scripps-Howard am. daily. New 
ed moves into the spot held tem- 
porarily by Lillard (Mike) McGee, 
the newspaper's radio and real-es- 
tate editors. 

Assignment was formerly held by 
Harry Martin, president. of the 
American Newspaper Guild (C10), 
Who is now acting as a special ECA 
investigator in Paris. 

Joyee Letters for Publication 

Viking Press will share with Fa- 
ber & Faber, London. publication 
ef leiters of the late James Joyce 
following an okay from administra- 
tors of the novelist’s estate. 

Search is now being made in Ire- 
land. where Joyce maintained many 
correspondence contacts during the 
years he lived on the Continent. 

Left Wing Chi Star Folds 

Chicago Star, leftwing weekly 
newspaper, suspended publication 
Sept. 4 and announced it had sold 
its assets to new weekly. Illinois 
Standard, which starts publishing 
Sept. 11. 

“Stockholders include Progressive 
Party candidates and: members. 

Irish Papers to Suspend 

The three morning and two 
evening newspapers published in 
Dublin. Ireland. will cease publica- 
tion Friday (10) for an indefinite 

ried unless the printers’ union 





America | 


Sunday publications which  be- 
comes effective Taursday (9). 
Union, pressing for five-day 


week of 40 hours, has authorized 
ban which only affects one paper, 
Sunday Independent, but all print- 
ing offices and newspapers are 
standing together and have issued 
notice of termination of employ- 
ment to ali staffs, effective on the 
day after the union’s ban becomes 
operative. 
Collier's New Format 

With the Sept. 18 issue, Collier's 
adopts a new format which includes 
increased art work, greater use ol 
photographic layouts and_ typo- 
graphical changes. Dressed up 
version of mag highlights an arti- 
cle, “How the Reds Snatched Wal- 
lace.” by former Daily Worker 
editor Louis F. Budenz. The opera- 
tions of Macy's dept. store gets an 
0.0. in a piece by Dickson Hartwell. 


CHATTER 
Bertha Jancke, Hollywood edi- 
tor of McCall’s mag, recovering 


from surgery. 

Mike Romanoff reports a total of 
57 newspapers using his Bell Svndi- 
cate column, ‘“Romanoff’s Round- 
up.” 

Jay Kaye in Hollywood to write 
a feature on Bob Cobb and the 
Brown Derby for Coronet mag. 

George Alexanderson, New York 
Times photog, assigned to the Hol- 
lywood beat. 

Shirley Graf, ex-N. Y. 
drama dept., ghosting 
Gloria Swanson column, 
Glories,” 
dicate. 

Martin Field. film scribe, now 
authoring a Hollywood column for 
28 sheets through World News 
Services syndicate. 

A. Lawrence Holmes, former ed- 
itor of Pic mag, bringing out a new 
“cheesecake” mag, “Night and 
Day,” next Wednesday (15). 

Bob Considine, sports scribe, and 
Lester Markel, Sunday editor of 
the N. Y. Times, back from Euro- 
pean junkets yesterday (Tues.) on 
the Queen Elizabeth. 

Mrs. Frances Parkinson Keyes 
w.k. novelist, off to Britain today 
Wed.) on the Queen Elizabeth. 

Three top editorial executives of 
The Mirror, new Los’ Angeles 
afternoon newspaper, were an- 
nounced by Virgil Pinkley, editor 
and publisher. They are: J. Ed- 
ward Murray, managing editor: 
Philip Ault, assistant managing ed- 
itor and editorial page boss, and 
Ralph Shawan, city editor. The 
Mirror will be subsidiary of the 
Los Angeles Times. 

W. J. Galvin. Lima. O., and asso- 
ciates, have sold the Winter Haven 
‘Fla.) Daily and Sunday News- 
Chief to W. E. Rynerson and Jack 
MacFarland. owners of the Mur- 
treesboro ‘Tenn.’ News-Journal. 

Worth C. Coutney has been ap- 
pointed 
Herald-American, Hearst paper. 
He succeeds the late Thomas J. 
White. Coutney has been business 
manager of the daily since 1945. 


Mirror 
national 
“Gloria's 
for Famous Names Syn- 











News’ Sullivan 
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page 


largely on permission from A. J 
Balaban. Roxy, N. Y.. executive di- 
rector, and booker Sammy Rauch, 
to double from the theatre where 
he opens with the Harvest Moon 
Ball winners next Wednesday (15). 
The Sullivan-Emerson video sale 
is the biggest one wrapped up by 
CBS to date in its TV operations. 
The 52-week contract, negotiated 
by the Biow agency, will total 
$500,000 vearly, with $5,000 per 
week for talent alone. 
Establishment of the 5G talent 
nut is expected to take Sullivan, 
who's emcee and co-producer on 
the show with Marlo Lewis. off the 
hook as far as the American Guild 
of Variety Artists is concerned. 


N. Y. Daily News’ columnist had 
been under fire from AGVA_ for 
allegedly paying talent on the show 
too little. Situation was partly 
eased several weeks ayo when CBS 
upped the program's sustaining 
fee, but the talent budget has 


never been as high as it goes on 
the commercial deal. 

Should Sullivan play the Harem 
date, niterv op Nat‘Harris will at- 
tempt to build a surrounding show 
with Ella Logan, Keenan Wynn, 
and Jane & Betty Kean. 

Harris is faced with a herculean 


task in attempting to. reopen 
Harem for the season. With his 
major opposition, the Latin 
Quarter, having lined up Ted 


ifte- its -ban- on- overtime averk- en- Lewis, -Sophie -bucker- and -Abbeott 


publisher of the Chicago, 


; 


& Costello, in the sequence, Harris 
‘will be hard-pressed to find a series 
of names to bring trade over to 
his cafe. 

Harris, originally attempted to 
get Kay Thompson & the Williams 
Bros. but deal fell through. 
Whether he'll open in the middie 
of this month if the Sullivan deal 
fails to jell, remains to be seen. 




















| Sears-Hughes 
Continued from page 3 ——! 


antee fina: cing for three other UA 
pix to retrieve his own films. 
Sears was also successful in ne- 
gotiating with Hughes the arrange- 
ment by which the latter agreed to 
withdraw ! is suit a couple of weeks 
ago again Howard Hawks’ “Red 
River.” Hughes’ action threatened 
to delay release of the film after 
an extensive and costly buildup. It 
ended wiitn Hughes agreeing to 
withdraw the suit in return for UA 


slicing jus 15 seconds of footage 
out of “River.” 
Terms 
UA prexy’s current contract 


gives him -106,000 a year, plus an 
annuity of $35,000 a year for the 
10 vears following the end of the 
pact. In case of his death, the 
$35.000 starts going to his family 
immediately. It is understood that 
Hughes is \‘illing to equal or better 
this contract. 

Sears, :ccording to reliable re- 
ports, is greatly interested in the 
deal, so much so that he went to 
the Coast last week for further 
talks with Hughes. Influencing 
Sears in any desire to leave UA, 
with which he has been associated 
since he le t Warner Bros. in 1941, 
could only be assumed to be the 
tough uphill fight he has been havy- 
ing to get the company operating 
in the black. 

The otheg question would be 
whether Sears could get a release 
from his UA contract. His depar- 
ture would put the distributing out- 
fit or. a bad spot. However, it is 
learned that the two UA owners, 
Mary Pickford and Charles Chap- 
lin, would probably not hold him 
if he were insistent on leaving. 

Ned Depinet, exec v.p. of RKO 
is reportedly set to be upped to 
prexy of the company at a meet- 
ing of the board today ‘Wed.). 
This would not interfere with 
Hughes’ plans regarding Sears. 
Depinet would be in charge of the 
worldwide distribution operations. 
while Sears’ duties would be en- 
tirely on the product side. 

Hughes is understood planning 
production by RKO of only per- 
haps a dozen pictures a year. The 
rest would be made by indies, who 
would be aided with financing at 
least to the extent of deferments 
for use of RKO studio facilities. 
They would also be given other 
financial aid in the way of comple- 
tion guar rtees in order to get 
bank loans. 

RKO owner's idea. it is said, is 
to produce his own films on budg- 
ets of about $1,000,000, letting the 


indies turn out any large-scale 
specials ind any low-budgeters. 


Huzhes figures that the setup he 
has in mind will be profitable be- 
cause it takes much of the over- 
head of the RKO lot off of his 
shoulders and sp:eads it among the 
indies. Likewise, it means he gets 
distribu‘ion for his own product 
at virtually no cost. 


| 
| 
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and inspection of prints. Once 
these operations are taken away, 
expensive exchange buildings 
would vrove unnecessary and the 
booking and selling wing could 
move to far smaller offices in or- 
dinary __ Luildings. Storage of 
prints, another costly and cumber- 
some operation, would also be 
eliminated 

Point. of course, 
jors by combining 
vantageous terms 
companies in view of their joint 
buving power. At the same time, 
accounting and bookkeeping duties 
now widely spread through the 31 
exchanges could be centralized at 
the companies’ homeoffices 

Plan. noreover, is not thought 
vulnerable under anti-trust laws 
because it involves only the physi- 
cal end of distribution. There 
would be no combining on selling 
in anv manner. Many department 
stores have followed the same 
practice in delivering goods to 


is that the ma- 
could win ad- 
from private 


customers and the anti-trust taint 
has never attached to them on 
thad score. - 


t 
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(While Frank Scully is on his annual all-year vacation these columns 


wre being guested by Frank Scully—Ed.) 
Gypsum Springs, Sept. 2. 

Five days ago, while lounging in a Metro projection room in Culver 
City. and surrounded by air-conditioned navy brass, Si Newton and I 
caught the latest of those Admiral Byrd pictures—the one in color 
where three fleets which happen to be laying off between hot wars are 
despatched to Little America to learn how to operate in a cold war. 
We thought the actions of those men-of-war heroie and their sacrifices 
in the interest of Antarctic science out of this world. 

Little did I think, however, that five days later we'd be further from 
the advantages of civilization than those cold-storage gobs ever were. 
Where they had cold, we have heat. Where they had food, we have 
hunger. Where they had photographers to record their brave deeds, 
we haven't got even a self-serving box camera to record our bravery 
under fire. 

Eight hours ago, four money-mad soldiers of fortune headed by this 
same Si Newton left me to guard this stinking pass while they sought 
out gold deposits of fantastic riches. They left me with a sandwich and 
a canteen of water. By now the water and the nourishment are gone. 


Origin of “You've Been Gypped?” 

Years ago Newton told me of two prospectors in Wyoming who 
drank water that was mixed with gypsum. They nearly died. A doctor 
who saved their lives told them, “You've been gypped!” 

That’s how the phrase originated, and nuts to what Mencken may 
say to the contrary. Let him pioneer as I’m doing instead of holding 
up at 1524 Hollins street, Baltimore, with a case of iced beer before he 
goes sounding off any more about original sources of the American 
language. 

If those dry-hole dromedaries who deserted me to search for out- 
groppings of virgin gold don’t come back before nightfall, I'm a dead 
duck. Like Captain Scott at the South Pole it will be a case of, “These 
few notes and my dead body will tell the tale.” 

In fact, the notes may curl up and burn themselves to cinders under 
this scorching sun and never be found. Never have I seen such a 
ghastly, gold-forsaken spot. No buzzards fly above, proving that not 
even a coyote has died here in centuries 

As far as I can see, and I can see 30 miles in any direction, no living 
thing has passed this way since 4 a.m., and it is now low noon. (Noon 
never gets “high” here.) 

I am parked under a 1948 Oldsmobile which has every convenience 
of a Forest Lawn hearse. I can get some radio station in Salt Lake 
City through a lot of static, but they can't get me, and I’m the one in 
trouble. Besides, why listen to the sad news that the temperature in 
Chicago is hovering around 86 degrees when its 114 degrees under this 
car right now? 

“Water” as sung by the “Sons of the Pioneers” is beginning to hum 
in my ears. Of course there’s some in the radiator, but that’s full of 
rust. and besides I don’t need iron. What's left of me as a man is 
practically all ferrous oxide. 

They got mé up at 3:45 this morning. The fortune-hunters arrived last 
night in four cars—three from California and one ‘a jeep) from Colo- 





rado. They rousted me out of the foulest motel in the world before 
dawn. All of us came to this jumping-off place in the jeep and the 
Olds. Then the four backfield men took off in the jeep over a trackless 


desert, leaving me to guard the end of the trail against interlopers, 
claim-jumpers, mountain lions, rattlesnakes, gila monsters and tax 
collectors. All I've seen so far is some dinosaur’s hoof prints, and 
they're 30,000,000 years old. 


First Edition Gold 

What started all this? Well. 10 days ago Newton, who heads the 
Newton Oil Co., but has backed at least two flops on Broadway and 
published one book by Benny DeCasseres on “Shaw and Mencken” that 
sold 149 copies, picked up a nugget at this very spot I’m guarding. 
The nugget- showed gold that assayed $82,000 a ton! Where did it 
come from? Where was the rest of it? 

Wouldn't you like to know? Wouldn't I like to know! Newton fig- 
ured the outcroppings would have to be within 30 miles of here, and 
the last I saw of him and his rockhounds they were weaving eastward 
in the jeep as a snake travels across greasewood, sage, tumbleweed and 
cactus. 

“If we don’t come back by noon, don’t worry.’ assured Mad Man 
Newton. “With any luck we should be back by then. If things go bad 
we might be held up till 4:30.” 

“And if you don’t come back by sundown?” 

“We're lost.” he said. 

Then he walked off with the keys to the rescue car, meaning that 
if he’s lost he’s not alone. This way I can’t even go after a sheriff's 
posse. 

Operation Isesceles 

I know how Admiral Byrd's men solved it in “The Secret Land.” 
They were instructed from a plane that found them to form a circle if 
they could watk 10 miles to safety or form a straight line if-they were 
too exhausted to move. But how can a guy alone, even if spotted by a 
plane from above, form a circle with himself? Or for that matter form 
a straight Jine? \ 

Even if I'm rescued I don’t know just where to hunt for the others. 
There are 360 degrees in even a secret circle and these characters have 
therefore handed me a 359-to-1 shot. I'm not even sure of the names of 
all of them. One I suspect was dn old peace officer or M.P., on account 
he had two small buttonholes in his khaki shirt, right over his heart, 
and that's where badges are usually hung until such times as a horse 
thief hangs the peace officer himself. This copper’s name may have 
been O. K. Carr. At least I heard others say ‘“O.K.” every time he 
suggested a new way to roll the gold down the mountainside without 
breaking the skull of someone below. 

The second in the Newtonic command was Paul Beemer, a rockhound 
and wildeatter who went to school with Harry Truman in Lamarr, Mo., 
but by some dirty politics never even got a job in the Prez’s cabinet. 
The last was a blonde halfback from Denvee high school named Jinimy 
Grider. He taught the jeep how to weave around the desert under- 
growth. The chump, of course, of the party was our old fugitive from 
parking tickets, the author. 

Third Vime Lousy 

This isn’t the first time I've been trapped into getting into a treasure 
hunt on the ground floor. In fact twice before I've done this, and I 
haven't the slightest faith in third-time lucky. Bobby Howes once 
parlayed a musical in London inte a year’s run with hardiv anything 
more entertaining than “Third Time Lucky” as a title, but that’s not 
the luck of the Irish. 

On one previous adventure in Arizona I revived interest in a lost 
gold mine as a picture publicity stunt. I hadn't the slightest faith in 
the thing. but I ended by buying a quarter-interest from an Indian 
who didn't know where it was either. Or if he did he didn't show me. 

s3ut if I ever get bevond civilization to Hollywood again after this 
mad trek, no Newton, whether he makes fig biscuits or laws of gravity, 


discovers oil fields or loses his shirt. is going to lure me into the 
Mojave Desert with tall tales about underground dykes filtering out 


millions of pure gold nuggets hundreds of feet thick—all ours fer the 
finding. 

Even when I see one, such as the practically all-gold nugget he 
showed me, I'm not going to let avarice get the upper hand for even 
one second. After all, look what happened to the Steinbeck peasants 
who picked up “The Pearl” in Mexico and the John Huston miners whe 
went after “The Treasure of Sjerra Madre.” —- samenntnn 
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Broadway 


The Jack — due from Lon- 
don this month. 

The Lou Mindlings honeymoon- 
ing in Bermuda. 

Danny Brennan stage manager of 
“Magdalena” on show’s arrivai in 
Nz. 

Ravmond Hakim returns to the 
Coast within few days after short 
stay in town. 

Svivie St. Clair arrives from 
France today (Wed.) to resume her 
DuMont video series. 

Decca prez Jack Kapp to address 
Boston U. on “Special Responsibili- 
ties of Business,” Oct. 6 at the Hub. 

Unusual publishing stunt by Dell 
is a souvenir mag devoted entirely 
to Bing Crosby, with articles by his 
associates. 

Elsa Maxwell, while in France, 
essaved a small comedy role in a 
French documentary short, “Holi- 
day tor Stars.” 

ifortense Morton, drama critic of 
San Francisco Examiner, due in 
N. Y. Nov. 1 to gander shows. Will 
be her first visit. 

Burgess Meredith to Paris last 
week to appear in the ‘Franchot 


Tone-Irving Allen forthcoming film, | 


“The Man on the Eiffel Tower.” 
Melva Niles, featured singer in 
“\lagdalena,” will announce her 


engagement this week in San Fran- | 


cisco to Clifford Baborka, of Chi- 
cago 

Jack Cole, choreographer of the 
incoming operetta, ‘Magdalena,’ 
arrived east over the weekend to 
stage a new show at the Riviera. 
Ft. Lee, N. J. 

i:ddie Buzzell in for 2-3 weeks 
before directing ‘“Neptune’s Daugh- 
ter’ at Metro. This kayos Colum- 
bix’s dicker to borrow him for ‘‘Jol- 
son Sings Again.” 

Oscar Morgan, Paramount’s short 
subjects sales chief, convalescing at 
his Thousand Islands summer home 
aiter an emergency operation at 
Mt. Sinai hospital. 


Bretaigne Windust, Warner Bros. | 


director, in from the Coast to start 
staging 
Days,” new Maxwell Anderson play 
starring Rex Harrison. 

Metro assistant sales chief Eddie 
Aaron trains to the Coast Friday 
(10) tor two-week vacation. He'll 
join there his wife and daughter, 
Mrs. Herbert Nusbaum. 


Bill Danziger, of Buchanan 
Azency, headed to Coast, via des- 
evt. to nip arthritic condition in his 
foot. Ad-publicity-exploiteer will 
stoy west if sun cure works. 

Banshees holding second annual 
“All Sports Tribute” next Thurs- 
day (16) at the Waldorf; among 
guestars to appear: Joe E. Brown, 
Al Schacht and Bob Considine. 


Donahue 
branch, 
publicity advisory committee for 


& Coe’s Washington 


U.S. Army Reserve Officer college | 


mm 2. 

Mrs. Ruby Schinasi to the Coast, 
after all, to visit her daughter, Mrs. 
Arthur (Bubbles) Hornblow, Jr., 
atter being delayed because her 
younger daughter Betti’s appen- 
deciomy. 

Kay Harrison, headman of Brit- 
ish Technicolor, sojourning at Cape 
Cod with Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus, 
president of Techni. 
plans remaining several weeks in 
the U. S. 

Lynn Farnol, Goldwyn pub-ad 
chief, in Chicago today (Wednes- 
day! setting campaign for opening 
ot “A Song Is Born” at the Woods. 
Special emphasis being given to 
radio exploitation. 

Don I'reeman, artist for the N. Y. 
Times drama department, due back 
in N. Y. about mid-October. He 
spent July in Dallas and since then 
has been covering theatrical sub- 
jects in L. A. and Frisco. 

William Ruder, exploitation chief 
for Goldwyn Productions, resigned 
to open own exploitation and pub- 
licity offices in association with Da- 
vid Finn. George Weisman has 
also resigned Farnol’s staff. 

rank Marlow and Lew Parker's 
fros ‘n’ easy Americanisms in their 
act; ave the talk of Yank showfolk 
visiting England who gander 
these comedians’ adaptations oi 
standard U. S. act material. 

William Mulligan. long with 
Cunard White Star, now acting ad- 
vertising and publicity manager for 
the company replacing Howard W. 
Kramer, recently resigned to form 
his own public relations firm. 

Buster Shaver, Olive, George & 
Richard, the midget act, to the 
AbBC. Paris, accomped by Irv- 
ing Tishman, their manager, 
shortly; thence for an Xmas panio- 

mime tor Val Parnell in London. 

Deborah Kerr and husband Tony 

Bartley taking two-week vacation 
here before returning to the Coast. 
They arrived last week from Eng- 
land, where Miss Kerr has just 
completed “Edward, My Son.” for 
Metro. 


Toots Shor’s facelifted and en-*turned in SRO week. 


“Anne of the Thousand | 


appointed chairman of | 


Harrison | 


| targed eatery on 5lst street, now 
‘two combined buildings, preems to- 
night (Wed.). While only the first 


two floors are completed the man- | 


agement is having SRO trouble 
with reservations. 

Jay Barney, legit thesper cur- 
rently appearing in “The Respect- 


fui Prostitute” at the Cort, doubling | 
as film director at Fort Monmouth | 
where he’s producing a training | 


film for the Army. He’s a Colonel 
in the Reserve Army. 

Legit-radio actor Gregory Mor- 
ton has just done the narration for 
a two-reel documentary, “Pilgrim- 
age to Mecca.” He’s also playing 
the part of Christ in a series of 
Biblical dramas recorded by Met- 
ropolitan as an album for the 
Christmas trade. 

Sydney Wynne, chief publicist in 
London for J. Arthur Rank, here 
on a first-time visit with his wife, 
says he was prepared for the sky- 
scraper skyline but “had no idea it 
ran on for miles that way.” Mrs. 
/Wynne is Foreign Minister Ernest 
Bevin’s daughter. 

Naomi Horrabin, agent from 
Vic Hyde, in from Des Moines 
which, says she, is one of the best 
convention cities, because of its 
central geographical position in 
the U.S. Hence five agents do a 
terrific club booking business, pay- 
‘ing top prices for top talent. 

\latty Fox, who was best man at 
the Ruth Barton Davey-Monroe 
Greenthal nuptials at his (Fox’s) 
| Park avenue penthouse last Fri- 
day (3) atop the Universal Bldg., 
had a “Fox Office” gag (charging 
$1 admission to the wedding) all 
primed, but at last-minute feared 
it might be misunderstood. 

Alyce and Clifford C. Fischer en 
route back from Paris for the Sept. 
22 preem of Edith Piaf at the Ver- 
sailles, a return booking.  Inci- 
dentally, Les Compagnons de la 
Chanson, who came to attention 
'with Mile. Piaf, open at the com- 
'petitive LeDirectoire about the 
same time, co-starred with Pear! 
Bailey. 

The Andrews Sisters’ gift to 
their favorite British agent, 
Charles Munyard, of MPM Enter- 
| prises, was a trip to the U. S., his 
first time over. This includes the 
Hollywood treatment, as well as 
N. Y. Jimmy Phillips, of Peter 
Maurice, and Leslie McDonell, with 
Munyard, comprise the MPM 
agency billing. 

Immediately upon his return 
from abroad Jack (Decca _ prez) 
Kapp paid a sentimental visit to 
the Voisin where Jahn Marazzini 
is headwaiter, because of the fact 
he ran into Marazzini’s son in 
Milan. Latter is one of the Amer- 
ican engineers working on the huge 
Coca-Cola bottling project (40 
buildings) in Milan. 

Ken Englund’s daughter, Pat- 
ricia, closes in “Oklahoma!,” after 


(the maximum six months in Lon- | 
J. Raymond Bell, manager of | 


don, and heads for Tel Aviv next 


month for two or three weeks. | 


Major Leo Heaps, Canadian nov- 
,elist, and son of the Canadian Com- 
missioner of Finance invited the 
| actress. Like Miss Englund, Major 


Heaps also is not Jewish, but sym- | 
pathetic to the [srael cause and an 


officer in its army. 


Bucks County, Pa. 


Edmond Ryan in for week on 
| painting excursion. 

Phyllis Perlman to town to re- 
open flackery office. 
| Carl Fisher, Judy Abbott, Dick 
|Clark in for weekend. 
| Moss Hart to town to start “Light 
; Up the Sky” rehearsals. 
Four-day al fresco art show held 
/over Labor Day weekend = on 
Mechanic street to benefit Damon 
/Runvon Fund. 


Playhouse shuttering most suc- 
cessiul season to date after next 
| week’s” bill, Jackie Cooper in 
, “John Loves Mary.” 
| Justin Herman penning script 
| for musical short on Paul White- 
/ man’s anti-juve delinquency dances 
in Lambertville, N. J. 

Paul Whiteman, Jr., injured in 
|chest while cleaning revolver at 
Ringoes home. Hospitalized in 
Trenton at St. Francis. 

The Franklin’ Hellers 
farewell shindig at New 
home Friday (3) for 
colleagues and friends. 

Theron Bamberger mulling idea 
of Bucks County revue for Play- 
house next season, utilizing local 
writers, composers and players. 


| 


tossed 
Hope 
Playhouse 


Russell Collins, former New 
Hope resident player, back for 
current stanza to appear with 
John Loder in “For Love Or 
| Money.” 

Combined Kiwanis Clubs of 


Doylestown, Flemington and New 
, Hope addressed on strawhat pro- 
ducing problems at Colligans by 
Theron Bamberger. 

Mike Linenthal, Michael Myer- 
berg, Arnold Weisberger, Geral- 
dine Dvorak down to eatch Arthur 
Treacher in “The Magistrate” last 
week at New Hove. Pinero faree 


London 


George Robey out on another 
vaude tour starting Sept. 7. ; 

Three Wiles sailed after month's 
run at the London Casino. 

Archie de Bear confined to Pad- 
dington hospital, London, after a 
stroke. 

Maxine Sullivan topped the bill 
on the telecast variety show 
July 28. ‘ 

Joe Loss orchestra will pay a re- 
turn visit to Eire Oct. 16 atter nine 
vears’ absence. 

Rex Ramer, recently a hit at Lon- 
don Casino, is leaving for vaude- 
ville tour in Australia. 

Bertram Montague putting on 
“Babes in the Wood’’at Princes for 
second year in succession. 

“Carissima,” which opened 
poorly at the Palace, has now 
passed its 200th performance. 

Wallv Stott leaves the Gealdo 
Orchestra Sept. 14 to concentrate 
on film music composition and ar- 
ranging. 

Felix King booked by Decca to 
record double session Sept. 13 and 
15 for London Label and British 
distribution. 

After successful Continental 
tour, the Three Peters Sisters are 
returning to Britain for new series 


|of variety dates. 


Dana Andrews and wife have de- 
cided to stay for a holiday in Brit- 
ain when his present assignment, 
“Britannia Mews,” is finished. 

“All My Sons” ends its run at 
the Globe Sept. 18. John Gielgud 


then presents Robinson Jeffers 
“Medea,” with Eileen Herlie in the 
title role. 

Louis Levy, former Gaumont 


British music director, has signed as 
music chief of Associated British 
Pictures and plans to form another 
orchestra on lines of his old G. B. 
outfit. 

Keneth Kent and Helen Haye 
head the cast of “The Thing He 
Loves,” written by Roland Pertwee 
(part author of “The Paragon”), 
being presented by Jack de Leon 
in the fall after a provincial try-out. 

Vernon Sylvaine has written a 
new farce for Robertson Hare, 
“One Wild Oat,” in which the au- 


thor’s daughter, June, will have 
leading role. 
An experiment to test public 


taste in foreign films being tried at 
two adjoining London picture 
houses, where the original French 
iversion and the English-speaking 
one, “Behind These Walls” are to 


be screened during run of picture. | 


Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., here for 
talks with J. Arthur Ranks on film 
he will make prior to “Sir Lance- 


, 


lot and Round Table.’ 


Paris 
By Maxime de Beix 

(33 Blvd. Montparnasse ) 
Chaz Chase back from. the 
| Riviera to his Lido headline date. 

Ray Ventura obligingly supply- 
ing some music to visiting Amer- 
{icans who tound the publishers 
|away on vacation. 

Jeanne Manet and hubby Patrick 
Hurst showing the resistance filin 
| they made right 
ithe enemy during German occupa- 
‘tion. 
| Monique Lebray 
jcourt to pay $300 damages to her 
impresario for refusing to act the 
role of an English girl. She was 
once jilted by an Englishman. 


Las Vegas 


Opener for Joe E. Lewis at El 
Rancho is Sept. 15. 
new orch here for indefinite stay, 

Swimming star Louis Carter, 
who hopes to better English Chan- 
‘nel time, is practicing in Lake 
Mead. 

Mitzi Green headlining show at 
Flamingo until Sept. 15. 
Vines next top attraction, with Hal 
Pruden’s band held over. 

New Thunderbird hotel has 
Ginny Sims now; bill also includes 


Pancho & Diane, Billy MacDonald 


Orchestra. MCA _ booking. 
Lt.-Governor of State of Wash- 

ington, Vick Mevers, recent visitor 

at El Rancho, and Senator George 


“Molly” Malone, of Nevada, here 
now. 
Pearl Bailey, after concluding 


two-week engagement at El 
Rancho, married John R. Pinkett. 
Jr. in the Hitchin’ Post Wedding 
Chapel. 

The town looked like Helldorado 
past week with bearded “House of 
David” baseball team here to play 
local Wranglers in open-air plateau 
stadium. 

The Little theatre of Las Vegas 
is going on the road—by air. “Life 
with Father” company of 12 char- 
tering DC-3 to silver camp otf 
Tonopah, Nev. 


Club Bingo has Jackie Cannon, | 


comedian; Bob Parish, who has just 
completed singing tour of Aus- 
tratian clubs and theatres; and 
Billy Roe’s trio. 

Scene-stealer: Mrs. Bob Mit- 
chum, with her two sons, stopped 


jat El Rancho en route to coast, 


under nose of | 


sentenced by. 


Leonard Sues | 


Billy | 


pulling local press and Los Angeles 
lensmen to stalk her cottage. 





Flamingo remodeling job fin- 
ished Mitzi Green’s new show 
here with Mayo Bros., dancers, 


‘eight Lucky Girls, and Hal Pru- 
den’s Orch (held over indef). 
Alex. Kerr, president of Na- 
tional Skeet Shoot Assn., due in 
for championship skeet tourna- 
ment opening Sept. 16. Ex-cowboy 
stars Rex Bell and Hoot Gibson 
busy posing for Skeet Shoot Art. 
The Motor-Vu drive-in here get- 
ting good play, but making more 
‘on its food concession than on ad- 
missions. Each Thursday is Family 
Night, admitting as many patrons 
as can be crammed in each car for 
one buck. 
A Vegas beauty who can ride is 
being selected here at invitation of 
Madison Square Garden to be one 
of six feminine sponsors of the 
Rodeo opening mid-Sept. in N. Y. 


This is tough casting, as most of 


citizenry, young and old, ride. 
Lineup of smaller LV spots fea- 


turing entertainment: Talk O’ the | 
cocktail | 


Town, newest mainstem 
lounge, has Tommy Howe at the 
Piano Bar, and Jay Rardin and his 
sax. Out on the “strip”: the 
Rendezvous has pianist Bob Lane; 
Bar of Music features Jean Loach, 
voealist, and Sil Silver, answers 
piano requests. 

Sept. 2 was opener of Las Vegas’ 
newest luxury hotel, the Thunder- 
bird. Fronting on famous “strip” 
of Highway 91, on a tract of 60 
acres, the Thunderbird cost -two 
million, and has Lieut.-Gov. Clif- 
ford Jones, of Nevada, as member 
of its directorate. Louie Saldino, 
‘from Tahoe Biltmore, maitre d’ 
here. 

El Cortez Hotel once again fea- 
turing floorshows in the Sapphire 
Room, with Duke Wiley booking. 
'Ethlyn Mattison, taps; Francine 
|Faye, vocalist, and emcee Sunny 
Chambers in show. Bill Snyder, 
longtime William Morris 


staffer, gen’l mgr. here. Brother 


George manages Book Cadillac, De- | 


troit, and Brother Carl! is veepee of 
New Yorker hotel. 

New show at Hotel Last Frontier 
,opens Sept. 10, starring § singer 
Danny O'Neill (of Eddie Cantor's 


show) with Dave Cavanaugh orch | 


held over. This spa will feature 
first western wear fashion show to 
‘attract designers from outside the 
U. S. on second of Oct. Central 
American and Canadian fashion 
authorities to attend premiere of 
new styles for southwest. 

Local publicists, attempting to 
photograph Ginny Simms — head- 
liner on Thunderbird floorshow— 
were told MCA won't permit pics 
,until she’s launched on new fall 
jradio show. One photog thought 
|he’d found solution: he persuaded 
| Phil Harris, who attended in sports 
|shirt sans coat, to take bow with 


/Ginny at mike, but she frustrated | 


even this attempt with hand in hair 
neatly ‘covering her face. 


Miami Beach 


By Larry Solloway 

Marie Austin a click at Paddock 
| Club. 
» Town girding for American 
Legion convention in October, with 
|nitery ops setting big shows. 
Miami Beach Hotel Owners Assn. 
| planning annual “festival week” 
|to open 1949 season. Plars include 
; Show biz personalities as features. 

Jack Williams, WGBS disc jock 
moved his’ turntables to 
Famous Door from Clover Club. 
Guy Rennie replaces at Clover via 
indie WINZ. 

Clover Club’s 
planed to New York to sign talent. 


has Guy Rennie, Kathryn Chang. | 
The Farcias and hold-over Roche- | 


Carlyle line. 


Montreal 


By Mare Thibeault 

Trene Hilda at Latin Quarter 
cabaret. Germaine Sablon to fol- 
low Hilda. 

Gloria Nord and “Skating Vani- 
ties” troupe now in Quebec City. 
Will appear here next week at 
Forum. 

Edith Piaf and Les Compagnons 
de la Chanson doing a  six-night 
engagement at Monument National 
theatre. 

_ Quebec Productions Corp., still 
lining up its French “Un Homme 
Et Son Peche” pic for sometime in 
November. 

French comic Fernandel booked 
for one week personal appearance 
at the Odeon, new Champlain, 
starting Sept. 24. 





Venezuela 


Carman Espinoza at the Broad- 
way. 

New movie 
opened in Cariaco. 

Kirsten Flagstad to head opera 
troupe opening at Teatro Muni- 
cipal, Sept. 27. 

Latest Bolivar film 
booked 


house, Carini, 


entitled 
heavily in 


“Venezuela.” 
‘the provinces. 





agency | 


the) 


Jack Goldman | 


Hollywood 


' Robert Walker hospitalized for 
-a checkup. 
| Florence Lake recovering from 
| major surgery. 
| Vineent Price in town after a 
‘Honolulu vacation. ; 
| Henry Ginsbergs celebrated their 
| 2ist wedding anni. ; 
| Paul Small in from N. Y. to line 
|up a vaudeville troupe. 
| Bob O'Donnell returned to Dallas 
| after two weeks in Hollywood. 
| James R. Grainger in town for 
|10 days of huddles at Republic. 
| §. Z. Sakall returned to work at 
|'Warners after three weeks siege of 
| flu. 

Howard Horton collapsed on the 


‘Metro lot with internal hemorr- 
hages. ; . 
Julia Faye playing her 250th 


screen role in “One Woman” at 
Paramount. 

| Gavin Muir heading for London 
|when he finishes his chore in “One 
Woman.” ’ 

| Miriam Hopkins returned to 
| work at Paramount aiter a siege of 
leye trouble. 

William Farnum will be guest of 
‘honor at a dinner tossed by the 
| Lambs, Sept. 15. 

Monte Hale grounded for three 
'months after breaking his arm ina 
‘riding scene at Republic. 

| David ©O. Selznick awarded a 
'gold medai for his contribution to 
Mexico’s National Fund for Tuber- 
culosis. 

Dave Bershon and W. H. Lollier 
to represent Southern California 
Variety Club, Tent 25, at Humani- 
tarian Award dinner in Washing- 
ton, 


Rome 


By Raul Quattrocchi 


SAFIR studios bought by pro- 
ducer Dino De Laurentis. 

Peppino De Filippo to be starred 
jin Lux Film's “I’m the Bandit.” 
Darryl Zanuck, Tyrone Power, 
| Myrna Loy and Linda Christian 
here. 

The Isa Miranda-Jean Gabin 
film, “Three Days of Love,” de- 
layed. 

Charles 


Boyer, Rita Hayworth 


‘and Maurice Chevalier at San 
Remo. 

Doris Dowling starring in Lux’s 
“Bitter Rice,” now on location 


near Vercelli. 

Italian distribution rights of “Le 
Diable au Corps” yielded by Uni- 
versal Fincine. 

Peter Ustinov studying loca- 
tions tor Filippo Del Giudice’s 
“Private Angelo.” 

SAFA studios damaged by fire 
during lensing of Manenti’s “The 
,/Grey Gloved Man.” 

Vittorio De Sica, of 
|Shine,” completing “The 
Thief” at Palatino studios. 
| Georges Marchal, Marcel Her- 
‘rand and Dominique Blanchar here 
ifor roles in “Last Days of Pom- 
| peii” at Universalia studios. 
| Francoise Rosay and Michel 
i|Auclair will appear along wiih 
|/Michele Morgan in Universalia’s 
\‘*Kurydice,” directed by Marcel 
| Carne. 
| Warners will distribute here Uni- 
_Versalia’s “Fabiola” and “The Last 
‘|Davs of Pompeii.”” The former to 
,cost an estimated $1,000,000, has 
been in production eight months 
with nearly $4,000,000 already 


Ft. Worth 


| Frank Weatherford, Interstate’s 
city boss here, out of commission 


“Shoe- 
Bicycle 


with the summer flu. 

Leon Lewis, manager of indie 
New Liberty, has recovered from 
|operation and is now recuperating 
on a vacation. 

Frank Senyard, who now oper- 
‘ates the Bomber Grill, known for 
having longest bar in Texas, has 
signed a lease to take over the 
closed and darkened Wayside Inn. 


. 
Chicago 

Orch leader Lou Breese’s auto 
‘stolen while Breese was on dinner 
date. 

Shirley Temple. husband John 
Agar and baby, in town visiting 
with Agars. 

Shipstead & Johnson's Ice Follies 
of 1949 wilk play Chi Arena Oct 21 
through Noy. 14. 

Ellen Hanley out of “High But- 
ton Shoes” with laryngitis; Ellen 
Dunlap took over. 

Ric Riccardo hosted entire cast 
(of “John Loves Mary” last Thurs- 
day night (2) as going-away ges- 
j ture. 

Harry Cohn, Columbia Pictures 
|prexy, and family, guests of Leigh 
Blocks in Lake Ferest, over Labor 
| Day weekend. 

Fred Niemann, Chi socialite who 
made feature film of Chi'’s “Skid 
Row,” is Hollywood-bound, wanted 
both by Columbia and RKO. 

“Summertime Revue” of Palmer 
House’s Empire Room entertaining 
vets Sept. 1 at Hines Hospital, with 
)'Liberace, and Abbott dancers. 
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ployees demanded 50% jurisdic- 
tion over ABC's tele cameramen. 
ABC, which has a contrac’ with 
the National Assn. of Broadcast 
Engineers & Technicians, turned 
down the IA demands and obtained 
a temporary injunction from the 
N. Y. federal court, which permit- 
ted the show to go on. Hearing has 
been set for Sept. 21, at which 
time IA must show cause why it 
shouldn't Lt > enjoined permanently 
from demanding its jurisdiction. 
Milton Berle, incidentally, takes 
over as permanent emcee on the 
Texaco show that same date. 


ABC-TV still has hopes of doing 


a weekly vaudeo show from the 
Palace stage, but must await the 
court’s hearing, same as Kudner 


must, before the plans go through. 
ABC exec veepee Robert E. Kint- 
ner declared yesterday (Tues.) 
that ABC has held no recent dis- 
cussions with RKO and confirmed 
the web has no option on the house 


for video shows which would pre- | 


clude its use for tele presentations 
by any other web. 

According to Kudner radio-tele 
veepee Myron Kirk, if plans go 
through for staging the Texaco 
show at the Palace, the theatre 
would be taken over completely 
each Tuesday night. Audience 
would then be handled as a studio 
audience at anv radio or tele show, 
rieaning  o admission would be 
charged. 
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of Hollywood. There is a question 
whether TV will necessarily make 
N.Y. the capital of this medium, 
and that Hollywood in time, can- 
not become as important a centre 
as it is in radio today. 

Burns is particularly ardent 
about the fact that the key to video 
is that instanteity; that “no matter 
how lousy a fight or a game or a 
vaudeville act. the fact that it’s un- 
predictable in its score or _ its 
finish is what gives television the 
edge over radio.” 

Good AM Shows'll Stick: Benny 

Benny points to the passionate 
romancing of the Ronald Colmans, 
Fred Allen’s mythical alley, his 
own whodunit sketches, Allen's 
hokum Won Long Pan and “re 
wolower”’ business, his own Max- 
well or money-vault, etc., as evi- 
dences wherein the imaginative ap- 


peal of radio has it over the real-! 


istic portrayals indigenous to video, 

As regards the recent pronun- 
ciamento by the American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists, at its Boston 
convention last week, that “tele- 
Vision will be the undoing of night- 
time radio broadcasting in two 
years,” Benny thinks that good 
racio programs are the answcr to 
everything. 

Ile concedes that a good tele- 
vision program opposite any radio 
star, whether it’s himself, Allen or 
whoever it may be, must hurt. 
“But the same is true with radio. 
Good opposition on another net- 
work has an effect, but doesn't it 
zlways resolve itself down to your 
program? Hf it’s good, you get the 
listeners. Itll be true with tele- 
Vision.” 

Ilowever, Benny advanced the 
sucgestion that VARIETY log the 
railings of potent radio programs 
when opposed by potent television 
shows. “Let's see what Milton 
Berle on Texaco Star theatre does 
to whoever is on the radio oppo- 
site him,” says Benny. “Let’s see 
if Ed Sullivan's vaudeo hurts 
Winchell or Louella opposite him 
on the radio.” (Good suggestion; 
will do—Ed.) 
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there are considerably fewer play- 
er 

indications are that Florida will 
fare little better. With political 
retorm and liberal elements bat- 
\ling around Miami, operation is 
expected to be difficult. 

Center of gaming activity will 
still be Broward county, about 15 
miles from Miami Beach. How- 
ever, some radical changes will be 
evident there. The Colonial Inn, 
Hallendale, will not be reopened. 
rhe smaller La Boheme will sup- 
plant that operation. The night 
club adjunct of this gaming room is 
considerably sinaller than, the Co- 


lonial, seating only around 250. 
However this move was made nec- 
essary by the fact that the Colonial 
was padlocked by ceunty authori- 
_ties last season, and injunction still 
‘applies. 
| The Colonial, La Boheme and the 
Green Acres are owned by the 
same syndicate. 

Reason for the lighter play is said 
to be the general economic condi- 
tions throughout the country. The 


heavy spenders of the wartime era | 


have disapperred, and the unre- 
ported incomes of many blacket- 
'eers have virtually dried up cr 
| have been socked away. 

The uncertain political situation 


|in many resort towns is similarly a, 


‘drawback to prosperous casino op- 
erations, but they're second4ry to 
the economic picture. 
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a Techni opus on ballet, at least 
for the first vear. He has set that 
policy so that a- $1.20-$2.40 min- 
nie scale can be fixed for the film. 
'Pic has its U. S. preem in New 
York, Oct. 15. 

| EL has consulted its attorneys 
on the picketing furthered by boy- 
cott groups, Heineman said. 
Whether the picketing around 
theatres is legal depends on the 
tvpe and manner in which it is 
staged. 

Top Alms to be released in the 
nine-month stretch, starting Sept 
1, include “Northwest Stampede.” 
“Hollow Triumph,” “Adventures 
of Gallant Bess.’ “He Waiked by 
Night,” “Let's Live a Little,” “The 


_ Big Cat,” “The World and Little 
Willie.’ “12 Against the Under- 
world.” “Red Stallion in the 
Rockies,” and “Catch Me Before 
, Se” 


“Tulsa,” Walter Wanger’s Techni 
pic—the costliest film turned out 
for the company—will also be re- 
leased in that stretch as will 
“Reign of Terror,” another Wan- 
ger production. Rank’'s films 
handled bv EL will be “Red 
Shoes,” “The Olympic Games of 
1948.” “Blanche Fury” and “Scott 
of the Antarctic.” 

“Alice in Wonderland,” — film 
made in France with Rank back- 
ing, is now being completed. Print 
is expected here by Oct. 1. 





Playwrights Bow | 


Continued from page ll me 


retain majority ownership. That 
arrangement is to bring the pro- 
duction uader the limited partner- 
ship ‘rather than corporation) 


regulations of the Treasury Depart- , 


ment. “Anne” is budgeted at 
$100,000 in investment units of 
$2.000 each for 1¢e interest, sub- 
ject to an overcall of 33'4e. Those 
are unusually steep terms for a 
Straight play. 

As star, Harrison is reportedly 
in for a generous” percentage, 
against a minimum guarantee, with 
Brelaigne Windust slated for a per- 
centage as stager. John F. Whar- 
ton, as attorney for the Play 
wrights’ Co., will get his customary 
1° of the gross from the first dol- 
lar. 
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| Disks’ Open Revolt 
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above all while there was always 
the expedient of recording tunes in 
England and getting them pressed 
in New York within the same week, 
there wasnt too great concern. 

But now with the new season 
and the British ban—openly stated 
because of its liaison with the AFM 
—musicians and recorders alike 
are Virtually throwing the gauntlet 
to Petrillo. 

The major waxeries, with the ex- 
ception of RCA Victor—Brig. Gen 
David Sarnoff is said to feel that 
his other video and ‘radio interests 
are too important to woo any com- 
‘plications because of the disk ad- 
junct — are all for carrying the 
Petrillo defi an any extreme. Fact 
is that the recordings are no longer 
surreptitious. 

Companies like Decca. Capitol, 
*Mercury, et al.. which differ from 
Columbia and Victor in that they 
have no gigantic industry hookups 
with electronics, broadcasting, and 
the like. are faced with the ele- 
mentary problem of economic self- 
preservation. 

‘Jack Kapp Plan’ 

None the less. the so-called “Jack 

Kapp Plan,’ as proposed .by, the 


Decca Reeords president, is still 
hanging or dangling more or less 
promisingly. Right now it’s rather 
on the downbeat despite the fact 
the National Labor 
Board, the U. S. Attorney-General 


and the Internal Revenue Bureau | 


all okayed it as being consistent 





See British ‘Out’ 


London, Sept. 7. 

Behind the scenes negotia- 
tions are progressing which 
may allow visiting American 
recording artists to still put 
disks together here despite last 
week’s ban by the British Mu- 
sicians union. Idea apparently 
is based on the cutting of mu- 
sical backgrounds on the Con- 
tinent, probably in Belgium or 
France, and the fitting of vo- 
cals to ‘nem in England, after 
which the completed masters 
would be shipped to the U. S. 

Final decision on the idea is 
expected within the next few 
days. If it’s okayed, Dinah 
Shore. Columbia Records artist 
now plaving the Palladium the- 
atre. would in all probability 
be the first to take advantage 
of such a plan. Miss Shore, in- 
cidentally, made a. couple of 
disks for Columbia in the U. S. 
before she flew to London. 








with and within the exigencies of 
the Taft-Hartley Act. 

This calls for a 9-man board to 
administer a voluntary” royalty 
fund to which the diskers would 
contribute, as they have to the 
AFM's oid treasury pooi for indi- 
gent musicians. Three men from 
the union: three from the disk com- 
panies; and three public spirited 
citizens of undisputed calibre (edu- 
cators and like) would supervise 
the expenditure of this fund. 

Its purpose, fundamentally, 
would be to encourage new Ameri- 
can musical talent for composition, 
performance, interpretation, re- 
cording, and the like. This fund, 
because of its open manner of dis- 
bursements, would naturally side- 
step the T-H’s taboos on unions 
administering so-called charity and 
benevolent funds privately, through 
intra-union officers. After = six 
weeks’ deliberation Petrillo nixed 
it. stating he “‘wants to take care 
of the old musicians without jobs;” 
he’s not as concerned with the de- 
velopment of new musical talent or 
succoring them financially during 
their early struggleg 

With this stalemate facing the 
industry, the recording companies 
have decided to ignore Petrillo and 
his threats and are disking openly. 
They ll let the matter go to the 
courts for adjudication if and 
when. ; 

Should Petrillo reprimand or fine 
any musicians so recording—and 
Local 802. N. Y., musikers are free- 
lv acknowledged to be involved— 
the disk companies would charge 
him with conducting a strike. Pe- 
trillo has carefully avoided pro- 
nouncing it as such. Under the law, 
strikes have to be negotiated, un- 
der machinery set up by the NLRB. 
This is what the transcription com- 
panies, through a suit filed by 
Standard, have been trying to do. 
They have an action against Petrillo 
now pending with the NLRB. 
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MARRIAGES 


Ruth Barton Davey to 
Greenthal Sept. 3, N. Y. 


Monroe 
She's 


a former radio sengstress, daughter | 


of Dr. Wheeler P. Davey, Penn 
State prof. He's the head of his 
own advertising agency, long iden- 
tified with picture companies as a 
pub-ad head. Judge Saul Streit 
officiated: Matty Fox was best man. 
the ceremony taking place in lat- 
ter’s Park Ave. penthouse. 

Paula Morgan to Paul Levitt, 
Beverly Hills, Sept. 1. Both actors. 
actors. 

Renee Soltz to Eugene Lichter, 
in Pittsburgh, Sept. 6. Bride's the 
daughter of Jake Soltz, Pitt theatre 
owner 

Lee Halpern to Harry Swirsky, 
Los Angeles. Sept. 1. She's ex- 
ecutive secretary for Leeds Music. 

Bernice Brown to Louis Messo- 
longhites. Jersey City, Sept. 3. She 
is former radio singer; he’s editor 
with King Feaiures. 

Jinna Rolf to Michael Levin. 
Sept. 4. San Antonio. He is Look 
magazine columnist and former 
N. Y. editor of Down Beat, she’s a 
model. 

Dorothy Nichols te David Mason, 
Hollywood. Sept. 2. She’s a musi- 
cian and daughter of Red Nichols. 

Betty Jo Liuston to George Rock, 
Sacramento. Sept. 4. They're with 
lhe Spike, Jgnes show,, 


Relations | 


aire owner, died Sept. 7 in Albany 
‘after a brief. illness. 


Royal 
‘in the drive-in theatre field. Hell- 


| man 
|Fabian theatres in four drive-ins, 


learly this year. 


, Songs at the: piano, 44ed im Sydney, 


OBITUARIES 


HARRY HELLMAN 
Harry Hellman, 65, Albany the- 


, Australia, from heart failure. He 
was attached for a long time to 2 
GB, Svdnev. for the Macquarie 
network. He also did vaude work. 


Besides be- 
Widow and daughter survive. 


ing owner of the Paramount and | 
theatres in Albany and) 
Palace in Troy, he was a pioneer | MILDRED TROTTIER 
Mildred Trottier, 30, former 
the burlesque stripper, was found dead 
in a. Detroit hotel room Sept. 2. 
Her husband, Sollie, is a candy 
butcher. 

The couple had a home on 
Tuxedo Avenue but she died in a 
small hotel in the theatrical dis- 


was interested with 
two in Albany, another in Bing- 
hamton and a fourth in Phil- 
adeiphia. 

Hellman was celebrating his 
40th anniversary in show business 


; : : trict. Her bedy bore no marks of 
\this year. He opened the first film violence but an autopsy will be 
‘theatre in Albany in 1908. ae 


Survived by his wife, a son 


and two grandchildren. DAME EDITH LYTTELTON 


Dame Edith Lyttelton, 83, play- 
wright and author, died in Lon- 
Russell Maloney, 38, writer-play- don, Sept. 2. Her best known plays 
wright and radio critic, died Sept.| were “Peter's Chance” and “Warp 
3 in New York. A member of New and Woof.” 
Yorker staff from 1934 to 1945, Ma- She wrote a novel, “Sinclair 
loney became a book critic for CBS Family.” and a book on her travels 
With his wife, the in Japan, China and India. 
former Miriam Battista, actress, he | sienna 
collaborated on a musical play, 
“Sleepy Hollow,” which had a brief 
run on Broadway in June. His pre- 


RUSSELL MALONEY 


BENJAMIN FAIN 
Benjamin Fain, 53, theatre chain 
operator in Ohio, died in Cleveland 


gram on CBS was titled “Of Men; sent 6. Since 1933, Fain was 
and Books.” Maloney wrote for partner in the Gottlog & Fain 
Life, Collier's and American Maga- ¢ireyit 

zine after resigning from the New Survived by widow and three 
Yorker. daughters. 


Survived by wife, a daughter, 
sister and brother. 


| KENNETH B. WARNER 
: | Kenneth B. Warner, 53, manag- 

: HARRY A. McCLURE . ing secretary of the American 
_Hiarry A. MeCture, 58, retired Radio Relay League. died in West 
Fox Midwest Theatre exec, died in ffartford. Conn., Sept. 2 
Topeka, Kans., Aug. 27. Born in he was founder of the 
Topeka, he lived much of his life 
in Emporia, Kans., where he owned 
and managed theatres until early 
in the 1930's. Then he became dis- 
iricl manager for Fox Midwest. 
From 1936 to 1944 he was the 
theatre companys’ eastern Kansas 
district manager, with offices in 
Kansas City. After retirement in 
1944. because of his health, he 
moved to Topeka, and had lived 
there since. 

Survived by his widow and two 





league 
and a member of Institute of Radio 
Engineers. 


JACK MARSHARD 
Jack Marshard, 38, manager of 
the Vaughn Monroe orchestra, was 
killed Sunday’(5) in an auto crash 
near Boston. 
Details in the Musie section. 


Simon Sarche, 70. died in Chica- 
go. Ill.. Aug. 28. He was a theat- 


sons.. rical agent. Survived by widow, 

— two brothers: daughter, Bea. with 

PERLEY H. BOONE Paul Marr Booking Agency, and a 
Perley H. Boone, 61, first ad- 5M, Edward, songwriter. 


publicity director of the New York |, 
World’s Fair and veteran news- 
paperman., died in New York, Sept. 
6. He had retired about two years 
ago after suffering a heart attack 
in Washington, D. C., where he 
was publicity director for the Air, woe 
Transport Assn. Abraham Rann, 60, father of 
Boone was N.Y. correspondent of Murray Rann of Variety, died Aug. 
the Chicago Tribune, of which he 31 in New York. He had been ail- 
was city editor at one time, when jing for some time. 
he resigned to head public rela- rt 
tions for the Fair, starting in 1936) Mether of Mrs. Evan Evans 
r aw! - . Mrs. Evi Ss, one- 
— taking in the advance plan- ¢ourth of Evans Family, vaude and 
Survived by wife, two sons, og ary act, died in Pitts- 
two sisters and three brothers. urgh, Sept. 1. 


JULIET BUSH NICHOLSON 

Juliet Bush Nicholson, retired 
dancer, died in New Glasgow, Nova 
Scotia. July 12 after a heart attack. 
As a child she appeared with her | 
father and mother, Mr. and Mrs. 
John Bush, and a brother, in an 
act known as the Bush Family. 

Later she became an acrobatic 
dancer and then a singing single, 
appearing in vaudeville unl she 
married Hugh C. Nicholson, a stock 
actor. They both retired from show 
business. but remained active in 
the Little Theatre in their com- 
munity. 

Survived by busband and mother. 

ANGELA MORRIS 

Angela Morris, 73, playwright, 
author and pioneer in Little Thea- 
tre movement, died in New York 
last week. 

Born in Greenwich Village, she 
studied theatre art at Boston Univ. 
A character actress in Harvard 47 | 
Theatre Workshop, she wrote “The 
White Posts” and “The Mirage.” 
She also was one of the founders 


William Matthews, 55, died in 
Chicago. Aug. 31. He was a club 
booker for the last 15 vears there: 
prior to that time owned several 
clubs. 


Wife, 48. of Eddie Miller, former 
member of the Avon Comedy Four 
vaude team and vocal coach, died 
in New York. Sept. 4. 

Grand D. Hoff, 27. radio an- 
nouncer, died Sept. 2 in Butte, 
Mont.. as a result of a fall from a 
fifth floor window. 








_ Edith Mandel, 82, mother of Irv- 
ing Mandel. Monogram franchise 
holder, died in Chicago Aug. 29. 

Louis C. Schultz, 73, died in Au- 
rora, [l].. Sept. 2. He was an orch 
leader and violinist. 

Mrs. Barbara Simmons, 22, 
daughter of Reginald Denny, film 
actor, died in Los Angeles, Sept. 5, 





Mother of Hal Sands, vaude and 
cafe agent. died in N. Y. Aug. 30. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Spade Cooley, son, 
Santa Monica. Aug. 31. Mother is 


of the Hub’s Theatre Guild. Ella Mae, former vocalist. Father 
: 7” is a band leader. 
EDNA SCHLEY LEONARDSON Mr. and Mrs. Edward Finney, 
Edna Schley Leonardson, 60, daughter, Holl, wood, Aug. 31. 
story editor and literary agent, Father is a film producer. 


Mr. and Mes. John Healy, daugh- 


died of pneumonia Sept. 2 in Los : 
Father 


Angeles. Mrs. Leonardson was one ter. Los Angeles, Aug. 31. 
of first to establish a literary agen- is aide to George Bowser, Fox- 


West Coast. Mother is former sec- 
retary to Charles P. Skouras. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gregg Toland, son, 
Hollywood, August. 30. Father is 
cameraman for Samuel Goldwyn. 

—-" Mr. and Mrs. James Breen, son, 
VIRGINIA FAIR Holly wood, Sept. 1. Child is grand- 

Virginia Fair, 49. former actress, Son of James I. Breen and nephew 

died Sept. 8 in Hollywood, Calif., of Don Ameche. 


cy in Hollywood, and served as 
story editor for First National, Uni- 
versal and other studios 

Survived by her husband, Daniel 
Leonardson. 


after a long illness. She was Mr. and Mrs. Jack Winningham, 

married to Dick Durham, prom- son, Kansas City, July 26. Father 

inent in films in the 1920's. is salesman for National Screen 
eee ee Service in K. C. territory. 

JACK LUMSDAINE Mr. and M: Richard Burdick, 

Jack Lumsdaine, 56, pioneer son, Aug. 27, Sacramento. Father is 


radio entertainer doing mostivy program manager ot KFBK, Sacra- 
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